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Iflands. | 
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7 Ou have fufficiently: fatisfied » the 
(. *World of the Curiofity you have 
2. \for whatever, in any meafure, de- 
fervesit: You were pleasdto giveme a hint 
of the Piece 1 here prefene you withal ; and 
your recommendation of the Original mighe 
well raife in mea hope of your readier accep- 
tanceofithe Tranflation.;, Itis the nobleft of 
humane Adtions:to vouchfafe a kind Enter- 
 tainment to the Diftrefs'd,, whether Nature or 
Fortune hath made them:Calamitous. The 
equality of Mifery makes’ the Endurers: of it 
moft commonly the more:compafsionate ; fo 
far as that thofe:who have: been firft reliev’d 
charitably direct others to the fame Almoners. 

Thus do I bring to your,doors ja company 
of poor (aribbians, to offer you their Refpects 
and Submifsidns , in the:namesof .all thofe 
Iflands, whereof their Anceftors have been 
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of their Wars, nor their ancient Poverty, nor 
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laftly the unconftancy of their Fortune, will 
hinder your ‘favourable icc of ches, 
rat heightens this-hope of theirs, i is, an | 
neue ae =e iho find feifuire tg to be- 
ftow your Eye and Thoughts on {oj nfinite a 
Multitude of Volumes as prefs from ih par risof 
es World into your Library; inay b&pleasd 
wie fomething: that isdone: amncig then and 
thax che Hiftory of the Carthbies may entettain 
ee , not only, with adelightful Variety, asto 
edivertifement of the Sight, but allo. with 
HAH ee aoe off: — ‘your 
Admirations * 
10 Wehat may: be Fudiaes hid on shieit behalf 
{heave toibé exprefs'dun: their ownonatural 
Rhetorick,rand bethink me of ‘making fome 
aos gy for my felf; which isionly this, That 
z prefumption of the prefent! Addrefs 1 is in 
fome meafurethe effect of your GoodnefSiand 
Gandot; and that ithad beenbut a neceflary 
€xprefsion ofmiy Gratitude, had I many: yeaps 
ate ha d how much if am, 
zids 1 sae 3% 
ctor | Maftbe bonowred Sir, bs cate 
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“PREFACE. 


Giving an account of both: the: — and 
Engh if Edition of this Work, 


ts 


\ 


\H E aa, we haa fwd remote cae 

yon tries, for the moft part, come attended with 

. this misfortune 5 3 that many times they are 

written by Pevfons; who, being concerned 
(apetin fr fome Reafons and, Canfiderations only known 
tothem/ elves, ake it their bufine|s to difguife the Truth, 
and veprefent things otherwife than they are. . aoe 
alfo we have todo with certain Writers, who, in cold blood, 
and to gratifte their owa humour; would impofe upon our 
credulity, as it were ont of a defiance of being difproved. 

~ And laftly, it is our, fate to receive Pieces of this nature 
from menitlittle vers'd in indy, and fo fuch. as are not 
able to lay down things mith the requifite exatinefs, in- 
afmuch as, upon many occafions, theytake one thing for 
another, and relate not things truly and naturally, though 
they have not any intention.to. deceive us. On the con- 
trary, itis a great aduantage, when fuch Works are com- 
pofed by Authors, en, whom thefe three conditions. are 
found combining together 5/ to mit, That they are uncon- 

cerned; That they dally not with Truth 3. and, That they 
have all the frequafinet for the right framing of their Re- 
lations. 

- Thofe who: fball aft their Eyes onthe prefert Hiftory, 
are to expect therein.thefe advantages: For .as tothe two 
firft of the forementioned Conditions, that is, to compre- 
‘bend them under one word, Sincerity, the Authors of this 
| Work prefume to attribute it tothemfelves, fince it is an 
Elegy anyone may innocently affunze to bimfelf, if his own 
Confciencegive him not .acheck for fo doing : But for 
Jupmeags which velates.to the ability of the mind, sai 


‘ | The Preface. 
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an over-earneft pretention thereto may feem to proceed 
from a certain vanity and felf-confidence; yet when all cir 
cumftances fball be confidered, the ingennons will eafily 
be induced to allow them even that-alfo. P 
For 1. The Relations they had to work upon came from 
-Perfons who had been Eye-witneffes of what they delive- 
veel: dif-interelfed, and of known: integrity, cand endued 
with the abilities requifite to manage fuch. a Work. 
2. There was a defign of this Hiftory drawn at Paris, foie 
years before it came abroad, andthen thought worthy pub- 
lifbing, by divers intelligent men, to whom it was commas 
nicated, who carefully read it over, and honoured it with 
their Remarks. Yet that it night come forth with greater 
exattne/s, it was laid afide, rill the obfervations of after- 
Voyages had added much to its perfection. So that if the * 
Publick receive any fatisfattion from this Hiftory) it wilb 
have reafon rather to congratulate, than quarrel at its de~ 
lay; fince it comes out now more enriched andexath, than 
it would have been, at the ferft proffer of it tothe Prefs. 
For befides. that many Obfervations and Relations came 
fince to hand, the Authors made alfo great advantages of - 
the private Difcourfes they had with one Father Ray- 
mond, efpecially as to the Moral part of the Caribbian 
Hiftory. For this man having lived many yearsin thofe | 
Iflands, and had much conver{ation with the Caribbians 
of Dominico, came by that means to be acquainted with 
their Language, their Manners, and the moSt particular 
Cuftoms of that Nation. From the (ame F.Raymond 
they had alfo the Caribbian Vocabulary, which may be 
feen at the end of the Book. 

They thought fit to divide the Hiftory into two Parts, 
the Natural andthe Moral, in imitation of that of the ex- 
cellent Jofephus Acofta, and they hope the Piece will be 
found fuch as to anfwer the Title; comprehending in the 
former whatever is of the natural growth of the Counary, 
as Plants, Fruits,Flowers, Birds, Beafts, Gc. and under 
the latter whatfoever relates to their Manners, Cuftoms, 
Religion, Vertues, Vices, vc. Not that they. would have 
at inferr'd thence, that this Treatife foould contain what» 
ever might be written on the fubject of the Caribbies ; 

; ! nay 
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nay they acknowledge, that both the Natural and Moral © 


part of this Hiftory might be much enlarged, but with 
this advertifement, that if every part of the New-world 
were fo diligently examined by Hiftorians as this hath 
been, the Old-world would have amuch more particular 
account thereof, than it hath at the prefent. 

They have alfo thought it not befide their purpofe, efpe- 
__ cially inthe Moral part of the Hiftory, to cite the Writings 

of divers other well-known Authours not out of any defign 
to enlarge the Volume, as fome might haply imagine ; but to 
make a certain parallel between the Morality of our Carib- 
bians, and that of divers other yet Barbarous Natioss; 
which they concerv'd would not be undelightful to fome, 
even though they looked on thtm as fo many digreffions — 
_from,or interruptions of the Carribbian Hiftory. But what 
cenfure foever may be paffed on them, they hope that if any 
foall think, them not neceffarily relating to the main defign 
of the Draught, they may neverthele{s view them with a 
_ certain pleafure, as the Drapery, confifting of Flowers 
and Fruits, &c. for the greater ornament of the Piece. 

Difcourfe is the image of the thought ; but the Draught 
of athing by way of Painting or Graving reprefents the 
thing it felf. From this confideration it came, that this 
Piece is further adorn’dwitb feveral pieces of Sculpture, 
to the end that the Ideas of the things particularly treated 
of might be the nrore throughly imprinted in the Readers 
mind, by a fenfible demonftration thereof. 

Thus much as to the Authours and Directors of the Ori- 
_ ginal Edition. The Publifber of the Englith bath only 
thefe few Remarks to trouble the Reader withal. 

1. That poffibly thofe of the Englith Nation,who are in- 
habitants in the Caribbies, may bave peculiar names for 
divers of the Plants, Beafts, Birds,Fifbes,8cc. mentioned 
inthis Treatife, much different from thofe which the Pub- 
lifber hathufed. Some of them, upon confultation with 
{uch as had lived in thofe parts he made a fhift to get, and 
in all likelibood might have gotten moft of the reSt, had not 
the breaking forth of the laft years Contagion caus d moft 
of the Inhabitants of London, to retire to their Country 
_ Habitations and Friends. 

: 2. The 


~ 
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2. The Reader is to note, that where fome accident is 
faid to have happened four or five, or fome other number 
of years fince (as for inftance, pag. 14. where itis faid 
im thefe words, that, two years fince they were forced. 
to quit their Villages, &c. ) it ws to bereferred tothe 
coming forth of the Original Edition, which was inthe | 
year M.DC.LVIE ee 

3. That whereas there might well be expelled before 
this Work a Map of the Caribby-Iflands in general, as 
alfo particular ones of the moft eminent Iffands, the Rea- 
der. is to content bimfelf with this {atisfaction from the 
Stationers, that if an accurate one of the whole, that x 
fuch a one as might have been fuitable tothe other Embe- 
lifoments of the prefent Whork , could have been procu- 
red, it foould not have been wanting: With this further af- 
furance, that if what is done atthe prefent meet with the — 
reception expetted, the next Impreffion {ball be furnifbed 


not only with the forementioned Map, but alfo fome other 


Pieces. of Ornament, whereof the laft years diftra&ion, 
and want of time now have obftrutied the infertion. 
Laftly, whereas many perfons of worth( though more in 


| the Original then inthe Tranflation) are mentioned in fe- 
-weral places as Inhabitants of the forefaid Colonies, there 


is only this to be {aid , that as the inftancing of them adds — 
fomewhat tothe certainty of the Relations; fo it may like- 
wife ferve to undeceive many Europzans, who are either 
fo ill-informed of thofe Iflands, or fo prejudic’d againft 
theus, as to be perf waded, that, for the moft part, they are 


- only the refuges and receptacles of Bankrupts and de- 


bauched perfons , the contrary being moft certain ; to wit, 
that they are inhabited by an infinite number of. Families — 
of good repute, which live civilly and in the fear of God. 


Ji: Digs 
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* HISTORY 


Caribby Iflands. 


THE FIRST BOOK. 
Containing the NATURAL Hiftory of thofe 


IsLtANpDSs. 


CHAPTER I. 


Of the Scituation of the Caribbies iz general 5 the Tent- 
perature of the Air, the Nature of the Country, aud its 
Inhabitants. 


ca which lies Southward, and the Eaftern 
x Quarter of the Ifland of St Johz Porto-Rico, 
SS there are certain I{lands making up together 
the Figure of a Bow, and fo difpos’d that 
WS they crofs the Ocean, as it were by an ob- 
lique line. 
a They are by fome called the Antilles of America, probably 
" upon this account, that they make a kind of bar before the 
greater Iflands, which are called the Mflands ef Averica: If fo, 
B : 


the 


) a 
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~ the word fhould be Ant-Ifles, as being compos’d of the Greek 


word ’Ayz:, which fignifies oppofite, and Iffes or Iles: But the | 
Engiifh commonly call them the Caribby-I{lands, and the Carib- 
bies. There are alfo who call them the Canmibal-Iflands, from 
the names of the ancient Inhabitants; and they are read in > 
iome under the name of the Camersane Mlands. 

Thefe Mlands were firft difcovered by Chriftopher Columbus, | 
under the Reign of Ferdinand and Iabella, King and Queen of 
Caftile and Leox,in the year of our Lord,One thoufand four hun- 
dred ninety and two. 

There are numbred of them in all twenty eight, lying under 
the Torrid Zone, acounting from the eleventh degree of the 
fiquator, tothe nimeteenth Northward. Some Authors, as 
Linfcot in his Hiftery of America,taking the name of the Avtilles 
ina more general fignification, attribute it to the four greater 
Hlands, to wit, Hifpaniola, Cuba, Jamaica, and Porto-Rico, as well 
as to thefe twenty eight. 

The Air of all thefe Iflands is temperate,and healthy enough, 
efpecially tofuch as have livedany time inthem. The Plague 
heretofore was not known in thefe Parts, no more than it was 
in China, and {ome other places of the Eaft: But fome years 
fince moft of thefe {lands were much troubled with malignant 
Fevers, which the Phyfitians held to be contagious. That cor- 
ruption of the Air was occafion’d by fome Ships which came 
from the Coaft of Africk; but now there is no talk of any 
fuch Difeafes, 

The heats are not greater in thefe parts than they are in 
France during the Months of July and Axguft 5 and through a 
particular care of Divine Providence, between eight and nine 
in the morning there rifesa gentle Eaft-wind, which many times 
continues till four in the afternoon, refrefhing the Air, and al- 
laying the foultrinefs of the heat. Fofephus Acofta affirms, That 
in the greater Iflands of America this cooling wind blows about 
Noon. Thusthrough all the compafs of the Torrid Zone, the 
wife Difpofer of humane concernments hath ordered cool and 
regular Winds, to alleviate the {Corching heats of the Sun. 

Jt is never cold in the Caribbies, and Iceis a thing was never 
feenin thofe parts; nay, it would be accounted a kind of pro- 
digy to find that where, 


All things are clad iv a perpetual green, 
And Winter only in the Snow of Lillies (een. 


But the Nights there are extreamly coo] 5 and if a Man be un- 
covered during that time, he is apt to catch Colds, and great 
and dangerous pains in the Cheft and Stomach: Nay, it hath 
been obferv'd, That thofe who have expos'd themfelves unco- 
verd to that pleafing coolnefs, if they have efcaped pains and 


gripings 


DS} 


i a 
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gripingsin the Stomack , have turn’d pale, yellowithy and 
fwell’d up, and in a fhort time loft the lively vermilion Com- 
plexions they had before. There are indeed others attribute 
thefe effects to their feeding on Caffava, which is commonly 
eaten in thefe Iflands inftead of bread, and may poflibly have 
fome quality not confiftent with the natural conftitution of the 


- Inhabitans of our Climates. There is the fame temperature ih 


the night time at Per, and in the Addldivas. Andthofe who 


have travell’d to ferufalem, and through all the hot Counttiés, 


do affirm , That the greater the heats are in the day time, 
fo much’the colder are’ the nights ; the-reafon whereof 
is, that the great Vapours rais'd by the Sun in the day time, be- 
ing condens‘d at night, and falling downin Dew, ‘do extreamly 
cooland refrefh the Air. ¥ 

The Aiquinox lafts in thefe lands neer one half of the year, 
and al] the reft of it the longeft days are fourteen hours, and 
the fhorteft nights ten. And thus hath the Divine Wifdom 


beftow’d of thofe Parts of the World which lye moft expos’d 


to the fcorching beams of the Sun, long and cool nights, to re- 
cover and reftore to vigour what the too neer approaches of 
that Planet had dry’d up and almoft blafted in the day. 

Nor can the Year be here divided into four equal and diftin& 


- parts, as we do in Evrope: But the Rains, which are very fie- 


quent there from Apri] to November , and the great Droughts 
which reign all the reft of the Year , make the only difference 
which may be obferv'd between the Seafons. 

Now how thefe different Conftitutions and Temperatures of 
the Air fhould be called, there is a great diverfity of Opinions. 
Some confidering, that as inthefe Parts there is ina manner no . 
Crepufculum or Twilight ( which isa certain competion of , or 
fomthing between night and day) fo neither is there any Spring 
or Autumn to make a certain connexion between Summer and 
a kind of Winter, which they admit there. Others maintain 
onthe cormrary, That there isno juft reafon that that part of 
the Year which goes under the name of Winter, fhould be fo 
called, in regard the Earth there is never cover’d with Froft or 
Snow, which are the unwelcom attendants of Winter, but at 
alltimes cloath’d with a delightful Verdure, and almoit in all 
feafons crown’d with Flowers and Fruits, though in a different 
meafure ; whence they conclude, That the Year may be diftin- 
guifh’d into three different and equal parts, and thofe be called 
Spring, Summer, Autumn; though not fo eafily diftinguifhable 
as haply they may be in feveral parts of the World. 

~ But the common expreflion of thofe people, who make up 
the Colonies now planted in thefe Iflands, is not confiftent 
with this diftinction ; for they take the feafon of the rains to 
be Winter, andthat of thedroughts, whichis fair, clear, and 


pleafant, to be Summer. ’Tis true, * Acofia quarrels at the * Lib.2,c.3. 
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Spaniards, for expreffing themfelves in that manner, and ta- 
king thofe rainy moneths for Winter. He affirms, that the 
time of the droughtand fair weather is the true Winter in all 
the Torrid Zone, becaufe then the Sun is at the greateft diftance 
from that Region; and on the contrary, that the feafon of 
Rains and Mifts ought there to be called Summer, by rea- 
fon of the nearnefs of that Planet. To {peak properly and ri- 
gorouflly, there is fome reafon we fhould comply with the fen- 
timent of Acofta § yet inafmuch as not only the Spaniards, but 
alfo many other Nations, exprefs themfelves otherwife, we 
{hall keep to their termsrather, efpecially in a thing of fo little 
confequence. 

_ But how rainy foever this Seafon may be in the Carribies, 
thofe who have liv'd there feveral years affirm, that there hard- 
ly pafles aday, but the Sunisfeen. The fame thing is {aid of | 
the I{land of Rhodes; whence Antiquity dedicated it to the 
Sun, out of an imagination, that that Star had a particular care 
of it. : 5 

The Ebbing and Flowing of the Sea is regulated in thefe 
Countries, asinour parts 5 but it rifes not above three or four 
foot at moft. hed ee 

The greateft part of thefe Iflands are cover’d with feveral 
forts of excellent Woods, whichbeing green at all times, 
afford a very delightful profpet, and reprefent a perpetual 
Summer. ; 

The Soil, in moft places, is as rich and as pregnant as in 
any part of Frazces Infomuch that all thofe Iflands that are 
inhabited , give not the Inhabitants any occafion to repent — 
themof the pains theytake. In which particular, they differ 
much from thofe Countries of New-Franuce, where the poor Sa- 
vages are fo put toitto get their fubfiftance, that their Chil- 
dren, going out of their Hutts in the morning, and finding 
their Parents a hunting, are wont to cry out as Joud as they 
can, Come Tatows , come Caftors 5 come Orignacs 5 calling thus 
to the relief of their neceffities thofe creatures, which yet 
come not in their fight as often as they ftand in need thereof. 

The +fame inhabited Mlands are alfo furnifhed with good 
fources of frefh Water, Springs , Lakes, Brooks, Wells and 
Cifterns, andfome of them have fair Rivers. There are fur- 
ther in feveral places Mineral-waters, which are fuccefsfully 
ufed, in order to the curing of divers Difeafes. Brimftone is’ 


- got out of the bowels of the Mountains in divers places; and 


the bright filver {pangles which the Torrents and Rivers bring 
down along with them, and are found in the fand, and the 
froath of their waters, after they have been over-flown, are 
certain #”dicza and difcoveries, that there is Cryftal to be had 
In thes:, and that there are alfo Mines of thofe precious Metals, 
which are fo much fought after by moft men. 

Thofe 


. 
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Thofe running waters, which deferve the name of Rivers, 
are never dry’d up, even in the greateft droughts, and ex- 
treamly well ftor’d with Fifh, for the moft part different from 
thofe {een in Evrope. But there is fuch abundance onthe Sea- 
coafts, that the Inhabitants will hardly take the pains to fith in 
- the Rivers. 

The Vine thrives very well in thefe Iflands; and, béfides a 
wild kind of Vine they have, which grows naturally inéthe 
Woods, and bearsa very fair and large Grape, there are inall 
the Inhabited ones great Gardens, with the Walks fet about 
with Vines 5 nay in fome places perfect Vine-yards, as thole in 
France, which beartwice ayear, and fometimes oftener, ac- 
cording to the cultivation beftow’d on them, with refpect had 
to the Moon and conveniency of the Seafons. The Grape is 
excellent poe but the Wine made of it will not keep many 
days; and therefore there is but little of it made. 

As for Wheat, which grows in New-Spaiz as well agin any 
place of the World, itgrows no further then the blade in tie 
Carribbies, and is only for the making of Green-fauce, inre- 
gard that Grain requires winter, and the foil there being too 
rank, it fhoots forth too muchat firft, and there is not {trength 
enough left in the root to force it to ftaulk andknit inthe ear. | 
But if tryal were made of the fowing of Barleyand Rye, and 
‘other Grains which require heat, its probable they would 
thrive well. And yet, fhould they come to maturity , and 
with great increafe, theInhabitants, being at little troubleto 
get Manyoc, Potatoes, Turkey-wheat, and feveral kinds of Pulfe, 
would not take the pains to put chem into the ground. 

All the natural Provifions of thefe Iflands are light, and of 
eafie digeftion ; in regard the Country being hot, the ftomack 
ought not to be burthened, as may be prefumed in colder Cli- 
mates. Upon thisaccountit is, that fuch as are newly come 
into thefe parts are advis'd to eat little, and often. Nor doth 
what is eaten breed much blood, and therefore Phlebotomy is 
not much ufed. 

Thefe Wlands are inhabited by four different Nations; 

whereof the firft are the Indigena, or Originary Inhabitants, 
who have lived there time out of mind ; and thefe are the Ca- 
ribbians or Canniballs,of whom wee fhall give a perfet accompt 
in the Second Book of this Hiftory. The other three are the 
Englifh, the French, and the Dutch. The eftablifhment of 
thefe foreign Nations in thofe parts happen’d about the year of 
our Lord one thoufand fix hundred twenty five, fince which 
time they have {fo encreas‘d, that the Exglifh and French ave 
now become a very numerous peoples as willbe feen more at 


large inthe fequel of this Hiftory. 
CHAP. 
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| CHAP. If. 
Of each of the CaribbyI-flands i particular. 


Hat we may obferve fome order in the Defcription we 
intend of each of thefe Iflands in particular, we fhall 
| divide them ihto three Clafles; whereof the firft fhall 
comprehend thofe which lye towards the South, and are neereft 
the Line 5 the fecond thofe which lye Northwards and the 
laft, thofe which:are commonly called the Lee-ward lands, 
which reach Weftward from St Chriftophers, the beft. known 
ofthemall! — <ci ) fy 


| TABAGO. 


ae firft, and moft Southerly of all the Caribbies is Tabaga, 
or Tabac, diftant from the Equinoctial, Northward, 
eleven degrees and fixteen minutes. It is about eight leagues im 
length, and four inbreadth. There are in it feveral pleafane 
Mountains, out of which arife eighteen Springs or {mall Ri- 
vers, which, having drench’d the Plains, fall into the Sea. fe 
is conceiv 'd the air of it would be healthy enough, if the Trees 
were cut down, andthe ground opened. 

The extraordinary height of the Trees growing in this 
Ifland arguethe fruitfulnefs of its foil. There are in this the 
five kinds of four-footed creatures, whereof there are but ome 
or twoinany of the other [flands.. As1.a kind of Swime, not 
much’ furnifh’d with briftles, which have a certain hole om 
their backs. [2 Tatous.. 3 Agoutis. 4 Opaffums, and 5 Musk- 
Rats, all which we fhall defcribe in their proper place. Not 
to mention the Wood-Quifts, Turtles, Partridges, and Parrats, 
which are commonly feen there, it aflords abundance of other 
Birds, not known in Europe. 

The Sea which encompaffes this{Ifland is abundantly fur- 
nifh'd with all fortes of excellent Fifh. Sea-Tortoifes come in 
multitudes to hide their Eggesin the fand, which lyes onthe 
fhoars. Onthe Weft and North fide of it, chere are Bayes, 
where Ships may fafely Anchor. ; 

_ About fixteen years fince, a Company of Burghers of Walcre 
in Zealand fent thither 200 men, to plant a Colony there, under 
the States-General of the United Provinces, and call’d the 
ifland, the New-Walcre. But the natural Inhabitants of the 
Country, fearing the Neighbourhood of thofe Foreigners, 
maflacred fome of them, which forc’d the reft, who were 
troubled with ficknefs and feared the treatment their compani- 
onshad receiv’d, to retire elfewhere. Whereupon the Hland 
was 
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was along time deftitute of Inhabitants, and frequented only 
by fome Caribbians, who, coming and going to their Wars, 
{truck in there to get neceflary refrefhments ; as alfo by fome 
French of the Ilands of Adartinico and Gardeloupe, who came 
thither to fith for Lamantine and Tortoifes, at certain feafons of 
the year. 

But now the Zealanders are re-eftablifh'd there, and about 
three years fince Lampfen, anancient Burgo-mafter of Flufhing, 
and one of the States-General, ventur'dto people the Ifland 
anew. Hebroughtthither, in his own Ships, feveral gallant 
perfons, whoare likely reftore the Colony which his Ccun- 
try-men had planted there before. 

This Ifland lying next to the Continent of that part of Ame- 
yica which lyes Southward, lyes very convenient for a Com- 
merce withthe Arovagues, the Calibis, the Caribbians, and fe- 
veral other Idiax Nations; and the keeping together of a 
confiderable force of men, which might be eafily fent over in- 
to the Continent, and lay the foundations of a powerful 
Colony. 


GRANADA. 


He Ifland of Granada, lying at twelve degrees and fix- 
teen {crupies on this fide of the Line, does properly 
begin the Semicircle of the Aviilles. Itis inlength about feven 
leagues, the breadth not the fame in all places, reaching North 
and South like aCrefcent. The French became matters of it 
about fix years fince. They had at the beginning great con- 
tef{tations with the Carzbbians, who, for {ome moneths, difput- 
ed the pofieffion of it with them by force of arms. Butat laft 
Monfieue Parquet, Governour of Afartinico, who had refolv’d, 
at his own charge, to make an eftablifhment there, oblig’d 
them, out of a confideration of their own concernments, 
grounded principally on the great advantages they received 
fromthe Neighbourhood of the French, to leave him quietly 
poflefs’d of it. 

The ground produces all manner of the Country provifions, 
as Sugar-Canes, Ginger, and excellent Tobacco. The air is 
very healthy. Itis well furnifh’d with Springs of frefh water, 
and placesof good Anchorage for Ships. It hath alfo abun- 
dance of fair Trees, fome excellent for their fruit, others for 
their fitnefs for building. There is good Fifhing all about it, 
and the Inhabitants have alfo good Fifhing and Hunting in and 
about three little I{lands, ‘called the Grazadines, lying North- 
Eaft from it. The firft Governour of this place was, Mon- 
ficur Le Comte Governour of Martinico, who was fucceeded by 
Mon. dela Vaumeniere. It hath fince been bought by the Count 
of Serillas, of Monf. Parquet. 

BEKIA, 
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BE} Kol. 


He Ifland of Bekza is diftant from the. Line twelve de- 
grees and 25 fcruples. It is ten or twelve leagues about, 
and would be fruittul enough, ifit were cultivated. There is 
in it a good Haven for Ships; but inafmuch as it is not furnifh’d 
with frefh water, it is not much frequented, unlefs it be by 
fome Carzbbians of St. Vincent's, who fometimes go thither a 
fifhing, or to drefs fome {mall Gardens they have up and 
down there for their diverfion. aes 


SsVINCENT. 


He Ifland of St. Vincent is the moft populous of any pof- 
fefs'd by the Caribbians. ts Altitude is fixteen degres 
North fromthe Line. Thofe who have feen the Ifland Ferro, 
or Fietro, one of the Cazaries, affirm, that this 1s much of the 
fame figure. It may be about eight leagues in length, and fix in 
breadth. There are in it feveral high Mountains, between 
which are very fruitful Plains, if they were cultivated. The 
Caribbians have many fair Villages, where they live pleafantly, 
and without any difturbance. And though they havea jea- 


loufly of the ftrangers that live about them, and ftand ontheir © | 


Guard whenthéy come to their Roads, yet do they not deny 
them the Bread of the Country, which is Cafava, Water, 
Fruits, and other Provifions, growing in their Country, if 
they want them, taking in exchange, Wedges, Hooks, and 
other implements of Iron, which they much efteem 


BARBADOS. 


He Barbados which is the fame that is called by the French, 
Barboude, lyes between the 13 and 14 degree, North 
from the Equator, and Eaftward from St. Aloufie, and St. Vin- 
cent. The Englifh, who planted a Colony there in the year 
M.DC.XXVII. allow it to be about 25 leagues in compafs, but 
greater in length then breadth. There is in the whole Ifland — 
but one River, which truely deferves that name: but the 
Countrey lying low /and even, there are, in feveral places, 
Pools and Refervatories of frefh water, which fupply the {car- 
city of Springs and Rivers. Moft houfes have alfo Cifterns, 
and Wells which are never dry. ‘ 
At the firft Cultivation the Earth promifed not much; but. 
experience hath evine'd the contrary, it plentifully producing 
Tobacco, Ginger, Cotten, and efpecially Sugar-Canes, info- 
much that, next to St. Chrzifophers, it isthe moft frequented 
by Merchants, and the moft populous of all the 4ztéles. 
| About 
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About the year 1646. they accounted init about twenty thou- 
fand Inhabitants, not comprehending in that number the Ne- 
gro-Slaves, who were thought to amount to a far greater. 

There are many placesin this Ifland, which may juftly be 
called Towns, as containing many fair, long, and f{pacious 
Streets, furnifh’d with a great number of noble Structures, 
built by the principal Officers and Inhabitants of this flourifhing 
Colony. Nay indeed, taking a full profpeCt of the whole 
Ifland, a man might take it for one great City, inafmuch as 
the houfes are at no great diftance one from another 5 that 
many of thofe are very well built , according to the rate of 
Building inExglawd; that the Shops and Store-houfes are well 
fornith’d with all fortsof Commodities; that there are many 
Fairs and Markets; andlaftly, that the whole Ifland, as great 
Cities are, is divided into feveral Parifhes, which have very 
fair Churches. The moft confiderable of the Inhabitants think 
themfelves fo well, that it is feldom feen they ever remove 
thence. 

This I{landis very famous in all parts, by reafon of the great 
abundance of excellent Sugar it hath afforded thefe many 
years. “Tistrue, it is not fo white as that which comes from 
other parts, but it is better efteemed by Refiners, becaufe it 
hath fairer grain and yields more, when it is purif’d. 


Sie CEG) oss 


‘Nr Lucy’s Mland lyes at 13 deg. 40 fcr. on this fide the Line. 
It was heretofore frequented only by a {mall number of 
Indians, who cameto fifh thereabouts. But fome time fince, 
the French of Asartinico came and kept them company. There 
are two high Mountains in the I{land, which are very cold: 
They are feenat a great diftance, and are called by the French, 
Les Pitons de St. Aloufie.. At the defcent of thefe Mountains, 
there are pleafant Valleys cover'd with great Trees, and wa- 
ter’d with Springs. The air is conceiv’d to be healthy, and 
that the foil will be fruitful, when it fhall be a little better 'dif- 
cover'd thenit is yet. — 


MARTINICO. 


He Ifland of Aartinico,which the Indians call’d Madanina, 

lyesat the altitude of fourteen degrees and thirty {cruples 

on this fidethe Line. [tis about fixteenleaguesin length, of an 

unequal breadth, and abour forty five incompafs. The Soil 

of it is pleafant, which makesit at this day one of the moft 
populous of alithe Carzbbres. 

The French and Indias are joyntly poflefs'd of it, and eo 
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liv’d along time in very good correfpondence. Monf. Parquet 
is the prefent French Governour of it. | 

Of all the Carzbbies this is the moft uneven Ifland, that is, the 
moft full of Mountains, which are very high, and intermixt 
with inacceffible Rocks. The fruitful parts of it confift in 
certain round Hills or eminences; as alfo in very delightful 
fkirts of Mountains, and fome Plains or Valleys, which are ex- 
treamly pleafant. : 

The Mountains of it are notto beinhabited, and ferve for 
the feeding and retreat of wild Beafts, Serpents and Snakes, 
whereof there is great abundance. Yet are thefe Mountains 
well furnifh’d with wood, which, in bignefs and length, ex- 
ceed any in Exrope, and bears fruit and food for the wild Boars 
and Birds. : 

As for the Hills and fkirts of Mountains, they are forthe 
moft part, inhabitable; and of a good foil, but very trouble- 
fome to manure. For fome of them are {o high and fteepy, 
that people can hardly work onthem without danger, or at 
leaft without holding by a Tobacco-ftalk, or fome Tree with 
one hand, that they may work with the other. 

The Tobacco which grows on thefe eminent places is ever 
the beft, and efteem’d above that which grows in the Valleys, 
and bottoms, which have not fo much prefence of the. Sun. 
For the Tobacco, which grows in bottoms, and places encom- 
pafs’d with Woods, is ever full of ycllow-fpots, as if it were 
burnt, and neither takes well, nor keeps well. Thefe enclofed 
places are alfo unhealthy, and thofe who work in them con- 
tract an ill colour, and the new-comers, who are not accu- 
ftomed to that ‘air , do fooner, in thefe , then in any other 
places, catch that griping of the Bully, which is fo common in 
thefe Iflands. 

There being two different Nations in this Ifland, it is accord- 
ingly divided between them, to wit, the Ivdiavs, the natural 
Inhabitants of the Country; and the Fre#ch, who laid the 
foundations of this Colony in Jxly, in the year 1635.under 
the Conduct of Monf. Deframbuc , who brought them from 
St. Christophers, and left them in quiet pofleffion of this place. 

That part of the Ifland which is: inhabited by the Indians is 
comprehended in one quarter, which is called the Cabes-terre, 
without any other diftinction. 

The part occupied: by the Frewch, and called Baffe-terre, is 
divided into five quarters, whichare by them called, La Cafe 
du Pilote, La Cafe Capot, Le Carbet, Le Fort St. Pierre, and Le 
Prefcheur. In each of thefe Quarters there isa Church, orat 
leaft a Chappel, a Court of Guard, anda Magazine for Arms, _ 
about which are buile feveral large and fair S:ore-houfes, 
both for the Commodities that are imported, and thofe of the 
growth of the Ifland. 

The 


a 


Car... The Caribby-Iflands. 


The Quarter of the Cafe dz Pilote is{o called from a Savage 
Captain, who had fometimes lived there, and glory’d much in 
the name Pilot, which the French had given him. He difco- 
ver'd to Monf. Parquet, the engagements which thofe of his 
Nation entred into againft him. 

‘In the Quarter of Cafe Capot, there is a very noble Savanna, 
(thus they call in the Iflands pleafant Meadows and Paftures) 
which hath, on the one fide the River called Capot, and on the 
other, many fair Edifices. 

The Carbet Quarter hath its name from the ancient Inhabi- 
tants, whofometime hadthere one of their greateft Villages, . 
and a publick Houfe which they called Carbet, a name yet 
common to thofe places, where they have their meetings. 
The French Governour liv’d in this Quarter a long time, ha- 
ving built a noble Brick-houfe, neer the Haven, in a pleafant - 
bottom, refrefh’d bya confiderable River, which falls down 
out of the Mountains. TheIndians, whonever had feen Stru- 
Gureof any fuch material, look’d on it at firft with a great 
aftonifhment ; and having attempted to fhake it, by the 
ftrength of their fhoulders, but not ftirring it, they were forced 
acknowledg , that if all’ Houfes were fo built, the Tempeft 
which they call the Harricaze would not prejudicethem. But 
fince, the Governour not having his health perfectly there, he 
madea prefent of it to the Fefuzts, together with the Gardens 
about it, as alfo the rarities and curiofities of the Country, and 
feveral other habitations dependent onit, anda great number 
of Negro-flaves, who cultivate them. 

Fort St, Pierre, or St. Peter's Fort, is the place where the 
-Governour now lives. There are in it feveral great pieces of 
Cannon, fome of Brafs, fome of Iron. This Fort commands all 
theHaven. Abouta ftones caft from the Governours, ftands 
the fair Colledge of the Fefuits, fituate on a pleafant River, 
which is thence called, The Fefuits River. This Structure is of 
Free-ftone and Brick, very delightful to theeye. The Ave- 
nues alf> want not their temptation, and, all about it, are 
Gardens and Orchards, producing whatever is moft delicious 
of the growthof the Iflands 5 as alfo feveral Plants, Herbs, 
Flowers and Fruits brought thither from Fraace. There isal- 
foa Vine-yard, which yields yearly good {tore of Wine. 

The Le Prefcheur, or the Preachers Quarter, contains an even 
low part of the Country, very confiderable for its extent, and 
feveral high Mountains, upon the fkirts whereof, there area 
gpod number of fair Habitations. 

Between the Cabes-terre, and the Bafe-terre, there is a kind 
of bottom, where is abundance of that Wood by which the 
Tobaccoclimesup. There they have alfothe Reeds, where- 
with the Hutts are Palifadod; as alfo the wild Asahot, the 
‘bark whereof ferves for feveral things about the houfe. 
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Mott of the Houfes in this I{land are of wood, very conve- 
nient, and delightful to the eye. The moft confiderable are 
built on certain eminences. That advantageous fituation con- 
tributes much to their health who live in them, for the air is 
clearer then that of the Valleys. It alfo adds much to the 
beauty of thofe pleafant Structures 5 and caufes a very diver- 
tive profpect. 

The beft Haven of this Ifland lyes: between Carbet and 
St. Peters Fort. It is more fafe then any of the neighbouring 
Iflands, as being encompafs’d with high Mountains, which fe- 


_ cure the Ships lying in it from the violence of all winds. 


Between Cafe du Pilote, and a bottom called Culde Sac des. 
Salines, there isa Rock, running about half a league intothe 
Sea, which is called the Diamond, from its figure, and is a 
retreat for an infinite number of Birds, and among others 
Wood-quifts, which breedin it. Itis hard getting up to it, 
yet fome vifit it, as they pafs by, when the young onesare fit 
to eat. 

There is another place on the fame fide as the Diamond, into 
which Ships are brought, to be refrefh’d, and mended. The 
Sea there is always calm, but the air not healthy, inregard the 
Sea-men commonly catch Fevers, which yet are not: very 
dangerous, inafmuch as they fhake them off, as foon asthey 
depart thence. 

Befides the Torrents, which in times of rains fall down with 
great violence, and the inundations of this Ifland, there are 
nine or ten confiderable Rivers which are never dry. Their 
fources are at the afcent or foot of the higheft Mountains, and 
having watered the Valleys they fall into the Sea. ‘They are 
prejudicial to the places neer them, in regard that when they’ 
overflow, they root up Trees, undermine rocks, arid makea 
defolation over the Fields and Gardens, carrying along with 
them, the houfes which lyein the plain Country, and what- 
ever oppofes the impetuofity cf their courfe. This inconve- 
nience hath oblig’d the Inhabitants of this Colony to take up 
their habitations on the tops of thofe little Mountains, -where- 
with their Ifland is richly furnifh’d; for they fecure them from 
thefe inundations. Bi 

But what is moft confiderable in this I{land, is the multitude 
of the Inhabitants pofleffing it, who are thought to amount to 
nine or ten thoufand perfons, not comprehending in that num- 
ber the Indians and Negroes, who are neeras many. The 
mildnefs of the Government and the advantageous fituation of 
the Ifland contribute much to the advancement of it and the 
multiplication of its Inhabitants. For moft of the Freach and 
Dutch Ships, bound for America, fo order their courfe, that 
they may touch here, rather then at any other of the Iflands = 
and as {oon as they have caft Anchor in any of the Havens, to 

take 
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take in the refrefhments neceflary for them, they fet a fhoat 
their Paflengers, if they be not exprefly oblig’d to bring them 
tofomeother place. Nay it hath often hapned that whole Fa- 
milies, which had left Frazce, with a defigne to pafs over into 
fome of the other Iflands which lye beyond this, and are not in- 
ferior to it, either as to Air or Soil, being wearied out with 
the inconveniences of along Voyage, have fetled hereto avoid 
expofing themfelves to the fame again. tif 

Among the great multitude of people which make up this 
Colony, there are many perfons of worth and quality, who 
after their honorable imployments in other parts of the world, 
have at laft made choice of this place, for their repofe and re- 
tirement. Among thefe are particularly to be mentioned 
Mont. Courcelas, Lieutenant-General under the Governor, a 
perfon who by bis excellent conduct hath gain’d the affections 
of beth Inhabitants and Strangers 5 Monf. Le Comte, and Mont. 
de L’ Oubiere, as being the principal Officers. , 

At the beginning of our Defcription of this land, we faid, 
that the French and Indians lived there a long time toge- 
ther in good correfpondence. But the Letters that came 
thence lately, giving an account of the ftate of it, affirm, that 
about four years fince, the Caribbians made an infurrection, 
and have continued a War with the French ever fince ; that 
fince that time, thofe Barbarians had done great mifchiefsin 
the French Quarters 5 and that neither the height of the Moun- 
tains, nor depth of the precipices, nor yet the horror of vaft 
and dreadful folitudes, which till then had been accounted an 

‘impenetrable wall, lying between the feveral divifions of both 
the Nations, hindred not their falling upon them, and filling 
their habitations with fire, maflacres, defolation, and what- 
ever the implacable {pirit of revenge could fuggeft to them of 
greateft cruelty , to feed their rage, and fatisfie their bru- 
tality. 

Of the occafions of this Rupture there are feveral accounts 
given. Some attribute it to Monf-: Parguet’s eftablifhing of 
French Colonies in the Iflands of Gravadaand St. Lxcy, with- 
out theconfent of the Caribbiaxs, who thereupon took occa- 
fion of difcontent. Others affirm that they took up Arms, to 
revenge the deaths of fome of their Nation, Inhabitants of the 
Ifland of S. Vizcext, whom they believe to have come to their 
end by drinking fome poifon’d Strong-water which had been 
brought them from Afartinico. . 

Immediately upon the breaking forth of this War, and the 
firft devaftations made by the Cartbbians in one.of the Frexch 
Quarters (which, according to their cuftom, was by a bafe fur- 
prife) thofe who envy’d the glory of thofe Colonies, and their 
progrefs and eftablifhment in thofe Iflands, fcattered their ma- 
licious reports, That the Frezch would never be able to Eee 
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under thofe Barbarians 3. That thofe of the fame Nation; who 
live in Dominico and S. Vincent’s.had {ecretly apply’d themfelves 
to all their Allies of the Continent , to incite them to engage 
in an unanimous War againft the Freeh; That the more eafily. 
to effectuate that defign, and make their Party ftronger, they 
had gone fo far-as to treat of a Peace with the Arovagues, their 
ancient Enemies; And, Thatthey had fo far engag’d all thefe 
Salvages in their Quarrel, that they were refolv’d with a joynt- 
force to fall upon the Frevch, and over-run them with their 
multitude. 

It is not certainly known whether there were really any fuch 
Affociation againft them or not 5 but certain it is, thatthe ef- 
fects fof it appear’d not 5 and that after the firft Irruptions 
of the Caribbians of Martinico into the French Quarters, which 
were indeed with fome advantage of the Barbarians, they have 
been fo unfuccefsful in their Enterprifes fince , and worlted fo 
with the lofs of the chief amongft them , that about two years: 
fince they were forc’d to quit their Villages, and leave their 
Gardensto the difpofal of the Vi@orious, and retire for fafety 
into Woods, and inacceffible Rocks and Mountains. So that 
the World is now perfwaded of the contrary, wz. That 
if thofe Barbarians hall make any further attempt to recover — 
themfelves out of that wretched Confternation in which they 
live, by the force of Arms, they will inall likelyhood be fore'd 
either to quit the abfolute poffeffion of the Ifland tothe French, 
or accept of fuch Conditions of Peace as they can obtain, to 
renew the ancient Alliance, which they have been but too for- 
ward to break. _ 


CHAP. IIT. 


Of the Iflands which lye towards the North. 


more towards the North, are confequently more tem- 

perate. They are alfo more frequented than thofe of 
Tabago, Granada, and §. Aloufta, in regard the Ships which have , 
refrefh’d themfelves at A@artinico, and fall down thence to S. 
Chriftophers, may vific them one after another, without any di- 
verfion out of their Courfe. 


DOMINICO. - : 
fp He Ifland of Dominico lies at the altitude of 15 degrees 


and 30 minutes. [tis conceiv'd tobe inlength about 13. 
League 


li Iflands we intend todeferibe in this Chapter, lying 
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Leagues, and not much lefs in breadth, where it isat the great- 
eft. There are in the midft of it feveral high Mountains, 
which encompafs an inacceflible bottom, where may be feen 
fiom the tops of certain rocks an infinite number of Reptiles, 
of a dreadful bulk and length. 

This Ifland is inhabited by the Carzbbians, who are very nu- 
.merous init. They have a long time entertain’d thofe who 
came to vifit them witha {tory of a vaft and monftrous Serpent, 
which had its aboad in that bottom. They affirmed that there 
was ofthe head of it a very {parkling ftone, like a Carbuncle, 
of ineftimable price; That it commonly veil’d that rich Je- 
wel with athin moving {kin, like that of a mans eye-lid; but 
that when it wentto drink, or {ported himfelf inthe midft of 
that deep bottom, he fully difcover’d it, and that the rocks 
and all about -receiv’d a wonderful luftre from the fire ifluing 
outef that precious Crown. 

- The fupream Perfon of this Ifland was heretofore one of the 

moft confiderable among thofe of the fame Nation. For when 
all their Forces marched out to Battel againft the Arovagues, 
their common Enemies of the Continent ; he had the conduct 
of the Van-guard and was known by a particular mark which 
he had about him. a 

When any French Ships come neer this Ifland, there areim- 
mediately feen feveral Canows, in each whereof there are 
three, or but four Ivdzans at the moft, who come to direct 
them to the Havens, where they may fafely Anchor. They 
commonly bring along with them fome of the Country Fruits, 
whereof having prefented the Captains and other Officers with 
the choiceft , they proffer the reft in exchange for Fifhing- 
hooks, grains of Cryftal, and fuch trifles, as they account 
precious. 


MARIGALANTA. 


*“W He Ifland of Marigalanta lyes at the altitude of 15 deg. 
and 40 minutes. It isa flat Country, and well furnifh’d 
with wood, which arguesit would be fertile enough, if it were 
once reduced toculture. It hath always been frequented by 
the Indians, aswell in order to Fifhing, as for fome {mall Gar- 
dens which they have init. ’ 
The laft Letters from the Carribies brought news that Mont, 
d’ Howel, Governour of Gardeloupe had lately peopled this 
Ifland, and built a Fort in it to keep under certain Indians, 
who would have oppofed his defign, and had kill’d twenty of 
thofe whom he had fent thither at firft to difcover the Coun- 
try ; and that upon that accident hehad fent over thither three 
hundred men, who retreated inthe night time to a great Vef- 
fel they had in the road, till fuch time as the Fort was nade 
tenable. 
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tenable. The Caribbians of Dominico, the better to continue 
the good correfpondence ‘there is between them and the In- 
habitants ot Gardeloupe, who are their next Neighbours, af- 
firm they had no hand in that Maffacre, and excufed them- 
felvesto Monf. d’ Howel, imputing it to thofe of their Nation, 

who live in the other Iflands. i 


SAINTS. 


Etween Dowminico and Gardeloupe there are three or four 

{mall Iflands very neer one another, commonly called the 

Saints: They are at the fame Altitude as Marigalanta, Wett 
from which they lye, and areas yet defert and unhabited, 

The Ifland of Bards lyes more Weft then the forementioned, 
at fifteen degrees, and forty five minutes. It hath that name 
from the infinite number of Birds which breed in it, making 
their Nefts even on the Sea-fhoar : They are for the moft part 
eafily taken with the hand, not fearing men in regard they fel- 
dom fee any. This Iland yes very low, and ishardly per- 
ceivd till one be very: neer it. - ; 


DESIRADO. 


A ies Ifland Deftrado was fo called by Chriftopher Columbus,as 
being the firft difcover’d by him of all the Carzbbzes, in his 
fecond Voyage into America. Andas he called the firft place he 
difcover'd of this new World Saz Salvador, whereas before 
it was called Guanahani, which is one of the Lwcayos, atthe 
altitude of 25 degrees and fome minutes; fo he called this De-_ 
firado, from the obtaining of his Defire. It lies ten Leagues 
from Gardelowpe, North-eaft, and from the Line 16 degrees and 
10 minutes. The foil of this Ifland is good 5 and confequently 
it will not be long ere it be Inhabited. 


GARDELOVUPE. 


Ardeloupe is one of the greateft and nobleft {lands of any 
G poflefs'd by the Frevch in the Caribbies. It was hereto- 
fore called by the Indians Carucueira; but the Spaniards gave 
itthe name by which it is now known. Some would have it 
precifely at 16 Degreess others addtherto 16 minutes. The . 
Circumference of it is about 60 Leagues, and, where broad- 
eft, about nine or ten in breadth. It is divided into two - 
parts by a little Arm of the Sea, which feparates the Grand’- 
terre from that which is properly called Gardeloupe. The more 
Eafterly part of this latter is called by the French Ccbes-Terre, 
and that towards the Weft Baffe-Terre. 


That part of it which is called the Grazd'-Terre hath. two ° 
, Salt- 


= 


Salt-pits, where the Sea-water is converted into Salt, as in fe- 
veral other Iflands, by the force of the Sun, without affiftance 
of Art. 

[hat part which is inhabited hath in feveral places, efpeci- 
ally towards the middle of it, divers high Mountains, whereof 
fome are full of bare and dreadful Rocks, rifing out of a Bot- 
tom , encompaffed with many inacceflible Precipices 5 others 
‘are coverd with delightful ‘Trees , which are to them at all 
times a kind of pleafant Garland. Acthe foot of thefe Moun- 
tains there are feveral Plains of a vaft extent,which are refrefh’d 
by a great number of pleafant Rivers, which occafioned here- 
tofore the Spani{h Ships to touch there, to take in frefh water 
for the continuance of their Voyage. Some of thefe Rivers 
when they are overflown bring down pieces of Wood that 
have pafs’d through the Sulphur-mines, that are in one of the 
moft remarkable Mountains in the I{land , which continually 
caftsup finoak, whence it is called the Su/phur-Mountain. There 
are alfo in it Springs of hot water , which have been found by 
experience good for the Dropfie,and all Indifpofitions proceed- 
ing froma cold caufe. There are between thefe two parts of 
the Land two great Gulphs, whence thofe Inhabitants who 
delight in Fifhing may at any time take Tortoifes, and feveral 
- other excellent Fifh. . | 

The French firft planted themfelves in this Ifland inthe year 
MM. DC. XXXV. M.M. dz Pleffis.and I’ Olive were the firft Go- 
vernours of it, with equal authority 5 but the former dying 
feven moneths after his arrival, and the other becoming unfit 
for Government bythe lofs of his fight, there was fent over 
. Monf. Auber, one of the Captains of St. Chriftophers , who 
chane’d to be then at Paris. This Colony owes its confervati- 
on and welfare fince to the prudence and conduct of this wor- 
_ thy Governor, who fignaliz’d his entrance into that Charge by 
the Peace he made withthe Carribians, and feveral good Con- 
{titutions in order to the welfare of the Inhabitants, whereof 
we fhall give a more particular account in the fecond Book of 
this Hiftory. she 

Monfieur d’ Howel is now Lord and Governor of this Ifland, 
which is yet better fince his eftablifhment, for the number of 
the Inhabitants is much encreas’‘d,, and they have built very fair 
Houfes, and brought fuch Trading thither, that now it is one 
of the moft flourifhing and moft confiderable Iflands of the 
Caribbies. ) 

There are init very fair Plains, wherein the ground is or- 
dered by the Plough, athing not to be feen in any of the other 
Hands. Andafterthe Plough, it bears Rice, Turky-wheat, 
the Manioc, whereof Caffava is made, Potatoes, nay; in fome 
places Ginger and Sugar-canes, with great increafe. ~ 

The reformed Facobins , or White-Friers, are poflefs'd of 
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fome part of the beft Land’ in this Hland, on which they have 
many delightful Plantations. The good condition wherein 
they are isto be acknowledg’d an effect of the care of the R. 
Father Raymond Breton, who, amid{t many great difficulties, — 
prefery’d them to his Order. : 

In that part of the Hand, which 8 called Baffe-terve, there 
isa little Town which grows daily bigger : It hath already fe-" 
veral Streets adorned with many handfome houfesof Timber, 
moft of two Stories, of aconvenient ftructure and delightful to 
the eye. Befides a fair Parifh-Church, there are in ita Col- 
ledg of Fefuits, and a Monaftery of Carmelites, brought thi- 
ther lately’ by the Governors means 5 as alfo feveral Store- 
houfes, well furnifh’d with Provifions and Commodities, re- 
quifite for the fubfiftance of the Colony. a 
~The Governor lives ina Caftle, not far from the Town. Te 
is built four-fquare, having at each corner Spurs and Redoubts 
of Mafons work, of fuch thicknefs as to bear the weight of {e- 
veral great Pieces of Brafs, which are mounted there. A lit- 
tle beyond the Caftle there is a very high Mountain which 
might fomewhat incommodate it ; but the Governor not 
omitting any thing that might contribute to the ornament or 
fecurity of the Tfland, hath planted fome great Pieces there; 
and to prevent furprife of an Enemy, he hath madea kindof 
Cittadel there,which is at all times furnifh’d with Provifions and 
Ammunition. The Cabes-terre hath alfo a confiderable Fort, 
which fecures the whole Quarter; it is called St. Mary’s 
Fort. 

Many perfons of quality have made their retirement into 
this Ifland, and have fet up a great number of Sugar-Mills. 


ANTEGO. 


ea Ifland of Aztego lyes at the Altitude of 16 degrees, 
and 11 minutes, betweenthe Barbados, and the Defirado. 
It is in length about fix or feven leagues, the breadth not the 
fame in all places 3 The accefs of it is dangerous for Shipping, 
by reafon of the rocks which encompafs it. It wasconceiv’d 
heretofore, that it was not to be inhabited, uponthis prefum- 
ption, that there was no frefh water in it: but the Englifh, 
who have planted themfelvesin it, have met with fome, and 
have made Ponds and Cifterns, which might fupply that de- 
fect. This {land is abundant in Fifh, moft forts of wild Fowl, 
and inall of tame Cattel. It is inhabited by feven or eight 
hundred men. 


MONT- 


7 


‘Curl. Fhe Garibby-Iflands. 


MONT-SERR AT. 


He Ifland of Mont-Serrat receiv'd that name from the 
Spaniards, upon the account of a certain refemblance 
there is between a Mountain in this, and that of Mont-Serrat, 
which is not far from Barcelona; and it hath kept the name ever 
fince. - It lyesat the Altitude of 27 degrees. It is about three 
Leagues in length, and almoft as much in breadth, fothat it 


_ deems to be almoft of around figure. °Tis conceiv'd there are 


in it between fix and feven hundred men. NG 

What is moft confiderable in this Ifland is a very fair Church, 
of a delightful, Structure, built by the contributions of the Go- 
vernor and Inhabitants. The Pulpit, the Seats, and all the 


Joyners and Carpenters work within it, are of the moft preci- 


ous and {weet-{cented-wood growing in the Country. 


BARBOUVTHOS. 


are Ifland which the Englifh callthe Barbouthos, lyes at 


the Altitude of 17 degrees, and 30 minutes. It lyes 
very low, and is in length about five leagues, lying North- 
Eatt from Mont-serrat. The Englifh are the Inhabitants of it, 
and the Colony may amount to between four and five hundred 


_ men, who find whereupon to fubfift conveniently. 


It is fubje& to this annoyance, which is alfo common tothe 


‘Hflands of Avtego and Mont-Serrat, thatthe Caribbians of Do- 


minico, and other places, do many times commit great f{poils 
init. The enmity and averfion which thofe Barbariazs have 
conceiv'd againft the Exglifh Nation in general, iscome to that 
height, that there hardly paffes a year but they make one or 
two irruptions, in the nighttime, into fame one of the lands 
it is poflefs'dof; and then, if they benot timely difcever’d, 
and valiantly oppos’d, they killall the men they meet, ran- 
fack the Houfesand burnthem, and if they can get any of the 
Women or Children , they carry them away Prifoners into 
their own Territories , with al the Booty they have a 
mind to. 4 


ROTONDA. 


E ‘He ifland called Redonda, or Rotonda, from its round 
& = figure, lyes atthe altitude of 17 degrees, and 10 minutes. 
Ttisavery littleone, and at a diftance feems to be only a great 
Tower, and taking a profpect of it one way, a man might fay 
it wells great Ship under fail. It is of eafie accef$ on all fides, 
by reafon the Sea about it is deep,and without rocks or fhelves, 
which night dangerous to fhipping. : 
a D 2 
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NEES. 


He Ifland called Nieves, otherwife Mevis, lyes at the al- 
_ titude of 27 degrees, and 19 minutes, Northward. It - 
is not above fix leagues about, and in the midftof it there is 
but one only Mountain, which is very high, and cover'd with 
great Trees up to the verytop. The Plantations ate all about 
the Mountain, beginning from the Sea-fide, till you cometo 
the higheft part of it, the afcent being commodious enough. 
This Ifland may eafily be compafs’d either by land’ or water. 
There are init divers {prings of frefh water, whereof fome are 
ftrong enough to make their way to the Sea: Nay there isione 
{pring , whereof the waters are hot and mineral. Not far 
from the fource there are Bathes made, which are frequented 
with good fuccefs, in order to the curing of thofe difeafes for 
which the waters of Bourbon are recommended. a 
The Englifb, who planted themfelves there in the year 
M.DC.XXViI1. are {till the Inhabitants of this Ifland, andthey 
are now thought to be between three and four thoufand men, 
who fubfift and live handfamly, by the trade they drive in Su- 
gar, Ginger.and Tobacco. 
This Ifland is the beft governed of any in the Carzbbies. 
Juftice is there adminiftred with great prudence by aCoun- - 
cil, confifting of the moft eminent and moft ancient Inhabi- 
tants of the Colony : Swearing, Thieving, Drunkennefs, Forni- — 
cation, and all diffolutions and diforders are feverely punifh’d. 
{n the Year ALDC.XLIX. Mr. Lake, a knowing perfon and fear- 
ing God, had the Government of it. ‘He is fince departed 
this life, be 
There are in this Ifland three Churches, which have nothing 
extraordinary, as to Structure, but are very convenient as to 
the performing of Divine Service. For the fecurity of the Vef- 
fels that areinthe Road, and to prevent the invafion of an Ene- 
my, there is a Fort built, wherein are feveral great Piec€, which 
command as far as the Sea. tt fecures alfo the publick Store- 
houfes, into which all the Commodities that are imported, and 
neceflary for the fubfiftance of the Inhabitants, are difpofed. — 
And thence itis, that they are afgerwards diftributed to thofe 
private perfons who ftand in need thereof, Liven who 
have the over-fight of them think them folvent Perfons, ac- 
cording to the time and price agreed upon, and ordered by the 
Governor and Council. | 


A further recommendation of this Ifland, is, that if is di- 
vided only by a{mall arm of the Sea from that of St. @brifto- 
phers, the nobleft and moft famous of all the Carzbbies. Having 
given but a fhort Defcription of the other lands , "ar 
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fhall give of this, as being the chiefeft, will be fomewhat larger. 
For which reafon, we fhall affign it a Chapter by it felf.. 


- 
— 


3 CHAP. IV. 
Of the Ifland of St. Chriftopher. 


t Christophers was {o called by Chraftopher Columbus, who 

, ™» finding it very pleafant, would needs give it his own 
name. He wasengag’d to give it this name from a con- 
fideration of the figure of its Mountains, the Ifland having on 


its upper part, as it were upon one of itsfhoulders, another lef-_ 


fer Mountain, as S‘ Chriffopher is painted like a Gyant, carry- 
ing our Saviour upon his, as it werea little Child. Its altitude 
is at 17 degreés, 25 minutes. sate . 

- Teisabout 25 leaguesin compafs. The Soil being light and 
fandy, is apt to produce all forts of the Country Fruits, as al- 
fo many of the choiceft growing in Europe. It lyes highinthe 
_midft, by reafon of fome very high Mountains, out of which 
arife feveral Rivers, which fometimes are fo fuddenly over- 
flown through the rains falling on the Mountains, fo as that 
there is none feen at the extremities of them, or in the Plains, 
that the Inhabitants are many times furpriz’d by thofe 
Torrents. : 

The ‘whole Ifland is divided into four Cantons, or Quar- 
ters, two whereof are poflefs'd by the Exglifh; the other two 
by the French 5 but in fuch fort, asthat people cannot crofs 
from one quarter to the other, without paffing over Lands of 
one of the two Nations. The Evglifh have in their part a great- 
er number of little Rivers then the Frezch 3 but in requital, 
the latter have more of the plain Country, and Lands fitter 
for cultivation. The Englifh alfo exceed the’Frexch innum- 
ber ; but the latter have more fortified places, andare better 
armed. The French have four Forts, well farnifh’d with 

reat Pieces, which carryagreat way into the Sea ; and one 
f them hath regular works, like a Citadel. The moft confi- 
erable next that lyes at the Haven, or Anchoring-place, cal- 
ed Baffe-terre. Thereisinbothaconftant Guard kept : And 
to prevent the differences which might happen between two 
different Nations, each of them upon the Avenues of their 
Quarters hath a Guard which is renew'd every day. The 
Englifh have two fortifi'd places, whereof one commands the 
great Haven, and the other a Defcent, not far from Poivte 


de Sable. 
is Ifland is furnifh'd with a fair Salt-pit, lying on the Sea- 
fide. "4 the Inhabitants commonly call Cul-de-Sac. Not 
, far 
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far thence, there is a {mall Point of Land, which reaches out | 


fo far towards the Ifland of Nieves, that it is not above half a 


league of Sea between the two, infomuch that there have been — 


thofe who have {wamefrom one to the other. 

It is conceiv’d there is a Silver-mine in St. Chriftophers 5 but 
in regard the Salt-pits, Woods, Havens, and Mines are com- 
mon to both Nations, no body looks after it: Befides, fuch 
an enterprife would require a great ftock, and an infinite num- 
ber of Slaves. The true Silver-mine of this Iflandis Sugar. 

A man may eafily..compafs the whole Ifland by Land, 
but cannot pafs through the midft of it, by reafon of feveral. 
great and {teepy Mountains, between which there are dread- 
ful precipices, and {prings of hot water: Nay. there are fome 
{prings of Sulphur, which hath occafion’d one of them to be 


called, the Sulphur-Aountain. _ Taking the Circumference 
from without, the body of the Ifland feems to extend it felf, 


by agentle defcent, down to the Sea-fide, and is of an une- 
qual breadth, according as the Mountains dilate tHeir fkirts 
moreor lefs towards the Sea, or the more the'Sea advances, 
and forces the land againftthe Mountains. The Soil, as far as 


it is cultivated, that 1s, tothe fteepy afcent of the Mountains, ~ 
is divided in a manner. about into feveral {tages or ftories, 


through which there are drawn fair and f{pacious ways, ina 
{trait-line, as much as the places would permit. The firft of 
thefe lines of communication begins at about ahundred paces 


.from the Sea-fide 5 another three or four hundred paces high- 


er, and fo afcending tothe third or fourth, whence a man may 
takea very pleafant profpect of all the Plantations from thence 
downwards. 

Every Stage,which makes a kind of girdle,or enclofure,great- 
er or leffer about the Mountains,according to the greater or lef- 
fer diftance of it from the Mountains, hath alfo its ways, which 
like fo many crofling ftreets afford an eafie accefs to thofe 
who live higher or lower; and this with fucha noble fymme- 
try, that when aman compafies the Ifland by Sea, he cannot 
imagine any thing more delightful, then to fee that pleafing 
verdure of fo many Trees, which are planted along the high- 
ways, and are the divifions between the feveral Plantatio: 
The profpect is fuch, that the eye can hardly bewearied ion 
it: If it be directed upwards, it is terminated by thofe high 
Mountains, which arecrown’d witha perpetual verdure, and 
cloath’d with precious Woods: If downwards, it is enter-— 
tain’'d by the delightful profpect of Gardens, which taken in 
from thofe places where the Mountains are inacceffible, are 
thence by a gentle and eafie defcent continu’d to the Sea- 
fide. The delightful bright-green of the Tobacco, planted 
exadtly by the line, the pale-yellow of the Sugar-Canes, 
when cometo maturity, and the dark-green of Ginger and 
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Potatoes, make fo delightful a Landikip, as muft caufe an ex- 


traordinary recreation to the unwearied eye. What very 
much adds to this delight, is, thatin the midf of Srey Plan- 
tation, or Garden, there may befeen feveral fair houfes of dif- 
ferent {tructures, particularly thofé which are cover'd with red 
6relaz’dflate, contribute a greater Juftre to that pleafani per- 
fpective. And in regard there is a perpetual afcent in the Idand, 
the lower ftage or ftory deprives not the fight of the pleafire 
arifing from the profpect of that which lyes. ata greater di- 
{tance ; but a man may at one grafp ‘of the eye, as it werein an 
inftant, behold all thofe delightful divifions, all thofe ways 
which look like fo many walks of an: Orchard, planted with 
feveral forts of Trees 5 all thofe Gardens. regularly befet with 
_divers Fruits ; and all thofe Edifices; which for the moft part 
are not diftant one from another above a hundred paces. Ina 
word, fo many < agreeable objects offer themfelves to. the eye, 
at the fame intuition, thatit isat a: Kind of lols on which moft 
to faften it felf, 

There is iadeed a certain nesenti for eh greater conveni- 
ence of the Inhabitants, and eafier managing of their employ- 
ments, that their Honles fhould be diftinét one from another, 
and plac’d in‘the midft of that piece of ground which they 
haveto manure. The French, befides the houfes they have 
thus difpos'd at certain diftances, have, in théir Quarter of 
Baffe-terre, a Town which grows big geger daily, and whereof 
the Houfes are of Brick and Timber. It lyes neer the Haven, 
where commonly Ships lye at Anchor. The moft confidera ble 
ef. the Inhabitants, and Foreign-Merchants have Svore-houics 
there. 

The French and Dutch Merchants, who rcfide there con- 
ftantly, are well furnifh’d with excellent Wincs, 4g#a-vita, 
and Beer, all forts of Stuffes, of Silk, or Wooll, fr for the 
Country, and generally all the refrefhments, which bei: ng not 
of the growth of the Ifland, are yet neceflary for the better 
accommodation of the Inhabitants, Allis fold ata reafonable 
rate, and in exchange for the Commodities growing in .the 
Country. In the fame place live feveral forts of Trades-men, 
whofe employments are neceflary to Commerce and civil So- 
ciety. There is alfoa Hall for the adminiftration of Jultice, 
anda fair Church able to contain.a very great Congregation: 
The Structure is of wood, rais'd on a foundationiof Sree-ftone : 
Inftead of Glafs- windows there are only turned: Pillars, after 
the fafhion of a Balcony. It is cover’d with red Slate. ; 

The Capuchins for fome years had the overfight of a faid 
Church, and the charge of the Souls, as to the “French, over 
the whole Ifland : but in the year-one thoufand fix | nade 

_ forty and fix, they were difengag’d from that employment by 
the unanimous confent of che Inhabitants, who-civilly difmifs’d 
them, 
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them, and receiv'd in their ftead Je(uits and Carmelites, who 
have very fair Houfes and Plantations, which are manured by 
agreat number of Slaves belonging to them, through whofe 
means they are very handfomly maintained. TheR.F. Henry 
du Vivier was the firft Superior of the Jefuitical Miffion. 

His Excellency the General hath alfo built a very fair Ho- 
fpital, in a very healthy place, where fuch fick perfons as are 
unable to effect their recovery at their own houfes, are at- 
tended, and maintained, and vifited by Phyfitians'and Surge- 
ons, till they arereftoredto their former health. Strangers al- 
fo who fall fick in the Ifland are receiv'd inthere. Order is al- 
fo taken that Orphans be difpos’d into convenient houfes, 
where they are brought up and inftructed. : 

There are many noble Structures built both by the the Eng- 
lifh and French; but the moft magnificent of any isthe Caftle 
of the French General, the particular Defcription whereof we 
fhall neverthelefs forbear, in regardit makes not much tothe 
Natural Hiftory oft he Carzbbies. : 

Of the Englifh building the moft confiderable are thofe o 
the late Mr. Warzer, firft Governour General of this Nation 5 
Mr. Rich’s, his fucceflor; Mr. Everard’s, and Col. Geffreyfon's, 
which may well be ranked among the moft noble, and beft ac- 
complifh’d of any in the Carzbbies. } 

The Englifh have alfo built in this Ifland five very fair 
Churches, well furnifh’d within with Pulpits, and Seats, of ex- 
cellent Joyners work, of precious wood. Till the late Times, 
the Minifters were fent thither by the Archbifhop of Cazterbn- 
ry, to whofe Diocefs it belongs. 


CHAP. V. 
Of the Lee-ward Ifiands. 
A LL the Iflands lying Weft from St. Chriftophers arecom- 


monly called the Lee-ward Iflands, inafmuch as the 

conftant wind of the Caribbies is an Eaft-wind , with 
fome point of the North, and that there is feldom any Weft or 
South-wind. Of thefe there are nine principal ones, whereof | 
we fhall give an account in this Chapter, according to the order 
they are placed in the Map. ; 


S EUSTACE. 


He Ifland of St. Exftace lyes North-Weft from St, chrifto-. 

phers, at the altitude of feventeen degrees, and forty 

minutes. Its about five leagues in compafs. To poe 
| perly, 
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perly, itis but a Mountainrifing up inthe midft of the Ocean, 
much like a Sugar-loaf, which is thought.tobe the figure of 
Mount Tabor, and the Pic of Teneriffe, fave that the laft named 
is incomparably higher. The Colony inhabiting it, confift- 


ing of about fixteen hundred men, acknowledg the Sovereign~ — 


ty of the States-General, who have granted the Government 
of it to Monf: Vax Ree, and his Affociates, Merchants of F/z/h- 
ing in Zealand. : i 

This land is the ftrongeft, as to fituation, of all the Carib- 

bies, for there is but one good defcent,which may be eafily de- 

fended ; fothat a few men might keep off a great Army: But 
befides this natural Fortification, there isin ita {trong Fort 
which commands the beft Haven, the Guns of it carrying 2 
good diftance into the Sea. - 

The Inhabitants have neat houfes, and thofe well furnifh’d, 
as their Country-men have in Holland. Only the very top of 
the Mountain is cover'd with Wood; all the compafs 1s manur’d. 
It can hardly be credited what quantities of Tobacco it hath 
heretofore and {till doth yield. 

Though the top of this Mountain feems to be very picked, 
yet is there a kind of bottom of a large extent, affording a re- 
treat to a great number of wild Beafts. The Inhabitants are 
very induftrious in keeping on their Lands all forts of Poultry, 
as alfo Swine and Conies, which breed exereamly. 

There are no Springs in this Ifland; but there are now few 
Houfes but. have a good Ciftern to fupply that defect: There 
are alfo Store-houfes fo well furnifh’d with all things requifite 
to life, andthe accommodation of the Inhabitants, that many 
times they have wherewith to pleafuretheir Neighbours. The 
{nbabitants live decently andChriftianly, and cannot juftly be 
reproach’d with thofe crimes which fome have impos’d upon 
them. There is in the Ifland one Church, which hath from 
time to time been fupply’d with very able Paftors; of whom 
one was Mi¥ Aday, who, among other Writings, put out a Learned 
Commentary on the moft difficult places of the five Books of 
Mofes, wherein there are many curious Obfervations of Na- 
ture. 


st BARTHOLOMEW. 


He Ifland of S. Bartholomew lies North-eaft from S. Chri- 

_ Stopbers, atthe 16. degree of Altitude: [t hath but lit- 

tle ground fit for manuring, though it be it be a confiderable 
compafg:. The Governour-General of the French , de Poincy, 
peopled it at his own Charge about fifteen years fince: It af- 
fords feveral forts of excellent Trees, which are much efteem’d 5 
an infinite number of Birds of feveral kinds; and a kind of 
Lime-ftone, which is fetch’d thence by the Inhabitants of the 
E other, 
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other Iflands.. There is no fafe coming in for Ships of great 
burthen, by reafon of the many Rocks which encompafs it. 
Such perfons as are enclin’d to folitude cannot difpofe them- 
felves to a fitter place for it than this is. 


SABA. 


“He Ifland of Saba lies North-weft from S. Exftace’s, at the 

altitude of 17 degrees and 35 minutes:A man would think 
it at a diftance to be only a Rock 5 but the Colony ofS. Ex/tace, 
which fent over men to manure It, hath found in it a pleafant 
Valley,able to employ many Families, who live contentedly in 
that delightful retirement. Only Shallops can come neer it. 
The Fifhing about it is very plentiful: Nor is there any want 
of other Refrefhments that are neceffary. 


S MARTIN. 


He Ifland of S. Adartix lies atthe Altitude of 18. degrees 
and 16 minutes: It is about feven Leagues in length, 
and four inbredth : There are in it excellent Salt-ponds, which 
had oblig’d the Spaviard to build a Fort in it, the better to fe- 
cure the poffeffion of it; but about nine years fince he demo- 
lith’d the Fort and quitted the Ifland: Which being obferv’d 
by Monfieur de Ruyter, who commanded one of the Ships which 
Monfieur Lampfez commonly fendsinto America, and who then 
failed by this Ifland, he went to S.Euface’s to raife men, whom 
he brought thither, and took pofleffion of itin the name of the 
States-General. 

The news of the Spaniards departure thence coming at the 
fame time to the Frezch General, he prefently difpatch'd thither 
a Ship very well mann‘d, to recover the right and pretenfions 
of the Frezch; who had been poflefs’d of the faid [land before 
the ufurpation of the Spaniard: Since the Freach and Dutch 
have divided it, and live very friendly together. The French 
have there about 300 men. The Salt-ponds are in the Dutch- 
Quarter. The Dutch are more in number than the French : 
Lampfen and Vaz Ree atethe Directors of the Colony. They 
have very fair Houfes, large Store-houfes, and a confiderable 
number of Negroes, whoare their perpetual Slaves. 

Thereisno frefh water in this I{land, but what when it rains 
is receiv'd into Cifterns, which are common enough. There 
are feveral little Iflands about this, very convenient for the di- 
vertifements of the Inhabitants. There are alfo Ponds of fale 
water, which run up far into the Land, in which are taken 
abundance of good Fifh, efpecially Sea-Tortoifes. ‘There are 
in the Woods Wild-Swine, Quifts, Turtles , and an infinite 
number of Parrots. There arealfofeveral Trees, out of which 
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diftill feveral forts of Gums: but the Tobacco which grows 
here being efteem’d’beyond that of any of the other Iflands, 
the Commerce of it is fo much the more confiderable. The 
French and Dutch have their ciftinét Churches in their feveral 
Jurifdictions. Monfieur des Camps, the prefent Paftor of the 
Dutch Church was fent thither in September, 1655. by the Sy- 
nod of the Walloon Churches of the United Provinces, under 
whofe fpiritual infpection this Colony is. 


SNAKE. 


He Ifland named the Szake, is fo called from its figure ; 

for itis along tra& of earth, but very narrow, winding 
almoft about. neer S. Martins Wland, whence it: is very plainly 
perceiv'd. There isnot any Mountain in it, the ground lying 
lowand even. Where it is broadeft there is a Pond, about 
which fome Englifh families planted themfelves about {even or 
eight years fince, and where they plant Tobacco, which. is 
highly efteem’d of thofe who are good judges in that Commo- 
dity. The Iflandlyes at 18 degrees and 20 minutes on this 
fide the Line. : 


SOMBRERO. 


“pf He Ifland Sombrero lyes in the midft of thofe Banks which 

_ lyeabout the Channel, through which the Ships bound 
for Europe do pafs. It lyes at 18 degrees and 30 minutes. 
The Spaniards called it Sombrero, from its having the figure of 
a Hat. Itisnot inhabited. : 


ANEGADO. 


Negado, which.lyes under the fame degree as Sombrero, is 
alfo defert, and of dangerous accefs. 


VIRGINS. 


Se Virgins , greater and lefler, comprehend feveral 
I{lands marked in the Map by’ that name. There are 
numbred in all twelve or thirteen of them : They reach Ealt- 
ward from St. ‘John de Porto-Rico, at the altitude of 18 degrees, 
North ofthe Line. Between thefe I{lands there are very good 
Anchoring places for feveral Fleets. The Spaniards vifit them 
often, in order to Fifhing, which is there plentiful. There 
are alfo in them an infinite number of rare both Land and Sea- 
fowl. They afford fo little good ground, that after a tryal 
made thereof in feveral places, it was concluded, that they 
deferved not Inhabitants. | 

FE 2 Se CROIX, 
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Se¢ CROIX. 


He laft of all the Caribbies ‘of the Lee-ward Iflands is the — 
Ifland of Sante Croix, orthe Holy Crok&. Itlyes at 18 
degrees and fome minutes. The Caribbians who were forc’d 
thence by the Spaniards, call it Ayay: It was much efteem’d. 
among them, becaufe it was the firft Ifland that Nation poflefe'd 
themfelves of when they came fromthe North tofeek a con- 
venient habitation to lay the foundations of their Colonies, as 
fhall be reprefented particularly in the Second Book of this 
Hiftory. mt 

The Soil of this Ifland returns with good intereft whatever 
isfown init : there arein it fair and fpacious Plains, of a black 
earth, and eafie to be manured: there are alfo feveral fair and 
precious kinds of Trees good for Dying and Joyners work. 
The Air is good, but the Waters not fo wholfom, if drunk im- 
mediately after they aredrawn: To take away the ill quality 
they have, they are put toreft a certain time in earthen veffels, 
which makes them good; and thence it is conceivd that the 
bad quality proceeds from their mud, as is obferved in thofe of 
the Néle. : seul 

This Ifland is now poffefs'd by the French, who have rais‘d 
it toa great height after its feveral changes of former Matters. 
The French General fupplies it with Inhabitants at his own 
charge. 

i snay be nine or ten Leagues in length, and neer as much 
inbreadth, whereit isbroadeft. The Mountains are neither 
fo high nor fhuffled fo neer together, but that people may get 
up to the tops of them, and that there isgood ground enough 
befides to find work for many thoufands of men. 


—— 


CHAPS VI 
Of Trees growing in thefe Ilands, whofe Fruit 


may be eaten. 


Fruits, which contribute to the nourifhment of the 
Inhabitants 5 others are fit for Building; Joyners work, 
or Dying : There are fome alfo very fuccefstully ufed in Me- 
dicine , and fome which only delight the Smelling by their 
{weet fcent, and the Sight by their ever verdant Boughs and 
Leaves. : 
Of thofe which bear Fruits fit for Food, and may be feen in 
Europe, 


()' the Trees growing in thefe Iflands fome bear good 
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Europe, there are only here Orange-trees , Pomegranate-trees, 
Citron-trees, and Lemon-trees, the bulk and goodnefs whereof 
far exceeds thofe of the fame kinds growing elfewhere. 


ORANGE... 


F Oranges there are two kinds, yet of the fame figure, 
and diftinguifhable only by the tafte®, fomeare {weet, 
others fharp, both extreamly delicate. The fharp area great 
convenience to houfe-keeping , for they are ufed inftead of 
Verjuyce and Vinegar ; but the {weet excell in goodnefs : Some 
indeed call the China-Orange, the Queen of Oranges, and real 
Mufk-balls under the colour and figure of Oranges: But how- 
ever fome may celebrate the delightful {weetnefs of the China- 
Oranges, there are others prefer the excellent tafte and picquan- 
cy of our American-Oranges. 


POMEGRANATE. 


4 Gan Pomegranate-treés grow, alfo excellently well in all 
thefe Iflands, and bear Fruits fair tothe Eye and plea- 
fantto the Tafte. In many placesthefe Trees ferve for Palifa- 
does about Courts, borders of Gardens, and the Avenues of 
Houfes. 


@ 


CITRONS. 


F Citrons there are three kinds, different as to bignefs, 
_and which confequently are not all called Citrozs. The 
firft kind, which is the faireft and largeft,is called Lime : it is on- 
ly good to be preferv'd, having very little juyce ; but preferv’d, 
_ itisexcellent. The fecond kind isthe Lemon, about the big- 
nefs of the Citroz brought from Spaiz : but its juyce is little, in 
comparifon of itsbulk. The little Cétroz, which makes the 
third kind, is the beft and moft efteem’d: it hath avery thin 
fikin or pellicle, and is full of a very fharp juyce, which gives 
- anexcellent tafte to Meats, anda picquancy to feveral Sawces: 
it is a particular Fruit of America. Some curious perfons have 
intheir Gardens akind of very {weet Cztrozs, both as to their 
peel and juyce, which astobignefs and tafte come not behind 
thofe which grow in Portugal. 
All other Trees growing in the Caribbies have their Leaves, 
Flowers, Fruit, and Bark, of a Figure, Tafte and Colour dif- 
ferent from thofe.of our Countries, . 


GOYAVIER. 
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GOYTAVIER. 


oa begin with the Fruit-Trees; there is fome account 
i made of the Goyavier, which comes neer the figure of 
the Laurel, {avethat the Leaves arefofter, of a brighter green, 
and more cottened on the lower-fide. The Barkof this Tree 
is very thin and fmooth: It fhoots forth at the roots feveral 
fuckers, which if not taken away, will in time make a thick 
wood about it, as far asthereis any good ground. Its branches, 
which are thick and well furnifh’d with leaves, are loaden 


~ twicea year with little white Flowers, which are follow'd by 


{everal green Apples, which become yellow, and of a good 
{mell when they are ripe. This Fruit hathon the top a little 
pofie like a Crown, and the meat within is either white orred, 
full of little kernels, like thofe of a Pomegranate ; whence the 
Dutch call it the fweet Pomegranate: It is about the bignefs ofa 
Pearmain, andripensin onenight. 

Being eaten green, it is aftringent: whence it is ufed by 
many again{t Bloody-Fluxes : but being ripe it hath a quite 
contrary effect. is 


PAPAYER. 


He Papayer is a Tree which grows without boughs, 
about 15 or 20. foot high, big proportionably to its 
height, hollow and fpongious within, whence it is ufed to 
eonvey Springsand Rivulets to diverfe places. There aretwo 
kinds of its one commonly found in all the Iflands. The 
leaves of it are divided into three. points, much like the leaf 
of the Fig-iree > They are faftened to long'tails, .as big as a 
mans thumbs, and hollow within. They fhoot out of:thetop 
of the Tree, and bending downwards, they cover feveral 
round fruits, about the bignefs ofthe great Quimce-pears which 
grow round the boal to which they are faftened. et: 
The other kind is particular to the Ifland of Sante Croix, . 
{t isfairer, and hath more leaves then the former: but what 
caufes it to be more ‘efteem’d is its-Fruit, which is about the 
bignefs of a Melon, and of the figure of a womans breatft, 
whence the Portughefe call it Adana. / “8 
There is this particularly remarkable in thefe Trees, that 
they bring forth new fruits every moneth in the year. The 
flower of both kind is of good fcent, and comes neer that of 
Feffeceue. The Fruit of the latter is accounted among the 
choiceft entertainments of the Iflands, in as much as being come 
to perfection it hatha firm fubftance, and may be cut in pieces 
like a Melon, and is of avery pleafant tafte. The rind is yel- 
Jow, intermix’d with certain green lines, and within it is full 


of 


of 
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of little feeds, round, vifcous, and foft, of a picquant 'tafte, 
and approaching that of Spice. This fruit fortifies the ftomack, 
and helps digeftion. ; 


MOMIN. 


He Momin isa Tree grows up to the bignefs of an Apple- 
tree, and bearsa large fruit of thefamename. °Tistrue, 
the Iflanders commonly call it Corafol, becaufe the feeds of 
thofe they have was brought from Corafol, an Mland_ poflets'd 
long fince by the Dutch, who have there a good Fort, and a 
numerous Colony, which hath {pred it felf into feveral other 
Ilands neerit. ThisFruitis like a little Cucumber not fully 
ripe ;_ therind of it isalways green, and enamell'd with feveral 
{mall partitions like feales: if itbe gathered in its maturity it 
is within as white ascream, and ofa mixture of {weetnefs and 
fharpnefs, which much heightens the tafte of it. This Fruic 
is extreamly cooling, and pleafant to the palate : In the midft 
of it lyesthe feed, which is of the bignefs and figure of a Bean, 
very fmooth, and of the colour of a Touch-ftone on which a 
piece of gold had been newly try’d; for it feems to fparkle 
with little golden veins. >> | 


| UNEP A 


1. jenipa, beingthe fame Tree which the Brafilians 
§ call Fazipaba, andthe Portuguex, Jenipapo, grows up tothe 
bignefs of a Cheftnut-tree, the boughes of it bowing down to- 
wards the ground, and making a pleafant fhade: The leaves of 
it are long, like thofe of a Wal/uut-tree : It bears a kind of 
flower like thofe of Narcifjys, and they are of a good {cent. 
The wood of it isfolid, and in colour of a pearly grey. The 
Inhabitants cut down thefe Trees while they are yet young, to 
make f{tocks for Muskets and Fire-locks, in regard the wood 
being eafie to be wrought, may beexeellently polifh’d. Eve- 
ry moneth itis cloath’d with {ome new leaves: ‘It bearsa kind 
of Apples, which being ripe feem to have been baked in an 
Oven, aboutthe bignefs of an ordinary Apple: Falling from 
the Tree they make anoife like that ofa gun difcharg’d : which 
proceeds hence, that certain winds or {pirits pent up in the thin 
pellicles which enclofe the feed, being ftirr'd by the fall, force 
their way out with acertainviolence. Whence it may be con- 
cluded, that it is the fame Fruit which the Indians in New-Spaiz, 
bya barbarous name call Quant la Lazin. fc 

\- Thefe Funipa-apples eaten without taking away the little skin 
within them, ate extreamly binding. This Fruit is much 


fought after by Hunts-men , in regard that being fourifh it 


quenches thirft, and comforts fuch as are wearied by travelling. 
he 
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The juice of it dyesa very dark Violet, though it felf be as 
clear as rock-water:nay when it is applied twice to the fame part 
of the body which a man would dye, it makes the place appear 
black. The Indians ufe it to fortifiethe body, and to make it 
more fupple before they goto the wars. They are alfoofa — 
perfwafion that this colour renders them moreterrible to their 
enemies. The tinéture this Fruit gives cannot be taken away 
with Soap; but after nine or ten days it difappears of it felf. 
The Swine which eat of this fruit when it falls off the Tree, 
have the flefh and fat of a violet colour, as hath been found by 
experience. The famething hath been obfervwd in the flefh of 
Parrots, and other Birds, when they have eatenof it. There 
may be made of thefe Applesa drink pleafant enough, yet fuch 
asis only us’d among the Indians and Hunts-men, who haye no 
fetled habitation. 


RAISIN. 


as | ee Raifin-tree, or Vine, which the Caribbians call Oulient, 
grows up toa midling height, and creeps in a manner 
along the ground on the Sea-fide : but in good ground, it 
grows up high, as one of the moft delightful Trees of the Fo- 
reft. Theleaves of it areround, and thick, intermixt with 
red and green. Under the bark of the trunk, having rais’da 
white foft fubftance about two inches thick, a man finds a 
wood of a violet colour, folid, and fit for excellent pieces of 
Joyners work. It bears in its branches fuch fruits, as when they 
are ripe might be taken for great violet Grapes; but inftead of 
Kernels, every Grape hath under a tender pellicle, and under a 
very {mall fubftance, which isa little fowrifh, cooling, and ofa 
good tafte, a hard ftone like that ofa Plumb. , 


ACAFOV. 


Here are three kinds of Trees known by the name of — 
Acajou but of thofe, only that we fhall here defcribe 
bears any truic: "Tisa Tree of no great height, f{preading its 
branches down towards the ground: The leaves of it are fair 
and large, clofing to a roundnefs before, and divided by certain 
veins. The flowers of it at the firft fhootiog forth are white, 
but afterwards they become incarnate, and ofa purple colour : 
They grow in tuffes and bufhes, and they fend forth fo fweet a 
{cent, that it is eafie to diftinguifh the Tree which bears them : 
Thefe flowers fall not till they are thruft off bya kindof Cheff- 
aut, much after the form ofan Ear, ora Hares kidney. When 
this Cheftnut is come to its growth, there is fram’d underit a 
very fair Apple, fomewhat long, which is crown’d with that 

as acreft, which as it ripens becomes of an Olive-colour, ae 

the 
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the Apple puts on a thin delicate skin of a lively Vermilion. 
Within it is full of certain’ fpungious filaments, which yield a 
kind of fweet and fharp juice extreamly good to quench thirft, 
and accounted very good for the ftomach, asalfo in {woonings 
and fainting, being qualifi'd with alittle Sugar: But if it 
chince'to fall on any Linen, it makesa red {tain therein, which 
continues till fuch time as the Tree brings forth new flowers. 
~The Indians'‘make an’ excellent drink of this. fruit, which 
being’ kept fome days inebriates as foon as the beft: French- 
wine.would. ‘The Nut which isabove, burnt, yields a cau- 
ftick’oy!, which is fuccefsfully ufed to mollifie, nay to take 
away Corns, aid the calloufnefs of the feet. If it becrack’d 
thereis within a kernel, cover’d with a thin ‘pellicle, which 
being taken away itisof an excellent tafte, and its vertueis to 
warin and extreamly to fortifie the Stomach. 

© This Tree bears but once a years whence the Brafilians 
number their age by the Nuts growing on this Apple, laying 
up one for every year, which they keep very carefully ina little 
basket for that purpofe. If an incifion be made at the foot of 
this Tree there will come fortha clear.and tranfparent Gum, 
which many have taken for that which isbrought out of Ara- 
bia. The feed-of the Tree is in the Nut, which put into the 
ground grows without any trouble. 


Peace, 


He Icaco isa kind of {mall Plumb-tree which grows after the 
form of a Briar 5 the branches of it are at all times loaden 
with fmall long leaves: Twice a year they are drefs’d with 
abundance of pretty white or violet flowers, which are fol- 
low'd by a little round fruit, about the bignefs of a Damfin, 
and that being ripe, grows either white or violet, as the flower 
had been before: This fruit is very fweet, and fo lov'd by 
fome Savages living neer the Gulf of Hondures, that they are 
called Icacos from their much feeding on thefe Plumbs.. Thofe 
who have travell’d among them have obferved, that when thefe 
fruits are ripe they carefully fecure the propriety thereof to 
themfelves, andto prevent their Neighbours, who have none in 
their Quarters, from fpoiling the Trees, have Guards fet on 
the Avenues of their Country, who with Club and Dart op- 
pofe fuch as fhould attempt their difturbance. 


MONBAIN. 


iy a Monbain is a Tree grows very high, and bears long 
and yellowifh Plumbs, which are of a {cent good enough: 
But the ftone being bigger then all the meat about it, they are 
not much efteem’d, unlefs it be of fome who mix them inthe 
drinks of Oxicouand Maby, to give them a better tafte. The 
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Swine feeding in the Woods -areialways. fat, when thefe fruits 


_are'ripe s{-forthere falls abundancejof themunder,the Trees as 


they ripen; .which are greedily devoured by.thofe creatures, 
This Tree yields a; yeHow Gum, which cafts.a ftronger, {cent 
then thé fruit... °T:he: branches thruft into the ground. eafily 
take root whenceiit; comes; that theyicommonly. fet thole 
Clofes:withthent:where:they-keep Cattle. >; 4..4))5).0..5., 
do The Gevrbary for the moft part grows higher, more leavie 
and bigger then the Manbuin. It bears; a fruit thehell where- 
of, ean: hatdly be:broken,, andj it is about four fingersilong,.two 
broad. and onéthick :, ;Within the fhell there;is.two or three 
fiones.coveridiwitha-foft meat; as yellow as,S¢ffron.. Itisof a 
good:taftés! but if muchiof it be raken it. extreamly ,clogs, the 
ffomack;» and hinders|refpiration. _ , The Sayages,in cafe,of ne 
ceffity make a drink of:at; which; well ordered: is.not,. unplea- 
fant, ‘thats; whentit is: well boild:with water. The wood of 
this Treeiis{olid,!:0fa eatour: inclining to red... The Txee;ber 
te idk illasacGam which is hardened by the Sun;, and-will 
vontinue! clear} tranfparent as yellow Amber, and. of a-.good 
fcent) ::Somelindiabs make Buttons of, it, of feveral fafhions, 
of whichicthey;make Bracelets, Neck-laces ; and Pendants, 


> 


whichareshanidfom, glittering, and-of 4 good {cent. 
SON OT Vos LODREN Me 
INDIAN FIG-TREE. 


Here is in moft of thefe Iflands a great Tree, which the 

.f. ~Europeans have called the! I¢diax Fig-tree, becauferit 

bears)a foal fi'uit without.any ftone; which in figure and tafte 
comes:nter the FrenchFig :, OtherWife it. hath no\refemblance 
to our’ Fig-treess for befides. that the leaf-is..of a different 
figure, and: muchnatrower, it grows in fome places to fuchan 
exceflive bulk, that therelare of them fuch as many men put 
together cannotencompafs, in regard the Trunk, which com- 
monly is not eveninitsicircumference, fheotsforth onthe fides 
fromithe.very root to the place where the boughs begin, cer- 
tain: excrefcencies which reach four or five foot about, and 
which by:that'means make deep cavities,  ftanding like fo ma- 
ny Neeches, © ThefeExcrefcencies which are of the fame fub- 
ftance with the body of the Tree, are alfo enclos'd with the 
fame bark ‘as covers ‘it, and they are feven or eight inches 
thick , proportionably to the Trunk they encompafs.. The 
wood of this Tree within is white and foft, and there are com- 
monly cut out of thofe long pieces which fhoot forth out.ofthe 
Trunk, Planks for Flooring, Doors and Tables, withoutany 
fearthat the Tree fhould dye: For, ina fhort time it foeafily 
recovers the prejudice it had receiv’d, that it can hardly be 
perceiv'd there was any thing taken from it. All thofe who 
have liv'dsinthe Iland of Torto#fes, which lyes North from 
Ita | Hifpaniola, 
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Hifpaniola, have feen in the way which Jeads from the Plains 
of the Mountain tothe Village, which the French call agl- 
-plantage , one of thefe Trees which may well afford fhelrer 
to.two hundred men under the fhade of its branches, which 
are always loaden with leaves very thick and bufhy. 


SERVICE-TREE. 


Here isinthefe Iflandsa kind of Service-tree much diffe- 
_4§b. rent fromthat in France 5 for it is of an exceflive height, 
pleafant tothe eye, andadorn’d with fair leaves and branches. 
It-bears a pleafant fruit, round asa Cherry, .of a yellowith co- 
lour, {potted with little round {pots; when it is ripe it falls off 
of it felf :. It taftes like a Sorb-apple; and thence it came to be 
fo calied: It 1s much fought after by the Birds. 


‘The PRICKLY-PALM. 


A LL thefe Iflands have Palws, nay fome have four feveral 

. fortsof them. .Qne iscalled the Prickly or Thorny-Palw, 
having that name from the-pricklinefs of it, the boal, branches, 
and leaves being furnifhed with prickles very fharp, and fo 
dangerous, that whoever is prick’d thereby willbe troubled a 
longtime, if a prefent remedy be not applyed : Thofe which en- 
compafs the trunk are flat, about. the length of a mans finger, 
of the figure of a Tooth-pick, {mooth, and of a tawny colour 
inclining toblack. The Negroes before they come neer it 
make a fire about the foot of the Tree to burn up the prickles, 
which are as fo much armour toit. Its fruit confilts in a great 
tuft, which contains feveral greyifh, hard and round Nuts, with- 
in which are kernels good toeat. Of this kind of Palws fome 
Negroes get a fort of Wine by making incifions in the branches. 
It is probably the fame Tree which the Braftlians call Agri. 


FRANC-PALM. 


He fecond kind is the Frauc-Palw: It is a {trait Tree of 

§ extraordinary height. The roots ofthis Tree are above 
ground, round about the ftock two or three foot high, and 
about the bignefs of a Hogfhead: Thefe roots are {mall pro- 
portionably tothe height of the Tree they fuftain; but they 
are foconfufedly fhufled one within another, that they afford 
it afubftantial fupport. One thing particular to this Tree is, 
that itis bigger abovethen below: Whiie it is young the bark 
is tender, of a dark-grey colour, and mark’d at every foots 
_ diftance with a circle, which difcovets very neer how many 
years it hath been in the ground: But when it is come toits 
full growth, itis all over fo folid and fmooth, that theres 
Ea nothing 
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nothing tobe feen. The top of it is adorned with feveral fair 
branches chanell’d, and fmooth, which have on each fide an in- 
finite number of leaves,green,long,narrow and very thin, which - 
add much to its beauty. The tendereft of thefe branches; 
whichare not yet fully blown, ftart up dire@ly from the mid- 
dle of the Tree, while the others which bend downwardsall 
about make it as *twerea rich and beautiful crown. 

This Tree difburthens it felfevery month of fome one of its 
branches, as alfo of a bark whichis loofned from below, which 
is four or five foot long, about two broad, and of ‘the thick- 
nefs of tann’d leather. The Inhabitants of the Iflands call this 
bark Tache, and they ufe it for the covering of their Kitchins, 
and other places belonging to their habitations, as they make 
ule of the leaves neatly ty’d together in little fheaves to cover | 
their houfes. ) 

We have purpofely ranked the Palms among the Fruit-trees 
of thefe Iflands, in regard all of them, the Latazier only excep- 
ted, contribute fomewhat to the nourifhment of men. For if 
the Prickly-Palw before defcribed, afford Wine, this bears on 
the top of itstrunk, andasit were in its heart, a whitifh mar- 
row or pith, very tender and favory, tafting like a {mall Nut, 
if eatenraw, and being boiled, and feafoned with the thin and 
white leaves which encompafs it, and’ are as it were fo much 
linen about it, it may be numbred among the moft delicious 
difhes of the Caribbies. The French call that marrowy fub- 
{tance, and the leaves enclofing it, Chon de Palmifte, Palm-Cab+ 
bage, for they put it into the Pot inftead of Cabbage, and 
other Herbs. HBO: a 

Cleave the trunk of this Treeintwo, and take away,as may © 
eafily be done, a certain filiamental and foft matter, which 
lyes within, the remaining wood, which is by that means made 
hollow, anda good inch thick, makes excellent long gutters, 
which will laft a great while. They are ufed alfo to cover 
with one piece only the roof of the Cazes, and to convey wa- 
ter to any place. Turners and Joyners make of this wood, 
which is almoft black and eafily polifh’d, feveral excellent 
pieces which arenaturally marbled. 

Pliny writes of Trees fo prodigioufly high, that an arrow _ 
could not be fhot over them: and the Author of the Gezeral » 
Hiftory of the Indies {peaks of a Tree fo high that a man could 
not caft a ftone over it. But though the Palz we now de- 
{cribe much exceeds all the other Trees of the Caribbies, yet 
dare we not affirm it to be of fuch an extraordinary height, 
fince that from the foot of the Tree there may be eafily ob- 
fervd a fair branch, which rifing out of the top of the trunk, 
is alwaysturn'd towards the Sun-rifing. It is renew’d every 
year, and when it iscome out of its cafe, it is enamell’d with 
an infinite number of little yellow flowers, like golden but- 

| tons, 
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tons; which afterwards falling, their places are fupply’d by 
certain round fruits, about the bignefs of a fmall Hens egge. 
They are faften’d together as it were in one clufter , and 
that thefe flowers and fruits might be fecured again({t the in- 
juries of the weather, they are cover’d above by a thick bark, 
which on the outfide is hard and of a greyifh colour, but with- 
inof a kind of Vermilion-guilt, clofing upwards like a Pyra- 
mid, This precious fan is nothing elfe Bis the cafe which kept 
in the flowers before they were fully blown, and being opened 
below fpreads it felf intoa hollow figure in the midft, and 
pointed at the extremities, the better tocover both the flowers 
and the fruit. oarnt ou 


LATANIER. 


—e 
He third kindof Palm is called the Latanier : This grows 

4... upto aconfiderable height, but not very big. In ftead 
of branches, it hath only long leaves,round above,and {pread at 
the extremity likea fan. They are faftened to certain great {talks 
which come out of certain filaments that encompafs the top of 
thetrunk, like a thick piece of Canvafs,red and very clear. Thefe 
leaves ty’'dup in little bundles ferve to cover the Cazes, and 


of the rind which is raifed from above the tails or ftalks, may be | 


made Sives, Bafkets, and feveral other little curiofities, which 
the Indians account thebeft of their Houfhold-ftuff. Of the 
wood of this Tree, as alfo of that of the Frazc-Palw, they 


make Bows, the Clubs they ufe in fighting, in ftead of Swords, 


Axagayes, akind of little fharp Launces, which they dart at 
their enemies with the hand, and they fharpen therewith the 
points of their Arrows, which by that means are as piercing as 
if they were of Steel. 


Cocos, 

He fourth kind of Palm, and the moft excellent of all is 
~~ that which is called Cocos, that famous fruit of which 
Hiftorians tell fuch miracles. But it isto be obferv’d that the 
Cocos of the Weft-Indies grow not neer tothe height of thofe 
in the Eaft-Indies, the trunk commonly not exceeding twenty 
or twenty five foot isheight, of a bignefs proportionablethere- 
to. Ie is better furnifh’d with branches and leaves then the 
Franc-Palm. The Iflandsof Afonaca and Routam, at the Gulf 
of -Hoxdures, are famousfor their abounding with thefe Trees. 
The Ifland of S$. Bartholomew of the Caribbies have alfo of them, 

and thence they were brought toS. Chriftophers. 

- The fruit grows upon the very trunk, at the fhooting forth 
of the branches. It hath the form of a Nur, but is without 
comparifon much bigger 5 for one of them fometimes "eee 

about 
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about ten pound. . From the firft bearing the Tree is never 
found without fruit, for it’ bears new every moneth. The 
fhell is fo hardand thick that it may be polifh’d, and figures en- 
grav’d upon.it, and made into Cups;: Bottles, and other Vet 
fels.; It isencompafsd with a thick covering which is all of 
filaments. les Migs is "ae 
_ When the Coco-zut is opened, there is firft met with a meat, 


_ white as {now,. which is extreamly nourifhing, and taftes like 


an Almond: There is fo much of this marrowy fubftance in 
every fruit as. may well fillan ordinary difh. {tis very firm- 
ly faftened within the fhell; and in the midft of it there is a 
large glafs full cf liquor, clear and pleafant as perfum'd Wine : 
fo that a man may be well fatisfi'd with one of thefe fruits at a 
meal. It is only this water which is turned’ into feed,*and 
among other vertues hath\that of clearing the face of all 
wrinkles, and giving it a bright'and: Vermilion colour, {0 it 
be wafhed therewith as foon as the fruit is fallen from the 
Tree... ro i ay 
“Who defiresa particular account of the Cocos and its ufes, as 
well in Phyfick as Houfe-keeping, may read the large defcrip- 
tion of it made by Francis Pyrard, in his Treatife of the Ani- 
mals, ‘Trees, and Fruits of the Eaft-Indies. “| 
Some from theneernefs of the names do fometimes confound 
the Cocos with the Cacao, which grows in the Province of Gua- _ 
timala, neex New-Spain, which is alfo a famous fruit all over 
America, for itsbeingthe principal ingredient in the compofi- 
tion called Chocolate. ‘This drink taken moderately caufeth: 
Venery, Procreation and Conception, and facilitates Delive- 
ry, preferves Health, andimpinguates: It helpeth Digeftion, 
Confumption and Cough of the Lungs, Plague of the Guts, 
and other Fluxes, the Green-Sicknefs, Jaundife, and all man- _ 
ner of Imflammations and Oppilations: It cleanfeth the Teeth, 


_ and {weetneth Breath, provokes Urine, cures Stone and Stran- 


gury, expells Poyfon, and preferves from all infectious Dif- 
eafes 5 all which vertues are attributed to it by feveral eredita- 
ble Authors. ! i 

The Cacao which was to be feen.in the Carsbbies, in the year 
one thoufand fix hundred forty nine, ina Garden of an Inhabi- 
tant of the Ifland of Sante Croix, which was then in the hands of 
the Exglifb, is a Tree much like an Orange-tree, fave that it 
grows not up fo high, and that it hath larger leaves. It is com- 
monly planted in fhady places, even under other Trees, that 
they may keep off the heat of the Sun from it, which might 
otherwife occafion the withering of its leaves. © Its fruit: is 
about the bignefs and neer the figure of an Acorm, or amiddle 
fiz'd Olive, and grows in great long cods, or hufks, which are 
ftreaked in feveral places with little partitions along the fides. 


CHAP. 
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Of Trees fit for Building, Foyners-Work , 
| and Dying. 
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"TPE have hitherto: given an ‘account of\thofe Trees, 

f -whofe Fritts contribute to the fubfiftance, ‘andre- 

' °“frefhment’of the Inbabitants : wefhall now treat 
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~ There‘are‘two forts of Acajou, which differ only! in the 
height of the’trink; ‘and colour of the wood. The wood of 
the moft efteem’d is ted ; light, of a good fcent, “and eafily 
wrought.’ It hath been found by experience that it receives no 
prejudice fromthe Worm; that it rots not in the water when 
it hath been. cut in-feafon; and that the Chefts and Cabinets 
made of it communicate a good fcent too, and fecure the 
Cloaths kept inthem from Vermine, which either breed in, or 
get into thofe made of other wood. Hence fome have ima- 
gin’d it to be a kind of Cedar: There are alfo made of it Shin- 
gles for the covering of Houfes. Some Mafters of Ships who 
Trade to the Caribbies many times bring thence Planks of this 
wood, which are of fuch length and breadth that there needs 
but one to make a fair and large Table. 

Theother kind of Acajou is of the fame figure, as to the out- 
fide, as that before defcribed 5 but it grows not up fo high, 
and the bark and pith taken away, the wood is white: Newly 
fell’d it is very eafily wrought; but left abroad inthe air, it 
grows fo hard that there can hardly be any ufe made of it. 
The Inhabitants ufe it only for want of other, becaufe it is fub- 
ject to worms, and putrifies in a fhoré time. If an incilion sf 

made 
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made inthe trunks of thefe Trees, they will yield abundance 


of Gum, whereof there might be a good ufe made, if any 
tryal had been made of it. 134 


ACOMAS. 


oy Acomasisa Tree grows upto the height and bulk of 
the Acajou, and is no lefs. efteem’d by Carpenters-and 
Joyners. Its leaves are fmooth and long enough: It bearsa 
fruit of the bignefs of a Plumb, which cometo maturity, is ofa 
yellow colour, pleafant tothe eye, but too bitter tobe mans- 
meat. The Wood-Quifts grow fat on it at acertain time of 
the year, and during that time, their fleth is of the fame tafte 
as the fruit they have eaten. The. bark is of an Afh-colour, 
and very rough, the wood heavy and eafily polifh’d, andac- 
cording to the places where it grows, the heart of it is red, or 
yellowifh, or inclining to violet. Ifthe bark be opened, there 
will come fortha milky liquor, which grows hard like Gum, « 


ROSEWOOD. 


He wood called Hofe-wood is fit not only for the Car- 
penter, but alfo for the Joyner; and. therefore is num- 
bred among the moft confiderable. And here wecannot but 
acknowledg, that if the ancient Inhabitants of the Carzbbies 
had any defign tomake a firm fetlement of themfelves, there, 
they might find not only things requifite for their fubfiltance, 
but alfo delicacies and curiofities, as well in order to their 
nourifhment and cloathing, asto the building of their Houfes, 
and the furnifhing of them when they are built. But the flat- 
tering imaginations of a return into the place of their birth, 
whereof moft have their hearts full, inducethem toa neglect 
of all thofe confiderable advantages which thefe I{lands pre- 
fent them withall, and an indifferency, if not a contempt, for 
that abundance of precious things which they fo liberally pro- 
duce. For not to fay any thing at prefent how eafily they 
might makes Stuffes of the Cotton growing here ; how they 
might keep all forts of Fowl, and tame Cattel, which breed 
there asabundantly as in any place inthe World , they might, 
no doubt, enrich themfelves.very much by feveral forts of 
precious wood, through the Trade they might drive into fe- 
veral parts of Ewrope, fince they think not fit to make ufe of 
them in order to the better accommodation of their habitati- 
ons. The defcription we fhall make of fome of thefe rare 
Trees in this and the next Chapter will make good this Pro-~ 
pofition. 
Of thefe, as we faid before, the Kofe-wood is to be ranked 
among the chiefeft. .This Tree grows toa height Proper 
onable 
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onable to its bignefs. ‘Thetrunk of it is commonly fo ftrait, 
that itis one of the greateft ornaments of the Carébbian Foretts, 
It is cover'd with many fair boughs, and. thofe loaden with foft 
_ leaves, downy on one fide, and neer as long as thofe of a Wall- 
nut-tree. During the feafonof the Rains it bears white flow- 
ers, of a good {cent, which growing in bufhes, or as it were 
Pofies , add very much tothe natural beauty of the Tree. - 
Thefe flowers are follow’d by a {mall blackith and fmooth feed. 
The bark of the boal is of a whitifh-grey : The wood within is 
of the colour of a dead leaf, and when the Smoothing-plane 
and Polifher hath pafs'd upon it, there may be feen feveral 
veins of different colours, waving up and down, which gives 
ita luftre, as if it were marbled: But the fweet fcent it cafts 
forth while it ishandled and wrought caufes it to be the more 
efteem’d, and procur'd it the name it is now knownby. Some 
have imagin’d,that that {weet {cent,which indeed is more plea- 
fantthen that of aRofe, fhould have given it thename of Cy- 
prian-wood, and indeed in fome parts of the Caribbies it pafles 
under that denomination. . This Tree grows in all the Ilands 
after the fame fafhion, asto the external figure; but the wood 
of it is marbled with divers colours, according to the difference 
of the foil where it had its productionand growth. = 


INDIAN-WOOD. - 


“HE Indian-wood is alfo a precious Tree, arid of good 
fcent : Of this there is fuch abundance in the Ifland of 

S. Croix, and feveral others, that there are inthem whole Fo- 
refts of it. It is not inferior to the Rofe-wood, but grows big- 
ger and higher when it meets with good ground. The roots of 
it {pread themfelves very deep into the ground, and thetrunk 
Is very {trait : The bark is f{mooth, thin, and even all over, of 
a bright filver-grey colour, and in fome places inclining to yel- 
low, which isa diftinction between this Tree and all others : Ie 
flourifhes oncea year, in: the feafon of the Rains, and then it’ 
renews fome part of its leaves. The wood of it is very folid 
and weighty, whence it comes that it may be polifh’d, and 
_ fome Savages make their Clubs of it. Having taken offa Ver- 
‘milion-pith which is under the bark, there appears the heart of 
the tree, whichis extream hard, and of a Violet colour, for 

which it is much efteemed by the curious. its 

The good {cent of thistree confifts particularly in its leaves :° 
they are of the fame figure with thofe oftheG#ava-tree,and when 
they are handled, they perfume the hands with a {wecter {cent 
then that of the La#rel: they derive to Meat and Sauces fo de- 
licate a guffo, as might be attributed rather to a compoficion of 
feveral Spices, then to a fimple leaf: It 1s ufed alfo in the Baths 
prefcrib’d by Phyficians to fortifie bruifed Nerves, and dry up 
G the 
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the {welling which remains in their Legs who have been in ma- 


lignant Fevers. 1 1Oek pity 

Befides the Acajow., before {poken of, there are in thefe 
Iflands feveral forts of trees whereof the wood is red, folid, 
weighty, and not fubject to worms and putrefaction. They 
are excellent for both Carpenter.and Joyner. | 


. [RON-WOOD. 


Ut above all there isa particular account made of the Iroz- 
B wood, fo called, becaufe in folidity, weight, and hard- 
nefs, it exceeds all thofe we have yet defcribed. This tree, 
which may be ranked among the higheft and beft proportioned 
of any inthefe Iflands, is well furnifh’d with branches, and 
thofe with little leaves with fharp points, and divided neerthe 
ftalk. Itflourifhes twice.a year, towit, in Marchand Septem- 
ber. The flowers of it, which are of a Violet colour, are fuc- 
ceeded by afmall fruit about the bignefs of a Cherry, which 
as it ripens grows black, and is much fought after by the Birds. 
The bark of the trunk is of a brownifh colour : The wood is 
of a very bright red being newly fell’d, but lying abroad in the 
air it lofes much of its livelinefs and luftre. ‘The heart of the 
Treeis of a very dark red, like that of Brafél, and of fuch hard- 
nefs that the wedges muft be very fharp and well try’d before, 
tobring ittotheground. Butthe wood of it being fair to the 
eye, folid, eafie to be polifh’d, and more incorruptible then ei- 
ther Cedar or Cyprefs,, it-abundantly requites by all thefe excel- 
Jent qualities the pains is taken about it before there can be 
any ufe made thereof. isi 4g or 

There is alfo another Tree known by the fame name, butit 
is not comparable to the former: It. bears only, {mall leaves, 
and when it flourifheth, it isloaden with abundance of Pofies, 
as it were, rifing up abovethe branches like fo many Plumes of 
Feathers, which giveit an extraordinary ornament. It isof a 
great height, and the inner-bark is yellowith or white, accord- 
ing tothe places where it grows. All the. wood of this Tree, 
the heart only excepted, which.is-very fmall, very hard, and. 
inclining to black, is fubject'to worms; whence it comes that 
itis not commonly ufed, but for want of other. bid weilan 

» There are in the Caribbies many Trees fit for;Dying : The: 
moft efteemed and beft known are the Brafil-wood, the Telow-) 
wood, the Green-Ebony, andthe Reucox. | < 


BRASIL-WOOD. - 


He Brafil-wood 1s fo called, becaufe the firlt brought into 

& Europe came from the Province of Brafil, where it grows | 
more abundantly then in.any other part of America. Of this 
* kind 
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kind of Tree there are not many in the Caribbzes, and what 
thereis, isonly in thofe Iflands which are moft furnifhed with 
dryrocks. The trunk of itis not ftraic as that of other Trees, 
but crooked, uneven, and full of knots like the Whzte-Thorz. 
When it is loaden with flowers there comes from it a {weet {cent, 
which fortifies the Brain. The wood of it is much fought after 
by Turners 5 but the principal ufe of it is for Dying. 


TELLOW-W0 OD. 


He Ifland of S.Crozx isthe moft famous of all the Iflands 

for its abundance in rare and precious Trees. There 

is one very much efteem’d for its ufefulnefs in Dying: It grows 

- uptoa great height, and the wood is perfe@ly yellow. . When 

the Englifh had the Ifland they fent much of it to. their own 
Country. It is called the Yeow-wood, from its colour. 


GREEN-EBONY. 


He Green-Eboxy is commonly ufed in fome-excellent pieces 

of Joyners-work,, becaufe it eafily takes the colour and 
luftre of the true Eboxy. But the beft ufe of it isfor Dying, 
for it coloursa fair Grafs-green. The Tree is very bufhy by 


reafon its root fhoots forth a great number of Suckers, which. 


hinder ic from growing fo high and big as it might, if the fap 

were directed only to thetrunk. The leaves are {mooth, and 

of a bright-green colour. Within the outer-bark there. is 

about two inches of white inner-bark, andthe reft of the wood 

to the heart.isof fo dark a green that it inclines to black : but 

when it is polifh’d, there appear certain yellow, veins which 
make it look as if it were marbled. 


ROUCOW. 


He Roucon isthe fame Tree which the Braftlzans call Uru- 

cu. It grows no higher then a {mall Oramge-tree: Its 
leaves, which are pointed at one end, have the figure ofa heart : 
It bears flowers in colour white, mixt with Carnation; they 
confift of five leaves, in form like a Star, and about the big- 
nefs of a Rofe: They grow in little bufhes at the extremities 
of the branches. Thefe flowers are fucceeded by little huskes, 
in which are enc!ofed feveral feeds about the bignefs of a {mall 
Pea, which being come to ripenef$ are of the moft bright and 
lively Verm lion colour that cam be imagined. This rich Dy- 


ing-Commodity which is enclos‘d, in the faid husk is fo foft © 


and. vifcous that it fticks to ones fingers a$ foon as it is 
touch d. ies : 
- To get this precious liquor they thake in an earthen veffel 
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the feeds unto which it is faftened 5 then there is poured there- 
to warm water, in which they are wath’d till fuch time asthey 
shave loft their Vermilion colour 5 and then when this water 
hath refted a while, they dry in the fhade the dregs or thick 
Lye which is at the bottom of the veflel, and then it is made 
up into Lozenges or little Balls, which are very much efteem’d 
by Paintersand Dyers when they are pure and without mix- 
ture, as thofe are whereof we have now given the de- 
{cription. 

The wood of this Tree is eafily broken: It is very good for 
firing, and if the fire fhould be quite out, it is only rubbing ' 
for a certain time two pieces one againft another, and they will 
caft forth fparks like a Fire-lock, which will fet fire on the 
Cotton, or any other matter fufceptible thereof, that is laid 
neer toreceive it. Of the Bark of it are made Lines which 
laft a long time. The Root of it gives a delicate guffo to 
Meats, and when there is any of it put into Sauces, it commu- 
nicates to them the colour and fcent of Saffrox. 

» TheCarzbbians have of thefe Trees in all their Gardens, are 
very careful in the ordering and keeping of them, and efteem 
them very highly, becaufe from them’ they havethe bright 
Vermilion with which they make their Bodies red: they ufeit 
alfoin Painting, and to give aluftre and handfomnefs to thofe 


. veffels which they make ufe of in their houfes. 


There might well be numbred among the Trees fit for Dy- 
ing moft of thofe which yield any Gums: For thofe who have 
had the curiofity to make a tryal thereof, have found by ex- 
perience, that being mixt in Dying they heighten the darkeft 
and dulleft colours, by a certain livelinefs and luftre which they 
communicate thereto. cn st i 
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| CHAP. VIII. 
Of Trees wfeful in Medicine, and fome rbers, whereof 
the Inhabitants of the Caribbies may make great 
. advantages. i He ae 


mE He great difpofer of all things, having affign'd all Nati- 
@ . ‘onsthe limits of their feveral:habitations, hath lefe no 
=~ Country deftitute of means requifite for the convenient 


_ fubfiftance of the men placed therein ; and that they might be 


eye-witnefles of the in-exhauftible treafure of his ever to be 
adored Providence, he hath impregnated the Earth with the 
vertue of producing not only the Provifions neceflary for their 
nourifhment, but alfo feveral Antidotesto fecure them againft 

“#* the 
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the infirmities whereby they might be affaulted, and divers 
fovereign Remedies for their recovery when they are fallen in- 
tothem. Not to make mention of any other part of the 
World, we may affirm it of the Caribbes, that they have all 
thefe rare advantages in avery great meafure : For they donot 
only entertain their Inhabitants with a delightful variety of 
Fruits, Roots, Herbs, Pulfe, Wild-Fowl, Fifh, and other 
delicacies for the Table, but they alfo fupply them with a 
great number of excellent Remedies to cure.them of their in- 
difpofitions. And this the judicious Reader may eafily ob- 
ferve all through this Natural Hiftory, and particularly in this 
Chapter, where we fhall defcribe the Trees which are very ufe- 
ful in Medicine. 


CASSIA-TREE. 


He Caffia-tree grows up to.the bignefs, and comes neer the 

figure of a Peach-tree, the leaves of it being fomewhat 
long and narrow : They fall off once a year, in the time of the 
great Droughts, and whenthe feafon of the Rain comes in, it 
puts forth new ones: They are preceded by feveral Pofies of 
of yellow flowers, which are fucceeded by long Pipes or Cods 
about the bignefs of a mans thumb, and fometimes a foot and 
a half, or two foot inlength: They contain within them, as in 
fo, many little Cells, that Medicinal Drug fo well knowntothe 
Apothecaries,' called Caffza, which the Caribbzans call Mali Ma- 
li, . Before the fruit is grown to its full bignefs and length it is 
always green, but as it advances to perfection and ripenefs it 
becomes of a brownifh or Violet colour, and fo continues, hang- 
ing at the branches. 

When the Fruit is ripeand dry, and the Trees which bear it 
are fhaken by great winds, the noife caufed by the collifion of 
thofehard and long Cods ftriking one againft another is heard 
at agreat diftance: This frightens the Birds, and keeps them 
from coming neer its nay fuch men asare ignorant of the caufe 
- of that confufed found, if they fee not the Trees fhaking, and 
{tirring their branches and fruits, imagine themfelves neer the 
Sea-fide, and think they hear the agitation ofit, or take it for 
the clafhing of Arms in an Engagement of Souldiers. “Tis the 
obférvation of all thofe who have vifited that part of St. Do- 
mingo where there are whole Plains, and thofe of a large ex- 
tent, full only of thefe Trees. It isthence, in all probability, 
that the feed of thofe growing in the Caribbies was brought. 
Thofe fticks of Caf/za which are brought from America are fuller 
and more weighty then thofe which come out of the Levant, 
and the Drug within them hath the fame effects and vertues. 

The Flowers of the Caffza-tree preferv'd with Sugar gently 
purge not onlythe Belly, but alfothe Bladder. The fticks fis 
3 - Calfia 
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Caffia conferv'd while they are green have alfo the fame vertue. 
But the pulp taken out of the ripe fruit operates fooner and 
more effectually. Many of the Inhabitants ufe it with good 
fuccefs once a moneth, alittle before meals; and they have 
found by experience that this gentle Medicine contributes 
much to the continuance of their good conftitution. 


' MEDICINAL NUTS. 


He Medicinal Nuts,which are fo common in all the Iflands, 
grow ona finall Tree, which is for the moft part ufed to 
partitions between the Gardens and Plantations. If it were 
not hindred from growing, it would come upto the height of 
an ordinary Fig-tree, which it fomwhat refembles in figure. 
The wood of it is very tender and pithy, and it fhoots forth 
feveral branches which fcamble confufedly about the trunk: 
They are loaden with pretty long leaves, green and foft, round 
below, and ending in three points. 

Out of the wood and leaves of this Tree there comes a mil- 
ky juice, which {tains Linen: nay thereis no pleafure in being 
neer it when itrains, forthe drops which fall from the leaves 
have the fame effect as the juice: It bears feveral yellow flowers . 
confifting of five leaves , which when they are fully blown 
look like fo many ftars. The flowers fallmg, there come in 
the places of fome of them little Nuts, whichat firft are green, 
then turn yellow, and at laft black, and a little open, when 
they are ripe. Within every Nut there are three or four f{tones, 
in fo many little cells, the rind whereof is blackifh, in bignefs 
and figure fomwhat like a bean. The rind being taken away, 
there is in every one of them a white kernel of anoily fubftance, 
which is inclofed and divided in the midft by a thin film or pel- 
licle: Thefe kernels are of a tafte pleafant enough, not much 
different from that of Small-Nuts: butif they be not mode- 
rately eaten they will violently purge both upwards anddown- 


wards, efpecially if thefkin which enclofes them, and the 'pel- 


licle dividing them in the midft be fwallow’d: To moderate . 
their quality, and that they may be taken with lefs danger, the 
way is to cleanle them of thofe {kins and pellicles, and put 
them for alittle while upon the coals; then being beaten, or 
bruis’d, four or five of them may be taken in alittle Winé, as 
a vehicle or corrective. 
The boughs of this Tree being cut off and thruft into the 
ground do eafily take root. The Portuguez extract an oyl 
out of the kernels, which is good: enough for the ufes of the 
Kitchin, and may alfo be ufeful in Medicine. : 


CINAMON. 
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CINAMON. 


He Tree which bears that kind of Cizamon whichis fo 
common in all the Iflands, may be ranked among thofe 
which are ufeful in Medicine, fince its Aromatick Bark is fought 
after by all thofe who are troubled with cold diftempers, and 
fuccefsfully ufed to difburthen the cheft of the vifcous and 
phlegmatick humors which opprefs it. Thefweet fcent and 
perpetual verdure of this delightful Tree have perfwaded fome 
that it wasa_ kind of Laurel: but it grows much higher, its 
trunk is alfo bigger, its branches larger, and its leaves, which 
are not altogether fo long, are much fofter, and ofa more live- 
lygreen. ‘The bark of it, which is cover'd by an Afh-colour’d 
{kin, is thicker, and of a whiter colour then the Gizamon which 
comes from the Levant : It is alfo of a fharper and more biting 
tafte: but being dried in the fhade, it gives a pleafant tafte 
to Meats. © ee 
The Ilands Tabago, Barbados, and Sante Croix are account- 
ed to be better furnifh’dthenany of thereft with feveral forts 
of wood, which experience hath found very ufeful in Me- 
dicine: Forthey afford Sandal-wood, Guaiacum, and Safafras, 
all which are fo well known, that we need not in this place 
make any particular defcriptions thereof. 


COTTON-TREE. 


a fe are feveral‘other Trees very common in all thefe 
“-# =Iflands, whereof the Inhabitants may make very confi- 
derable advaniages. The Cotton-tree, called by the Savages 
Manoulou-Akecha, may be ranked among the chiefeft, as being 
the moft profitable. It growsup to the height of a Peach-tree, 
the bark is of a brownifh colour, the leaves fmall, divided in- 
to three parts: It bears a flower about the bignefs of a Rofe, 
under which there are three little green and fharp-pointed 
leaves, by which it is encompafled. This flower confifts of 
five leaves which are ofa bright yellow colour, having towards 
the {tem {mall lines of a purple colour, and a yellow button or 
crown encompaffed with little filaments of rhe fame colour : — 
The Bowers are fucceeded by a fruit of an oval figure, about 
the bignefs of a fmall Nut with its fhell : when it is cometo 
maturity it is all black onthe out-fide, and opens in three fe- 
veral places, at which appears the whitene(s of the Cotton lying 
within that rough covering : there are in every of the truic 
feven little beans, which are the feed of the Tree. 

There is another kind of Cottoxz-tree which creeps along the 
ground like an unfupported Vine : this bears the beft and moft 
efteemed Cotton: Of both there are made Cloths, and feveral 
cheap Stuffs, very ufeful in Houfe-keeping. SOAP- 
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SOAP-TREE. 


Here are two forts of Trees which the Iflanders ufe in- 

_ ftead of Soap: one of them hath this quality in its fruit, 
which growsin clufters, round, yellowith, and about the big- 
nefgof a {mall Plumb, which hath alfo a hard black {tone with- 
in it that may be polifh’d : It is commonly called the Soap- 
fruit: the other hath the fame vertue in its root, which is 
white and foft : both of them lather as well as any Soap ; but 
the former ufed too frequently burns the Linen. Thefe Trees 
are called the Soap-trees from the vertue they have to whiten 
Cloaths. 


The ARCHED-IN DIiAN-FIG-TREE. 


He Arched-Indian-Fig-Tree isa Tree thrives beft in fenny 
places, and on the Sea-fide : Its leafis green, thick, and 

of a good length : the branches which bend down to the 
ground, no fooner touch it but they take root and grow up in- 
to other Trees, which afterwards produce others, fo that in 
time they fpread over all the good ground they meet with, 
which is by that means fo hardly reducible to bear other 
things, that it will yield no profit: under thefe Trees the wild 
Boars,and other beafts are fecurely lodg’d. They are alfo in ma- 
ny places the lurking-holes of the Inhabitants of the Iflands, 
who having garrifon’d themfelves within thefe Trees, defie all 
enemies: There is further this great advantage made of them, 
that there being no Oaks in thefe Iflands, their bark is good for 
Tanners. ad ' 


GOURD-TREE. 


Ne may weforget the Gourd-tree, of which are madethe 
greateft part of the Houfhold-veffels, ufed not only by 
the Indians, but the Foreigners who are Inhabitants of thele 
(lands: ’tis a Tree grows up to the height and bignefs of a 
great Apple-tree 5 its branches are commonly well-loaden 
with leaves, which are long, narrow, and round at the extre- 
mity,faften’d by bufhes to the branches, and fometimes fhooting 
out ofthe trunk itfelf; It bears flowers and fruits moft moneths 
of the year; the flowers are of a greyifh colour mixt with 
green, and full of fmall black fpots, and fometimes violet; 
they are fucceeded by certain Apples, whereof there can hard- 
ly be found two on the fame Tree of equal bignefs, and the 
fame figure 5 and as a Potter fhews the excellency of his Art by 
making on the fame wheel, and of the fame mafsof clay, Vel- 
fels of different forms and capacity ; fo Nature fhews here a 

miraculous 
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miraculous induftry, by loading the fame Tree with fruits dif- 
ferent in their form and bignefs, though the productions of the 
fame fub{tance. 

_ Thefe fruits have this common, that they have all ahard 
woody bark of fuch athicknefS and folidity, that Bottles, Ba- 
fons, Cups, Difhes, Platters, and feveral other Veflels necel 
fary to Houfe-keeping may be made thereof: they are full of 
a certain pulp, which being ripe becomes of a Violet-colour, 
though before it had been white: amidft this fubftance there 
are.certain {mall flat and hard grains, which are the feeds of 
the Tree. Thofe of the Inhabiragnts who are moft addicted to 
Hunting, in cafe of neceflity, quench their thirft with this fruir, 
and they fay it hath the tafte of burnt-wine, but is too aftrin- 
gent. The Indians polifh the bark, and give ic fo delightful 
anenamel with Roucoz, Indico, and feveral other pleafant co- 
Jours, that the moft nice may eat and drink out of the veffels 
they make thereof: Nay fomeare fo curions, as tochink them 
worthy a place among the Rarities of their Clofets. 


MAH OT. 


F the Tree called Afahot there are two kinds, Adahot- 
NY francyand Mahot-d'herbe : the former is the more foughr 
_after, as being the ftronger : it grows not very big, in regard 
the branches ereep along the ground: the bark is very thick, 
and eafily taken from the Tree : there are made of it long — 
Laces or Points, which are ftronger then the Lines of Tes/, 
which are ufed in many places: they, are commouly ufed to 
make up Rolls of Tobacco, and to faften things about the 
Houfe: as for the latter Adghot, it is ufed where the tormer is 
wanting, but.ireafily rots, and is not comparable to the orher 
as.to fttengrh. i ; 

“In aword, there are inthefe lands feveral other Trees nor 
known in Europe, whereof fome only delight the cye, fuch ay 
are that which is called A¢appox, and divers kinds of thorny 
wood:: others only fatishe the {melling by their {weer {cents : 
others have venemous qualities, as the At/kie-tree, as alfo thar 
whofe root reduced to powder and caft into rivers inebiiates 
the Fifh; the Adancenilier, which we fhall deferibe in its proper 
place, and an infinite number of others, the wood whereot is 
white, foft, and of noufe, and have yet got no naines among « 


the foreign Inhabitants of thofe parts. 
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CHAP. IX. 


ies 


Of other Trees growing in thefe Iflands whofe Fruits Wf 
Roots contribute to the fubfiftance of the Inhabitants, 
or ferve for fome other ufes. 


that Element, which weeall Earth, into feveral Countries, 

each whereof he hath endued with certain advantages and 
conveniences not to be found in other places, that by fuch a 
delightful variety of things he might make a more diftin& 
and remarkable demonftration of his own all-cherifhing Pro- 
vidence. Butit muft be acknowledg’d, that inthe diftributi- 
on which the Divine Wifedome hath made of its bounties, 
the Caribby-Iflands have had a very large portion: For,to con- 
fine our felvesto the defign we intend to profecute, not only 
the greater forts of Trees, which we have defcribed in the for- 
mer Chapters, contribute to the Shelter, Nourifhment, Cloath- 
ing, Health, and feveral other accommodations of the Inha- 
bitants ; but there are alfo divers fhrubs , or’ lefler Trees, 
which either fhoot forth Roots, or bear Fruits conducing’'to 
the fame purpofe, as fhall be feen in the perufal of: this 
Chapter. : war 


| [: hath pleafedthe great Contriver of all things to divide 


MANTOC. 


Nftead of Wheat the Inhabitants: make ufe of the root of-a 
4& fmall Tree called Manyoc, by fome Manyot, and by others 
Mandioque, of which is made a kinde of Bread delicate 
enough, called Caffava: whence it is alfo fometimes called the 
Caffava-tree. This root is fo fruitful, that a {mall parcel of 
ground planted therewith will feed more perfons then fix 
times as much fown with the beft Wheat could do :/It fhoots 
forth crooked branches about the height of five’ or fix foot; 
eafie tobe broken, and full of fall knots: the leaf isnarrow 
and fomewhat long: at nine moneths end the root comes toits 
maturity: Nay: it is reported, that in Braféil it grows to-the 
bignefs of a mans thigh in three or four moneths. If the ground 
be not too moift the root may continue in it three years with* 
out corrupting, fo that there needs no Store-houfe, or Garret 
to put it up in for it is taken out of the ground as it is {pent. 

To propagate this Root, youmuft take of the branches, and 
cut them in pieces about a foot in length: then make trenches 
in your Garden with a Hoe, and thruft in three of thofe fticks 
triangle-wife into the earth which had been taken out of the 

trenches, 
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trenches, and wherewith alittle hill or tump had been rais'd ; 
this is called Planting by thetrench. But there is another way. 
of planting Mamyoc, much more expeditious and more eafie, 
but the Afanyoc is neither fo fair, nor fo much efteemed as the 
other. The way is only thus, to make a hole in the ground 
witha ftick, andtothruft the A¢anyoc {trait into it : care muft 
be had in the planting of it, that the knots be not fet down- 
wards, for if they fhould the Afazyoc fticks would not grow. 
The Indians never plant it otherwife; but that it may ripen in 
its feafon, they obferve acertain time of the Moon, and fee 
that the ground be not too moift. : 

There are feveral kinds of thefe fhrubs differing one from 
the other only inthecolour of the bark of their wood and of 
their root: Thofe which have the bark greyifh, or white, or 
green, make a very good tafted bread, and grow upina fhort 
time 5, but the roots they produce do not keep fo well, nor 
thrive comparably to thofe of the red or violet A¢anyoc, which 
is the moft common, the moft. efteem’d, and the moft advan- 
tageous in houfe-keeping. | spit 

The juice of this root is as cold as Hemlock, and fo effectual 
a poyfon, that the poor Indians.of the greater Iflands being per- 
fecuted with fire and {word by the Spaniards, toavoid a more 
cruel death, made ufe of this poyfonto deftroy themfelves. 
There is to this day to be feen in the Ifland of Hifpaxiola, other- 


wile call’d S. Domingo, a place called the Cave of the Indians, 


where there are the bones of above four hundred perfons, who 
ended their lives there with this poyfon, to avoid the cruelties 
of the Spaniards. Butlet this juice, which is fo venemous to all 
forts of living creatures, reft four and twenty hours after it is 
taken from the root, and it lofes that malignant and danger- 
ous quality. . Jy 


PALM4-CHRISTI. 


Here are in thefe Iflands an infinite number of the fhrubs 
called Palwa-Chrifti or Ricinus ; andthey grow up fo 
high, and fo big in fome places, that they would be taken for 
a different kind from thofe commonly feen in Ewrope. The 
ea gather the feed, and extract an oy] from it, wherewith 
they rub their hair to keep themfelves clear from vermine. 
The qualities attributed to it by Galex and Diofcorides, con- 
firm the ufe thefe Barbarians make of it : the leat of this fhrub 
is fovereign for the healing of fome kinds of Ulcers, as being 
very attractive. : 

There grow inall thefe I{landstwo kinds of fhrubs, or rather 
great Reeds, fpongy within, growing of themfelves in fat 
ground neer little rivulets, or in Valleys not annoyed by winds. 
They are commonly called Bamana-trees, ox Planes, and Fig- 

H 2 trees. 
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trees ; or Apple-trees of Paradifé : Thefe two kinds of thrubs 


‘have thiscommon to both. 


“\p Fhat they grow of equal height, to wit about twelve or 


- fifteen foot above ground. 


2 That their {talks, which are of a green colour, fhining, 
fpongious, ‘and very full of water, {hoot out of a great Onion, 
like a Pear, encompa(s'd with many little white roots, which 
fatten i¢ to the ground. | 

3 That they have fhooting forth at the foot of theftems cer- 
tain Scyons, which bear fruit at the years end. 

4 That when one ftem is cut-off for the getting of the fruit, 
the nioft forward next that fucceeds in its place, and) fo the 
fhrub'is perpetuated, and multiplies fo exceedingly , that in 
time it fpreads over all the good ground neer it. oe 

§ That the fubftance ofboth is very foft, and reducibleinto 
water, which though extreamly clear, yet hath the qualityof 
dying Linen and white Stuffs into a dark brownith colour. © 

6 That their Fruits lye at the top of the ftem, like great clu- 
{ters or pofies. 

‘And laftly, that their leaves, which are about four foot or 
moréin length, anda foot andahalf in bredth, may ferve for 
Napkins and Towels, and being dried make a foft kind of 
Couch or Bed tolyeupon. 7 faa 

Thefe two fhrubs havethis further refemblance, that which 
way foever their fruit be cut when it is come to maturity, the 
meat of them which is whiteas fnow reprefents in the middle 
theform of a Crucifix, efpecially when it is cut in thin flices. 
Hence the Spaniards are fo fuperftitious as to think it a kind of 
mortal fin to ufe a knife about it, and are {candaliz’d to fee any 
thing employ’d about it but the teeth. WIE 2S Ta 

But there is this to be faid particularly of the Banana-tree: 

1 That its fruit is in length about twelve or thirteen inches, 
a little bending towards the extremity, much about the bignefs 
ofa mans arm: whereasthat of the Fig-tree is but half as big, 
amd about fix inches in length.’ - , | 

2° The Bazand-tree hath not in its pofie or clufter above 25 
Or 30 Bazanas at the moft, which do not lye over-clofe one to 
another 3 ‘but the Fig-tree hath many times 120 Figs, which 


~ lye foclofe together that they can hardly be gotten afunder. 


“3° The meat of the Bazanas is firm and folid, and may be 
drefs'd either by roafting it under the embers, or boiling itina 
Pot with meat, or preferv'd, and dry’d inan Oven, or in the 
Sun,“and afterwards eafily kept : But the Pig being of a foft 
fubftance hath not the fame conveniences. 

~ To gét in thefe fruits, the trees; which it feems bear but once, 
are cuit atthe very foot, andthe great clufter is fupported bya 
fork, that it may not be bruifed in the falling : But they\are 


feldon¥ cut till fome'of the fruits of é¢ach clufter be turn’da lit- - 


tle: 
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tle yellowifh; for that isa fign of their maturity, and then be- 


ing carriedinto the houfe, thofe which were green ripen by 

degrees, and fothey have every day new fruit. | 
Theclufter is commonly as much as a man can well carry ; 

nay fometimes it is laid on a Leaver, and carried upon their 


fhoulders between two, as that bunch of Grapes which the 


Spies of the Jraelites brought out of the Land of Cazaaz, 
Some have thought this fruit fo excellent and delicate, that 


they have imagined it to be the fame which God forbad our firft- 


Parents to eat of in Paradife: accordingly they have named it 
Adams Fig-tree, or the Fruit-tree of Paradife: the leaf of thefe 
Reeds being of the largenefs we have before defcribed, may in- 
deed be allow’d very fit to cover the nakednefs of our firft Pa- 
rents; and as to the figure of the Crucifix which may be feen 

- within the fruit when it is cut, we leave it to find work for their 
profound {peculations who bufie their thoughts in fearching 
out the fecrets of Nature. 

There are fome who affirm that the figure of a Crofs is alfo 
marked inthe feed of the Herb commonly called Rue. The 
{mall Gextiana, or Cruciata; hath the leaves difpos’d in the 
form of a Crofs upon its ftalk 5 and it is to be acknowledg’d 
that Nature, as ic were {porting her felf, hath been pleas’d to 
make~feveral' fuch  réprefentations in Plants-and Flowers, 
Hence it comes that fome have the refemblance of Hair, others 
of Eyes, others of Ears, others ofa Nofe, aHeart, a Tongue, 
a Hand; ‘and forme other parts of the Body: There are in like 
manner divers famous Plants which feem to reprefent feveral 
other things, as Eagles, Bees, Serpents, Cats-clawes, Cocks- 
‘combs, Bears-ears, Harts-horns, Darts, and the like - whence 
many times thofe Plants derive their names from the faid re- 
femblance. But of thefe it is befides our defign to give any 
account. _ } 


CORAL-WOOD. 


Here is alfo in feveral of the Iflands a little fhrub which 
bears a feed asred as any Coral: it grows in bunches at 
the extremity of its branches, which derive an extraordinary 
luftre from it : But thefe little feeds have a {mall black fpot at 
one end, which disfigures them, and abates much of their 
efteem with fome 5; others on the contrary affirm that ‘that 
diverfity of colours makes them more delightful’ to ‘the 
Eye. Thismay be called the Coral-tree: The feeds are ufed 
for Bracelets. : 


JAS MIN 
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FASMIN and CANDLE-WOOD. 


aes fhrubs called by fome Ja/zix, and Candle-wood, may 
be numbred among thofe that are confiderable in thefe 
Iflands: The former bears a {mall white flower which per- 
fumes all about it with its {weet fcent s and thence it had the 
name: The other cafts forth fo pleafant and {weet a {cent when 
its wood is burnt dry, and does fo eafily take fire, and gives fo 
clear a flame, by reafon of a certain Aromatick Gum lying 
within it, thaticis with reafon fought after by the Inhabitants 
for their firing, and toferve them for a Candle or Torchin the 
night time. 


ee ee. ee 


CHAP. X. 


Of the Plants, Herbs and Roots growing ii 
the Caribbies. | 


Aving inthe former Chapters reprefented the Trees and 

- Shrubs wherewith thefe Iflands are richly furnifhed 5 

we come now to the Defcription of feveral rare 

Plants, Herbs and Roots, whereby they are alfo abundantly 
fupply'd. ; 


PYMAN. 


He Plant called by the French and others Pywan, or, Ame- 

rican Pepper, is the fame whichthe natural Inhabitants . 

of the Country call 4x2, or Carive 5 it grows clofe likea little 
Briar without any prickles: the ftemof itis covered with an 
Ath-colour’d rind, and bears feveral little boughs loaden with 
an infinite. multitude of leaves, which are pretty long, fall of 
jags, and of a grafs-green colour : Of thefe there are three 
kinds, differing only in the figure of the hufk or cod, .or the 
fruit they bear. One bears only a little red button, fomewhat | 
long like a Clove, within which there are very fmall feeds, 
much hotter then the Spices brought from the Levant, and ina 
manner cauftick, which eafily communicates that picquant qua-, 
lity toall things wherein itis.us’d. @ add ! aimed 
The tecond kind hath a much larger and longer Cod, which 
when ripe is of a perfect Vermilion colour, and being us’d in 

Sauces, 1t makesthem yellow, as Saffron would do. 

The third hath yet a larger Cod then the precedent, which 
isthick enough, red as any Coral, and not {mooth in all pa 
: e 
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The feed, which is not fo biting, nor fo {picy as thofe of the — 


other two kinds, lies in the midft of it: Being ripe it is one of 
the moft delightful fruits that may be. The feed hath been 
brought over into France and other parts, and hath come to 
perfection 5 but the fruit is not fo big asthat of America. This 
cod and the feed within it is us’d inftead of pepper, becaufe it 
communicates a certain picquancy to things, like that fpice: 
But the operations of them differ much for after it hath bit- 
ten the tongue, and by its acrimony inflam’d the palat, inftead 
of fortifying and warming the ftomach, it weakens it, and cau- 
fes coldnefs in it ; or rather, according to the opinions of fome 
Phyficians, it over-heats it, and by its cauftick vertue weak- 
ens it, caufing coldnefs in it only by accident, inafmuch as it 
difperfes the radical moifture,which is the feat of heat. Whence 
it is obferv’d in the Iflands, that thofe who ordinarily ufe it in 
their meat are fubject to pains in the cheft, and apt to contrat 
a yellow colour. | 
TOBACCO. | 
i) Plant called Tobacco, from the Mland Tabago, where, 
as fome affirm, it was firft difcover*d by the Spaniards, 
had alfo the name Nicotianum from one Nicot a Phyfician, who 
-firft us'd it in Ewrope, and fent it from Portagal into France : 
It was alfo called Queen-herb, hence, that being brought from 
America,it was pretented to the Queen of Spaiz asa rare Plant, 
and of extraordinary vertues. The Spaniards give it further 
the title of Holy-herb, for the excellent effects they have expe- 
rienc'd from it, as Garcilafo in his Royal Commentary of the 
Yucas of Peru, lib. 11.ch.25. affirms. Laftly,the French call 
it Petux, though de Lery is much difpleas'd at the name,afirm- 
ing, that the Plant he faw in Brafil, and which the Topivam- 
bows call Petun, differs very much from our Tobacco. The Ca- 
vibbians in their natural Language call it Youly. Heretofore 
there were known in the Jflands but two kinds of Tobacco- 
Plants, commonly called by the Inhabitants Greex-Tobacco, 
and Tongu'd-Tobacco, from the figure. of its leaf; but fince 
there have been brought from the Continent the feeds of Viri- 
nus,and the Tobacco of the Amazons, they are divided into 
four kinds: The two former are of a great produce, but the 
two others are more efteem'd by reafon of their {weet fcent. 
~All thefe kinds of: Tobacco-Plants grow in the Hands to 
the height of a man and higher, if their growth be not check’d 
by cutting off the tops of their ftems: They bear good {tore 


of leaves, which are green, long, doway on the lower fide, and | 


feem in the handling as.if they were oiled: Thofe which grow 
towards the ftock of the Plant are larger and longer, as deri- 
ving more nourifhment .from the moifture of the root. ee 
ed the 
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the tops they fhoor forth little branches, which bear a flow- 
er like a fmall Bell, which is of a clear violet colour: And 
when that flower is dry, there comes into its place a little 
button, wherein is contained the feed, which is of a brown. 
ifh colour, and very {mall. 

There are fometimes found under the leaves and branch- 
es of this Plant the nefts of the little Birds called’ Colibris, 
which we fhall cicferibe in its proper place. 


INDICO. 


fs va materiab of which is made the Dying commodity 
called Indico is got from a Plant which grows not a= 
bove two foot and a half above the ground : It hath but a 
{mail leaf, of a grafs-green colour, inclining to yellow when 
it is ripe: The flower. is reddifh: It grows from the feed, 
which 1s fown by trenches in a ftreight line : Ie-hath a very 
bad {cent, quite contrary to that growing in Madagajcar which 


bears fmall flowers of a ee colour mixt with white, which 
finell well. 


GINGER. 


F all the: Spices of the Levant that have been hinted 0 in 

America only Ginger hath thriv’d;and come to perfedi- 
on. “Tis the root of a Plant which grows not much above 
ground, having green:long leaves like thofe of Reeds and Su- 
gar-canes: The root fpreads it felf, not in depth, but in 
bredth, and ‘lies neer the: furface like a hand encompafs‘d- by 
inany fingers; whence the Inhabitants of the Iflands call it a 
Paw. This Plant may be propagated by the feed, or, as is 
moft.commonly done, by certain finallroots which grow like 
fo many ftrings all about the old ftem and the greater roots, 


‘as there do about Skirrettss:: It grows ‘with eafe ‘in all theI- 
‘tlands, efpecially at S. Chriftophers, many Inhabitants of which 
Afland have planted it; ‘and traded in: it with Whee fice 
3 Tobacco ¢ came to fo Oe arate. i 


f 


POTATOE, So a 


He Potatoe is a root: are like: the Saligots growing ir in 
Gardens, which-are called Topinambons, or Ferufalene 
Phatalen but of a much: more excullea ee and more 


“wholfome. 


Thofe Topimambous or ohighollen sole ara now not edilly 


“very Common In moft parts, but cleapy and flightcd, asbeinga 


tteatment for the poorer fort; ‘were (heretofore accounted. de- 
licacies: For in fome'extraordimaty ‘Entertainments made at 
Paris 
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Paris by the Princes to certain Embaffadours, in the Year 
M. DC. XVI. they were ferv'd up among the moft exquifire 
difhes. 

But the Potatoe is infinitely beyond it: It thrives beft in a 
light ground, fomewhat moift, and well ordered: It fhoots 
forth abundance of foft leaves, of a very dark green, in fi- 
gure like thofe of Spivage: They {pring from.certain fibres 
which creep along the ground, and in a fhort time over-run 
the place where it is fown. And if the ground be well or- 
der’d, thefe fibres within a certain time frame divers roots by 
the means of certain whitifh filaments which fhoot forth below 
the knots, and eafily faften into the earth. It bears a flower 
near the fame colour with the root, and like a bell, within 
which lies the feed: But commonly to propagate this fruit 
they take only of thefe ftrings or fibres, which lye fcattered all 
over the ground, as we faid, and thruft them into ground pre- 
par’d for them, and. at the end of two or three months they 
will have produc’d their root, which hath this further ver- 
tue, that being cut into {mall pieces, and thruft into the 
ground, it produceth its root and leaf as effeCtually as if the 
feed lay in each of its leaft parts. 

Thefe rocts are of feveral colours, and in the fame piece 
of ground there will be fome white ones, which are the 
moft ordinary, fome of a violet colour, fome red as beet- 
roots, fome yellow, and fome marbled: They are all of an 
excellent tafte: For, provided they be not full of water, 
and grew in a ground moderately moift and dry, that is, par- 
ticipating of both, they tafte like Cheft-nuts, and area bet- 
ter nourifhment then the Caf/ava, which dries up the body ; 
for they are not fo dry. Some, as particularly the Englith, 
ufe thefe roots inftead of bread and Caffava, and to that 
purpofe bake them under the Embers, or upon the coals : 
for being fo prepar’d they are of a better tafte, and are 
clear d of that windy quality which is commonly obferv’d to 
be in moft roots. But for the moft part they are boy!’d, or 
ftew'd in a great iron pot, into which there 1s a little water 
put to keep the bottom from burning 5 then the pot-lid is fet 
on as clofe as may be, that they may ftew by that {mother'd 
heat. This is the ordinary treatment of the Servants and 
Slaves of the Country, who eat them out of the pot with a 
fauce made of Pyman and jaice of Oranges. 

If this root were not fo common it would be more efteem’d. 
The Spaniards think it a delicacy, and drefs it with butter, 
(ugar, nutmeg, and cinamon: Others make a pottage of it, 
and putting into it fome fat, pepper and ginger, account it an 
excellent difh: But moft of the Inhabitants of the Iflands 
trouble not themfelves fo much about the drefling of it. 


There are fome will gather.the tender extremities of the a, 
i] al 
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faid (trings, and having boil’d them eat them asa Sallet, like 
the tops of Afparagws or Hops. 


ANANAS. 


He Avzanas or Pine-Apple is accounted the moft delicious 

fruit, not only of thefe Iflands, but-of all America. It 

is fo delightful to the eye, and of fo {weet a fcent, that Na- 

ture may be faid to have been extreamly prodigal of what was 
moft rare and precious inher Treafury to this Plant. 

It grows on a {talk about a foot high, encompafied by about 
15 or 16 leaves, as long as thofe of fome kinds of Thiftles, 
broad asthe Palm of a mans hand, and in figure like thofe of 
Aloes : they are pointed at the extremity, as thofe of Corz-Gla- 
den, fomewhat hollow in the midft, and having on both fides 
little prickles, which are very fharp. afte 

The fruit which grows between thefe leaves, ftrait up from 
the ftalk, 1s fometimes about the bignefs of a A/elox : its figure 
is much like that of a Pive-Apple : its rind, which is full of lit- 
tle compartiments like the {fcales of fifh, of a pale-green co- 
Jour, border’d with Carnationupona yellow ground, hath on 
the out-fide feveral {mall flowers, which, according to the diffe- 
rent Afpects of the Sun, feem tobe of fo many different colours 
as may be feen in the Rain-bows as the fruit ripens moft of thefe 
flowers fall. But that which gives ita far greater luftre, and 
acquir'd it the fupremacy among Fruit is, that itis crown’d 
with a great Pofie, confifting of flowers and feveral leaves, fo- 
lid and jagged about, whichare of a bright red colour, and 
extreamly add tothe delightfulnefé of it. | 

The Meat or Pulp which is contained within the rind, isa 
little fibrous, but put intothe mouth is turn’d all to juice: it 
hath fo tranfcendent a tafte, and {0 particular to it felf, that 
thofe who haveendeavour’d to makea full defcription of it, 
not able to confine themfelves to one comparifon, have bor- 
row'd what they thought moft delicate in the Peach, the Straw- 
berry, the Mufcadine-grape, and the Pippiz, and having faid all 
they could, been fore'd to acknowledg that it hath a certain 
particular tafte which cannot eafily be exprefs'd. 

The vertue, or fhoot by which this fruit may be perpetu- 
ated lyesnot in itsroot, nor yet in a fmall red feed, whichis 
many times found in its Pulp, but inthat Garland-wherewith it 
is cover’d; for asfoonas it is put into the ground it takes root, 
fhoots forth leaves, andat the years end produces new fruit. 
It happens fometimes that thefe fruits are charg’d with three 
pofies or crowns, all which have the vertue of propagating their 
fpecies: but every ftalk bears fruit but once a year. | 

There are three or four kinds of them, which the Inhabi-- 
tants diftinguifh by the colour, figure, or fcent, to i a 

White- 


‘Ewe X. _ Lhe Caribby-Iflands. 


White-Ananas, the’ Pointed, andthat cailed the Pzppiz, or Re- 


nette: This laftis more efteem’d then the other two, inafmuch — 
as beingripe it hath as to the tafte all the rare qualities be-- 


fore defcribed 5 it hath alfo a fweeter fcent then the others, and 
does not fet the teeth fo much on edge. | 

The natural Indians of the Country, and the French who 
live in the I{lands make of this fruit anexcellent drink, not 
much unlike Malwjey, when it hath been kept a certain time: 
there is alfo made of it a liquid Conferve, which is one of the 


nobleft and moft delicate of any brought out ef the Indies : - 


they alfo cut the rind into two pieces, and it is preferv'd dry 
with fome of the thinneft leaves, and then the pieces are 
neatly joyn’d together again, and they ice it over with Sugar, 
by which means the figure of the fruit and leaves is perfectly 
preferv’d ; and there may be feenin thofe happy Countries, not- 
withftanding the heats of the Torrid Zone, a pleafant reprefen- 
tation of the fad productions of Winter. | | 
In Phyfick the Vertues of it are thefe: The juice does ad- 
mirably recreate and exhilarate the Spirits, and comfort the 
Heart ; it alfo fortifies the Stomack, cureth Queafinefs, and 
caufeth Appetite: it gives prefent eafe to {uch as are troubled 
with the Stone, or ftoppage of Urine; nay it deftroys the 
force of Poyfon. If the fruitbe not procurable, the root will 
do the fame effects. The water extracted from it by diftilling 
hatha quicker and more effectual operation; but in regard it 
is too corrofive, and offends the mouth, palat, and uretory 
veffels, it muft be very moderately ufed,and with the advice of 
an able Phyfician, who knows how to corre¢t thatAcrimony. 


SUGAR-CANES. . 
Ao Reed which by its delicious juice fupplies that fttb- 


{tance whereof Sugar is made, hath leaves like thofe 
of other Reeds which grow in Marfhesand neer Ponds, but 


’ only they are a little longer and fharpers; for if they be not ta- 


ken withacertain care and fleight, they will cut amans hands 
like a Rafour. Itis call’d the Sugar-Cane, and grows up in 
height between five and fix foot, andtweinches about: itis 
divided by feveral knots, which are commonly four or five 
inches diftant one from another; and the greater the diftance 
is ao the knots, the more Sugar are the Canes apt to 
yield. 

Theleaves of it are long, green, and grow very thick; in 
the midit whereof rifes the Cane, which alfo at the top is loa- 
den with feveral pointed leaves, and.one kind of knot of them 
which contains the feed: it is as full asit can be of a white 
and juicy pith, out of which is drawn that liquor that makes 
the Sugar. 7 

I2 its 
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It thrives extreamly in a fat foil, foit be light and fomewhat 
moift: it is planted in trenches made at equal diftances one 
from another, either witha Hoe, or a Plow, about half afoot 
deep: Having there laid the Canes, being ripe they cover 
them with earth, and a little while after out of every knot 
fhoots forth aroot, and out of thata {tem which produces a 
newCane. As foon as it appears above ground, it muft be 
carefully weeded all about, that the weeds choak it not: but 
as foon as it hath cover’d the ground it fecures it felf, and keeps 
its footing as well as any Copfe-wood might do, and itmay laft 
fifty years without being renew’d, fothe main root befound. 
and not injured by the worm; forif there be any jealoufie of 
that, the remedy is to take up the whole Plant as foon as may 
be, and to order it all anew. : 

Though the Canes be ripe at the end of nine or ten moneths, 
yet will they not be any way prejudic’d if continu‘d in the 
ground two years, nay fometimes three, after which they. de- 
cay : But the beft and fureft way isto cut them every year as 
neer the groundas may be, and below the laft knot or joynt. 

Thofe who crofs the Fields when thefe Canes are come to 
maturity may refrefh themfelves with the juice of them, 
whichis anexcellent beverage, and hath the fame tafte with 
the Sugar : But if it be taken immoderately it may occafion 
fluxes and loofenefs, efpecially to fuch as are newly come inio 
the Country ; for thofe who by a long abede there are in 
a manner naturaliz’d, are not fo fubdject to that incen- 
venience. , Wi 

There grow alfo in fome of thefe Hflands thofe neat and pre- — 
cious Canes which are us‘d in walking , naturally marbled, 
and enamell’d with feveral figures. .The fides of great Ponds, 
and all Fenny and Marfhy placesare-alfo furnifh’d witha big © 
fort of Reeds which grow up very high and very ftrait, where- 
of the Inhabitants commonly make the partitions of their 
‘Houfes, andufe them inftead of Lats, for the covering ofthem. 
The Indians alfo make ufe of the tops of thefe Canes in the 
making of their Arrows. 
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CHAP. XI, 


Of fome other rare Productions of the Caribbies, and 
feveral forts of Pulfe, aud Flowers growing in thofe 
Wfiands. — | 


 “BAving fpoken of the Plants, Herbs, and Roots, confi- 
derable for their Leaves, Fruits, or Vertues, we now 
come to treat of fome other rare Productions of thefe 

Iflands, forthe moft part not known in Europe. 


RAQUETIES. 


“Hat which the French call Raquettes, from the figure of 
its leaves, which arelikea Racket, isa great thorny bufh 
creeping along the earth, and notable to raife it felf to any 
height, in regard the ftem, which is only a leaf grown big in 
procefSoftime, grows not much more then half a foot above 
ground; andihough it be big enough, yet is it not to be feen 
till the leaves, which are green, heavy, ill-fhap’d, and about 
an inch thick, and faften’d one to another, encompafling it, be 
firfttaken up: they are armed with prickles extreamly fharp 
and {mall; and upon fome of thefe long and prickly leaves 
there growsa fruit about the bignefs of a Date-plumb, which 
hath alfo.on the out-fide feveral very fimall prickles, which 
prick their fingers who would gather them : being ripe it is red 
within and without, of a Vermilion colour : the Hunts-men 
of thefe Hlands think it very delicate and refrefhing; but it 
hath this property, that it colours a mans Urine as red as blood 
as foon as he hatheaten it; infomuch that fuch asare ignorant 
of this fecret imagine they have broken a vein: Nay fome 
perceiving that alteration in themfelves have taken their Beds 
out of an imagination that they were very fick. Some report, 
that in Perw there isa kind ef Plumb which works the fame ef- 
fet : nay there are who affirm, that they have obferv'd as much 
after the eating of a Gelly of red Goofe-berries. 

Thofeé who have defcribed Tuzal, which is fo much efteem’d 
for the precious Scarlet-dye lying in its leaves, make it like the 
Plant we now defcribe, fave that they afflignit no fruit. Some 

others have ranked it among thofe Thifltles which bear Figs, 
becaufe the fruit is of that figure, and when itis open, inftead 
of a ftone, it hath only finall feeds like thofe of the Fig. 

There is alfo another kind of this Plant, whereof the fruit 1s 
white, and of afweeter, and more favory tafte then the red 
we fpoke of before ; nay there is yet another, which, no doubt, 

| is 
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isa kindof Tuzal, on which there have been feen certain little 
worms in colour like a Ruby, which dye Linen or Woollen- 
Cloth,whereon they are crufh’d, intoa very fair and lively Scar- . 
let-colour. 


TORCH. 


He Plant called by the Caribbians Akouleron, fome of the 
& = European Inhabitants of thefe Hlands call the Torch: 
itis a kind of great Thiftle growing like a great bufhy Briar, 
furnifh’d of all fides with prickles, extreamly fharp and fmall: 
there fhoot forth inthe midft of it nine or ten ftalks without 
either branches or leaves, growing up to the height of nine or 
ten foot, ftrait,and channelled like fo many Torches : they have 
alfo very fharp prickles, like fo many {mall Needles, which fo 
fecure them that they cannot be touch’d of any fide: the rind, 
and what is within it, is foft and fpongy enough. Every Zorch . 
bears ata certain feafon of the year, between the channels of 
the ftalk, certain yellow or violet flowers, which are fucceed- 
ed by a fruit like a great Fig, good to eat, and delicate enough. 
The Birds love it well, but they can only peck at it flying, be- 
caufe the prickles hinder them from lighting on any part of 
the Plant. The Indians get off the fruit with little forks or 
{ticks cleft at one end. 


LIENES. 


Here are feveral kinds of Plants which creepalong the 
ground, or are faften'dto Trees 3 nay fome which very 
much obftrué peoples paflage through the Forefts: The In- 
habitants call them Lienes 5 {ome are likea great Cable, others 
bear flowers of feveral colours: nay fome are Joaden with 
great brownifh hufks a foot or better in length, four or five 
inches thick, andas hard as Oak-bark, wherein are contained - 
thofe curious fruits called Sea-Cheftexts, which have the figure 
of a heart, and the pulp taken out, are made into Boxes to 
keep Sneezing-powder, or. any other fweet powder. The’ 
fruit, called by the Inhabitants Liewes-Apples, grows on a kind 
of Willow, which is faften’'dto the greater fort of Trees like’ 
Ivy : it is about the bignefs of a Tennis-ball, and cover’d with 
a hard fhell, anda green out-fide, containing within ita fub- 
{tance, which being ripe hath the figure and tafte of Goofe- 
berries. 


SEMPER-VIVUM. 


Here are inthefe Ilands feveral kinds of Herbs that never 
dye or wither , whereof fome grow on trunks of old 
Trees, 
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Trees, as Mifletoe does on the O«k; others grow on the ground, 
and upon rocks. They have fo much natural moifture, that 
being pluck’d, and hung with their roots upwards in the mid{t 
of rooms, where they are many times kept as rarities, and to 
recreate the cye, they lofe nothing of their verdure. 


SENSITIVE PLANTS. 


ee isin theIf{land Tabago a kind of Herb, which befides 
its perpetual growing is alfo fenfible, whence it is called 
the Senfitive Plant: it grows up about a foot and a half in 
height, encompafs’d with a many leaves, in length a fooc or 
better , in bredth three fingers, jagged almoft like thofe of 
Fern, being at the extremities of a green colour checquer’d 
with lite e brownifh or red fpots. Inthefeafonof fruits there 
srows out of the midft of this Planta round flower, confifting 
of feveral leaves {tanding much after the fame order as thofe 
of che Marigold 5 but they are of a bright violet colour, and 
being handled have a good fcent; the nature of this Plant is 
fuch, that if one pluck off che leaves of it, or fo much as 
touch them, the whole Plant withers, and all the other leaves 
fallto the ground, as if it had been trod under feet 5 and ac- 
cording to the number of the leaves that had been pluck’d 
off it will bea longer or fhorter time ere it recover that lofs, _ 
There grows fuch another at A¢Zadagafear, which the Inha- 
bitants call Haeft-vel, that is, the Livizg-herb: butit is not the 
fame kind as that which may be {een in the Kings Garden at 
Paris, for that hatha much leffer leaf, and ic is neither {potted 
nor jagged and which is more, it bears no flowers: befides, its 
leaves being touch’d, clofe together-by a certain kind of con- 
traction; whereas that we defcribe fheds its leaves on the 
pround.. Ne 
There is alfo another kind of living or fenfitive Plant in fome 
of the other Iflands: it grows fametimes to the height of a 
fhrub: it hath many little branches, which are at all times 
loaden with .an infinite number of long and narrow leaves, 
which during the rains are enamell’d with fmall golden flowers, 
like fo many ftars. But what makes this Plant ef{teem’d one of 
the rareft and moft admirable of any in the world, is, chat as 
foon 4s one-would faften on it with bis hand, it draws back its 
leaves, and wriggles them under its little branches, asif they 
were wither’d ; and whenthe hand is remowd, and the party 
gone away fome diftance from it, it {preads them abroad again. 
_ Some call this Plant the Chaffe Herb, becaufe it cannot en- 
dure to be touch’d without exprefling its refentment of the 
injury. Thofe who have pafs'd by the Jthmws from Nowbre 
de Dios to Panama relate, that there are whole Woods of a Tree 
called the Senfitive-tree; which being touch’d the branches and 
| Jeaves 
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leaves {tart up, making a great noife, and clofe together into 
the figure of a Globe. 

Some years fince there was to be feen in the Kings Garden at 
Paris a Senfitive-fbrub, valued at a very great rate: Butfome 
body having advis’dthe putting of it in the bottom of a Well | 
to keep it fromthe cold, and the fharpnefs of Winter, it there 
miferably perifh’d, tothe great regret of the Curious. 


Of feveral forts of PEASE. | 


Hefe [lands are alfo fruitful in bearing all forts of Pulfe, 
_ fuchasare feveral forts of Pease and Beans : The Savages 
call them by the general name of Adanconti. | 

The Peafe are in amanner of the fame kinds as thofe growing 
in Exrope, thofe only excepted, which are gather'd from a 
little fhrub, which is about the height of Broom, and hath 
fmall, green, and narrow leaves: it bears Peafe in cods or hufks, 
which are faftened to its branches: they are green and lefs 
then the ordinary ones, of an excellent tafte, and fo eafily 
boil’d, thatthey need but a walm or two: they are called in 
the Iflands, The Peafe of Angola, probably, becaufe the feed 
was brought from that Country. 

There is another kind known by the name of Peafe, which 
yet have the figure of Beans: they are {mall enough 5 and of 
this kind there are fome white, fome black , fome red or 
brown, all very excellent, and are ripe in three moneths.. 
Thefe in S. Chraftophers are called Exglifh Peafe. 


BEANS. 


F Beans and Fajels there grow in the Caribbies feveral 

kinds, not to be feen in the Weftern parts of Europe. The 

moft common are white, to whichthe firft Inhabitants gave an 

undecent name, by reafon of their figure : their fruit may be 

eaten fix weaks after they are planted: others are of feveral 

pretty colours, as thofe which are called Rowan-Beans , or 
Lombardy-Beans. 

But the moft confiderable for their rarity are thofe called the 
Seven-years Beans, becaufe the fame ftalk bears feven years one 
after another, and fpreads it felf over Trees, Rocks, and 
whatever it can faften on 5 and what is to be yet further ad- 
mir’d is, that at all times during the faid term of years it bears 
flowers, green fruit, and ripe fruit: So that he who fees it, 


7 may well admire 
Spring, Summer, Autumn in one bough confpire. 


The fame thing is affirmed of a certain Tree in Egypt, called 
: | Pharaohs — 


Gar.X{. The Garibby-Iflands. 


Pharaohs Fig-tree, on which there may be feen at all times fruit 
fully ripe, fruit ripening, and fruit newly knit. Orange-trees 
have the fame advantage. 


Planti ufeful in Phyfick. 


F Plants ufeful in Phyfick there are many kinds in thefe 
Iflands, whereof the vertues and temperament are not 
yet well known, and fome others which are alfo to be had from 
other places: Such as are Scoloperdria, and a kind of Aloes, 
and feveral forts of Maiden-hair. There are alfofome, where- 
of trial hath been made, and they have been endued with great 
vertues, among which the moft efteem’d are the Sweet-Ru/h, 
the Balifier, and the Dart-Herb. 


SWEET-RUSH. 


He Sweet-Rufh is like other Rufhes which grow neer 
Ponds and Rivers, but it hatha round root about the 
bignefsof a Small-nut, which cafts a {weet {cent like that of 
the Flower-de-luce, and being dried inthe fhade, and beatento 
powder, hath a miraculous vertueto help Women in Labour, 
if they take but a {mall dofe of it. 


BALISIER. 


Bs Balifter grows bigger and higher, according to the foil 
it meets with, but it thrives beft in moift places: The 
leaves of it are fo large that the Caribbians, incafe of neceflity, 
cover their little Huts therewith. They are alfo apply’d to 
abate and mollifie the inflammations of wounds, and to make 
baths for tuch as have had their Nerves crufh*d,or have contratt- 
ed any other weaknefs. The flower of it, which grows like a 
Plume of Feathers, confifting of feveral yellow, or red cups, 
are fucceeded by certain buttons, which are full of feeds as 
big as Peafe, and fo {mooth and hard that Beads are made of 
them. . 


DART-HERB. 


He Dart-Herb isa fad kind of Herb, for in the day time 
, the leaves lye clofetegether, and in the night they are 
{pread abroad : its leaves, which are of a bright-green , are 
about fix or feven inches long and three broad : the root of it 


pounded, and applyed onthe wound, takes away the venom of 


poyfoned Darts. 
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POT-HERBS. 


Af Oft of the Pot-Herbs growing infeveral parts of Europe 
LY # grow alfo in thefe Iflands. ‘Tis true, there are fome, 
‘as Cabbages and Onions will not bear feed; yet is there no 
want of them. ‘The Cabbages being ripe fhoot forth many 


flips, which tranfplanted produce others, which come to be as. 
fair and as large asif they grew from thefeed. And for Oni- | 


ons, there are good ftore brought in the Ships, which produce 
abundance of Chibols, and thofe only are commonly ufed in 
Pottage, and with Peafe. 


MELONS. 


apace is alfo abundance of ordinary Melozs, the feed 
whereof is brought thither from thefe parts : but by 
reafon of the heat of the Country they grow more eafily 
ripe, the meat is firmer and of abetter tafte, and they havea 
{weeter {cent : And what is a greater advantage, they are to 
be had at any time inthe year. 


WATER-MELONS. 


io Pa grows in thefé Countries another kind of Afelons, 
& whichare common in Italy, but muft needs be incom- 
parably better in Egypt and the Levant. There grow of them 
alfo in fome parts of Fraxce, but they are naught: they are cal- 
led -Water-Melons, becaufethey are full of a fugard water, in- 


termingled with their meat, which ordinarily is of a Vermilion 


colour, and red as blood about the heart, wherein are con- 
tained their feed, which is alfo of the fame colour, and fome- 
times black : their rind continues always green, and without 
any fcent, fo that it israther by the ftalk them the fruit that 


their ripenefs is to be difcover’d: they: are fometimes bigger — 
then a mans head, either round, or oval: they areeaten with- — 


out Salt, and though a man feed liberally on them, yet dothey 
not offend the ftomack: but in thofe hot Countries they are ve- 
ry cooling, and caufe appetite. 


They plant alfo in thefe Iflands A/ays, otherwife called 


Spanifhb-Wheat or Turkey-Wheat, all forts of AaVet,. Cucumbers, 
Citrulls, Red-Parfzips, and other Roots, all which are of an ex- 
cellent tafte. ie hy 


LILLIES. — 


Oris it to be doubted but that. the flowers of thefe Coun- 


triesare very beautiful, and admirable for their {Cent : 


Among 
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Among others , there is a kind of White-Lilly that {mells ex- 
treamly wells for the fcent of it islike that of Jefemine, but 
fo communicative of itfelf} that there needs but one flower to 
perfume a whole Room. The round top and the leaves are 
hike thofeof the Lillies of France, but the flower hath its leaves 
difpers’d and divided into little Labels, asif they had been cut 
with a pair of Sciffers: there are alfo other Lillies which differ 
in nothing from our Yellow and Orange-colour Lillies. 


PASSION-F LOWER. 


Here is another Plant in thefe Iflands famous for the 
beauty of its leaves, the {weet {cent of its flowers, and 
the excellency of its fruit: The Spaniards call it Grenadile 5 
the Dutch, Rhang-Appel, andtheFrench, La Fleur de la Paffron, 
that is, The Pa(fon-Flower , becaufe it bears that rare flower 
wherein nay be feen,not without admiration,fome of theInftru- 
ments ofour Blefled Saviours Paffion plainly reprefented. °*Tis 
true, fome curious Perfons, who have attentively confidered 
it, doatiirm, that they have obferv'd therein a certain refem- 


blance of the Crown of Thornes, the Scourges, the Nails, the ° 


Hammer,and the Pillar; but they addwithall,that moft of thofe 
things are therein reprefented or figured much after the fame 
manner as Virgins, Lyons, and Bears are feen among the Ce- 
leftial Bodies 5 fo that to find all thefe reprefentations of the 
Paffion inthofe flowers, they fay with Acofta in his Hiftory, 
Lib. 4. Ch.27. that there is fome piety requifite to help onthe 
belief of fome of them. 
_ There are feveral forts of them, all which have this common, 
thatif they meet not withfome Tree to faften themfelves too, 
they creep along the groundas Ivy doth; that their flowers are 
di‘play'd after Sun-rifing, and clofe again before it fets; and 
that they bear a delicate and very refrefhing fruit: but the 
leaves, flowers, and fruits of fome are {fo different, as to their 
_ outward figure, that it is not to be wondred if the Authors 
- who treat of this Plant , imagining there had been but one 
kind, agree not intheir defcriptions thereof. The Inhabitants 
of Brafil number feven kinds thereof; but inthe Carzbbies there 
are but thofetwo known, which are reprefented among the 
Sculps of this Chapter. sy 
~ One hath very large leaves, which are divided into five lef- 
fer leaves, whereof that in the mid{t is round at the top, and 
the four others pointed: its flower being fully blown is big- 
ger then a Rofe; it is enclos'd neer the {tem in three little green 
leaves, the body confilts of feveral other beautiful leaves, 
whereof fomeare of a Sky-colour, chequer’d with little red. 
pricks, which have the figure of a Crown, and others are of 
a purple colour: All this fair flower is encompatfs’d with an in- 
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finite number of {mall waving filaments, which are-as it were 
the beams of this little Sun among the flowers; they are en- 
amell’d with White, Red, Blew, Carnation, and feveral other 
lively colours, which contribute an admirable grace thereto. 

The other kind hath alfo its leaves divided into five parts as 


- the formers but its flower, which is likea little bow], border- 


ed above with little white and red ftrings, is not fo large: with- 
in itis adorned with white pointed leaves: there fhoots as it 
were outof the heart of both thefe kinds of Paffion-Flowers 
a {mall round Pillar,. which hath on its chapter a button be- 


~ fet with three grains, fomewhatlike Cloves. From this Pillar 


there iffue out alfo five white ftrings, which fupport little yel- 
low knobs ; like thofe which may be feen in the cavity of 
the Lillies; and thefe they fay reprefent our Saviours five 
wounds. ' be 

Thefe flowers, which are of‘a fweet fcent, falling off, the 
button that ison the pillar grows fo big, that it comes to be 
a fair yellow fruit, fu.s0th, and about the bignefs of anordi- 


‘nary Apple. The rind of it is as thick as that of a Pomegra- 


nate, and it isfull of a certain juice, very delicious to the tafte, 


- among which there isa great number of kernels, which are 


black, and extreamly hard. This fruit is prefcrib'd asa fove- 
reign refrefhment tofuch asare inFevers, and it hath been 
found by experience, that it hath a fingular vertue to retrive 
loft Appetite, to comfort the vital Spirits, and to abate the 
heat of the Stomack. The Inhabitants of Braf/are very care- 


fulio the cultivation of this Plant, ufing it as a fingularorna- —, 


ment for the covering of their Arbours, and other places in 
their Gardens; for its leaves and flowers make a very delightful 
fhade, and they make of the frait acordial fyrrap, which is 


highly efteem’d among them upon this account, that befides 


the properties afligned it in our defcription, it hath alfo this 
remarkable quality, that thofe who are once accuftomed to 
ufe it {hall never haveanaverfion againftic. The rind of this 
fruit, and its flowers being preferv'd, work the fame effects as 
the juice. ) 


MUSK-HERB. 


é Here is alfo an Herb called the Aéwsk-Herb : the Nalk’of 


it isof a confiderable height, and it grows very thick 


_and-clofe together, asa little Briar, or Bufh without prickles: 


its leaves are long enough, andrough ; the flowersare yellow, 
very delightful tothe eye, after the form of a Chalice, or little 


Bell, which afterwards becomes a button of a pretty bignefs, 


and whenitisripe, is of a white Satin colour within, and of a 
Mufk-colour without: the feed contained within this button 
isalfo of the fame brownifh colour; it hath the perfect {cent 
of 
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~ ther under its Belly, in which it carries its young ones, which 


€: OPM. The Caribby-Iflands. 


of Mufk when it is newly gather'd. And thence is it cafled 
Muysk-erain, and it keeps that {cent a Jong time, providedit be 
kept in ddry place, and in fome veflel where it may take 
m6! airs ** 

In like manner, feveral other Herbs, feveral Shrubs, nay 
moft of thofe Lzexes, or Withies which creep:among the buthes, 


and faften for their fupport on the Trees growing in the Carib- 


bies, bear flowers as fair and delightful to the eye, as they are 


-fweet and acceptable to the noftril: infomuch that many 
times as a man crofles through the Fields, he may come to 


places where the Air is perfumd all about. bias on 


CHAP. X'TT 


Of five kinds of four-focted BeaSis found in 
; thefe Iflands. | 


in America, there were not in thofe parts ahy Horfes, 
Kine, Oxen, Sheep, Goats, Swine, or Dogs. Eur for 
the better cenwenience of their Navigations , and fupply of 
their Ships in cafe of neceflity, they left fome of thefe crea- 
tures infeveral parts of that new-found World, where they 
have fince multiply’d fo exceedingly, that now they are more 


Be: the Spaniards and. Portiguez had planted Colonies 


common there thenin any-part of Europe. 


Befides thefe Foreign kinds of Cattle, there were before in 


-thefe Hlands certain forts of four-footed beafts, fuch as are the 


Opaffum, the favaris, the Tatan, the Agouty, and the Awsk- Rat, 
whereof we fhall here give the feveral defcriptions. 


OPASSUM. 


He Opaffum is the fame creature which the Brafilians call 
Carigueya, ab -t) ougnefs of a Cat: it hath a {harp 
‘Snout, the nest er)... being fhorter then the upper, asa Pigs, 
the Ears! ,, toad, and ftrait, and the Tail long, Hairlefs 
towar is the ‘extremity, and turning downwards: the Hair 
on the Back is black intermix'’d with grey, and under the Bel- 
ly, ‘and about the Throat it is yellowifh: it hath very fharp 
Claws, and thence doth eafily climb up Trees : he feeds on 
Birds, and loves a Hen as wellas the Fox does; but for want 
of prey he can make a fhift to live on fruits. : ae 
- What's particular in this Creature, is, that by a remarkable 
difference it hath a purfe or bag of its own {kin, folded toge- 


it 
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it leaves upon the ground when it pleafes, by opening that na- 
tural purfe : when he would leave that place, he opens it again, 
and the young ones get in, and fo he carries them with him 
where-ever he goes. The Female fuckles them wirbout fet- 
ting them on the grounds for her Teats lye within that purfe, 
which on the infide hatha much fofter {kin then that which 
appears without. The Female commonly brings fix young 
ones ; but the Male, who hath fuch another natural purfe un- 
der his Belly, carries them in histurn to eafe the Female, but 
cannot fucklethem. Thefecreatures'are common in Virginia, 

zand New-Spain: Nature having not thought fit to beftow on 
the Whale the convenience of fuch a bag, gave her the inven- | 
tion of hiding her young ones in her Throat, as Philoftratus 
affirms. And the Weafilis fo fond of her young ones, that 
out of a fear they might be taken from her, fhe alfo takes 
them into her mouth, and removes them from one place to 
another. 


FAV ARIS. 


Here is alfo in fome of thefe Iflands, as at Tabago, a kind 
of wild Swine, whichare to be feen in like manner in 
Brafil, and Nicaragua: they are in moft things like the wild 
Boars in our Forefts, but have very little fat : they have fhore 
Ears, almoft no Tail, and their Navels are ontheir Backs ; 
fome of them are all black, others have certain white {pots 5 
their grunting is alfo more hideous then that of tame Swine5 
they are called Javaris: This Venifon is ofa tafte good enough, 
but very hardly taken, in regard the Boar having a kind of 
vent, or hole on the Back, by which he refrefhes his Lungs, is 
in a manner indéfatigable ; and if he beforc’d to {top, and be 
purfued by the Dogs, heisarm’d with fuch fharp and cutting 
defenfives, that he tears to pieces all thofe that fhall fet up- 
on him. 


TATOWVS. 


He Tatows, or Hedge-Hogs, which ‘fo are to be feen.in 
Tabago, are arm'd with a hard fkaly coat, wherewith 

they cover and fecure themfelves as with armour: They have ‘ 
a Head and Snout likea Pig, and with the latter they turn up 
the ground: they have alfo inevery Paw five very fharp Claws 
which they ufethe more readily to thruft away the earth, and 
difcover the roots wherewith they are fatten’d, in the night 
time. Some affirm, that their flefh is a very delicate meat, 
and that there is afmall bone in their Tails which helps Deaf- 
ne{s ; It hath been confirm’d by experience, that it helps the 

Noife or Humming; and cures the pain of the Ear, fi: a 
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thruft into it in a little Cotton ; fome of thefe are as big as 


Foxes ; but thofe which are in Tabago are much lefs. 
Whenthefe creatures are purfu’d, and when they take their 
re{t, which they commonly doin the day time, they clofe to- 
gether like a bow], and fo dextroufly get in their feet, head 
and ears under their hard fcales, that all parts of their body 
are by that naturalarmour fecur’d again{t all the attempts of 
both Hunts-men and Dogs; andif they are neer fome preci- 


pice, they roll themfelves down without fear of receiving any 


hurt thereby. Léxfcot relates, that in the Eaft-Ivdies, in the 
river of Goa, there was a Sea-monfter taken which was cover'd 
all over with fcales as hard as any Iron, and when it was touch’d 
it-clos'd together, asit were into a ball. 


AGOUVTY. 


‘ogee Agouty is of a dark colour inclining to black, having 
_ arough, light hair, anda little tail without any hair: 
it hath two teeth in the upper jaw, and as many inthe neather : 
It holds its meat inthe two fore-pawes, like a Squirrel : the 
cry of itis, asif it diftinctly pronounc’d theword Cotye. *Tis 
hunted with Dogs, and its flefh , though tafting fomewhat 
rank, isby many preferr’d before that of Conies: When it is 
hunted it gets into hollow Trees, out of which it is fore'd by 
{moak made, after it hath cry‘d ftrangely : if it be taken young, 
itis eafily tamed, and when heis angred the hair on his back 
ftands up, and he ftrikes the ground with his hind-feet, as Co- 
nies do: He is much about the fame bignefs, but his ears are 
fhort and round, and his teeth as fharp asa Rafour. 


MUSK-RAT. 


He Musk-Rats have commonly their abode in Holes, or 
Berries in the ground, like Conies, and they are much 
about their bignefs 5 but as to their figure it differs not from 
that of the great Rats which are tg be feen elfewhere, fave 
that moft of them have the hair of their belly white, like Dor- 
mice, and that of the reft of their bodies black or tawny : 
there comes from them a fcent {weet as Musk, which caufes a 
certain dejection of fpirit, and makes fuch a {trong perfume 
about their holes, that itis very eafie to find them out. 
The Continent of America hath many kinds of four-footed 
Beats, which are not to be foundinany of theIflands. 


CHAP. 


A i 


CHAP. XIII 
Of ibe Reptiles found in thefe Eflands. 


E come now to treat of the Reptiles, which, being 
} naturally enemies to cold, muft needs exceedingly 
multiply in thefe hot Countries: Befides, the vaft 


Woods and the Rocks of thefe Iflands very much advance 
their production, in regard they afford them fecure retreats. 


Several kinds of Serpents and Snakes. 


Here are indeed very few venemous Beafts in the Carib- 

bies, though there be many Serpents and Snakes of fe- 
veral colours and figures: There are fome nine or ten foot 
long, and as big as a mans arm or thigh: Nay there hath 
been heretofore kill’d one of thefe Snakes, which had in her 
belly a whole Hen, feathers and all,.and above a dozen 
egges, the Hen having been furprizd as fhe was fitting : 
Another was found that had devour’d a Cat; whence a 
guefs may. be made at their bignefs. 

But how prodigious foever they are, as to their bulk, yet 
are they not venemous in moft of thefe Countries : Nay fome 
Iohabitants having of them on the thatch of their houfes,which 
is commonly of Palm-leaves, or Sugar-Canes, drive them not 
thence, becaufe they force away and devour the rats. But 
we muft acknowledge withal, that there is an hoftility be- 
tween them and the Poultry. It hath been obfervd, that 
fome of them have been fo fubtle, as, having furpriz’d a Hen 
fitting, not to meddle with her during that time 5 but afloon 
as the chickens are hatch’d, they devour them, and kill the 
Hen, if they be not able to {wallow her down whole. 

There are others very fair and delightful to the eye; for 
they are green all over, fave that under the belly they are 
of a very light grey : They are about an ell’ and a half in 
length, and fometimes two ; but, proportionably to that 
length, they are very fmall, as being at moft not above an inch 
about : They feed either on Frogs, which they find near fome 
brooks, or on Birds, which they furprize on the Trees, or in 
their nefts, when they meet with them. Accordingly, this 
kind of Snake is accounted noble in comparifon of the others 5 
for it fubfifts by its fifhing and hunting. Some of the Inha- 
bitants, who have been us’d to fee all thefe kinds of Snakes, — 
handle them without any fear, and carry them in their bo- 
foms. Thofe who have travell’d into Afia and 4ffrick affirra, 
that they have there met with fomewhat of the like natur-: 
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For they relate, that in Great Tartary there are mountains 
where may be feen Serpents of a prodigious bulk, but not ve- 
nemous at all, nay they are good meat: And that in the 
Kingdom of Sjr fome of thefe Creatures have been feen 
playing with children, who fed them with bread. It is faid 
alfo, that in the Provinces of the Avtes, in the Kingdom of 
Peru, there are dreadful Snakes between 25 and 30 foot in 
length, which never hurt any body.. : 

As to the Iflands of Martinico and S. Aloufia i: is other- 
wile’; for there (ome are not dangerous at all, others arc yer» 
much fo: Thofe which are not, are bigger and longer then 
the others; whence it comes, that thofe who know them 
not are more afraid of them, then of fuch as fhould really 

_ be feared: Yet do they not any harm; nay affoon as they 

perceive any body, they make all the hafte they can away 3: 
which hath occafion’d their, being call’d the fugitive suakes. 
They are alfo eafily diftinguifh'd from the others by the 
black and white fpots on'their backs. 

Of the dangerous Snakes there are two kinds: Some are 
grey on the back, and to the feeling like velvet 5 others are 
all yellow or red, and dreadful to look upon by reafon of thae 
colour, though they be not more dangerous, nay haply lefs 
then the former. Both kinds are great lovers of rats, as 
well as thofe without venome 5 and when a Cott is much pe- 
fter’d with rats, ’tis ftrange if there be not alfo Snakes a- 
bout it. They are of different bignefs and length, and it is 
conceiv’d the fhorteft are moft tobe feared: Their heads are 
flat and broad, their jaws extreamly wide, and arm’d with 
eight teeth, and fometimes ten, whereof fome are forked like 
a Crefcent, and fo tharp, that it is impoffible to imagine any 
thing more: And thefe being all hollow, it is by that {mall 
channel that they difperfe their poyfon, which lies in little 
purfes on both fides of their throat, juft at the very roots of 
their teeth: They never chew any thing they eat, but {wallow 
it down whole after they have crufh’d and made it flat. Some 
affirm, that if they did chew their food they would poyfon 
-themfelves, and that to prevent that they cover their teeth 
with their gums when they take their nourifhment. 

Thefe creatures are fo venemous in thofe two Iflands, that 
when they have ftung any one, if there be not a prefent re- 
medy immediately apply’d, the wound within two hours will 
be incurable. All the commendation can be given them is 
this, that they never fting any one if he do not touch either 
them, or fomething on which they repofe themfelves. 
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=f 


The Hiftory of ' Book Ll. - 


LIZZARDS. 


Here are alfo in thefe Iflands feveral kindsof Lizzards ; 
* The greateft and moft confiderable are thofe which fome 
Indians call Iguanas, the Braftlians, Senembi, and our Caribbi- 
ans, Onayamaca: Being come to their full growth they are 
about five foot in length, meafuring from the head to the ex- 
tremity of thetail, which isas long as all the reft of the body ; 


and for their bignefs they may bea foot about: their fkins are of 


feveral colours according to the different foils they are bred in. 
Hence it is probably that the Portuguez have call’d them Came- 

leons, out of an imagination that they were a f{pecies of that 

creature. In fome Iflandsthe Females are of a light green, 

chequer’d with black and white fpots, and the Males are grey : 

In others thefe laft are black, and the Females of alight grey, 

intermixt with black and green: Nay in fome places both 

Males and Females have all the little fcales of their fkin fo glit- 

tering, and as it were ftudded, that feen at a diftance one 
would think them cloth’d in rich cloth of goldor filver: They 

have ontheir backs prickles like combs, which they force up, 
and let downas they pleafe, and appear lefs and lefs fromthe 
head to the end of the tail : They go on four feet, each where- 
of hath five elaws which have very fharp nails: They run 
very faft, and are excellent at the climbing of Trees : But, whe- 
ther it be that they love to look on men, or are of a {tupid un- 
apprehenfive nature, whenthey are perceiv'd by the Hunts- 
men they patiently expect without ftirring till they are fhot: 

Nay they fuffer to be put about their necks that gin witha run- 
ning knot, which is faften’d to the end of a pole that is often 

us’d to get them off the Trees where they reft themfelves: 

when they are angry, a certain craw they have under their 

throat {wells , and makes them feem the more formidable: 

Their jaws are very wide, their tongues thick, and they have 
fome very fharp teeth: they will hardly let go what they have 

once faften’d on with their teeth, but they are not venemous 

at all. 

The Females lay egges about the bignefs of thofe of Wood 
quifts, but the fhell is foft: they lay them deep enough under 
the fand on the Sea-fide, and leave them to be hatch’d by the 
Sun, whence fome Authors have rank’d them among the Am- 
phibious creatures. The Savages taught the Europzans the 
way to take thefe Lizzards, and by their own examples en- 
courag’dthem to eat thereof: They arevery hard to kill, in- 
fomuch that fome having receiv’d three fhots of a Gun, and 
thereby loft fome part of their entrails, would not fall: And 
yet if afmall ftick bethruft into their nofes, or a pin between 
theireyes, where there isa little hole into which the pin eafily 

; enters, 
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enters, they prefently dye: The Carsbbians are very dextrous 
in the taking of them by a Gin with a running knot, which 
they cunningly get about their necks: or having overtaken 
them by running, they lay holdon them with one hand by the 
tail, which being very long gives thema good hold, and be- 
forethey can turn back to bite them, they take them by the 
chine-piece of theneck, and then having turn'd their paws on 
their backs, they bindthem, and fo keep them alive above fif- 
teen days without giving them any fuftenance: Their fleth is 
white, and in fome places over-laid with fat : Thofe who are 
accuftomed to it think it very delicate, efpecially the lufhious 
tafte it naturally is of being taken away by good Spices, and 
fome picquant fauce 3 yet is it not fafe toeat often thereof, 
becaufe it over-dries the body, and abates fomewhat of the 
good conftitution thereof: the egges have no white, but are 
all yolk, which makes the Pottage they are ufed in as excellent 
as our Hens-egges might do. 

Befides thefe greater forts of Lizzards, there are in thefe 
Iflands four others, which are much lefss and thefe «re 
_ called, Anolis, Roguets, Mabonjats, and Gobe-mouches, or Fly- 
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edichers, eg 


ANOLIS. 


af: Oa Anolis ave very common inall the Plantations: they 
are about the bignefs and lengthofthe Lizzards {een in 
France; butthey have a longer head, the fkin yellowifh, and 
onthcir backs they have certain blew, green and grey {treaks 
dawn from thetop of the head to the end of the tail: their 
abode is inholes under ground, whence in the night time they 
make avery loud and importunate noife: Inthe day timethey 
are in perpetual exercife, and they only wander about Cottages 
to get fomewhat to fubfift on. : 


ROQVETS. 


He Roquets arelefs thenthe Azolis: their tkin is of the 

~ colour of a wither’dleaf, marked with little yellow or 
blackifh points: they goon four feet, whereof the fore-feet 
ave high enough : their‘ eyes are very lively and fparkling: 
their heads are always lifted up, and they are fo active that 
they perpetually leap up and down, like Birds when they would 
notmakeufe of their wings : their tails are fo turn'd up towards 
their backs rhatthey make a circle anda half: They love to 
fee men, and if they ftay where they are they will ever and 
anon be ftaring on them: when they area little purfu'd, chey 
a ons mouths, and put out their tongues like iitile 

ounds. 
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MABOUFATS. 


6 tae Maboujats are of feveral colours: thofe which have~ 
their abode in rotten Trees, and fenny places, as alfoin 
deep and narrow Valleys into which the Sun pierces not, are 
black and extreamly hideous, which no doubt occafion‘d their 
being called by the fame name the Savages give the Devil : 


their bignefs commonly is little more then an inch, their length 


fix or feven : the fkins of them all are asif they were oyl'd. . - 


GOBE-MOUCHES, 


Hofe which the French call Gobe-Aouches, that 1s, in Eng- 
lith Fly-catchers, from their moft ordinary exercife; and 
the Caribbians, Oulleouma, are the leaft of all the Reptiles in 
thefe Iflands : they are in figure like thofethe Latines cali Stel- 
Hones: fome of them feem to be cover’d with fine gold or fil- 
ver Brocado 3 others with a mixture of green, gold, and fe- 
veral other delightful colours: they are fo familiar that they . 
come boldly into rooms, where they do nomifchief, nay on the 
contrary, they clear them of Flies, and fuch Vermine. This 
employment they perform with fuch dexterity and nimblenefs, _ 
that the fleights and defigns of Hunts-men are nothing com- 
par’d to thofe of this little Beaft-; for he fculks down, and 
ftands as it were Sentinel on a plank, or fome other thing that 
ishigher thenthe floor, where he hopes the Fly will lights 
and perceiving his prey, he keeps his eye always fixt upomit, 
putting his head into as many different poftures as the Fly thifts 
places; and f{tanding up on his fore-feet, and gaping after it, he 
half opens his little wide mouth, as if he already devour’d and 
{wallow’d it by hope: Nay though there be a noife made in the 
room, andfome body come neer him, he is fo attentive on his 
game that he quits not his poft 5 and having at laft found hisad- 
vantage, he ftarts fo directly on his prey, that he very feldom 
miffes it. It isan Innocent divertifement to confider with what — 
earneftnefs and attention thefe little creatures fhift for their 
livelihood. it 
Befides, they are fo tame that they will come upon the Ta- 
ble while people are eating, and if they perceive a’Fly, they 
will attempt the taking of it even upon their Trenchers who 
fitat Table, nay upon their hands orcloaths; and they are fuf- - 
fered to do fo,becaufe they are fo fmooth and cleanly, that their 
p2fling over the meat createsno averfion to thofe who are to eat 
of it : in the night time they bear a partin the Mufick made by 
other little Lizzards. And to propagate their 
{pecies, they lay {mall Egges asbig as Peafe, which having co- 
ver'd with a littleearth, they leave to be hatch’d by the Sun: 
as 
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as foon as they are kill’d, which is very eafie, by reafon of 


their attention in purfuit of their game, they immediately lofe 
all their luftre; the gold and azure, and all the fparkling beau- 
_ ty of their fkin vanifhes, and they become pale and earthy. 
- If any one of thefe Reptiles we have defcribed might be ac- 
counted a kind of Chamelion,it fhould be this laft named,becaufe 
it eafily aflumes the colours of thofe things on which it makes 
its ordinary refidence; forthofe which are feen about young 
Palm-trees are all green, asthe leaves of that Tree are: thole 
which frequent Orange-trees are yellow, as their fruit; nay 
there have been fome, who having much us’'da Chamber where 
there was a Bed with Curtains of changeable Taffata,had after- 
wards an infinite number of young'ones which had their bo- 


dies enamell’d with feveral colours fuitably to the furniture of : 


the place to which they had fo often had accef$: fome. haply 
wold have this effed attributed to the force of their little ima- 
gination ; but we leave that {peculationto the more addicted 
to fuch curious difquifitions. 


LAND-PIKES. 


Here are alfo in feveral of thefe Iflands certain creatures 

# which have the perfect figure, fkin, and head of the 
Pith we calla Pike, and therefore may be termed the Land- 
_ Pikes: but, inftead of Finns they have four feet, which are fo 
‘weak that they can onely craw] along the ground, and wind 
their bodies as Snakes, or to keep to our former comparifon, 
ftir as Pikes, after they are taken out of the water. The 
- dJargeft are not above fifteen inches in length, and proportiona- 


bly big: their {kin is cover'd with little {cales which thine ex- 


‘treamly, and are of a filver-grey colour: Some lovers of cu- 
Tiofities have young ones. in their Clofets, which they were 
perfwaded to receive for Salamanders. 

- Inthe night time they make a hideous noife from under the 
_ rocks,and the bottoms of hollow places where they are lodg’d : 
- Itis more fharp and grating to the ear then that of Frogs and 
Toads ; and they change their notes according to the variety 
‘of the places where they lurk: they are feldom feen buta lit- 
tle before night, and ‘when any of them are met in the day 
‘time, their motion, which is fuch as we before defcribed it, 1s 
apt to frighten the unwary beholder. 


SCORPIONS and other dangerous Reptiles. 


‘ Here are alfo inthefe parts Scorpions, like thofe common- 
ly feen in France, and other places: but they have not 

fo dangerous'a venom: they are yellow, grey, or dark-¢o- 
_lour’d according to the different foils in which they are bred. 
, Some 
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Some who have broken up fenny places for Wells or recep- 
- tacles for water,: have often met with a moft hideous kind of 
Lizzards: They are in length about fix inches: the fkin of ~ 
_their backisblack, and befet with {mall grey {cales, which by 
their extraordinary fhining, a man would think were oyl'd: 
their bellies are alfo fealy, as well as their backs, but the fkin 
which covers it isof a pale yellow: their heads are fimall and 
picked: their mouths are wide enough, and furnifh’d with fe- 
veraltéeth, which are extreamly fharp: they have two little 
eyes, but not able to endure the light of the day, for as foon 
as they are taken out of the ground they immediately endea- 
vour to make a holein it with their pawes, which have each of 


them five hard and crooked clawes, wherewiththey break the 


ground juftas the Molesdo, and fo make their way. whither 
they pleafe : they are very deftructive-in Gardens, gnawing 
the roots of Trees and Plants: their biting is alfo as venemous 
as that of the moft dangerous Serpent: : | 


| CHAP. XIV. 93" 
Of the Infetts commonly feen in the Caribbies.. 


lent parts of Nature declare the glory of their Al- | 
mighty Maker 5 but eventhe leaft and moft defpica- 
bleof his productions do alfo difcover the work of his hands, 
and raife their minds who attentively confider them to a grate- 
ful admiration of the greatnefs of hisipower, and an humble 
acknowledgment of his Sovereignty : Out of a perfwafion © 
therefore that there are fome who delightfully fearchiato th: 
fecrets of Nature, and contemplatethe wonders of God, who 
out of his inexhauftibletreafures hath endued the moftinconfi- - 
derable of his creatures with fo many rich ornaments, occult — 
qualities, and rare beauties, we thall beftow this Chapter on 
the confideration of certain Infeéts commonly feen in thefe 
filands, all which have fome peculiar properties, as fo many 
beams of glory to raife them from their natural Jownefs into 
fome efteem. noe 


N“< only the Heavens, and other vaft, and moreexeel- 


SNAILES. 


Mong the Infects which abundantly {warm in thefe hot 

“\ Countries there isa kind of Snailes, called bythe French 
Soldats, that is Sonldiers, becaufe they have no {hells proper 
and. peculiarto themfelves, and make them not of their foam — 
oe or 
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or flime, as the ordinary Snail does , but as foon as they are | 
produc’d out of fome corrupted matter, or otherwile, they 
have this inftind (to fecure the weaknefs of their little bodies 
again{t the injuries of the air, and the attempts of other Beatts) 
to feek ove fome empty habitation, and to take pofleffion of 
fuch a fhell as they find: moft convenient for them, within 
which they fic and accommodate themfelves, as Souldiers, 
who having no fetled habitation take up their quarters in other 
mens houfes, according totheir neceflities, and the then pre- 
fent pofture of their affairs. 

They are commonly feen in the fhells of Periwincles, or 
great Sea-Snails, which they find on the fhore, whither they are 
caft by the waves upon the death of the fifh which had been 
the firft inhabitant thereof: but indeed thefe little Souldiers 
are found in all forts of other fhells caft up by the Sea, nay 
eventhe fhells of the Liexe-zuts, and fome have took up their 
quarters in the clawes of great dead Crabs. They have this 
further induftry, that as they grow bigger they fhift fhells ac- 
cording to the proportion of their bodies, and take a larger, in- 
to which they enter, quitting the former: fothat they are of 
feveral forms and figures, according to the diverfity of the 
fhells they pofiefs themfelves of : It is probably of thefe Souldi- 
ers that Plimy{peaks, under the name of a kind of {mall Crab, 
to which he attributes the fame properties: their bodies are 
very tender except their heads andclawes: they have inftead 
of a foot, and for a defenfive weapon fome inftrument that is 
like the claw of a great Crab, wherewith they clofe the en- 
trance of their fhells, and fecure their whole body: it is all 
jagged within, and it holds fo faft whatever it faftens on, that 
it takes away the piece with it. This Infe& marches fafter then 
the common Snail, and fouls not with its foam or {liminefs the 
place over which it hath pafs'd. 

When this Souldier is taken he grows angry, and makesa 
noife : to make him quit the habitation he hath taken up, there 
needs only tofet him neer the fire, and immediately he for- 
fakes his Quarters: if it be prefented to him to get into it 
again, he goes in backwards: when there are many of them 
met together with an intention at the fame timeto quit their 
former lodgings, and totake up new ones, which they are all 
much inclin’d to do, they enter into a great conteftation, there 
happens a ferious engagement which is manag’d with the faid 
clafping inftrument, tillat length the weaker is forc’d to fub- 
mit to the victorious, who prefently poffefies himfelf of the 
fhell , which he afterwards peaceably enjoys as a precious 
conqueft. 

Some of the Inhabitants eat of them, as the common Snails 
are eaten in fome parts among us: but they are more fit for 
Phyfick then Food; for being got out of their fhells there el 
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be extracted from them an oyl, which tsexcellent forthe cu- 
ring of cold Gouts, and is very fuccefsfully ufed to mollifie the 
hard and callous parts of the body. 
There are befides, two other forts of {mall Snails which 
are very beautiful: One is flat, after the fafhion of a Scotch- 
mans Bonnet, and of a dark colour: The other is fharp, and 
turned like the Vice of a Prefs, and hath {mall, red, yellow, 
or blew {treaks or Jines, for which they are much efteemed by 
the curious. : 


GLO-WORMES. 


“Here are in thefe Iflands feveral kinds of great Flies of 
divers figuresand colours : but we muft aflign the frit. 
place to thofe which the Fresch call Mouches Lumincufes, and 
we may Englifh Glo-wormes - Some Savages call them Czcayos, 
and the Carzbbians by a name not much differing from it, Coyou- 
jou. This Fly isnotrecommendable for its beauty, or figure, 
as having nothing extraordinary as to either, but only fer its 
luminous quality : they are of a dark colour, and about the 
bignefs of a Locuft: it hath two hard and ftrong wings, under 
which are two lefler wings very thin, which appear not but 
when it flies; and it is then alfo it may be obfervd that un- 
der thofe leffer wings there isa brightnefs, like that of a Can- 
dle, which enlightens all about it : befides, the eyes of this In- 
fect are fo luminous, thar be it ever fo dark, it flies any wherein 
the night , which is the time that this glittering light may 
be feen. 
- Itmakes no noife flying, and lives only on flowers which it 
gathersoft the Trees. Being taken between ones fingers, itis 
fo {mooth and flippery, that by the little endeavours it makes 
to recover its liberty, it infenfibly gets away: Being kept in 
captivity it conceals all the tight it hath under the wings, and 
communicates only that of its eyes, but even that very weak- 
ly in comparifon of the brightnefs it fheds being at liberty: it 
hath no fting, nor any claw for its defence: The Indians are 
gledto have of them intheir houfes, for they ferve them in- 
{tead of Lamps: but indeed of their own accord, inthe night 
time , they come into thofe rooms which are not kept too 
clofe. 

There are in thefe Iflands certain fhining Worms, which alfo 
flic. All parts of Italy, and all the other parts of the Levant, are 
alfo full of them. ; 

But how famous foever thefe little Stars of the Eaft may be, 
yet arethey but {mall fparkles in comparifon of the great fire 
which thele flying Torches of America. caft forth : For they 
donot only guide the Traveller by fhewing him his way in the 


night, but with the afliftance of this light a man may eafily 
write, 


write, and read the’finalleft Print that may be. A Spaxifb Hi- 

ftorian relates, that the Indians of Hifpaniola, having thefe 
Flies faften'd totheir hands and feet, they ferv'’d them inftead 
of Torches to go a hunting in the night time: it is affirmed al. 
fo by others, that fome other Indians extra that luminous 
liquor which thefe Flies: have ini their eyes and‘under their 
wings, and that they rubtheir faces:and breafts therewith in 
their nocturnal: meetings which makes them. .appear in the 
dark to the beholders, as if they:'were. covered:with flames, 
and like dreadful apparitions. How EAMG 

Thefe Flies are eafily taken in the night times and that is 
done by turning a lighted ftickintheair: For as’foon as thofe 
which at the clofe of the evening are ready to come out of 
the woods perceive that fire, imagining it to: be oneof their 
companions, they immediately flye tothe place where that 
light appearstothem, and fo they may be either ftruck down 
withaHat, or flying of themfelves ‘againft the lighted ftick, 
they fall to the ground, not knowing where they are. 

Nor will it be amifs to infert in this place what a learned 
-and curious French Gentleman, one Monf: dz Montel , from 
- whofe generous liberality came feveral other remarks which 

enrich this Hiftory, lately writ to a friend of his concerning 
thefe Flies. - 7 } 


t “ Being inthe and of Hifpaxiela, (faith he) lhave oftenat — 


“the beginning of the night walk’d about the little Huts we 
“had fet up for our abode there while our Ship was repairing, 
«to confider how that the Air was in fome places enlightned by 
'  thofe little wandring Stars: But the moft pleafant fight of all 
** was, when they came neer thofe great Trees which beara 
** kindof Figs, and were not far from our Huts ; for fometimes 
“‘ they flew about them, fometimes they would be within the 
_ “ thick boughs, which for a time obfcurd and eclips'd thofe lit- 
“tle Luminaries; yet fo as that their bearns might ever and 
“anon be feen to break through, though weakly, the inter- 
_“ pofed leaves: thofe pretty interruptions of light came to us 
**fometimes obliquely, fometimes in a ftraight line, and per- 
** pendicularly : Afterwards thofe glittering Flies extricating 
“ themfelves out of the obf{curity of thofe Trees, and coming 
“neerer us, we had our pleafure heightned by feeing them on 
“‘the adjacent Orange-trees, which they feem’d to feta fire, 
“gilding thofe beautiful fruits, enamelling: their flowers, and 
“giving fuch a luftre to their leaves, that their naturally de- 
“lightful verdure was extreamly encreas’d by the pleafant 
“* combination of fo many little lights. I wifh’d my {elf at 
“that time the Art of Painting or Drawing, that I might re- 
“* prefenta night enlightned, and asit were turn’d into day by 


“‘{o many fires, and {fo pleafant and: luminous a piece of Land-— 


“ fkip. Think itnot much that Iam fo long about the ftory of 
M _ wa 


$2 


“a Fly, fince Dz Barta fometime gave it a place among the 
*¢ Birds, and in the fifth Day of his firft Week {peaks very nobly 
“¢ of it in thefe terms : ie ing 


New-Spain’s Cucuyo 7x his forehead brings 
Two burning Lamps, two underneath his wings 5 
_ Whofe fhining rays ferve oft in darkeft night,’ 
Th’ Embroiderer’s hand in royal works to light : 
Th’ ingenious Turner with a wakeful eye 
To polifh fair his pureft Ivory = > ab, 
Th Ufurer to count his gli ring Treafures: 
The learned Scribe to linene his golden meafures, 


*¢ Tf five or fix of thefe Flies were put into a veffelof fine Cry- 
* ftal, no doubt, the light of them would be anfwerable tothe 
** Poets defcription, and bea living and incomparable Tortch. 
*¢ But it is to be noted, that thefe Flies fhine not at all when 
me oo they aredead, theirlight being extinguifh’d with their 
** lives. 


PHALANGES. 


Ocome to the other kinds of great Flies to be feen in 
thefe Iflands, and which fome call Phalanges, befidesthe 
Cucuyos there. are {ome that be much bigger, and of a firange 
figure: There are.fome have two {nouts like that of an Ele- 
phant, one turning upwards, the other downwards: Some 
others have three horns, one rifing out of the back, and the” 
other two out of the head: The reft of their body, as alfo — 
their horns, is black, and thines like Jet. There arefome have 
one great horn about four inches in length, much after the fa- 
fhion of a Wood-cocks bill, very {mooth on the upper fide, 
and covered with a certain downinefs on the lower, which 
horn rifing out of their back reaches in a direc lineto the 
head, on which there is another horn, like that of the horned — 
Beetle, which is as black as Ebony, and tranfparent as glaf3: 
The whole body is of the colour of a wither'd leaf, fmooth, 
and flourifhed like Damafk : their head and mouth are like 
thofe of an Ape; they have two large, yellow, and firm eyes, 
a wide mouthand teeth like alittle Saw. Hear what account 
our curious Traveller gives of it. _ } o 
“* [have feen, faith he, one kind of theft great Flies, which 
** [thought extreamly beautiful : It was about three inches in 
“length : the head of it was azure, not unlike that of a Grafs- 
“hopper, fave that the two eyes were as green as an Emerald, 
** and encompa(s'd by a {mall white ftreak : the upper fide of 
“the wings was of a bright violet colour, damafkid with fe- 
“veral compartiments of carnation, heightned by a {mall na- 
*cural 
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$ tural thread of filver - the compartiments were difpos’d with 


¢ fuch an exact obfervance of Symmetry, that’aman would 
“ think thatthe Compafsand the Pencil had in the doing of it 
!employ’d all the rules. of Perfpective , and theShadows of 
¢¢ Paintings: Theneather part of the body was of the fame co- 
“Jour withthe head, fave that there were fix black feet neatly 


“¢ bending towards the belly : When the wings,which were hard - 


‘$ and folid, were fpread abroad, there might be feen two other 
 lefler wings which were thinner then any filk, and asred as 
“Scarlet. “This kindof Fly [fawin the Ifland of 8. Croix, in 
“the cuftody of am Engh{h Gentleman, and I immediately 
“writ downthis defcription of it. Ithoughe at firft ic had 
‘been artificial, becaufe of that lively Carnation colour, and 
“the ftring of filver 5 but having taken it into my hands, [ 
** acknowlédg’d thae Nature muft certainly have been in an 
‘* excellent’ good humor, and hada. mind to divert her felf, 
£° when the beftow’d fuch fumptuous robes on that little Queen 
** among the Infects. areas 


PALMER-WORM. 


*- 9 Here isa Worm, or Vermine in Englifh called a Palmer, 

a} in French Millepied, (thoufand footed) from the almoft 
infinite multitude of its feet, whichare as briftles uader his bo- 
dy, and help him tocreep along: the ground with incredible 
{wiftnefs, efpecially when he finds himfelf purfu’d : This kind 
of Infectinthe Caribbies is about fix inches long: The upper 
part of his body iscover’dall over with fwarthy fcales, which 
are hard and joynted one within another, like the Tiles of a 
Houfe: but what's dangerous inthis creature, is, that he hath 
a kind of claws both in his head and ‘tail', wherewith he 
twitches {fo home, and fo poyfons the place wounded, that for 


_ the {pace of four and twenty hours, and fometimes longer, the- 


party hurt feels a very fharp pain. 


ON Get A) Bid iy hao 


W'Here are ina feveral of the Iflands certain great Spiders, 
| which fome have ranked among the Phalanges, by reafon 
of their monftrous figure and bignefs; which is fo great, that 
when their legs are {pread abroad they take up a larger place 
then the Palm of a mans hand: their whole body confilts of 
two parts, whereof one is flat, and the other of a round figure, 
{maller at one end, like a Pigeons egge: They have all of 
themahole ontheir back, which is, as it were, their Navel: 
their mouth cannot eafily be difcern’d,becaufe it is ina manner 
cover d over with hair, which commonly is of a lighy grey, bet 
fometimes intermixt with red: itisarmed withtwo fharp uafhes 
x M 2 which 
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which are of afolid matter, andof a black colour, fofmooth | 
and fhining, that fome curious perfons have themfet in gold for 
Tooth-picks , and are highly efteemed by thofe who*know | 
they are endued with avertue to preferve from pain and all 
corruption thofe parts that have been rubbed therewith. 
When thefe Spiders are grown old. they are covered all over 
with afwarthy Down, which is as foft andas clofe as Velvet - 
their body isfupported by ten feet, which area little hairy on 


the fides, and have below certain fmall points like briftles, 


which help them to faften more eafily on thofe places up which 
they wouldclimb: All thefe feet iffue out of the fore-part of 
the Infect, having each of them four joynts, and at the ends 
they are armed witha black and hard horn, which is divided 
intotwo parts likea fork. Mie : 

They every year thift off their old fkin as the Serpents do, 
as alfo the two tufhes which ferve them for teeth, and are their 
defenfive arms; thofe who meet with thefe precious exnvie 
may therein obferve the perfect figure of their body, fuch as it 
is reprefented among the Sculps of this Chapter. 

Their eyes are very little, and lyefo deep in their heads that 
they feem to be only two {mall points: they feed on Flies and 
fuch vermine,and it hath been obferv'd,that in fome places their 
Webs are fo ftrong, that the little Birds caught in them have 
had much ado to get away = the fame thing is affirmed of the 
Spiders which are found in the Berzsadez, Mlands inhabited 
by the Englith: It is probable they are of the fame kind. 


FLYING-TYGER. 


oh fasts is another Infect called by fome the Flying-Tyger, 
&  becaufe its body is chequer’d with fpots of feveral co- 
Jours, asthe Tyger is: It is about the bignefs of the horned 
Beetle: The head is fharp, and hath two great eyes as green 
and fparkling asan Emerald : hismouth is arm‘d with two hard’ 
hooks extreamly fharp, with which he holds faft his prey, 
while he gets out the fubftance of it: The whole body is co- 
ver'd with a hard and {warthy cruftinefs, which ferves him for 
armor: Under his wings, which ate alfo of a folid matter, 
there are four lefler wings which ar¢ as thin as any filk : It hath 
fix legs, each whereof hath three joynts, and they are briftled 
with certain littie prickles: In the day time he is continually 
catching other Infeéts; and in the night hefits onthe Trees, 
whence he makes a noife like that of the Cigales. ' 


BEES, and fome other Infetts. 


4 ie Bees which are inthe Iflands, differ not much from 


thofe of the Southern part of America, but both kinds ~ 
, are 
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‘are Jefs then thofe of Ewrope: Some are grey, others of a dark 
colour, or blewifh + thefe laftmake moft wax , and afford the 
beft hony-: they all have their abode in the clefts of rocks, 
and hollow Trees: their wax isfoft, and fo black that no Ar- 
tifice can whiten ity but in requital their hony is much, whi- - 
ter, {weeter, and clearer then any we have in thefe Countries: 
They may be handled without any danger, for they have ina 
manner no {tings. 

‘Thereare alfo in thefe [lands horwed Beetles or Bull-flies, 
and an infinite number of Graf-hoppers, and: Butter-flies, the 
fight whereof very much delights the eye. There are withall 
both on the ground, and in the air, feveral very troublefome 
and dangerous Infects, which extreamly annoy the Inhabi- 
tants: But of thefe, and fome other inconveniences, we fhall 
give an account inthe two laft Chapters of this firft Book. 


CHAP. XV. 


of the more confiderable kinds of Birds which may 
be fee in the Caribbies. 


LL the works of God fpeak the magnificence of the 
{-& Worker, the difpofal of them declares his wifdom, the 
Earth is full of his productions - but we muft acknow- 
Jedg that of all the Creatures, not endued with any thing ° 
above a fenfitivelife, the Birds do more loudly then any pub- 
lith his goodnefs and Providence, and by the {weet harmony of 
their finging, the activity of their flight, and by thelively co- 
~ loursand beauty of their feathers excite us to praife, and glo- 
tifie that Sovereign Majefty which hath fo advantageoully 
adorn’d and embellifh'd them with fo many rare perfections. 
Haying therefore in the precedent Chapters treated of the 
Trees, Plants , Herbs , Four-footed Beafts , Reptiles and Infedts 
- which the Caribby Mlands do plentifully produce to furnith 
the Earth, we fhallin this Chapter defcribe the rare Birds 
which inhabit the Air of thefe pleafant Countries, and enrich 
the perpetual Verdure of fo many precious Trees wherewith 
they are crowned. 


| » MP REGATES. 


AS foon as any Ships come neer thefe Iflands, feveral Birds 
which frequent the Sea come to them, as if they had 
been fent to enquire whence they came: When the Sea-men 
perceive thefe Vifitantsthey are fatish’d that it will not be long 

ere 
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ere they fall fee Land: Yet arethey not to flatter themfelves 
with that hope till they fee them-coming in great Companies 5 
for there is one kind of them which many times flye above 
two hundred leagues from Land. ag eto 

‘Whe French have beftow’d on them the name of: Fregates, 
Frigots, becaufe of the continuance and lightne(s of their flight. 
Their body is about the bignefs of a wild Drake's ; but. their | 
wings are very much larger, and they make their way through 
the air with fuch {wiftnefs, that ina very fhort time they will 
be out of fight: There are feveral kinds as to their feathers; 
for fome are all black, othersall grey, fave only thebelly and | 
wings, in which there are fome white feathers :, They are ex- 
cellent good at fifhing; and when they perceive a fifh lying 
even with the water, they failnot, yet as it were only {porting 
themfelvés, to feife it, and immediately devouriti¢: They haye 
a ftrange dexterity in taking the flyzw¢, Fifbes; for as foon as 
they perceive that that delicate prey makes the water to rife 
and bubble a little, and is juft upon the taking of its flight, to 
avoid the cruel purfuits of its Sea-enemies, they place them- - 
felves fo directly onthat fide on which they fhould make their 
fally, that as foon asthey are out of the water they receive 
them into their Beaks, or Claws: So thefe innocent and unfor- 
tunate fifhes,to avoid the teeth of one enemy, many times fall 
into the claws of another who gives them no better quarter. 

The Rocks which are in the Sea, and the little un-inhabited 

Iflands are the places where thefe Birds make their abode and 
their nefts: The meat of themisnot much efteem’ds but their 
fat is carefully kept, ithaving been found by experience that it 
helpeth the Palfey, and all forts of cold Gouts. 


'PAUVES. 


—WHe Birds which the French call Fanves, that is, Fab 

low, by reafon' of the colour of their back, are white 
under the belly : they are about the bignefs of the Powe 
d'eau, but forthe moft‘part fo lean that they are valued only 
for their feathers: their feet are like thofe of Wild-Ducks, and 
their beaks fharp as thofe of Wood-cocks: they live on {mall 
fifhes, asthe Frigots do; but they arethe moft ftupid of any 
Sea or Land-Fowl inthe Iflands; for, whether it be that they 
are foon weary of flying, ortake the Ships for moving rocks, 
as foonas they perceive any one, efpecially if it be neer night, 
they immediately light in them, and fuffer themfelves to be 
taken without any trouble. | | 


HERONS, 
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HERONS, and feveral other Sea and 
River-Fowl. 


Here are {een neer thefe I{lands, and fometimes at a great 

diftance, from them in the Sea, certain Birds perfectly 

white, whole beaks and feet are.as red as Coral; they are fome- 

what bigger then Crows: they are conceiv’d.to be a kind of 

‘Herons, becaufe their tails confift of two long and precious 

feathers, by which they are diftinguifh’d from all other Birds 
frequenting the Sea. : units T, 

Among the Birds frequenting Rivers and Ponds there are 
found in thefe Countries Plovers, Duckers , Aoore-hens, ox 
Coots, Wild-Ducks, and Wild-Geefe; as alfo a kind of Ducks, 
_ which having the whele body as white as fnow, have their 
beaks and feet as black asmay bes and a kind of Herows of an 
admirable whitenefs, about the bignefs of a Pigeon, but beaked 
like a Wood-cock : they live on fifh , and delight in fandy 
places, and onrocks: They are much fought after for that pre- 
cious Plume of fine Feathers, foft as any filk, which is had 
from them: but inafmuch as all thefe are common in othe 
places, we may forbear the defcriptions thereof. | 


CRAW-F OWL. 


"J" ‘Here is in all thefe Iflands a large Bird which lives only 
_#_ onfifh: itis about the bignefs of a great Duck, andthe 
feathers are of an Afh-colour, and hideous tothe eye : it hath 
alongand flat beak, a great head, finall eyes deep fet in his 
head, and aneck ort enough, under which hangs a kind of 
craw or bag fobigthat it may containa great pale of water: 
From which defcription we may call him the Craw-Fowl, asthe 
_ French have properly termed him, Grand-gofter > Thele Birds 
are commonly found upon ‘Trees onthe Sea-fide, where they 
_ Tye in ambufh to difcover their prey; for as foon as they per- 
ceive a fifh, asit were between wind and water, foas that they 
have them at advantages, they fall upon it, and feife it: they 
will {wallow down great fifhes whole- they are alfo foatten- 
tive on their fifhing, that having their eye continually fixt on 
the Sea whence they expect their prey, they are eafily fhot, 
and become it themfelyes to others: they are a {tupid and me- 
lancholy kind of Bird, fuitably to their employment : they 
are fo excellently well fighted, that they difcover fifh ata great 
diftance in the Sea, and above a fathom under water 5 but they 
{tay till they become up almoft even with it before they offer 
atthem : their flefh isnot to be eaten. 


COOT. 


es 


8 
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Coot. 


Helflands called the Vzrgzvs are of the Caribbies the beft 
furnifhed with:abundance of Sea and Land-Fowl: for 
befides the forementioned , whereof they have good ftore,, 


there is a kind of Coot, or Moor-hen, admirable for the beauty 


of its feathers: they: are no bigger then Pigeons, but havea 
much longer beak of a yellow colour, are higher fet, and their - 
legs and feet are of a bright red. the feathers of the back, 
wings and tail are of a fhining carnation intermixt with green 
and black, which ferves fora foil to fet off the beauty-of the 
other colours: Under the wings and on the belly their fea- 
thers are of a golden yellow: their neck and breafts are ador- 
ned with a delightful mixture of all the colours they have 
about their bodies; and their head, which is very fmall, and 
befet with two little {parkling eyes, is crowned with a tuft of 
feveral little feathers of feveral pleafant colours. tee 


FLAMMANS. 


pS Ponds and fenny places which are not much frequen-- 
ted are the retreats of feveral great and beautiful Birds 
about the bignefs of wild Geefe, and of the fame figure with 
thofe which the Dutch call Lepelaer, from the form of their 
beak, which hath the refemblance of a fpooz: They have long 
necks, and their legs are of fuch»length, that their bodies are ~ 
about three foot from the ground: But they differ as to co- 
Jour , inafmuch as when they: are young their feathers are 
white, as they grow it becomesof a murrey colour, and when 
they are old of a bright carnation; from which colour the 
French took occafion to call them Flammans: ‘There are of 
thefe Birds feen neer Montpelier in France, which have thelow- 
er part of their body and under their wings of a carnation co- 


dour, the upper part black: there are in like manner in thefe 


Iflands fome that have amixture of black and white feathersin 
their wings. trae Roy 
They are feldom feen but in great companies, and their ~ 
hearing and fmelling is fo perfect, that they {mell the Hunts- 
men and .Fire-arms at a great diftance: To avoid all furprifes 
they pitch in open places, and in the midft of Fens, whence 
they may ata great diftance perceive their enemies; and there 
isalways one of the party upon the guard while the reft are 
fearching in the waters for their livelihood; and as foonas he 
hears the leaft noife, or perceives a man, he takes his flight, and 
gives acry for a fignal to the reft to follow him: when the 
Hunts-men who frequent Hi/pamiola would kill fome of thefe 
Birds, which are there very common, they take the wind of 
‘them, 


Car. XV. The Caribby-lflands. 


39 


them, that the {mell of the powder may not eafily be carry*d 
to them, then they cover themfelves with an Ox-hide, and 
creep on their hands and feet till they come to a place whence 
they may be fure to kill. By this fleight thefe Birds, who 
are accuftomed to fee the wild Oxen that come out of the 
Mountains to the watering-places below, become the prey of 
the Huntf-men. They are commonly fat, and a delicate 
meat: Their fkins are kept, which are cover’d with a fof 
down, to be put to the fame ufes as thofe of Swans and 
Vultures. 


igs 2 SWALLOW of Ametica. 


' (Ome years fince there was brought to a curious Perfon 
S living at Rochel a Bird about the bignefs of a Swaliow,and 
like it, faving that the two great feathers of the tail were a 
little fhorter, and the beak turn’d downwards like a Parrot’s, 
and the feet like a Duck’s: It was black, fave only that un- 
der the belly there was a little white like our Swallows 3 in 
fine it was {o like them, that it may well be called the Sswal- 
low of America. We have aflign’dit a place among the Sea 
and River-fow], inafmuchas its feet difcover its fubfiftence by 
the waters. And in regard it is fo rare a Bird that no Author 
that we know of hath fpoken of it, we thought fit to give a 
ae of it, the draught whereof was taken from the living 
ird. 


LAND-FOWL. 


Efides all thefe Birds, which have their fubfiftence out of 

the Sea, Rivers and Ponds, there are in thefe Iflands a- 
bundance of Partridges, Turtles, Ravens, and Wood-quifts, 
which make a ftrange noife in the Woods: There are alfo 
three forts of Hens; fome, ordinary Hens, fuch as are in thefe 
“parts; others.like Turkies; others,a kind of Pheafants,which 
are called Pivtadoes, becaufe they are as it were painted with 
colours, and have about them fall points like fo many eyes 
on a dark ground-work. 

There are alfo Black-birds, Feldivars, Thrufhes, and Horto- 
Jams, ina manner like thofe of the fame name among us. 

As to the other Birds which are peculiar to the Forefts of 
the Caribbies, there are fo many kinds, and thofe fo richly a- 
dorned, that it muft be acknowledg’d, that if they are not 
comparable to thole of Ezrope, as to their finging, they very 
much excell them in the bravery of their feathers 5 as will ap- 
pear by the defcriptions we fhall make of fome of the more 


confiderable. | 
N AV. 
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ARRAS. 


He Arras are a kind of Birds extremely beautiful, about 

the bignefs of a Pheafant, but as to the figure of the bo- 
dy they are like Parrots: They have all heads big enough, 
{prightly and ftedfaft eyes, crooked beaks, and a long tail cen- 
fitting of very fine feathers of feveral colours, according to 
the difference of the Iflands where they are bred. There are 
{ome have their heads, the upper part of the neck, and the 
back, of a bright fky-colour, the belly, the lower part of the 
neck, and the wingsof a pale yellow, andthe tailallred: O- 
thers have almoft all the body of a flame-colour, fave that 
they have in their wings fome feathers which are yellow,azure, 
and red. There are yet others have all their parts diverfify’d 
with a mixture of red, white, blew, green and black, that is, 
five lively colours, making a delightful enamell: They com- 
monly flye in companies : A man would think them very da- 
ring and confident 5 for they are not ftartled at the difcharg- 
ing of guns, and if the firft fhot hath not hurt them, they will 
continue in the fame place for a fecond: but this confidence is 
attributed rather to a natural ftupidity thencourage. They 
are eafily tam'd, and may be taught to fpeak, but their tongues 
are too thick to do it fo plainly as the other kinds of Parrots, 
to wit the Cazides, and ordinary fort of Parrots, call’d by the 
French Perrigues. They are fuch enemies to cold, that they 
are hardly brought over Sea alive. 


CANIDES. 


He Canides are much about the fame bignefs with the 

precedent, but of a much more beautiful plumage, and 
therefore the more efteem’d. Monfieur d# Aontell, who hath 
made many Voyages into America, and vifited all the Iflands, 
and faw one of them in that ef Coraffao, gives us this account 
of it. . “It deferves to be numbred, faith be, among the moft 
“ beautiful Birds in the world. I took fo particular notice of 
“it, having had of them in my bands many times, that I have 
“ the Idzas of it {till frefhin my memory. Under the belly, 
““ wings, and neck, it was of a waving Aurora-colour, the back 
**and one half of the wings of a very bright fky-colour, the 
“tail and greater feathers of the wings were mixt with a 


** fparkling carnation, diverfify’d with a fky-colour, as upon ~ 
‘* the back a grafs-green and a fhining black, which very much - 


‘* added to the gold and azure of the other plumage: But the 
** moft beautiful part was the head, cover'd with a murrey 
“© down, checquer’d with green, yellow,and a pale blew, which 
*“‘reach’d down wavingly to the back: The eye-lids pid 

white, 
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“ white, and the apple of the eye yellow and red asa Ruby fet 
“in Gold: it had upon the head a certain tuft or cap of fea- 
“ thers of a Vermilionred, {parking like a lighted coal, which 
“was encompa({s‘d by feveral other lefler feathers of a pearl 
“* colour. 

“< If it were recommendable for all thefe extraordinary or- 
*naments, it was much more for its familiarity and innocency 5 
¢for though it had a crooked beak, and that the claws with 
“which he held his meat and brought it to his beak were fo 
“fharp as totake away whatever it faitenelttg, yet was it fo 
** tame as to play with little Children*’and never hurt them ; 
“and when oné took him into his hand, he fo contracted his 
** claws, that the fharpnefs of them could not befelt> He had 
“this quality ofa dog, that he would lick with his fhort and 
“thick tongue thofe who made much of him and gave him 
“ fomething ‘he'liked,’ put his head totheir cheeks to kifs and 
“¢ carefsthem, ‘and exprefling ‘his acknowledgments by a thou- 
“fand pretty infinuations, he would fuffer himfelf to be put 
** into what pofture one would, and took a certain pleafure in 
** diverting thofe he thought his friends: But as he was mild 


“¢ and tractable to thofe who were kind to him, fo was heas mif- © 


**chievous and irreconcileableto fuchas had injur’d him, and 
“che could diftinguifh them from others, and make them feel the 
“Sfharpnefs of his beak and claws. © ert, te 

“8 He {poke the Dutch, Spanifh and Indian Language, and in 
“the laft he! fang Airs' asa natural Indian: He alfo imitated 
“the cries of ‘all forts of ‘Poultry. and other creatures about the 
“Shoufe+ hecall'd all his friends by their names and firnames, 
*¢ flew to them as foon as he faw them, efpecially when he was 
“hungry: If they had beet abfent, and that he had not feen 
“* them’a long time, he exprefs'd his joy at their return by cer- 
‘tain merry notes: when he had fported himfelf till they 
“* were weary of him, he went away, and perch’d himfelf on 
“the top of the houfe, and there he talk’d, fung, and play’d a 
_“thoufand tricks, laying his feathers in order, and drefling 
“and cleaniig‘himfelf with his beak : He was eafily kept; for 
“Sot only the bréad commonly ufed in that Ifland, but all the 
“tfiaits and roots growing ‘there, were his ordinary food; and 
** when he had more given him then he’ needed; he carefully 
“ laid up the remainder under the leaves wherewith the houfe 
*° was covered, and'took it when he had need. In aword, I 
** never faw amore loving or more amiable Bird : “Twas a Pre- 
**fent for any Prince if he could have been brought over the 
*6Sea. This Bird had been brought from the Caribby Ilands. 
“to Monf. Rodenborck then Governour of the Fort and Dutch 
*“Colony, whichis in the Ifland of Corajfao. | 
N22 Nee AE 
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PARROT Ss 


N all thefe Iflands almoft there are Parrots, which the Indi- 

ans in their Language call Koulebuec, and they are feen in 
companies like Starelings : The Hunts-men rank them among 
the Wild-fowl, and think not their pains and powder ill fpent 
to kill them; for they are as good and as fat as any Pullet, 
efpecially when they are young, and have corn and fruits to 
feed upon: their bignefs and plumage differs according to the 
difference of the Iflands, infomuch that the ancient Inhabi- 
tants know by their bulk and feathers what places they were 
bred in. 

There is an admirable kind of them in one of the Iflands 
called the Vargizs : they are no bigger then that Bird which 
the Latines call Upupa, the Englifh a Whoope, and almoft of the 
fame figure: But their feathers are of fucha ftrnnge diverfity — 
of colours, as extreamly pleafes the cye: they areapt to fpealk 
very diftinétly, and imitate whatever they hear. 


PAR AQUVITOES. 
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meat made ready for them, ‘they cannot pitch on thofe Trees 
_ which bear food ficforthem, ; 5 ..j,) 3 
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He Iflands of Tabago and Barboudos, being the more Sou-" 
“AL therly of all the Caribbies , are furnifhed; with feverat: 
forts of beautiful Birds not to be found in the more, Northerly, 2° 
Among the reft there is oneno bigger then a Sparrow is very 
remarkable for the beauty of its plumage; for his head, neck 
and back are of fo bright and fparkling a red, that when aman 
‘ hath 
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baat him faftin his hand, and fhews only his neck or back, he 


might be taken even ata {mall diftance for alighted coal: Un- 
der the wings and belly he is of Sky-colour, and the feathers 
of the wings and tail are of a dark red, chequer'd with little’ 
white points difpos’d at an equal diftance one from anothery. 
which have the figure of the apple of his eye: he hath alfothe: 
_ beak and note of the Sparrow, and therefore we thought fit to 
cal] him the Sparrow of America. 


EAGLE of Orinoca. 


Here croffes over from the Continent a kind of large: 


_ Bird;.which may be ranked among the chiefeft of the _ 


Birds of Prey that are inthe Caribbies : The firft Inhabitants of 
Tabago cali’d him the Eagle of Orinoca, becaufe he is about the: 
bignefs, and differsnot much in figure from the Eagle, and that: 
this Bird,who is but a Paffenger in that Ifland,is commonly feén* 
neer the great River of Orivoca, in the Southerly part of Ame-' 


rica: All his feathers are of a light grey marked with black: _ 


fpots, fave that the extremities of his wings and tail are yel-: 
- low: hehath a quick and piercing fight :. his wings are very’ 
long, his flight fteady and {wift, confideting the.weight of his! 
body : he feeds on other Birds, on which he furioutly faftens’ 
his tallons, and having mafter’d them he tears them in pieces, 
anddevoursthem :' yet.doth he thew fo much genetofiry that’ 
he never fets upon the weaker fort, and fuchas are not able toi 
defend themfelves;, but he engages only againft the Arras, the: 
Parrots, and all thofe which as himfelf_ arearmed with crooked’ 
beaks, and fharp tallons: Nay it hathbeen obferv'd, that he: 
falls net.on his game while’‘it:is on the ground, or lodg‘d ima’ 
Tree, but fiays tillit hath taken its flight, that he may engage: 
it in the open air with equal advantage... i 


MAN'S F ENT. 


faye Mansfeny isalfo a kind of {mall Eagle, which, as thé 
&¢ other, lives by prey, but hath not the courage of the fore- 
mentioncd;tor his hoftility is only againft Wood-Quilts, Doves, 
Ghickens, and other lefler Birds; which are not able to op- 
Pees} 5) 2a mpm oda vi fsguel eta) doidwitia 3h 
»There are moreover in thefe Iflands abundance’ of other Birds 

of different kinds, whereof moft have yet no namés among the 
foreign Inhabitants of thofe parts. MOISE oat ett 
COLIBRY. 

LY E will conclude this ftory of the Caribbian Fowl, with 


an account of the Colibry, or as it is otherwife com- 
monly 
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Female. ){)oi.. if itd tlic 4 Pais | 
If this Bird be miraculous as to hisbulk and plumage, he is 
no lefs asito.the activity: of his flight, which is fuch, that: pro- 
portionably the greate{t/Birds make not their way through the — 
air. with fo much force; ‘and makenot fo loud anoife as this lit- 
tle Colibry ‘does by the agitation of wings 5 for aman would 
think ita litele whirle-wind rais‘d: of :a f{udden‘in the air, -and 
blowing in! his ears: ‘And inregard he takes a pleafure to flye 
neer.thofe who pais by, she fometimes by his fudden furprifal 
frightens thofe who hear him before they feehim. = 3 
He lives only onthe Dew which he fucks from the Flowers 
of Trees with his tongue, which is much longer then his beak, 
and hollow asa{fmall reed, and about the bignefs of a {mall 
needle : Heis very feldém {een on the ground, ‘nor yet i 
ing on, the, Trees. but: fafpended inthe air , neer the Tree 
whence he hath his nowrifhments: He is born up by a gentle — 
agitationiof his wings;!andin the mean time he-draws'tohim 
the dew which ftays longeft at the bottom of the flowers half — 
blown :, “Tis pleafant 6 look '6n him in thawpofture :' For 
{preading abroad his Jictle-creft;, a man would ‘think he hadon 
his head acrownof Rubies, and all forts of precious ftoness 
and the Sun adding fomewhat to the natural luftre of his plu- 
mage makes him look as if he were a compofition of precious 
{tones animated, and flying inthe air: In thofe places where 
pie are moft \Cotton-treesis commonly the greateft {tore of 
Colzbris.: fa! tig Say i % 
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Though his plumage lofe much of its beauty when he is 
dead, yet is there fo much left,that fome Ladies have worn them 
for Pendants: Nay fome have imagined they became them bet- 
ter then any other. 
This miraculous Bird is not only extreamly delightful as co 
his colours, but there is one kind of it which having recreated 
the eye, fatisfes alfo the noftril by the {weetnefs of his {cent, 
which is like that of the fineft Mufk and Ambcr. 
He commonly makes his neft under a {mall branch of fonie 
Orange-tree, or Cotton-tree, and as it muft be proportiona- 
ble to the fmallnefs of his bulk, he fo covers it among the leaves, 
and fo induftrioufly fecures it againft the injuries of the wea- 
ther, that it isin a manner imperceptible: he is fuch an excel- 
~ lent Architect, that to prevent his being expos'd to the Eafterly 
and Northerly Winds, which are the ordinary winds in thofe 
parts, heplaces his neft towards the South : It confafts ‘on the 
out-fide of little ftrings taken from a Plant called Pzte, and 
wherewith the Indians make their cordage : Thefe little ftrings 
or filaments are as {mall as a mans hair, but much ftronger : 
He ties them and weaves them one into another {fo clofely 
about the little forked branch which he hath chofen for the 
perpetuation of his{pecies, that the neft being thus among the 
leaves, and hanging under the branch, is, as we faid before,both 
out of fight and out of danger: Having made it {trong and 
fortifi'd it on the out-fide with thefe filaments, and by fome lit- 
tle bits of bark and {mall herbs interlaced one within another 
by a miraculous artifice, he furnifhes ie within with the fineft 
Cotton, and the Down of certain little feathers fofter then any 
filk: The Female commonly lays but two egges which are 
oval, about the bignefs of a Pea or fmall Pearl. 

Towhat is abovefaid we fhall add the account given of it 
by our noble Traveller (du Moztel) in his familiar Relations to 
a friend of his: “There are, faith he, fometimes found the 
** nefts ofthe Colébris under the branches of thofe Plants of To- 
“bacco which are fuffered to grow as high as they can for feed. 
“* [remember a Negro of ours fhew’d me one of them, which 
** was very neatly fafhioned, under one of thofe branches : Nay 
“being in S. Chriffopbers, an Englifh-man fhew'd me one of them, 
“ which was faftened to one of the Reeds that fuftain’d the co- 
“vering ofa Hut. Tfaw alfo one of thefe nefts, together with 
“the egges, which was faftened to a branch that had been cut 
“ off to adorn the Clofet of a curious perfon, who had alfo the 
** Male and Female dried and preferv'd entire; and there it 
*° was that I attentively confidered both the Neft and Bird 5 and 
“ having admired the operations of Divine Providence in that 
**lictle creature, how could I lefs then be aftonifh’d at the mira- 
““ culous Architecture of the Neft, which though built with 
an unexpreffible artificel, was neverthelefs performed only 
“* with his little beak ? There 
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There are of thefe Birds feen in moft of the Carzbby Ilands, 
but according to the diverfity of the Iflands they alfo differ as 
to bignefs and plumage: The moft beautiful and leaft as to 
bulk are in the Ifland of Aruba, which depends on the Dutch 
Colony at Coraffao. | 

It might baply be here expected we fhould {peak of the fing- 
ing of this Bird, and that having entertain‘d the fight with its 
beauty, and the {melling with its cent, it fhould alfo fatisfie the 
ear with its harmonious mufick : Some affirm that there is a 
kind of them that fings at a certain feafon of the year: But itis 
probable that what is called the finging of the Colibry, is only 
a little noife like that of the Czgale, which is always the fame 
note. But though it fhould not fing at all, itis endued with fo 
many other extraordinary advantages of Nature, that it may 
be ranked among the moft beautiful, and moft excellent of 


‘Birds. : 


Thofe who have liv’d at Brafi! do unanimoufly affirm, that 
there is in thofe parts a little Bird called Gonxambuch, of a thi- 
ning white colour, whofe body ts no bigger then that of a Hor- 
net, and as toa clear and diftin& note is nothing inferiour to 


the Nightingale : It’s poffible it may bea kind of Colibry, as in- 


deed fome do make it; yet is it not comparable, either as to 
beauty of feathers or fcent, and other tran{cendent qualities, to 
that whofe defcription we have here made. Lox. 

Thofe have come neerer the mark who have affirmed that 
this mafter-piece of Nature is a kind of thofe little Birds, which 
fome Indians call Guaraciaba, or Guacariga, thatistolay, Sun- 
beam, and Guaracigaba, that is, Hair of the Sun: The Spazni- 
ards call it Tomineios, forafmuch as having put one of them 
with his neft into a pair of Scales wherewith gold is weigh’d, 
it commonly weighs not above two of thofe little weights, 
which the fame Spaniards call. Tominos, that is, four and twen- 
ty grains. sh Ais) 

Some have been of opinion that fome of thefe excellent Co- 
libris were at firft Flies, which were afterwards transform’d 
into Birds : Others have written that the Carzbbiaus called 
thefe Birds Rezati, or New-borz, becaufe they fleep one half 
of the year, asthe Dormice do, and that they awake in the - 
Spring, recovering as it were a newlife with that delightful 
feafon of the year: Nay there are fome affirm, that when the 
leaves fallthey thruft their little beaks into the trunks of the 
Trees, and there remainimmoveable, and as it were dead, for 
fix moneths, till the earth puts ona new livery of flowers: But 
thefe are frivolous {tories grounded on-conjectures, which may 
be touch’d by the way, but not admitted to any competion 
with the true account we give of our Colzbry. | 
~ We will conclude this Chapter with a thing worthy obfer- 
vation, which yet happens not in other parts, unlefshaply in 

Guin, 
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Guiny, as Linseot reporteth: tis the wonderful inftin&® which 
God hath beftow’d on all the fimaller forts of Birds in America, 
to preferve their {pecies 5 inafmuch as there being in the 
Woodsa kind of long Snakes green and fmall, which'crawling 
up the Trees might wriggling themfelves from branch to 
branch devour the egges of the Birds, which they are extream- 
ly greedy of : to prevent the coming of thefe to their nefts, all 
the leffer Birds, which are not fo well beaked as to make their 
party good againft thefe enemies, make their nefts at the fork- 
edendof certain fmall filaments, which like Ivy growing on 
the ground crawl up the Trees, and being come tothe top, 
and not able to get any higher, fall down again, and fometimes 
reach two or three fathom below the branches. At the very 
extremity of thefe ligaments or filaments, by the French called 
Lienes, the Birds faften their nefts: with fuch ftrength and in- 
duftry, that a man cannot fufficiently admire either the materi- 
alsor workmanthip of thofe little hanging edifices. The Par- 

"ots and other f{tronger Birds make their nefts in hollow Trees, 
oruponthe¢ boughs, asthofe inthefe partsdo3 for with the of- 
fenfive arms of their beaks and claws they are able to engage 
their profefsd enemies the Snakes. 


' 
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Of the Sea and River-F ifb of the Caribbices. 


TE hall not promife fo exact and full a Hiftory of the 
7 f- Fifhof thefe Mlands asfo ample a fubject might re- 
nl 


quire: but having already given an account of the 


‘accommedations of thefe happy Countries, astothe Land, the 
‘order of our Defign requires that we fhould now {peak of the 
‘productions of the Sea which encompafs them, and the Rivers 
thatrunthrough them. The bufinefs therefore of this Chap- 
‘ter fhall ‘be to‘give a fhort defcription of the moft excelient 
Fithes wherewiththey are plentifully furnifh’d, inorder to the 
- fubfiftance of men; that the confideration thereof may work 
‘in us the deepeft acknowledgments imaginable of that, Provi- 
“dence which hath difplay’d its miracles m the deep waters, as 
Well as onthe dry land; and confequently that it is juft that the 
‘Heavens and the Earth fhould praife him, the Sea and whatever 
‘moves therein. 


oO F LYING- 
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FLYING-FISHES. 


Here are fome who think what is faid of the Flying-Fifhes 
a pure fiction, though confirmed by the relations of ma- 
ny famous Travellers: But what opinion foever they ma y have 
thereof who believe only what they have feen, itis a certain 
truth, that as foon as Ships have paf{s’'dthe Cazaries, thence to 
the Iflands of America, there are often feen rifing out of the Sea 
great numbers of Fifhes which flye about the height of a Pike 
above the water, and neera hundred paces diftance, but no 
more, in regard their wings aredried by the Sun: They are 
fomewhat like Herrings, but have a rounder head, and they are 
broader on the back: their wings are like thofe of a Bat, which 
begin a little below the head, and reach almoft tothe tail: It 
happens many times that in their flight they ftrike againft the 
fails of Ships, and fall even in the day time upon the Deck ; 
Thofe who have drefs'd and eaten of them think them very- 
delicate: Their forfaking the Sea their proper Element, is oc- 
cafion’d upon their being purfu'd by other greater Fifhes which 
prey onthem; and toavoid meeting with sles they quit their 
proper Element, making a fally into the air, and changing their 
finnes into wings toefchew the danger; but they meet with 
enemies inthe air as well as in the water ; for there arecertain — 
Sea-fowls living only by prey, which have an open hoftility 
againftthem, and take them as they flye, as was faid in the pre- 
cedent Chapter. ere 


SEA-PARRKOTS. 


Here are alfo in thefe parts certain Fifhes fcaled like a 

& Carp, butasto colour are as greenas a Parrot, Whence 
they are by fome called Sea-Parrots: They have beautiful and 
fparkling eyes, the balls clear as Chry{tal, encompafs’dby.a cir- 
cle argent, which is enclos’d within another as green as an 
Emerald, of which colour are the fcales of their backs 5, for 
thofe under the belly are of a yellowith green: They have.no 
téeth, but jaws above and below of-a folid bone, which is very 
{trong, of the fame colour as their fcales, and divided into Jit- 


‘tle compartiments very beautiful to the eye : They live on 


Shell-Fith, and with thofe hard jaw-bones they crufh, as be- 
tween two mill-ftones, Oyfters, Mufcles, and other Shell-fith, 
to’ get outthe meat : They arean excellent kind of fifhto ear, 
and fo big, that fome of them have weigh’d above twenty 
pounds. / 


DORADO. 
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DORADO. 


He Dorado, by fome called the Sea-Bream, by others the 
Amber-Fifh, isalfacommon in thefe parts : itis called Do- 
?ado, becaufe inthe water the head of it feems to be of a green 
gilt, and the reft of the body as yellow as gold, and azur’d, as 
a clear fky; It takesa pleafure in following the fhips, but {wims 
fofwiftly that he muft be very dextrousthat fhall take it either 
with the iron-hook, or long {taff with the cafting-net at the 
end of. it, which are the inftruments wherewith Sea-men are 
wont totake great fifhes:. Nor cana man imagirea fith better 
furnifh’d for {wimming thenthiss forhe hath the fore-part of 
the head fharp, the back briftled with prickles reaching to the 
tail, which is forked, two. fins of each fide of the head, and 
as many under the belly, fmall {cales, and the whole body of a 
figure rather broad thenbig, all which give hima f{trange com- 
mand of the waters : fome of them are about five foot in 
length: Many account the meat of this fifh, though a little 
dry, as pleafant to the tafte as that of a Trout or Salmon, fo 
the drynefs of it be corrected with alittle good fauce : When 
the Portuguex fee thefe Dorados following their Ships, they {tand 
onthe Bow-fprit with a line in their hand, at the end whereof 
there is only a piece of white linen faften’d tothe hook without 
any other bait. 


BONITE. 


a is another Fifh which commonly follows the Ships, 
_ called a Boxite: Itis big, and hath much meat about it, 
and about two foot in length: The fkin of it feems tobe of a 
very dark green, and whitifh under the belly : It hath {cales 
only on both fides, and there only two ranks of very little ones 
along a yellowifth line, reaching from one fide to the other, be- 
ginning at the head to the tail, which is forked- It is taken 
with great hooks caft out on the fides of the Ship; which may 
be done without any hindrance to the Voyage: This Fifhisas 
greedy asthe Cod, and taken with any baits, even with the 
entrails of other fifh: He is more common in the main Sea, 
then on the Coafts, and very good meat eaten frefhs5 bue 
much more delicate having lain a little whilein-Pepper and 
Salt before it be drefs'd: Some conceive this to be the fame 
fith with another call’d by the French Thov, which is common 
onall the Coafts of the Adediterranean Sea. 


O 2 NEEDLE- 
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NEEDLE-FISH. 


: Here isa Fifh without fcales, four foot or thereabouts in 

A length, called the Needle-Fifh: The head of it is fharp, 
a foot or better in length, the eyes large and fhining, and en- 
compafs'd witha red circle: The fkin of his back is ftreaked 
wich blew and green lines, and that under the belly is white in- 
termixt wichred: It hath eight fins which fomwhat incline to 
yellow, anda very fharp tail, whence probably it came to be 
fo called, asthe figure of the head gave the Dutch occafion 
to name it Tabac-pype, that is, Tobacco-pipe, | 

The Coatts of thefe Iflands are furnifhed alfo with Carangues 
and Asu/lets, which come fometimes into the frefh waters, and 
are taken in the Rivers; as alfo Rock-Fifhes, which are red in- 
termixt with feveral other colours: They are called Rock- 
Fifhes, becaufe they are taken neer the Rocks. There arealfoa 
Kind of fifh called Negroes, or Sea-Devils, whichare large, and 
have ablack fcale, but their meat is white and excellent good 5 
and an infinite number of Fifh,; which for the moft part differ 
from thofe feen in E#rope, and have yet no names among us. 

Nor are the Rivers behind hand in fupplying the Inhabitants 
of thefe Iflands with abundance of excellent Fifh: and ifwemay 
bring {mall things into competition with great, they are pro- 
portionably to their extent as plentiful thereof asthe Sea it felf. 
*Tis true, there are not any Pikes or Carpes, nor fome other 
fifh which are common inthefe parts; but there is great {tore 
of others which are known only to the Indiaws, and whereof 
fome are not much different as to figure from ours. 


— 


CHAP. XVIT. 
Of ihe Sea-Monfters found in thefe Iflands. 


Hofe who have writ the Hiftory of Fifh have ranked: 
. among the Whales all fuch as are of extraordinary 
“~~ bignefs, as they have comprehended under the name of 
Montters all thofe that are of a hideous fhape, or living by prey 
are the deftructive Inhabitants of the Waters, as Lyons, Bears, 
Tygers, and other wild beafts are of the Earth: We fhall 
treat inthis Chapter of both, that is of all thofe which are of 
a prodigious bulk, or dreadful as to their ugly fhapes, or to be 
feared by reafon of the mifchief done by them: So that we 
muft for atime defcend into the abyfles of the Main, where 
there are creeping things innumerable, asthe royak Prophet ain 
? an 
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git both finall and great Beafts ;and after we have contemplated 
the works of the Lord therein, rife up again to celebrate his 
mercy towards the Children of Men. 


ESPADON, or SWORD-FISH. 


»Mong the Sea+Monfters that which the French call L’ Efpa- 
dow (a word fignifying a fhore {word) is one of the, moft 
remarkable: ic hath at the end of the upper jaw a defenfive 
weapon, about the breadth of a great Courtelas, which hath 
hard and fharp teeth on both fides : Thefe defenfives in fome 
of them are about five foot in length, and about fix inches 
broad at the lower end, and palizadoed with twenty feven 
white and folid teeth in each rank, and the bulk of their bo- 
dies bears a porportion thereto: The head of this montfter is 
flat and hideous to behold, being of the figure of a heart : 
They have neer their eyes two vents at which they caft out 
the water which they had f{wallowed : They have no {cales, but 
a greyifh fkin on the back, anda white under the belly, which 
is rough like a file: They have feven fins, two of each fide, 
two onthe back, andthat which ferves them for a tail : Some 
call them Saw-fifhes; fome Emperors, becaufe there is an ho- 
{tility between them and the Whale, which they many times 
wound to death. 


MARSOWVINS. 


ge Marfotins ave the Sea-Hogs, or Porpofes, which go to- 
gether in great companies, and fporting themfelves leap 
up above the water, and following all of them as many as are 
together the fame courfe: They many times of themfelves 
come neer enough to the fhips, and fuch as are dextrous do now 
and then take fome of them: Their meat is of adark colour; 
the fatteft have not above an inch or two of fat: They have 
a fharp fnout, a very broad tail, greyifh fkin, and a hole upon 
the top of their heads, through which they breathe and caft 
out water: They grunt almoft like the Land-Swine: Their 


blood is hot, and their entrails like thofe of a Pig, and they. 


are much of the fame tafte ; but their meat is of hard di- 
geftion. 

There is another kind of Porpofes which have the fnout 
round and hollow, and from the refemblance there is between 
their heads and the frocks of Friers, fome call them Agozks- 
heads, and Sea-Monks. 


REQUIEM, 
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REQUIEM. 


He Requiem, otherwife called the Shark-Fifh, isakind of 
Sea-Dog or Sea-Wolf, the moft devouring of all Fifhes, 
and the moft greedy of mans flefh ; He is much tobe feared by 
fuch as go afwimming- Helives altogether by prey, andcom- 
monly follows the fhips to feed onthe filth caft out of them in- 
tothe fea. Thefe Montfters feem to be of a yellowifh colour in 
the water, Some of them are of an unmeafurable length and 
bignefs, and fuch as are able to cut a man intwoat one bite: 
Their {kin is rough, and there are made of it foft-files to polifh 
wood: Their heads are flat, and the opening of their mouth is 
not juft before the fnout, but under it : Whence it comes; that 
to faften.on their prey they are forc’d to turn their bellies al- 
moft upwards: Their teeth are very fharp and very broad, 
being jagged all about like a Saw : Some of them have three 
or four ranks of thefe in each jaw-bone: Thefe teeth lye with- 
inthe gums, ‘but they make them fufficiently appear whenthere 
is Occafion. bk 
Thefe cruel Sea-Dogs are attended by two or three {mall 
fifhes, and fometimes more, which go before them with: fuch 
{wiftnefs, and fo regular a motion, that they either advance or 
hale more or lefs according as they perceive the Regusems. do: 
Some call them Rambos, and Pilgrims, and the French Mari- 
ners, the Reguiems Pilots, inafmuch as thofe fmall fithes feem to 
be their convoys : They are not much abovea foot in length, 
and of a proportionable bignefs: But their {cales.are beautified 
with fo many pretty and lively colours, thatit might be faid, 
they were encompats’d which chains of Pearl, Coral, Eme- 
raid, and other precious {tones - A man can hardly be weary of 
looking on them in the water. i) vs 
It isin like manner affirmed, that the Whale where-ever fhe 
goes hath marching before her alittle fith like a Sea-Gudgeon, 
which from that fervice is called her Guide :;The Whale fol- 
lows him, fuffering her felf to be led and turn’d as eafily as the 
Rudder caufes the Ship to turn abouts; and in requitalof this 
fer vice, whereas whatever elfe enters into the horrid Chaos cf 
this Monfters throat is immediately loft and devour’d, this lit- 
tle fifh makes it his retiring, and his refting place 5 and while 
he lyes therea fleep the Whale ftirs nor, butas foon as he gets 
out fhe prefently follows him: and if it happen the faid fith 


fhould bea little out of the way, fhe wanders up and down, . 


{triking many times againft the Rocks, asa Ship without a 
Rudder 5 which thing Plutarch affirms that him{elf was an eye- 
witnefs of in the Hland of Anticyra. There is fuch another 
friendfhip between the little Bird called the Wren and the Cro- 
codile; and that Shell-fith called the Naker lives in the fame 

man- 
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manner with the Pizzothere, and ‘other Shell-fifh not much un- 
like a Crab, asis affirmed by Asoxtagne, lib. 2. ca. 12. 


The meat of the Reguzew is not good, and therefore not 
eaten, unlefs it be in cafe of great neceflity : yet is it conceiv’d 


by fome, that while they are young they may be tolerable meat. 


Some curious perfons do carefully fave the Brains found in the 
heads of the old ones, and being dried they keep it, and they 
fay itis very good for fuch as are troubled with the Stone or 
Gravel. ; 

Some Nations callthis Monfter Tzburoz and Tuberox: But 
the Freach and Portuguez commonly call it Requiem, that is to 
fay, Reft, haply, becaufe he is wont to appear in fair weather, 
as the Tortoifes alfo do, or rather becaule he foon puts to reft 
whatever he cantake: His Liver being boiled yields a great 
quantity of oyl very good for Lamps, and the Skin of itis 
ufed by Joyners to polifh their work. 


REMORA. 


Efides the Pilots before mentioned, the Requiews are many 
times accompany’d by another kind of little fifhes called 
by the Dutch Sugger, becaufe they ftick fo clofe to the bellies 
of the Requiems as if they would fuck them. The French ac- 
count it a kind of Rewora , which name they have becaufe 
they {tick to the Ship as if they. would ftop their courfe: They 
are about. two foot in length, and proportionably big: They 
have no fcales, but are covered with an Afh-colour'd fkin, 
whichis as glutinous as thofe of Eeles. Their upper-jaw isa 
fittlefhorter chen the lower 5 inftead of teeth they havelittle 
rifings , {trong enough to break what they would {wallow : 
Their eyes are very {mall, of a yellow colour: They have 
fins and a certain plume as fome other Sea-fifhes have, but 
what’s moft remarkable in them, is, that they have on their 
heads an oval piece made fomewhat like a crown: it is flat 
and ftreaked above with feveral lines which make it look 
briftly : Itisby this part that thefe fith ftick fo clofely to the 
Ships and Requiems, that fometimesthey mutt be kill’d ere they 
canbe gorten off: They are eaten fometimes, but in cafe of 
neceflity, when other better fifh:cannot be had. 


LAMANTIN. 


@ \F allthe Sca-monfters that are good toeat, and kept for 
Provifion, as Salmonand Cod are in Exrope, the moft e- 
fteemed in thefe Tlands isa certain fifh by the French called La- 
wantin by the Spaniards Namantin and Manaty : It isa Montter 
that in time grows to that bulk, that fome of them are eigh- 
teen foot inlength, and feven in bignefs about the acar? He 
the 
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the body : Hishead hath fome refemblance to that of a Cow, 
whence fome took occafion to call him the Ses-Cow: He hath 
{mall eyes, and a thick fkin of a dark colour, wrinkled in 
fome places and ftuck with fome {mall hairs: Being dried it 
grows fo hard that it may fervefora Buckler againit the Ar- 
rows of the Indiaxs nay fome of the Savages ufe it to ward 
off the blows of their enemies when they go tofight: They 
have no fins, but inftead thereof they have under their bellies 
two fhort feet, each whereof hath four fingers very weak to 
fupport the weight of fo heavy a body ; nor hath he any other 
defenfive. This Fifhlives on the grafs and herbage that grows 
about the Rocks, and on the fhallow places that have not 
much abovea fathom of Sea-water. The Females are difbur- 
then‘d-of their young ones much after the fame manner as Cows 
are, and'they have two teats wherewith they fuckle thems 
They bring forth two at atime, which forfake not the old one 
till fuch time as they have no longer need of milk, and can 
feed on the grafs as {he does. 

Of all Fifhes there is not any hath fomuch good meat as the 
Lamantins for many times there needs but two or three to 
load a great Canow 5 and this meatis like that of a Land-crea- 
ture, eating fhort, of a Vermilion colour, not cloying or ful- 
fom, and mixt with fat, which being melted never grows mu- 
fty » Tt ismuch more wholfom eaten two or three days after it 
hath been laid in fa't then frefh : Thefe Fifh are more common- 
ly cakén at the entrance of frefh-water Rivers then in the Sea. 
Some highly value certain finall ftones found inthe heads of 
thefe Monfters,as having the vertue reduc’d to powder to clear 
the Reins of Gravel, and diffolve the Stone bred there: But 
the Remedy being violent, I fhould not advife any to ule it 
without the prefcription of anexperienc’d Phyfitian. > 


Bi: WHALES and other Sea-Monfters.: es 


CUch as-Sail into thefe Wands do fometimes in their Courfe 
i) ‘meet with Whales which caft up water by their Vent toa 
Pikes height, and commonly fhew. but a little of their back, 
which looks like a rock above the: water. ; ; 

The Ships are alfo many times attended fora good way by 
certain Monfters about the bignefsof a Shallop, which feemto 
take a pleafure in fhewing themfélves : Some Sea-men call them 
Souffleurs, that is, Blowers, for that ever and anon thefe prodigi- 
ous fifhes put up fome part of their head above water to take 


‘breath 5 and'then they blow, and:caufe'a great agitation of the. 


waters-with their fharp. {nouts: Some hold them to bea kind 
of Porpofes. : Sina | | 


SE A- 


Car. XVIIL The Caribby-Mlands. 105 


SEADEVILS. 


N the Coafts of thefe Ilands there is fometimes taken by 
the Fifhersa Monfter which isranked among the kinds of 
Sea-Devils, by reafon of its hideous figure: ft is about four 
foot long, and proportionably big : it hath on the back a great 
bunch full of prickles like thofe of a Hedg-Hog:: The fkin of 
it ishard, ‘uneven.and rugged, like that of the Sea-dog, and of 
ablack colour: The head of itis fat, and on the upper part 
hath many little rifings, among which may be feen two little ve- 
ry black eyes: Themouth which is extreamly wide, is arm’d 
with feveral very fharp teeth, two whereof are crooked and 
bent in like thofe of a wild Boar: it hath four fins, and atail 
broad enough, which is forked at the extremity : But what got 
it the name of Sea-Devil, is, that above the eyes there are two 
little black horns, fharp enough, which turn towards his back 
like thofe of a Ram: Befides that this Monfter is as ugly as any 
thing canbe imagin’d, the meat of it, which isfoft and full of 
ftrings, is abfolute poyfons; for it caufes ftrange vomiting, 
and fuch fwoonings as would be follow’d by death if they be 
not foon prevented by the taking of adofe of good athridate, 
or fome other Antidote. This dangerous creature is fought af- 
ter only by the curious, who are glad to bave any thing thae 
comes from it to adorn their Clofets: And foit comes to pafs 
that this Devil, who never brought men any profit while ic 
lived, givesa little fatisfaction to their eyes after his death. 
There is another kind of Sea-Devil, no lefs hideous then the 
precedent, though of another figure : The largeft of this kind 
are not much above a foot in length from the head to the tail: 
They are almoft as much in bredth; but when they pleafe 
they iwell themfelves up, fo as that they feem to be round as 
abowl: Their wide mouths are arm’d with many little but ve- 
ry fharp teeth, and inftead of a tongue they have only a little 
bone which is extreamly hard: Their eyes are very fparkling, 
and fo {mall, and deep fet in the head, that the ball thereof 
can hardly be difcerned: They have between the eyes a little 
horn which turns up, and before it a pretty big {tring that 
hath atthe end of ita little button: Befides their tail, whichis 
likethe broad end ofan Oar, they have two plumes, one on 
the back which ftands asit were upright, and the other under 
the belly :: They have alfo two tins, one of each fide over 
againft the midft of the belly, having at the extremities fome- 
what like little paws, each whereof is divided into eight claws, 
which are armea with fharp nails : their {kin is rough,and prick- 
ly all over, like that of the Requiem, fave only under the belly: 
Icis of a dark red colour and marked with black {pots: the meat 
of them is notto be eaten: They may be eafily flayed, ana 
P in 
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fkin being fill’d with Cotton or dry’d leaves » finds a place 
among rarities; butit lofes much of its luftre when the fith 
is dead. 


BECON EO camels 


Ae the ravenous Monfters that are greedy of mans fleth 
found onthe Coafts of thefe Iflands, the Becune is one o 


the moft dreadful: It isin figure much like a Pzke, but in length 
feven or eight foot, and proportionably big: He lives by prey, 


and furioufly faftens like a Blood-Hound on the men he per- 
ceivesin the water: He carries away whatever he once faftens 
on, and his teeth are fo venemous, that the leaft touch of them 
becomes mortal if fomefovereign remedy be not immediately 
apply’d to abate and divert the poyfon. | 


SEA-WO0OO0OD-COCKS. 


Here is another kind of Becunes, by fome called Seas 
Wood-Cocks from the figure of the beak, which is fome- 
what like a Wood-Cocks bill, faving that the upper part is 
much longer then the lower, and that this fifh moves both jaws 
with like facility: Some of them are fo big and long, that they 
are.above four foot between the head and the tail, and twelve 
inches broad neer the head, meafuring fide-wife : The head.is 
fomewhat like that of.a Swine, but enlightned by two large — 
eyes which are extreamly fhining : It hath two fins on the fides, 
and under the belly a great plume rifing higher and higher by 
degrees, like a Cocks-comb, reaching from the head almoft to 
the tail, which is divided intotwo parts: Befidesthe long and 
folid beak it hath, for which it is remarkable among all fifhes, 
it hath two forts of horns, hard, black, and about afoot anda 
half inlength, which hang down under his throat, and are par- 
ticular to this kind of fifhs and thefe he can eafily hide in a hol-. 
low place under his belly, which ferves them for a fheath: Ie 
hath no fcales, but is cover'd with a rough fkin, which on the 
back isblack, onthe fides greyifh, and under the belly white: 
It may be eaten without any danger, thoughthe meat of it be 
not fo delicate as that of feveral other fifhes. 


SEA-URCHIN. 


“~~ He Fith found on thefe Coafts, and called the Sea-Urchin, 


well deferves that name : It is round asa ball, and full of 
fharp prickles, for which it is feared: Some all it the Armed 
Fifh, They who take of them, having dried them, fend them 
as Prefentsto the Curious, who for rarity hang them up in their 
Clofets. 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIIL. 


A particular Defcription of the Sea-Unicorn which was 
caft afhore at the Haven of the Tortoife-Mfland, ‘in 
the Year 1644. anda pleafant Relation, by way of Di- 

- greffzon, of feveral beautiful and rare Horns brought 
lately from Davis-ftreight 5 with an account of the 
Country, and the Difpofitions of the Inhabitants, » 


E cannot better conclude the Account we had to 
an give of the Sea-monfters, then witha defcription of 
° _ fo remarkable and miraculous a Fifh, as may juftly 
-deferve.a particular Chapter to treat of it: It isthe Sea-~Uzi- 
corn, .which.1sfometimies feen in thofe parts. There was caft 
afhore, in the year 1644. a prodigious one, onthe Coatt of the 
Tortoifé-Iland , neer Hifpaniola: Monfieur du Montel, having 
been an eye-witnels thereof, gives us this curious defcripti- 
on of it. ae sae 
“This Unicorn, faith he, was purfuing a Carangue, or fome 
“other leffer fifth, withfuch earneftnefs and impetuofity, that 
“* not confidering that it needed a greater depth of water then 
“theother, it {tuck with half the body dry on a fand-bank, 
** whence it could not recover the deeper waters ere it was de- 
** ftroy’d by the Inhabitants: It was about eighteen foot in 
** length, being at the largeft part of its body about the big- 
** nefs of a great Barrel: It had fix great fins like the ends of 
“*Galley-oars, whereof two were placed neer the gills, and 
“the other four on the fides of the belly at equal diftances5 
“they were of a Vermilion red colour: all the upper part of 
© the body was cover'd with great fcales about the bignefs ofa 
** Crown-piece, which were of a blewcolour intermixt with 
“* certain {pangles of filver: neer the neck the fcales were clo- 
fer, and of adark colour, feeming as it were a collar: The 
** fcales under the belly were yellow 5 the tail forked, the 
*¢ head fomewhat bigger thenthat of a horfe, and neer the fame 
“*fisure: It was cover’d witha hard and dark colour’d fkin 5 
*¢ and as the Land-Unicorn hath one horn in his forehead, fo 
“* thisSea-Unicorn had a very fairone ifluing out of the fore- 
** part of his head,about nine foot and a half inlength : it was as 
* {trait as could be, and from the place whence it came out it 
“grew fimaller and fmaller to the very point, which was fo 
“fharp, that being thruft hard it would enter into wood or 
*ftone, orfome more folid fubftance : It was at the place where 
“it came out of the head about fixteen inches about, and 
“from thence to two thirds of thelength it was likea fcrew, 
3 P 2 or 
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* or to fay better, made waving like a wreath’d pillar, fave 
“that the channels grew fmaller and fmaller till they gently 
* ended in a point, which was two inches beyond the fourth 
“toot. All that lower part had over it an afh-colour'd fkin, 
**which was all over cover'd with a fmall foft hair, fhort as 
*¢ plufh, and of the colour of a wither’d leaf, but under thar it | 
** was as white as Ivory. As tothe other part, which feemed 
* naked, it was naturally polifh’d, of a fhining black, marked 
** with certain fmall white and yellow ftroaks, and of fuch fo- 
* lidity, that a fharp file could hardly get a little fmall powder 
“from it. It had no ears {tanding up, but two {pacious gills, 
“as the other fifhes: The eyes were about the bignefs of a 
** Hens egge 5 the Ball, which was of a fky-colour épamjeli'd 
‘* with yellow,was encompafts'd with a certain venmnilioh hgh 
** had beyond it another as clear as Chryftal: The mouth was 
** wide enough, and furnifhed with feveral tecth, whereof 
** chofe before were extremely fharp, and thofe towards the 
** throat in both jaws were broad, and a little knobbed: The 
** tongue was of a length and thicknefs proportionable; and 
** covered with a rough {kin of a vermilion colour.. What was 
** further remarkable, is, that this fith had upon the head a kind 
* of crown, rifing above the {kin about two inches, and made. 
** oval-wife, the extremities whereof ended ina point. Above - 
“three hundred perfons of that Ifland did eat of the meat of 
**it, and that plentifully, and thought it extremely delicate : 
*¢ Ie was interlarded witha white fat, and being boiled it came 
“i an in fleaks like frefh Cod, but it had a much more excellent 

tafte. pai 

** Thofe who had feen this rare fifh alive,and had with great 
** Levers broken the baok of it, affirmed, that he had made 
** prodigious.attempts to thruft them with his horn, which he 
** turned with an inexpreffible dexterity and nimblenefs, and 
** that ii he had had as much water under him as would have 
“bora him up, he would have been too hard for them all. 
** When the entrails were taken out, it was found that he liv’d 
by prey 5 for there were within him the fcales of feveral 
** kinds of fith. | 

** What could be preferv’d of this miraculous Animal, efpe- 
“ cially the head, and the precious horn faften’d in it, hung up 
*° neer two years at the Guard-houfe of the Ifland, till Mon- 
“* fieur Le ¥ afexur,the Governour of it,prefented one Monficur 
“ des Trancarts (a Gentleman of Xaintonge who had given him 
“a vifit) with the Horn. Not long after, coming over in the 
** fame Ship with the Gentleman who had that precious rarity 
** put up in a long Cheft, our Ship was caft away neer the Ifland 
** of Fayala, one of the Afores, and all the Goods were loft; 
* but nothing fo much regretted as the lofs of that Cheft. 

There is inthe Northern Seas another kind of Recon 
f ! whic 
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which are many times by the Ice carried to the Coaft of zé- 
land: They are of fo prodigious a length and bulk, that moft 
Authors who have writtenof them rank them among Whales: 
They are not cover'd with fcalesas the formentioned deftrib’d 
by us was, but: witha hard black {kin like the Lawantin : They 
have but two fins on both fides, and a large plume upon the 
back, which being narrower in the midft then at eitherend, 
makes as it werea double creft rifing up for the more conveni- 
ent dividing of the waters :‘they have three vent-holes a little 
. below their necks, at which they caft up the fuperfluous water 
they had {wallow’d, as the Whales do: their heads are fharp, 
_and-on the left fide of the upper jaw there comes out a horn 
whiteall over as the toothof a young Elephant, which horn 
is fometimes fifteen or fixteen foot in length: It is wreath’d in 
fome places, and ftreaked all over with {mall lines of a pearl+ 
colour, which are not only on the fuperficies of it, but run 
through the fubftance: The horn is hollow to the third part, 
and all over as folid as the hardeft bone. 

Some will have this prominency to be rather atooth thena 
horn , becaufe it rifes not out of the forehead, as that we 
have fpoken of, nor yet from the upper part of the head, as 
thofe of Buils ‘and Rams, but out of the upper jaw, in which 
it is fet,as the teeth are in their proper places: Thofe who are 
of this opinion fay further, thatit isnot to be wondred thefe 
fifhesfhould'have but one fuch tooth, when the fubftance out 
of which others fhould be produced is quite exhaufted in the 
making of that one, which isof fuch a prodigious Jength and 
bignefs as might fuffice to make a hundred. 

But whether this {trange defenfive wherewith thefe mon- 
{trous fith are armed be called Tooth or Horn, certain it is 
that they ufe it in their engagements with the Whales, and to 
break the Ice of the Northern Seas, wherewith they are often- 
times encompaffed: Whence it came, that fome times there 
have been feen of them fuch as by reafon of the violent fer- 
vice they have beenin, in difingaging themfelves out of thofe 


icy mountains, have not only had their horns blunted at the 


point, but alfo fhattered and broken off : The figures of 
both this kind and that caft afhore in the Tortoise Ifland may be 
{cen among the Sculps. 

While we were ordering the foregoing ftory for the fatisfa- 
ction of the Publick, a Ship of Flufhing, commanded by Ni- 
cholas Tunes, wherein M. Lampfen, one of the Deputies of that 
Province, in the Aflembly of the States-General , and other 
confiderable Merchants of the fame Town were concern’d, co- 
ming in from Davis-fireight, brought thence among other rari- 
ties feveral excelieut pieces of the Unicorns of the Northern 
Seas, of that kind we {poke of before; and in regard the Re- 
lation fent us of thac Voyage may very much clear up the mat- 
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ter we treat of, we conceive the Reader will take it kindly to 
be entertain’d with it, affuring himfelf he hath it with the fame 
fincerity as it was communicated to us. 
: The Captain of whom we have this Relation, leaving Zea- 
land at the end of the Spring, 1656. with a defign to difcover 
fome new Commerce in the Northern parts, arrived at the end 
of. Juxe following in Davis-ftreight, whence having entred in- 
toa River which begins at the fixty fourth degree, and ten 
minutes of the Line Northward, he failed to the feventy fe- 
cond, under. which the Country we intend to defcribe lyes. . 
Asfoon as the Inhabitants of the Country, who were then’ 
a fifhing, perceived the Ship, they came towards it with their 
little Boats,which are fo. made as that they carry but one perfon: 
The firft who attempted it occafion’d the joyning of fo many . 
others to:them, that in a fhorttime there wasa {quadron of fe- 
venty of thofe little veflels, which parted not from the foreign 
Ship tillit had caft Anchorin thebeft Haven, where by their 
acclamations and all the figns of friendfhip and good will that 
could be expeéted from au Nesion {o far unacquainted with ci- 
vility, they exprefs’d the extraordinary joy they conceived at 
its happy arrival: Thefe little veffels are fo admirable, whe- 
ther we confider their materials, or the ftrange induftry inthe 
making of them, or the incomparable dexterity whereby they 
are conducted, that they may well be allow’d a place among 
the defcriptions which this delightful digreffion thall furnith 
USIWith. fy ery 
They confift of little thin pieces of wood, whereof moft are 
cleft like Hoops: Thefe pieces of wood are faften’d one to 
another with, {trong cords made of the guts of fifhes, which 
keep them together ina. figure fit for the ufes to which they 
are defign’d: They are cover'd onthe out-fide with the fkins 
of Sea-Dogs, which are fo neatly fewn together, and foartifi- 
cially done over with Rozin about the feams, that the water 
cannot make the leaft entrance into them. 
Thefe little Boats are commonly about fifteen or fixteen 
footin length, and they may be in the midft where they are 
biggeft about five foot circumference 5 from that place they 
grow {maller and fmaller, fo that the ends or extremities of 
them are very fharpand plated as it were with a white bone, 
or a piece of the Unicorns horn before defcribed: The upper- 
part is flatand even, and cover'd with leather asthe reft, and_ 
the lower part is fafhion’d like the belly of agreat fifh; fo 
that they are very {wift upon the water: they have but one 
overture, or open place, which is juft in the midft of the 
whole ftructure: Itis rais’da little about with a {mall ledge of 
Whale-bone, and it is made fit for the reception of one man, 
fo as that being in it, his wafte fills the hole. When the Savages 
who invented thefe kinds of Boats would make ufeof them, 
either 
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either to goa fifhing or to divert themfelves on the water, they 

thruft down their feet and thighs in at the hole,and then ficting 

down they fo faften the fhorr Coat they have about them to 

the Jedge which is about the hole, that they feem to be graf- ‘ 

fed intothe litrle veflel, and ro be part of it. 

Thus much of the figure and materials of thefe little veffels 5 
Jet us now confider the accoutrement of the men who have 
the conduc oftthem: When they intend to goto Sea, they put 
over their other cloths a certain fhort coat, whichis kept only 
for that purpofe: This Sea-coat confifts of feveral fkins having _ 
the hair taken off, which are well drefs’d and fet together, that 
aman would think it to be all of a picce: Itreaches from the 
crown of the head to the Navel - it is rubb’d over witha 
~ blackifh gum, whichis not diffolved in the water, and keeps 

~ it from pafling through 5 That Capuchox or part of it which 
comes over the head, comes fo clofe under the neck and upon 
the forehead, that it leaves nothing but the face open: The 
fleeves are ty'd at the wrift, and the lower part of the coat is 
faften’d to the ledge, about the hole of the veffel, with fo 
much careand induftry, that the body thus covered is always 
dry inthe midft of the waves, which with all their tofling can 
wet only the face and the hands. 
_ Though they have neither Sail, nor Maft, nor Rudder, nor 
‘Compafs, nor Anchor, nor any thing of all thofe conveniences 
which are requifiteto make our Ships fit forthe Sea 3 yet will 
they undertake long voyages with thefe finall vefiels, upon 
which they feemtobefewn: they have anexperienc’d know- 
ledg of the Stars, and need no other guide in the night time - 
The Oars they ufe are broad at both ends like a Chirurgeons 
palet, and that they may the more eafily make their way 
through the waves, and laft the longer, they tipthem with a 
white bone which covers the edges of the wood; which or- 
nament they faften with pins of horn, whichthey ufe inftead of 
nails: The middle of thefe Oars is beautifi'd witha bone or 
precious horn, as well the ends, and by that place they hold 
them that they may not flip out of their hands: They handle 
thefe double Oars with fuch dexterity and nimblenefs , that 
thefe fmail veffels will out-run Ships that have all the advan- 
tages of fails, wind, and tide: They are fo confident inthem, 
and fo vers’d in the guiding of them, that they fhew a thoufand 
tricks in them, for the divertifement of the beholders : Nay 
fometimes they will raife fuch waves, that the water will be all 
foamy, as if there had been a great tempeft ; and then they feem 
rather like Sea-monfters courfing one another thenmen: And 
to make it appear they fear not dangers, and that they holda 
good correfpondence with that Element which feeds them, 
they fhew feverall tricks, diving and rouling themfelves in the 
Sea three or four times together; fo that they may be taken 
for perfect Amphibia. When 
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When they intend to take voyages. longer then ordinary, or 
are afraid to be drivenfar into the Sea by fome Tempeft, the 
take with them in the hollow place of their vefiel a bladder full 
of fair water to quench their thirft, and fifh dry’d in the Sun 
or Froft to eat inftead of frefh meat: But they are feldomre- 
duc’d to the neceffity of ufing thofe provifions; For they have 
certain Darts like little Lances, which are faften’d to their 
Boats; thefe they fodextroufly caft at the fifh they mect with, 
that they are very feldom deftirute of thefe refrethments: 
They need no fire to drefs their meat, for on the Land, 
as well as at Sea, they are wont to eat it raw: They 
alfo carry along with them the teeth of certain great fifhes, 
or pieces of fharp bones, which ferve them for knives to 
drefs and cut the fith they take: Befides, another advantage of 
thefe veflels is, that there can happen no mutiny in them, 
fince one and the fame perfon is Mafter, Mariner, Purfer and 
Pilot of it, who may ftop it when he pleafes, or let go with the 
wind & water,when he would take the reft neceflary to retrive 
his {pent forces: In this cafe he faftens his Oar to certain {traps 
of Hart-fkin defign’d for that purpofe,which are faftened to the 
Boat,or elfe he ties it to a buckle which hangs before on his coat. 
The Women have not the ufe of thefe little Boats 5; but that 
they may alfo fometimes divert themfelves onthe water, their 
hufbands, who are very fond of them, bring them abroad in 
other veffels which are about the bignefs of our Shaliops or © 
Long-boats, and fuch as may carry fifty perfons: They are 
made of Poles ty’d together, and cover’d with Sea- Dogs fkins, 
asthe former : When itis calm they go with Oars, when there 
is any wind they faften the Maft to certain Sails of Leather. 
The Reader may fee among the Sculps of this Chapter a 
Cut of one of thefe Boats, with the perfon that condudts it fit- 
ting therein, which may render the defeription we have given 
of it more intelligible and compleat. r 
Asto the Country where thefe excellent Navigators are 
bred, the degrees under which we have placed it fhew it to 
be of avery cold conftitution : "Tis true, in the moneths of 
Juve and July, which make the Summer of thofe parts, and 
are but onecontinu’d day, (as December and ‘January make but 
one night) the air is warm, pleafant, and clear, but between 
thofe two feafons, the days growing alternately longer and fhor- 
ter, are attended with thick Mifts, Snow, or Icy-rains, which. 
are extream cold and tedious. mah 
That part of the Country which lyes neer the Sea, is dry, 
and full of rough and dreadful rocks; and. when the Snow 
melts it is overflown in many places by certain impetuous tor- 
rents lying between them: But when a man hath travell'd one 
league of very bad way, he comes into pleafant fields, efpect- 
ally inthe Summer time : There are alfo mountains caysEe 
with 
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with little Trees, which extreamly recreate the eye; and feed 
abundance of Fowl! and Wild-beafts; and there are Valleys 


_. through which there run many clear and pleafant Rivers of 


freth water, which have ftrength enough to make their way 
into the Sea. r : bg 
The: Captain who commanded the Flufhinger, from whofé 
late Voyage we have this Relation, being landed with fome 
part of his men, ‘and having made a diligent obfervation there- 
of, he: found there,.among other things worth his notice, a 
vein of a certain: brownifh earth full of fhining fpangles, as it 
were of filver, wherewith he caufeda barrel to be filled, -ehat 
trial might be-made thereof: But having been in the crucible; 
it was found fit only to be put onthe covers of Boxes, and fach 
pieces of Joynery; to which it adds much beauty and luftre: 
Yet is there {ome hope derived from this difcovery, that upon 
further trial chere:may be Silver-Mines found in thefe parts. 
>. Though this Country be very cold, yet are there in it many 
beautiful and large-Birds' ofa black and white plumage, | and 
fome of diversother colours; which the Inhabitants flay that 
they may have their flefh to eat, and their fkins to:cloath them- 
felves withall :, There arealfo;Harts, Elks, Bears, Foxes, Hares, 
Conies;.andiiabundance of;other: four-footed beafts , whofe 
Furs are either black or of a dark grey, very thick, long, foft, 
and befides: the ufes may be made. thereof as Furs, excellent 
for; Hats.) one AD ign PAG: pat 
«Our Relation tells us that the Country is inhabited by two 
forts of Inhabitants, who live together in perfect friendthip 
and good correfpondence: Some are of a very high ftature, 


_ well-fhap’d in their bodies, ofa pretty clear complexion, and 


very {wift inrunning : Theothersare much lower, of a dark 
Olive-colour’d complexion, and well proportioned as to their 
members, fave thatthey have fhort and big legs. .The former 
{pend their time in Hunting, whereto their a@ivity naturally 
inclinesthem, while the latter employ themfelves in Fifhing: 
Both kinds have their teeth very white and clofe, black hair, 
lively eyes, ‘and their faces fuch as that there can no remarka- 
ble deformity be obferv’d inthem: They are all of them fo vi- 
gorous, and of fo healthy a conftitution, that many of them 
being above a hundred years of age are very active and la- 
borious. ; ! 

In their ordinary converfation they feem to be of acheerful 
humor, ‘courageous and confident: They love thofe ftrangers 
who vifit them, becaufe they bring them Needles, Fifhing- 
hooks, Knives, 'Hedge-bills, Wedges, and all the other Imple- 
ments of Ironthey have need of, which they fo highly efteem 
that they will give their cloths, and what they account moft 
precious for them::-but they have fuch an averfion from all no- 
velty, as to feeding and clothing, that it were hard to induce 
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them to admit of any change in either: nay though they are 
one of the pooreft and moft barbarous Nations under the Sun, 
yet dothey think themfelves the moft happy, and beft provi- 
ded for of anys and they are fo well conceited of their manner 
of life, that the civilities of all other people are accounted 
by them unbefeeming, favage, and extreamly ridiculous 
actions. i 
This high efteem they have conceiv'd of. their condition 
contributes not a little to that fatisfaction and tranquility of 
mind whichis legible even in their countenances : befides that 
they are not difturb’d by any vain defigns which might inter- — 
rupt their quiet : They know nothing of thofe gnawing cares — 
and pinching diftractions wherewith the inordinate defire of 
wealth tormentsthe greateft part of mankind. The conveni- 
ences of fair and fumptuous buildings, the fame attending gal- 
lant actions, the delights of great entertainments, the know- 
ledg of excellent things, and what we think moft advances the 
pleafure and enjoyments of life, having not yet found the way 
intothefe Countries, their thoughts accordingly are not trou- 
bled about the acquifition thereof: but to get thofe things 
whichare precifely neceffary for their fubfiftence. and clothing, 
with as little trouble as may be;) isthe end of albtheir.confulta- 
tations and defigns. 2 +, ides Dey om 
Their ordinary Exercifes; nay indeed Employments, are 
Fifhing and Hunting; and thoughthey have no Fire-arms nor 
Nets, yet ingenious andinventive Neceffity hath infpir'd them 
with other ways whereby they effect their defires. They eat 
whatfoever they feed on without any dreffing, or any other 
fauce then hunger: nay they laugh at thofe who boil fifh or — 
fleth, affirming that the fire takes away the natural tafte there- 
of, and what makes them acceptable to them. : : 
Though they need no fire todrefs their meat, yet they very 
much commend the ufe of it, and their Caves are not deftitute — 
of it inthe winter time’; both by its light to abate fomwhat of 
the tedioufnefs of that long night: which reigns in their Coun- 
try, and by its heat the cold whereby they are befieged of all 
fides: But whenthey take their reft, or are forc’d to go out of 
their Caves, they put on a certain Fur, which by the excellent 
difpofal of Divine Providence fecures them againft the inju- 
ries of the cold, though they lay in the midft of the fnow.> ~ 
The mens cloths, are a Shirt, a pair of Breeches, a fhort 
Coat, and akind of Bufkins: The Shirt comes but a little be- 
low the Wafte: It hatha Capuchon, or Cap annexed toit, to 
come over the head and neck ¢ It is made of the bladders of 
great fifhes cut into long pieces of equal bredth, and very 
meatly fewn together : It hath no opening at the breaft as ours 
have; but that it may not rent whenit is put on, the endsof — 
the fleeves, the head-piece, and the bottom of it are hemm'd 
in 


¥ 
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The reft of their cloths, even their Bufkins, are of feveral 
pieces cut proportionably one to another, as their Shirts are ; 
but they are ofa {tronger ftuff,to wit, Harts-fkins, or Sea-dogs- 
fkins very well drefs’d with the hair on - The cloaths of the Sa- 
vage whofe pourtrait isto be feen among the Sculps, taken by 

the Original, were of Leather oftwo feveral colours, the pieces 

were cut cf the fame bredth, and put together fo handfomly, 
that a white piece was fewn between two dark colour’d pieces, 
which fhew'd very prettily ;: The hair which was on the out- 
fide was as {mooth and as foft as Velvet, and the feveral pieces 
were fo neatly joyn’d together, that a man would think by the 
out-fide that the Garment was all made of the fame fkin. As 
to the fafhion of the Coar, and the external ornaments of the 
Savage, the Graver hathfo naturally reprefented them in the 
Sculp, that we need not trouble the Reader with any further 
defcription thereof. 

The Savages inhabiting about the forefaid Streight never go 
abroad into the Country but they have at their back a Quiver 


- full of Arrows, anda Bowora Lance in their hands: Their 


Arrowsare of feveral kinds, fome are for the killing of Hares, 
Foxes, great Birds, and all forts of fmall Game others for 
Harts, Elks, Bears, and other greater Beafts : The former are 
‘ot above two or three foot in length, and inftead of iron at 
the top they put a {mall fharp bone, which on one of the fides 
hath three or four little hocks, fo that it cannot be takenout 
of the place wounded without widening the wound: The lat- 
_ter,which are at leaft four or five foot long, have alfo at the end 
a fharp bone jagged like the teeth of a Saw: They caft thefe 


 Jatter with the hand; but to give them the greater force, and 


make them do execution at a greater diftance, they faften to 
their right arm 4 piece of wood a foot and a half long, which 
on one fide hath a deep channel into which they put the butt- 


end of the Javelin, which being caft thence goes off with a_ 


greater violence. , 

They fometimesalfo carry in their handsa kind of Lance, of 
atough and heavy ;wood, which is tipp’d at the fmaller end 
with a round bone, the point whereof had been fharpened on 
a ftone, or they ftrengthenit with the horns or teeth of the fifh 
before defcribed: Thefe Lances are feven or eight foot in 
fength, and beautifi'd at the butt-end with two little wings of 
wood, or Whale-bone, which make them a little more fight- 
- ly then they would be otherwife. my 

- Befides the feveral forts of hooks wherewith they take the 
fmaller fifhes frequenting their Coafts, they have divers kinds 
of Javelins, which with a wonderful dexterity they dart at 
the great and monftrous fifhes they take inthe Sea: And that 
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in witha very thin black fkin; as it is reprefented among she 


' they carry along with them to be pitch’d where they think it 
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thofethey have hurt with thefe Darts may not fink tothe bot- 
tom, and elude their expectation, there is faften’d tothe butt- 
end of them a thong of Harts-leather 25 or 30 fathom in 
length, and at the end of that thong or line of leather there 
isa bladder, which keeping above water fhews where the fifh 
is, andfothey draw ittothem, or gently dragit to land after 
it hath {pent it felf_in {trugling. . 

The young women differ not much in their cloaths from the 
men; butthe more ancient are commonly clad withthe {kins . 
of certain great Birds, whofe feathers are white and black, and 
very ordinary in thofe parts. Thefe women have theart to 
flay them fo neatly, that the feathers {tay in the fkin: Thefe 
cloaths reach but to halftheleg : They are girt with athong of 


- Jeather, at which inftead of keys there hanga great maay little 


bones as fharp as any bodkins, and about that length: They 
Wear neither Bracelets, nor Neck-laces, nor Pendants; nor 
mind any ornament, fave that they make a gafh in each cheek, ~ 
and fill it with a certain black colour, whichasthey think adds 
very much to their beauty. 

While the men are a hunting or fifhing they ftay at home, © 
and employ themfelves in making of Cloths, Tents, Bafkets, 
and fuch things as are neceflary about the houfe: They are ex- 
treamly fond of their little ones, and if they be forc’d to change 
their habitations, or to accompany their hufbands in fome jour- ~ 
ney, they either carry or lead them where-ever they go, and to 
recreate them by the way, and quiet them when they cry, they 
have little drums cover'd with fifhes bladders, on which they 
can make as good Mufick as any on the Taber: They alfo 
beatthemto frighten away the Bears, and other wild Beafts 
which wander up and down neer the Caves where thefe Sa- 
vages pals over the Winter with their families, and about the. 
Tents where they are lodg’d in the Summer. Among the 
Sculps of this Chapter there is the pourtraiture of one of 
thefe women, to which we refer the Reader for further @- 
tisfaCtion. es eee 

Though thefe poor Barbarians cannot be imagin’d to fiudy 
much Policy, yet have they among them petty Kingsand Cap- 
tains, who prefide in all their Afiemblies: They:advance to 
thefe dignities thofe who have the handfomeft bodies, are the 
beft Hunts-men, and the moft valiant: Thefe wear the richeft 
Skins and more precious Furs then their Subjects; and as a 


_ badge of their Supremacy they have acertain badge which is 


fown before ontheir Coats, and when they go abroad they are 
always attended by certain young men arm’d with Bows and 
Arrows, who punctually execute their commands... 

They have not the invention of building houfes 5, but in the 
Summer they live in the fields undef Tents of Leather, which 


moft 
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moft convenient; and in Winter their abode is in Caves, which 
are naturally made inthe Mountains, or they have taken the 
pains to make fuch. vd: 

They neither Sow nor Reap any kind of Grain in order to 
their fubfiftence: Nor have they any Trees or Plants bear- 
ing fruits fic to eat, unlefs it be fome Straw-berries, and a 
kind of Rafpices 5 but indeed their livelihood depends wholly 
on their Fifhing and Hunting: Fair water is their ordinary 


drink, and their moft delicate entertainment, asto drink, isthe 


blood of Sea-dogs, and that of Deer, and other Land-crea- 
tures, which they either kill or take in Traps, at the fetting of 
which they have an admirable induftry. 

e Winter being fo long andhard inthis Country, the In- 


habitants muft needs fuffer great inconveniences during that 


feafon, efpecially that tedious night which keeps them intwo 
whole moneths: But befides that in cafe of neceflity they eén- 
dure hunger a long time, they have-this forefight that in the 
Summer they dry fome part of their fifhing and hunting, and 
lay it up with as much Fat and Suet as they can get together, in 
order totheir fubfiftence during that comfortlefs time: Nay 
fome affirm they are fo fuccefsful in. their hunting by Moon- 


light, that they are feldom deftitute of frefh meat, even during 
this long Eclipfe. | 


They defire not to {ee any other Country befides that they 


were born in , and if atempeft or other accident chance to cal 
them upon fome other, they perpetually figh after their own, 


and are never quiet in their minds till they have recover’d its 
If they are deny d or too long delay’d that favour, they wilh 
attempt it with the hazard of their lives, expofing themfelves 
to the Sea in their little Veffels without any other guide then, 
the Stars, by which they regulate their courfe: Avy 
Their Language hath nothing common with any other inthe 
World; there isa Vocabulary of it, but not to be publifh’d: 
till. there be a further difcovery made'of thefe parts; what is 
faid herethereof being only by way of digreffion. 12g 

Nor hath it been yet obferved what Religion they . have. 
among thent 5 but from their looking towards the Sun, and 
their pointing at him with a certain admiration, lifting up 
their hands on high , it is inferr’d that they account him 


} 


a God. ° 


The Ship from which we have this Relation, brought from 


Davis-fireight {everal confiderable Commodities, whereof we . 


fhall here give a Lift, to fhew that the cold which reigns in 

that Country is not fo infupportable as to freeze up all manner 

of Commerce in thofe parts. 

’ 1. Nine hundred Sea-dogs fkins, moft of them between 

feven and eight foot long, {potted and wav’d with black, 

red, yellow, tawny, and feveral other colours, which Bere 
ne 
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ned their price beyond thofe commonly feen in Holland. 
2. Many rich Hides of Harts, Elks, Bears, as alfo the fkins 


of Foxes, Hares, and Conies, whereof moft were perfect-. 


ly white. 


3. Agreat number of precious Furs of divers kinds of four- © 


footed Beafts particular to that Country, and not known yee 
by any name among us. | 

4. Several Packs of Whale-bone of extraordinary length. 

5. Some compleat fuits of Cloths of the Inhabitants of the 
Country, whereof fome were of the fkins of Beafts, others of 
thofe of Birds, of the fafhion before reprefented. 

6. Many of their Shirts made of Fifhes Bladders very neatly 
few'd 5 asalfo Caps, Gloves, and Bufkins, Quivers, Arrows, 
Bows, and other Arms ufed by them; as alfo fome of their 
Tents, Bags, Bafkets, and other little pieces of Houf 
hold-ftuff. 

7. Agreat number of thofe {mall Veffels made to carry only 
one man: A great Boat or Shallop forty five foot in length; 
which might conveniently carry fifty perfons. | 

8. But the moft rare and precious Commodity was a very 
confiderable quantity of the Teeth or Horns of the fifhes calléd 
Sea-Unicorns, which are thought to be the largeft, the faireft 
and the moft exactly proportion’d of any that have yet 
been feen. 

Some of them were fent to Paris, and other parts of Exrope, 
where they were well recéiv’d: Nor is it unlikely but that they 
will be much more highly efteemed, when the admirable ver- 
tuesthey havein Phyfick are known: For though their beau- 
ty and rarity may procure them the beft places in the Cloftts 


of the Curious; yet will they be more kindly receivedthere, — 


when fome others have fourd true what many famous Phyfi- 

cians and Apothecaries of Deawark and Germany, who have 

made trial thereof upon feveral occafions, unanimoufly affirm 

of them, to wit, that they expell poyfon, and have all the 

Propertics commonly attributed to the Land-Unicorn’s 
orn. 
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CHAP. XIX. 


of certain ShellsF ifb, rare Shells, and other remark 
able productions of the Sea, found on the Coafts of the 
. Caribbies. ial ep As , 


view of all the excellent Creatures {porting themfelves 
therein, and obferve the’vertues and occult qualities 
wherewith they are endow’d, is a work might be expected from 
that Wifdom which was communicated to Solomonz, who treat- 
_edof Trees, from the Cedar in Libanoz to the Hyflop growing 
~ onthe Wall: Forthe watery Element is furnifhed with fuch a 
miraculous plenty, thatit abundantly produces not only Fifhes 
of feveral kinds fit for the fuftenance’of man, and thofe of ex- 
traordinary bulk and monftrous' figures, as hath been fhewn in 
the precedent Chapters ; but alfo fuch.a multitude of precious 
Shells, and other Rarities, that wé may well acknowledg that 
the Divine Wifdom hath difplay’d all thefe rich beauties of its 
jnexhauftible Treafures, to fhew itsOmnipotency inthe midft 
of the Waves, and gently to win us into an admiration of his 
_Goodnefs and adorable Providence, which humbles it felf to 
defcend into the Abyffes of the Sea'to people them with fome 
excellent Creatures not to be feen elfewhere, and an infinite 
number of others bearing the Characters and Idzas of the moft 
- confiderable Bodies that either adorn the Heavens, flye in the 
‘Air, or embellifhthe Earth. Hence it comes, that there are 
found in the Waters, Stars, Cornets, Trumpets, PurceJains, 
Trees, Apples, Cheft-nuts, and all the delightful curiofities 
which are fo highly efteemed among men. But to begin with 
the Shell-fith, there are inthe Seas about, and in the Rivers of 
_ the Caribbies {everal kinds of them : The more particularly 
efteemed are the Howars, ‘the Sea-Spiders, andthe Crabs. 


HOMARS. 


He Homars are a kind of Crevices, of the fame figure as 
thofe of our Rivers; but they are fo big that there needs 
but one to make a good large difh: Their meat is white, and 
of a good tafte, but a little hard of digeftion: The Inhabi- 
tants of the Iflands take them in the night time upon the fands, 
or in the Shallows neer the low-water-marks and with the 
affiftance of a Torch, or Moon-light, they catch them witha 
little iron fork. 


es dive into the deep Secrets of the Waters to take a 
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SE A-SPIDER. 


He Sea-Spider is by fome conceiv'd to be a kind of Crab: © 
It is cover'd with two very hard fcales, whereof the 


~ Crabs. 


As to the Shel/s found in thefe. Iflands, in the Creeks and 
Nooks into which they are caft by the Sea there are-abun- 
of them, and of feveral kinds: The moft fought after and moft 
confiderable are thefe. 


BURGAUV. 


“hy ‘He Burgau, which isof the figure of a Snail, being un- 
cas'd out, of the outermoft coat, prefents to the eye a 
filver.fhell intermixt with {pots of a bright black, a lively green, 
and;fo. perfe& , and~fhining a.grey , that no Enameller could 
come neer it with all the ete Shaped of his art. Asfoonas the 
fith which had been lodg’d within this precious little Manfion 


hath been diffeiz'd thereof, there is immediately feena vas 
a! cent 
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ficent entry befet with pearls}, and afterwards feveral rich ap~ 
partements fo clear, fo neat, and enamell’d all over with fo 
bright a filver-colour, that there cannotin matter of fhell any 
thing be imagin’d more beautiful. 


CASK. 


He Cask, or Head-piece, is of a different bignefs proporti- 
onably tothe heads of fo many fifhes as had worn it; and 
it is fo named from its figure : It is lin‘'d within and at the edges, 
which are thick, flat and jagged, ofa Satin carnation colour 
extreamly bright and fhining 5 and on the out-fide it is fafhion’d 
like a neat Country-building, having many little rifings which 
are interlaced. with a thoufand compartiments, on which there 
may be feen a waving pannache or feather of divers rare 
- . colours. | 


sini LAMBIS. 


“ | “He Lambis hath haply receiv’d that name becaufe the 

&. fifh which makes it move hath the figure of a great 
Tongue, which licks that glutinous moifture lying on the 
rocks againft which the waves of the Seabeat. Thisis one of 
the,largeft fiz'd fhells that are : One of the fidesis turned up, 
as it were to make the greater difcovery of the fair purple co- 
lour wherewith ic is beautifi'd within: But it muft be acknow- 


ledg’d, that the fhape being none of the handfomeft, andthe. - 


outer coat prickled with feveral rough and fharp rifings, it 


would hardly ‘be receiv’d into the Clofets of the Curious, if — 


Art taking off that outer coat did not difcover the beauty and 
{moothnefs of the divers-colour’d fhell which lay within that 
courfe fhag: The fifh which is lodg’d within the clefts of this 
little moving rock is fo big, that one of them will make a pret- 
ty round difh: It may be ferv'd up tothe Tables of the daintieft 
Palats, fo it be well drefs'd with good ftore of Pepper to cor- 
rect its indigeftion: The fhells burnt to powder and mixt with 
fand make a cement which defies rain, and all other injuries of 
the weather. The Lambis yields a found like that of a Huntf- 
mans horn, and isheard ata great diftance ; whence fome of 
the Inhabitants of the Iflands ufe them to bring their people to- 
gether to meals. ‘3 | | 


UENUS-SHELLS. 


ep He Venus-foeUls may juftly be numbred among the rareft 
i produdtions of the Sea, whether we confider the de- 
lightful {moothnefs wherewith they are glaz’d both within 
and without, or the diverfity and livelinefs of their colours : 
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Their jagged edges are turned inwards, and though all are not 
equally beautiful, yet are they all of the fame oval figure, 
gaping inthe mid(t, and turning in alittle: But they arevery 
different as to bignefs andcolour. | 

The ordinary ones are of a gilt-yellow, checquerd with lit- 
tle white or red fpots, fo as that at a diftance a man would 
think them little Pearls, or grainsof Coral: Of the reft, fome 
are blewifh, fome as it were befet with ftars, fome greyifh, 
fome like‘Chryftal, and fome colour’d like Agats, which are all 
delightful to the eye. 

But the moft efteem’d by the Curious are on the out-fide 


of a colour between coral and carnation, and of a filver-co- 


lour, or of abright fky-colour within, and a rich porphiry 
with {mall golden ftreaks : Thofe alfo are with reafon well 
efteem’d, whichon the upper part are of a bright green like 


an Emerald, and within on the edges, and in the diftancesofa - 


pearl-colour: The fame account is made of thofe which on 
the back are black as Jet, and all elfewhere of a pale blew in- 
termixc with little purple veins. | 

In fine, there are fome have fuch a delightful mixture of co- 
Jours, asif the Rain-bow had communicated fome of its beaur 
ties to thefe littie creatures : Nay there are abundance of them 
fo diverfif'd with odd figures and characters, that it may be 
imagin’d Nature was ina very pleafant humor when fhe was de- 
liver’d of thefe miracles. 

But the mifchief of itis, that the Sea, which is poffels'd of 
them as her moft precious jewels, never parts with them but 
againft her will: For ifthe Winds did not enrage her, and 
fhaking her bowels fearch into the bottom of her Treafures, 
and force them thence, fhe alone would enjoy thefe beauties, 
and never let us have any of them. 

The Curious, to heighten their luftre, plaee them according 
to their value and efteem in feveral Cabinets, lin’d with green 
Plufh, or fome other rich ftuff: And after the example of the 


- Flowrifts, who call their Tulips and Gilly-Flowers by the 


names of the Cefars, and moft illuftrious Heroes, they in like 
manner give them the titles of Emperours and Princes. ge 


SEA-CORNETS. 


Here are alfo feen in the Carabbies two forts of thofe 
great Shells called Sea-Cornets, which are turned at 

the end like a fcrew : Some are white as Ivory, and not inferior 
to it inluftre: Others are within of a fhining pearl-colour, and 
without of feveral fair and lively colours, which are fometimes 


likefcales, fometimes waving, falling one upon another from: 


the edge of the wide opening to the turn’d end, where they 
ceafe: Ifa little hole be made at the {mall end of thefe Cornets, 


they 
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they become a kind of mufical Inftrumenr which makes a fharp 

and piercing found,.and fore’d through the windings of the 

fhell, may be heard at as great diftance as the fmalleft kind of 
Trumpet might be: But there is a great fecret in the found: 

ing of it. 


MOTHER of PEARL. 
all do not only afford a pleafant divertifement which may 
ko 


._) excite men by a confideration of thofe fmall, but admira- 
ble works of Nature, to blefs the Author thereof; but having 
cloy’d theeye, they find fomewhat to fatisfie the tafte, and en- 
creafe wealth: For Oyféers, and other fhell-fifh are welcome to 
the greateft Tables; and the Naker or Mother of Pearl is big 
with that Pearl which enriches the Crowns of Kings. °*Tis 
true, there is feen only the feeds of thefe Pearls in the Carib- 
bies, and that they are to be had in perfeCtion only at S. Afar- 
garets Wland, and the South-part of America: But though this 
feed is not hardned into great Pearls in the Caribbies, yet are 
not the fhells wherein it 1s found without their advantages 5 
forthe meat withinthem is for food, and thetwo parts of the 
filver fhel! make fo many Spoons, which may creditably appear 
upon the Table. 

It is not eafieto determine whether the dew which falls in 
the Carzbbies be not fruitful enough to make the Mother-Pearl 
produce its fruit in perfection; or whether after it hath re- 
_ ceiv’d that feed from the Heavens they mifcarry, and have not 
natural force enough to retainit: But not to enquire whence 
the defect proceeds, it is moft certain they have as {trong an in- 
 elination to avoid the reproach of fterility, asthofe fifh’d for on 
the Coafts of S. Margarets: For he who will be at the curiofity 
to obferve their fecret Loves from the rocks, at the foot where- 
of they moft delight to be, fhall find, that at the break of day 
they ftart up feveral times to the furface ofthe water, as it were 
to do homageto the Rifing-Sun; then of a fudden they open 
themfelves upon that foft bed, expecting the firft beams of that 
all-enlivening Star: If they be fo happy as:to receive fome 
drops of the dew he caufes to diftill from the Heavens at his 
rifing, they immediately clofe their fhells, left any touch of 
falt-water come in, and corrupt that celeftial fperm : And then 
they cheerfully return to their deep cells. | 

A certain Author named Fragofws conceives, that the Pearls 
ingender in the meat of the Oyfter, as theftone does in fome 
living creatures, of a thick and vifcous moifture which remains 
of thealiment. Some learned Phyficians who are alfo of the - 
fame opinion, fortifie it with what is affirmed by Jofephus Aco- 
féa, avery creditable Writer, to wit, that the Slaves who fifh 
for Pearls, dive fometimes twelve fathom deep in theSea to 
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take the Oyfters which are commonly faftened to the Rocks, 
that they get them thence by violence, and come up loaden 
with them : Whence they conclude, that it cannot be well main- 
tained , that thofe Oyfters which are faften’d to the rocks 
fuck in the dew, and that thence comes the generation of 
Pearls. 

But not to enter into any conteftation with thefe Gentle- 
men, nor yet abfolutely to reject their opinion which hath its 
grounds, we may affirm, that the true account given by Acofta 
of the fifhing for Pearls makes nothing againft the opinion 
commonly receiv'd of their generation; for it isnot impoffible 
but that the Mother-Pearls which have conceived of the Dew, 
feeling themfelves burthened with that precious fruit, have no 
great inclination to appear ever afterwards on the furface of 
the waters; and being fatisfi'd with the treafure they are pof- 
fefs'd of, they from thenceforth faften themfelves to the rocks, 
whence they cannot be gotten off without violence. | 


| Of feveral other forts of Shells. 


FA lies who living in populous Cities would counterfeit De- 
ferts, Rocks and folitary Places, or in their Gardens 
raife little Hills, under which there fhould beGrotts encom- 
pafs'd with all the moft curious fpoils of Sea and Land, might 
find in moft of thefe Iflands what may fatisfie their humor ; 
This only isto be feared, that abundance and diverfity would 
puzzle their choice, and eccafion a certain contempt of them. 
There are onthe Coafts of thefe Iflands an infinite multitude of 
feveral fortsof Shells, efpecially thofe of the Sea-tops, Whelks, 
@c. which have no names among us, whereof fome are of a 
filver-colour, fome full of ftars, fome fanguine, fome green, 
fome ftreaked with carnation, fome checquer’d with pera 
forts of colours, which makethem fhine along the fands like fo 
many precious {tones: The Sun extreamly heightens their tu- 
ftre and beauty ; and whenafter an extraordinary tempeft the 
Sea hath enrich’d the furface of thofe fhores with thefe little 
fparkling gems, the eye is fodazzled at it, that a man cannot 
but acknowledg that Nature loves to make different demion- 
{trations of her power, and fhews what fhe cando, when fhe 
beftows fo much beauty, and{fo many rich ornaments on thefe 
little inconfiderable Creatures, : 

The Savage Iflanders fometimes gather thefe little play-games 
of the Sea, only for diverfion fake, and having made holes in 
them put them on {trings for Neck-laces and Bracelets:But moft 
of the Southern part of America have a far greater efteem for 
them 3; for they drive a Trade with them, and they are in fome 
places the current Money, and thofe who have moft fhells are 
accounted the richeft. The Shells ufed for this purpofe are of a 


pretty 
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pretty bignefs, folid, and of extraordinary luftre 5 and to be 
current Money, they muft be marked by certain Officers, who 
afcertain the value thereof by certain little Characters engra- 
ved on them. 


MOUSICK-SHELL. 


Here is avery eonfiderable Shell, which Monf. du Aton- 
tel thinks may be found in fome of the Caribby-Iflands, 
though he never faw any of that kind but only at Coraf/ao: It 
differs not much as to figure from the Vexws-fhells : It may be 
called the Mufical-fhell, becaufe on the out-fide of it there are 
lackifh lines, tull of notes, which have a kind of key for the 
finging of them, fothat ir might be faid there wants only the 
Jetrer to that natural pricking : The forementioned Gentle- 
man relates, that he faw fome that had five Lines, a Key and 
Notes, which made goed Mufick : Some perfon had added the 
Letter, which it {tems Nature had forgotten, and caus’d it to 
be fang, and the Mufick was not undelightful. 

This might afford the ingenious many excellent reflections : 
They might fay among other things, that if according to the 
opinion of Pythagoras the Heavens have their Harmony, the 
iweetnefS whereof cannot be heard by reafon of the noife 
made upon Earth ; if the Air refound with the melody ofan in- 
finite number of Birds whe fing their feveral parts there 5 and 
if Men have invented a kind of Mufick, after their way, which 
by the Ears recreates the Heart; it were but juft that the Sea, 
which is not always tofs‘d and troubled, fhould have within its 
territories certain Muficians to celebrate, by a Mufick parti- 
cular to them, the praifes of their Sovereign Maker. The 
Poets might adde, that thefe natural tablatures are the fame 
which the Syrezs had in their hands, when they had their melo- 
dious Conforts;, and that being perceiv’d by fome eye which 
came to difturbe their recreations, they ler them fall into the 
water, where they have been carefully kept ever fince: But 
_ eleaving thefe imaginationsto thofe they belong to, let us pur- 
fue our defign. 


EYE-STONE. 


Here isa little Stone found in thefe Iflands, moft com- 
_.H#. monly neer the Sea-fide, and fometimes at a good di- 
ftance from the Sea, which from its vertues may be termed the 


Fye-ftone; but inregard the more common opinion will have - 


it to be a production of the waters, we fhall treat of it in this 
place. Some of thefe Stones are about the bignefs of the larger 
fort of Brafs-farthings ; but the leaft are moft efteem’d: A 
man would think, looking on them in the Sun, that they were 


of 
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. of thofe Pearls called Barroques cut intwo, they are fo cleer, 
tranfparent, and {mooth: Some of them have red or blewifh 
‘veins, which give them a very delightful luftre, according to 
the feveral afpedts are caft on them: They have the figure of 
a Snail engrav'd on that fide which is even: Being put under 
the eye-lid, they roll about the ball of the eye, and it is affirm- 
ed, that they ftrengthen and cleer the fight, and force thence 
the motes, or trafh which might have fallen into it. 


SE A-EGGES. 


Here is found in the Iland of S$. A¢fartins a produdtion of 
- the Sea, called Sea-egges, or Sea-Apples, full of fharp 
prickles rifing out of a dark-coloured fkin : But when the fith 
which rouls them is dead, they lofe all thofe prickles, which 
become afterwards of no ufe; and quitting that hard crufti- 
nefs which had encompafs’d them, they difcover the whitenefs 
of their fhells, which are intermixt with fo many comparti- 
ments and little windings, that the needle of the moft ingeni- 
ous Embroiderer would be much troubled to imitate them. 
Thefe Egges fhould rather be called Sea-Urchins or Sea-Cheft- 
nuts ; for while they are living they have the figure and co- 
lour of a little Urchin, which formes it felf like a ball, and is 
arm d of all fides, the better to deal with his enemy : Or they 
are like thofe rough prickles which encompafs the Cheftnut 
while it is upon the Tree. i 


SEA-STAR. 


i 'O confider narrowly ali the rarities to be feen inthe _ 

Sea, it might be faid, that of whatever is excellent in ~ 
the Heavens there is a certain refemblance in the Sea, which 
Is as it Were the others looking-glafs. Hence it comes, that 
there are Stars to be feen in it, having five points or beams, 
fomewhat of a yellowifth colour. . This Star is fomewhat bet- 
ter then a foot diametre, and an inch thick; the fkin is 
hard enough, and full of Jittle rifings, which adde much to 
its beauty. If thefe Sea-Stars may not enter into any compe- 
tuition with thofe of the Heavens, as to magnitude and light, 
they exceed them in this, that they are animate, and that’ 
their motion is not fore’d, and that they are not fix’d nor 
contin’d to the fame place: For the fith, which hath taken 
up its abode in this {tarry manfion, moves which way it 
pleafes onthe azure plains of the waters while the weather is 
calm, but as foon as it forefees any tempeft, out of a fear to: 
‘be fore’d to the Land, which is not fit to entertain Stars, it 
cafts eut two little anchors out of its body, whereby it is fo 
firmly fattened to the Rocks, that all the violent a j 

fo) 


Of ‘the incens’d waves cannot force it thence. It is preferv’d 
ative by the means of the nourifhment it takes bya little hole, 
which is as ‘it were its mouth, and lies juft in the centre of 
its ‘body. Some curious perfons remove thefe Stars out of 
their watery Element, and having dryed them in the Stn 

make them the ornaments of their Clofets. See 


| SEA-TREES. m 
N Or ‘can the fandy fhelfs or fholes of thofe Rocks, which 


are covered with water, endure the reproach of barren- 
nefs : For notwithftanding ‘the faltnefs whereby’ they are 4l- 
ways enclos'd, they make a fhift to produce, among the grafs 
which is wpon them, cértain Trees which are immediately 
glaz'd with a falt-peter, which renders them extremely white: 
Some conceive them to be a kind of Coral. There are taken 
up of them of feveral figures, and fo neatly made, that the eye 
cannot be cloy’d with confidering the odnefs of their thapes. 


‘SE A-F ANS. 


‘WV Here are alfo certain Paswaches, or Sea-Fans, or Sea- 

Feathers, which ate, to fpeak by way of refemblance, 
as-it wére the borders of that {pacious liquid’ Garden which 
never needs watering: They are woven very finely, and ac- 
- cording to the quality of the Rocks whereon they are rooted, 
they are of different colours: This only were to be wifh’d, 
that they had folidity enough to endurea tranfportation from 
thofe Iflands into thefe parts. 


CHAP. XX. 


OF Amber-greece , its Origine 5 and the marks of tha 
which is good, and without mixture. . 


Mber-greece is found in greateft abundance on the.Coafts 

of Florida,beyond what is had ef it in any other Coun- 

- & try of America: Whence it comes, that the Spaniards 
have built Forts there, to keep poffeffion of the Land, and 
éntertain with the Indians, who inhabit it, the Commerce of 
that rich Commodity, which they carefully gather fince they 
have been acquainted with the value of it. There hath fome- 
times been taken up of it, after extraordinary tempefts, on the 
Coafts of Tabago, Barbondos, and fome ather of the Caribbies, 
as we have received by very authentick Relasions : cian 
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which affurance, it will be no digreflion from the Natural Hi- 
ftory we treat.of, if we perfume this. Chapter with the {weet 
{cent of this Aromatick Drug, which certainly. is the rareft 
and moft. precious of all thofe productions which the Ocean 
hath yet caft up out of its vaftand unexhaufted bofom to en- 
rich that new world. ©) .- ur 
The Maldives call Amber-greece Panahambar, that is, Au- 
ber of gold, by reafon of its worth: The Inhabitants of Fez, 
Morocco, and the Zthiopians call it by the fame name as they 
do the Whale s,,whence itis probably conjecturd, that they 
thought it proceeded fromthe Whale. ,Moft certain itis, that 
neither Hippocrates, Diofcorides, nox Galen, ever heard. any 
thing of Amber-greece,.no more then they had/of the Bezo- 
ar-ftone, Guayacum, Saffafras, Saffaparila, Rhubarb, Mechoa- 


_¢han, and many other Drugs: Amber-greece therefore isone 


of thofe whereof the knowledge is wholly modern, and.the 
origine not well known... . ; ite de crit 
_ Some have imagin’d. that this Amber, not known among 
the Ancients, is an excrement of the Whales: Others are of 
opinion, that it comes from the Crocodiles, in regard their 
fleth is perfum’d: Some others are perfwaded , that they are 
pieces of Iflands, and fragments of Rocks conceal’d in the 
Sea, and carried away by the violence of the waves, foraf- 
much as there are fometimes found pieces of this Amber which 
weigh a hundred pound, and of the length of fixty hands- 
bredths, and that, as is affirmed by Ziafcot, inthe Year M.D. 
L.V, there was,a piece found neer €ape Comorin, whith 
weighd thirty hundred weight. There are alfo thofe who 
conceive it to be a kind of Sea-foam, which gathers toge- 
ther and-grows thick after a certain time by the agitation 
of the Sea-water, and is hardned by the heat of the Sun. 
But the moft probable conjecture is, that it is a kind of 
Bitumen engendred at the bottom of the Sea ; ‘and when it 
comes to be extremely agitated by fome extraordinary tem- 


_peft, it lets go this Bitumen, and forces it towards the fhores: 


for indeed it‘ is commonly found only after fome great tempelt. 
Philofiratus in the life of Apol/oniws affirms, that the Panthers 
which are neer the Mount Caacafus are very much delighted 
with the {weet {cent of that place : But certain. it is, that of 
all creatures the Birds are very great lovers of this Amber- 
greece, and that they will {cent it at a great diftance: Where- 
fore as foon as the tempeft is laid it muft be fought after.and 


. taken away, ,otherwife it will be devoured. Nor is it the 


{weet {cent of it, but the ill, which caufes the Birds to flock to 
its for this precious and admirable perfume, whenit is frefh 
and foft, and newly come out of the Sea, {mells very ftrong, 
and thofe creatures which run to it do but as they would do to 
fome carrion ;-for the fcent of it is like that of rufty bacon, 
ea iif | and 


| 
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and ’tis likely for that reafon that it was fo long ere ‘twas 
known and ufed: The Ancients judg’d of its vertue by its ill 
feent , fit rather to injure the heart then refrefh it, and fo 
they rejected itas unprofitable, nay hurtful. Befides it is not fo 
commonly, nor info great quantities found towards the Coafts 
of Greece, nor yct in Eurepe 5 and there were but very few Voy- 
ages heretofore made into the Indies. 

The Foxes do aifo think it a good difh, andeat much of it ; 
In thofe Countries where much of it is gather’d, thefe creatures 
wait at the Sea-fide, and having difcover’d any, they immedi- 
ately devour it : But having kept it a while in their bellies, they 
caft it up again before it be any way digefted 5 yet does itlofe 
fome of its vertue and {weet {cent : Whence it comes, that this 
kind of Amber-greece is lefs eftcem’d then the other, and us’d 
only in perfumes. . 

It will not be amifs hereto givethe marks whereby the true 
Amber-greece is to be diftinguifh’d from the adulterate, fince 
thofe who have written of it, as Garcias, Monard, Scaliger, 
Ferdinand Lope, Clufivs, and others, fpeak very little thereof, 

_ and affign not the eflentia] marks of it. fey 
Te isin the firft place to be obferv’d, that Amber-greece is 
generally diftinguifh’d into that which comes from the Levant 
Seas, and that which comes from the Weftern Sea: That 
which istaken up on the Coafts of the Levant, efpecially on 
thofe of Barbary, where there is much, and in great pieces had, 
is for the moft part black, aod cannot be dried {o well as to be 
reducd to powder, asthat of the Weft, let what will be ad- 
ded to promote the pulverization of it: It is alfo more eafily 
melted by the fire, hath not fo fweet a fcent, and is of alower 
value: There is little of the Amber brought into thefe parts, 
in regard it ig not much ef{teem’d, and not very ufeful either as 
to Phyfick, or Perfumes. 

The Amber-greece of the Weft, whereof the beft is that 
found on our Coafts, is commonly of an afh-colour’d grey, 
looking as if afhes were mixt with wax, yet fo asthat the afhes 
appear diftinctly, and are not perfedtly mixt with the wax: 
The upper part of it having raked along the fhore, and Jain 
more open to the air, 1s commonly of a tawny colour, or at 
leaft not fo white as it is within, hard and folid like a cruft, 
and fometimes full of fand and little fhells: which happens 
hence, that being foft as Bitumen or Pitch, fuch filth eafily 
{ticks to its and that abates fomwhat of its price, but not of its 
goodnets. 

To know whether this Amber, which is of the beft kind, be 
good , in the firft place confider the figure of it, which for 
the moft part fhould incline to roundnefs , inafmuch as all 
things that are any way foft being tofs'd toand froby the Sea 
are reduc d to a certain roundnefs: It fhould be alfo fomewhat 

S {mooth, 
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fmooth, and of a dark colour betweena dark-grey and tawny : 
If it be very dry it fhould be the lighter, proportionably to the 
bignefs of the piece: Hereby it may.be judg’d whether there 
be any mixture of Scamony, Bitumen, Wax, Pitch, or Ro- 
zin, allthefe adding much fo its weight: By the fame tryalic 
may be known whether there be any mixture of fand; asalfo 
whether it be not the black Amber-greece of the Levazt. | 

If che Owners of it are unwilling to have the piece broken, 
take aneedle heated, and thruft it into the piece, and if it enter 
eafily, coaclude there are no ftones within it 5 andif you fmell 
at the liquor which will come forth by the heat of the needle 
whereby the Amber is melted, you will find it of a fcent not 
unlike that of pumm’d wax, but at laft will end in anodour 
fweet enough. ae 

But the fureft way is, having agreed about the price of the 
piece of Amber conditionally it be good, to break it; fo you 
will find whether there be any {mall pebbles init. The Amber, 
as we faid before, muft be ofan afh-colour, having fmall fpecks, 
_as our Water-nuts: When it is frefh itis of a darker colour 
then when it is very dry: but if ie differ not much from that 
colour, and be not too black nor too white, it matters not 5 
above all it fhould appear of a mixt colour : Take alfoa little 
out of the middle of the piece, or from that part which you 
think worft, and put it ona knife heated in the fire, and it will 
prefently mele like wax, and if the knife be very hot what was 
put upon it will be quite confum’d. 

When you have thus melted it, obferve whether it hath the 
{cent we mentioned, which cannot be well known: but only to 
fuch as have made tryal thercof, becaufe it is particular there- 
to; and by that means you will alfo difcover whether therebe 
any mixture inthe Amber: You may alfo while it’ is melting 
put alittleupon your hand, and fpreading it you may fee whe- | 
ther therebe any mixture: It fhould ftick fo faftto yourhand - 
that it can hardly be got off : When it melts it becomesall of 
one colour, though before it teemed to be mixt, and inclines 
to that of fome’ kind of Rozin: It fhould not diffolve in either 
water or oy! 5 not but that there isa way to diflolveitin either 
of them, bythe addition of a certain ingredient, which thofe 
who know it would not haye difcover’d : Nor fhould it be re- 
duc’d to powder, unlefs being very dry it may be fcraped or 


grated, and be mixt with fome fine powder: Iealfofticksmuch ~ 


to the Mortar, which therefore muft be often made clean: —— 
The black will never be reduc’d to powder, neither this, nor 
any other way. a 
The difference between the black and the grey confifts ~ 
chiefly inthe colour, which inclines to that of black pitch, © 
and not mixt with whitifh-grey feeds, but all over alike: The 
black is alfo fofter and more weighty, and {mells more like 
Bitumen, | yw - Chere oe 


There is a third kind of Amber-greece, which is white, the 
rareft, as Ferdizand Lopez affirms, but not the beftashe ac- 
counts it. On the contrary, it is the moft inconfiderable of 
any, and there being no account made of it, there is very lit- 
tle tranfported: But this is indeed fome of the other kinds of 
Amber-greece, which having been devoured and digefted by 
Birds that have very hot {tomacks, turns white, as moft of the 
excrements of Birds are: That which hath been devour'd by 
Fifhes, as it happens many times, is not much alter’d cither as 
to colour or fubftance: which proceeds hence, that their fto- 
macks are not fo hot asthofe of the Birds, and perhaps finding 
the Amber-greece hotter then their ordinary fuftenance, and 
burthen’d therewith, they foon caft it up again: But what, 
had been eaten by the Fox is in a manner corrupted, and of 
little value, by reafon of-the heat of his ftomack. This white 
Amber-grecce is like falted or pickled Suet, eafily melted, and 
{mells tke tallow; whence fome conceive it is but fome kind. 
of fuet fo ordered. ' ’ 
_ Having given the marks of the right Amber-greece, we fhall 
omit the adulterations of it, becaufe they are almoft infinite ;: 
Nor thall we treat of its ufe in Phyfick, its excellent qualities, 
and efpecially the {weet {cent it gives to liquid Conferves, and 
all other things wherein it is ufed: Of thefe fome other Books 
lately, come forth, and experience may {fatisfie the curious 
Reader... ,,.):'% 


GEL APS eX, 
Of certain Creatures living partly on Land, partly inthe 
Watérs , commonly called Amphibia, which may be 
found in the Caribby-Iflands. 


E thall begin wich the Crocodile, by the Mlanders cal- 
led Cayeman : Itis a very dangerous Montter, which 
fometimes grows to an extraordinary bulk and 

length ; The Skeletons of feveral of them being frequently 
brought into thefe parts, we fhall not be fo large in our defcrip- 
tion thereof, as otherwife we might. 

This Creature keeps in or neer the Sea, and in the Rivers of 
the Iflands that are not inhabited, and fometimes on the Land 
among the Reeds, very hideous to look on: It is conceiv'dto 
live a long time, and that its body encreafeth in all its diménf- 
ons to the very laft day : Whence it isnot to be wondred, if 
there have been feen of them fome which were eighteen foot 
in length, and as big about as a Hogfhead: It hath four aay 

| S$ 2 we 


aa 


| 132 


well arm’d with crooked claws: The fkin, which is cover'd all 
over with {cales, is fo hard on the back, that a bullet from'a 
Mufket fhot at him fhall hardly make any impreflion on*it > 
butif he be hurt under the belly, or in the ‘eyes, he 1s foon 
gone: His lower jaw isimmoveable, but hath fo wide a mouth, 
and fo well'fet with fharp teeth, chat he makes nothing to divide 
a man In two. ( 286i 1603 20% 
He runs faft’ enough on land; but the weight’ of his body 
caufes him to make fo deep a'track in the fand, as a’ Coach-horfe 
might do; and having no wertebre inthe back-boné, no’more’ 
then the Hyeza’s, he goes ftreight forwards, not being ableto' 
turn his vaft body, but with much difficulty’; fo that the’ 
better to avoid his purfuit, a man’ need only turn feveral! 
times'a fide. Bet oe YG a3 IG Dea 
~ Thofe which are bred in frefh water do fo fmell of Mufk: — 
while they are alive, that the air is‘perfum'd a huridred'paees- 
about the place where they are: nay the water retains fomwhat* 
of the fame fmell. This obfervation of the fweet {cent of the’ 
Crocodile may, by the way, difcover the error of Plizy, ‘who 
imagin'd that of all living creatures only the Paxther had'a’ 
fweet {cent with it, as he fomewhere affirms, though’ in'ano- 
ther place he writes, that the entrails. of the Crocodile fmell ve" 
ry fweet, and that proceeds from the odoriferous flowers on’ 
which he feeds : Now this mufky -fcent of the Crocodile of 
America is enclos’d in certain glandules in the Emunctories, 
which he hath under the thighs, and which being taken thence 


_keep the faidfimella long time + It may be imagin’d that God 


hath be{tow’d this {cent on. them, that men and other creatures, 
which many times become the prey of thefe cruel Monfters; 
might by the fcent difcover the place where they lurk, and 
avoid them. | | 

~ Thofe which have theirabode inthe Sea have no f{mell' of 
mufk, but both kinds are very dangerous,, and to be dreaded 
by fuch as either go to wafh themfelves, or are forc’d to crofs 
fome river by {wimming: This dreadful Monfter_hath a 
ftrange fleight to make‘ his prey of Oxen and Cows Ae ad 
them will lye lurking at thofe places of the Ponds and Rivets 
where thofe creatures are wont to water’, and finditg one at his 
advantage, he half:fhuts hiseyes, and floats onthefaceof the: 
water, as if it were'a piece of rotten’ wood’; by‘ whieh means 
getting neerer and neerer to the poor beaft which isa drinking, 
and’is not aware‘of him, he immediately’ faftens’ on him, ta- 
king him by the'lips, and forcing him’ under water, he drowns’ 
him, and'then'feeds om him: He taketh ‘men alfoby the fame 
fleight, asis affirmed by Vincent le Blanc, who hath a Relation 
of the fervant of a Conful of Alexandria, who going to taker 
dné of ‘thefe cruel beafts; thinking it had been a piece of wood, . 
was drawn by it to the bottom, and never {een afterwards. 
oe 7 ‘There 
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There are abundance of thefe nionftrous Crocodilesin thofé 
Tflands, which from them are called the Iflands of Cayewsan, 
and not frequented but only in the time of Tortoife-fithing : 
For having pick’d out the bef{t meat out of the Tortoife, and’ 4 
great deal caftaway, the Crocodiles come in great numbets in 
the night time to feed on the entrails and carcafes left on thé 
fand: Sothatthofe who are watching for the Tortoifés aré 
oblig'd to carry about them great wooden Leavers to keep off 
- thofe Cayemans, which they many times kill, having firft broken 
their backs with thofe Leavers. : | 3h 
_ Thefé creatures havea whitifhfat,which was heretofore ufed — 
by Phyficiansin fluxions proceeding from a cold caufe; it being 
hot, and confifting of fubtile parts: Upon the farne account 
were fuch.as had Fevers rubb’d therewith upon the approach of 
their fits, to caufe fweating: Many’ other properties are attri- 
buted to the Crocodile by Pli#y, in order to the ‘curing of dift 
eafes = Some are very defirous to get certain little Mtones, like 
fittlebones, which are in his head, and having reduced them 
to powder, they, ufe them to clear the Reins of Gravel 
Some alfo affirm, thar rhe fharpeft reeth of this: Animal, which 
are on the fide of each jaw, cure the Tootli-athy and pre- 
ferve the teeth from corruption, being only rubbed every-day 
therewith- There are in like manner m the heads of Dragons, 
and Toads, ftones good againft feveral difeafes : So’ the cruti 
Requiems, by us before defcribed, afford a remedy again{t the 
Stone and. Gravel. ‘Thus hath it pleas’d the wile Author of 
Nature, that we fhould have fome advantages from thofe 


creatures which are otherwife moft pernicious. 

_ The Chinefes have a way to take and ramethefe Crocodiles, 
as fome Hiftorians affirm: And when they have bred them a cer- 
taintime, and made them fat enough, they kill‘ them, and feed 
on them.: But the Evropeans who have talted thereof, affirm, 
their flefh, though white and delicate, is not pleafant to the 
tafte, as being too lufhious, fweetifh, and retaining much‘ of 
die mutk: 07 021) 3% ° i 

” “TORTOISES. 

‘Here are taken in thefe Iflands feveral forts of Tortoises, 
“EL for there are Land-Tortoifes, Sea-Tortoifes , and Frefh- 
water-Tortoifes, whicharé of different figures : The Caribbians 
call them all by the name of CataVow’; but whemthey fpeak of 
the Land-Tortoifes, they adde the word Nozum, which in their 
Language fignifies the Earth, or that of Towa, that is to fay, 
of the Riveror Water. | ed . 

_ The Sea-Tortoifes are commonly divided by the Iflanders 
into three kinds, that which’ the French call Tortue Franche, 
that called'Caovanne, and the Carets : They are all of them al- 
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The Tortne-Franche, and the Caouannes are commonly of fo 
vaft a bulk, that the upper fhell is about four foot and a half in 
length , and four in bredth: Which is not to be much ad- 
mired, fince that in Aaurice- Iffand there are fome which having 
four menon their backs, are neverthelefs abletogo. Alzan 


_ relates, that the Inhabitants of Taprobana cover their houfes 


therewith: And if we may credit Diedorws Siculus, certain 
Nations of the Eaft-Indies convert them into Boats, in which 
they will crofsa great arm of the Sea that lies between them 
and the Continent. 

Thefe Amphibious creatures feldom come to Land, but on- 


- Jyto difpofe of their Egges, in order to propagation: Tothat 


end they make choice of a very light fand which they findon 


the Sea-fide, in fome place not much frequented, and to which 

they may have eafie accefs. mee 
‘The Iflanders, who atacertain feafon of the year go to the 

Conse iets , to make provifion of the meat of Tor- 
toifes which come to land there in infinite numbers, affirm, that 
they make their recourfe thither from all parts within a hun- 
dred leagues and more to lay their egges, by reafon ‘of the 
eafinefs of the accefs, the fhore being flat, and cover'd witha 
foft fand: The Tortoifes come to land about the latter end of 
April, and their landing continues till September, and then may 
they be taken in abundance; whichisthus performed. 

. Atthe clofe of the evening fome men are fet afhore, who 
lying on the fands without making any noife, watch the Tor- 
toifes when they come out of the Sea to lay their egges in the 
fand; and when they perceive that they are got a good way 
from the Sea-fide, and hear them making a deep hole in the 


fand with their claws, into which being a foot anda halfdeep, _ 


and fometimes more, they lay the egges, they come and fur- 
prizethem at that employment, and turn them upfide-down 5 
and being in that pofture they are not able to recover them- 
felves, but continue fo till the next day thatthey arebrought 


thence in Shallops to the Ships : When they are thusturned — 
upfide-down, they are obferv'd to fhed tears, and are heardto © 


figh. “Tis generally knownthat the Stag weeps when he is put 
to his extremities: And it is almoft incredible what cries and 


groans proceed. from the Crocodiles about. the Nz/e, and what 


tearsthey {hed when they find themfelves taken. 
The Sea-men of thofe Ships which go tothe Cayeman- lands 
totakein their loading of Tortoifes, may every night in lefs 


then three hours turn forty or fifty of them, the leaft whereof 


weighs a hundred and fifty pound, and the ordinary ones two 
. doer ms , ~ hundred 
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hundred pound 5 nay fome of them will have two great pails 


full of egges in their bellies: Thefe egges are*round , and 


about the bignefs of a Tennis-ball 5 they have white and yolk 


- like Hens-egges, but the fhellis not fohard, but foft, feeling as 


if it were wet parchment. The Fricajeys and Omeletts made 
of them azc good enough, but a little drier then thofe 
made with Hens-egges. There isfo much meat about one 


_ Tortoife as may well maintain fixty perfons a whole day: 


When they are defirous to eat of them, they cut off the thell 
which is under the belly from that on the back, unto which it 
is joyn’d by certain griftles which areeafily cut - What Tor- 
toifes are taken by the Sea-men in the night, finds them work 


all day to cut into pieces and falt them. Moft of the Ships 


- 


which come to thefe Cayerzan-Iflands, after they have taken in 
their loading, that is, after fix weeks or two moneths continu- 
ancethere, returnto the Caribbies, where they fell that falted 
Tortoife; and it becomes the fuftenance of the ordinary fort of 
people, and the flaves. . 7 | 

But the Tortoifes that have efcaned, having laid their egges 
at two or three feveral times, return to the place whence they 
came, the egges which they have cover’d with fand on the 


Sea-fide being about fix weeks after hatch’d by the heat of the 


~ Sun, and not by their looking on them, as Plizy, and fome of 


the Ancients imagined: as foon as the young Tortoifes have 
broken the fhells wherein they were inclos’d, they make their 
way threugh the fand, andget out of the grave which gave 
them birth, and by an inftinct of nature go {treight to the Sea 
to the old ones. 

The meat of this kind of Tortoife 1s as dainty as any Veal, 
fo it be frefh, and kept but one day: It is intermixt with fat, 
which when it isdrefs’d isofa greemfh yellow: Ic is of eafie 
digeftion, and very wholfom, whence itcomes, that thofe fick 
perfons who cannot recover in the other Iflands are carried to 
that purpofe to the Cayemans in the Ships that go for Tor- 
toifes; and’ commonly, having refrefh’d, and purg’d themfelves 
with that dict, they return thence perfeCily recover'd. The 
fat of this kind of Tortoife yields an oyl, which while it is 
frefh is good enough to’fry withall, being {tale it is employ’d 
in Lamps. 


CAOUANNE. 


*4~He Tortoife called the Cazouanne isof the fame figureas 
the precedent, fave that the head of it isa little big- 


' ger: This ftands upon the defenfive when people come neer 


toturnit; but the meat of it being black, full of ftrings, and 
of ill tafte, there is no account made of it, but only where 
other is not to be had; the oylalfo got from it is good only for 
Lamps. : CARETS, 


SB 
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CARETS. 


He third kind of Sea-Tortoife, called by the French Ca- 
_ ret, differs fromthe two others in bignefs , as being 
much Jefs, and that it lays not its egges inthe fand, but ina kind 


of gravel which is mixt with {mall pebbles: The meat of this 


Tortoife is not pleafant , but the egges more delicate then 
thofe of the other twekinds: It would be as little regarded as 


the Caovanne, were it not fought after for its preciousfhell: It 


confifts of fifteen greater and leffer leaves or pieces, ten where- 
of are flat and even, foura little bending, and that which co- 
vers the neck, made triangle-wife, hollow like a little buckler : 
All the fhells of an ordinary Caret may weigh three or four 
pound ; but there have been fome taken whofe fhells have been 
fo large and fothick, rhat alltogether have weigh’d about fix 
or feven pounds. | : 

Of the fhell of this kind of Tortoife are made Combs, Cups, 
Boxes, Cafes, Cabinets, and fo many excellent things of great 
price : It alfo enriches Houfhold-ftuff; the borders of Looking- 
glaffes and Pictures, and is ufed now in the covering of Pocket- 
books of Devotion. To get this precious fhell, they puta lit- 
tle fire under the upper fhell which confifts of fo many pieces; 
and as foon as they feel the heat they are eafily taken off with 
the point of a knife. ! 3 

Some affirm, that this. kind of Tortoife is fo vigorous, that 
its fhell being taken away it will get another if it be immediate- 
ly caftintothe Sea. The moft plentiful fifhing for thefe Tor- 
toifes is at the Pewinfula of Jucatan, and feveral little Ilands 


Boox 1. ' 


within the Gulf of Hoxdures : So that honeft Pirard was ° 


ill-inform’d, who in his Treatife of the Animals and Fruits 
of the Eajt-Indies, Chap.2.affirmes, that this kinde of Tor- 
toife is to be found only in the Adaldivos and the Philippine- 
Lands. i 

It isaffirmed by fome, that the oyl of this kindof Tortoife 


helpeth all kinds of Gouts proceeding from cold caufes: It is. 


alfo very fuccefsfully ufed to ftrengthen the Sinews, to take 
away the pain of the Reins, and cure all cold Fluxions and 
Diftempers. 

Having given fo particular an account of the Tortoifes, 
it will not be amifs to adde thereto the manner how they 
are fifh’d for, and how all the great fithes of the Caribbies 
are taken, | 


How 
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How the Tortoifes and other great Fifhes aretaken 
in the Caribbies. 


He Sea-T ortoifes are not only taken upon the fand, as we 
ihew’d before, but alfo by means of an Inftrument, 
which is a pole about the length of a half-pike, ar the end 
whereof there is faften’d a nail pointed at both ends, which is 
{quare inthe midft, and about the bignefs of a mans little fin- 
er: Some make notches on that fide of it which ftands out of 
the wood, that it may take fafter hold when it is entred into the 
thell of the Tortoife. 

In the night time, the Moon fhining and the Sea calm, the 
Maftter-fifher being in a little boat with two others, one ar the 
Oar to turn it of any fide as faft as ever he can, that the boat 
may go much fafter and with lef$ noife then if it were row'd; 
the other is in the midft of the Canow or Boat, holding the 
line which is faften’d to the nail, and in a readinefs to draw it 
it as foon as the inftrument hath done execution on the 
Tortoife. 

Being thus provided, they go where they think to find of 
them; and when the Mafter-fifher, who ftands up on the fore- 
part of the Canow, perceives one of them by the glittering of 
the Sea, which by getting up ever and anon to the faceof the 
water it caufeth tofoam, hedirectshim who guides the little 
veffel to make to the place where he would havehim, and be- 
ing gently gotneer the Tortoife, he violently darts the inftru- 
ment into its back: The nail piercing the fhell, gets alfo a 
good way intothe flefh, and the wood keeps up above the wa- 
ter: As foon asthe fifh finds it felf hurt,ic finks downto thebot- 
tom with the nail {ticking faft in the fhell : And the more it 
{trives and ftruggles, the more it isentangled. Ac laft having 
wearied it felf} and {pent its forces in {triving by reafon of its 
TofS of blood, it fuffers it felf to be eafily taken, and is either 
taken into the Canow, or drawn tothe fhore. » ‘i 
After the fame manner they alfo take Lamantins, and feveral 
other great fifhes ; but inftead of the nail there is put intothe 
wooden inftrumenta great hook, or a {mall dart of iron made 
likethat of a fharp lance: On one fide of that piece of iron 
thereisa hole, through which there paffeth a line, which isal- 
fo woond about the dart, fothat when it is darted into the fifh, 
the line eafily is letloofe, that it may have the liberty to tum- 
ble up and down in the water, and when it hath {pent its forces, 
. and reduc’dto extremity, if it cannot be gotten into the Ca- 
now, it is eafily drawnto the fhore, where they divide it into 
quarters. va 


Tt Land- 
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.. Land-Tortoifes, and Frefh-water-Tortoifes. 


He Land-Tortoifes are found in fome [lands neer the 
frefh-water Rivers, which are leaft fubje& to inundati- — 
ons, or in the ponds and fenny places that are fartheft from the 
Sea: They are cover'd all over with a hard and folid fhell, © 
which is not to be rais'd by feveral pieces or leaves, as thofe of 
the Sea-Tortoifes, and it is fo thick in all parts, that it fecures 
the Animal living within it from any hurt, and will not be 
broken even though the wheels of a loaden Cart fhould go 
over it. But what isyet more ftrange, is, that the creature 
never finds this. moving lodging too narrow for him; for it 
grows larger proportionably as the body of the pofleffor’ 
grows bigger: The upper covering is in fome of them about a 
foot and a half inlength: it isof an oval figure, fomewhat hol- 
low like a Buckler, and on the outfide hath feveral ftreaks, 
which as it were divide it into fo many compartiments, witha 
certain obfervance of Symmetry: Ali thefe intermixtures are 
laid on a black ground, which in feveral places is enamell’d with 
white and yellow. 

This kind of Tortoife hath a very ugly head, like that of a 
Serpent: It hath no teeth, but only jaws, which, are ftrong 
enough to break what it would {wallow down: It is Supported. 
by four feet, fomewhat weak to fuftain the weight of its body 5 
nor does it upon purfuit truft much to them: Forif he benot 
neer fome river or pond into which he may caft himfelf, he: 


places all refuge and fafety in the covering of his manfion, un-, 


der which likea Hedg-hog he immediately drawsin his head, 
feet and tail, upon the firft apprehenfion of any danger. 

The Female lays egges about the bignefs of thofe of Pige- 
ons, buta little longer: Having coverd them with fand, fhe 
leavesthemto be hatch’d by the Sun. Though there befome 
who hold that the meat of thefe Land-T ortoifes is of hard di- 
geftion, yet thofe who have eaten thereof rank it among the 
moft delicate difhes of America: The Phyficians of the Coun- 
try advife thofe who are inclin’d to Dropfies to ufe it often for, 
a preventive: They have alfo found by experience, that the 
blood of thefe Tortoifes dried and reduc’d to powder takes 
away the poyfon of Vipers and Scorpions, being apply'd to the. 
wound : It is alfo certain, that the afhes of their fhells mixe 
withthe white of anegge cures thechaps in Nurfing-womens. 
nipples; and if the head be powder’d therewith, it prevents 
the falling of the Hair. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIL 


Containing the particular Defcriptions of feveral forts 
Of Crabs or Crab-fifh , commonly found in ‘the 


of . > 
Garibbies. 


Crab-fifh, which are a kind of amphibious Crevices, 


Tc: are found in al! the Carzbby-Hflands certain Crabs or 


and very good meat,whereas thofe of Braft! are unplea-. 


fant, inafmuchas they {mell of the Juniper-root. Accerding- 
ly the Indian Inhabitants very highly efteem theirs, and make 
them their ordisary entertainment :: They are all of an oval 
figure, having the tail turning in under the belly : Their bo- 
dies, which are’ cover'd all over witha hell hard enough, is fup- 
ported by feveral fect which are all full of little prickles, which 
facilitate their/climbing up to thofe places whither they would 
get up: The'two fore-feet are very big, and of thofe one is 
foméwhat bigger then the other : The French call thefe two 
fore-feet or claws, Aordants, fignificantly enough, forafmuch 
‘as'with thefe'they twitch and fecure whatfoever they have 


fafténed on: The fore-part which is fomewhat broader, and | 


ftands up higher then the other, hath ftanding a little out two 
eyes, which are folid, tranfparent, and of feveral colours : Their 
mouths are arméd with two little white teeth difpos’d on each 
fide likea pair of fharp pincers, wherewith they cut the leaves 
of Fruits, and the roots of Trees on which they feed. 


TOURLOUROUW. 


Here are three kinds of them, differing in bignefs andco- 


lour, of which the leaft are thofe commonly called 
Tourlourous: They have a red fhell marked with black-fpots 5 
they are plcafant enough to the tafte, but in regard there is 
much picking work about them, and but little to be gotten 
from them, and that it is conceived they incline people tothe 
bloody flux, they are ufed only in cafe of neceffity. 


W HITE-CRABS. 
Here are others all white, and have their. abodes at the 
# footof Trees on the Sea-fide, in certain holes which 
they make inthe ground, into whichthey retreat, as the Co- 
nies do into their Clappers or Hutches: Thefe are the biggeft 


of all the kinds, nay there have been thofe taken which have 


had in one of their claws as much meat as an egge might con- 
. T 2 tain, 
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tain, andias delicate as that of the River-Crevices: They are 
feldom {een in the day times; but in the night they come in 
multitudes out of their holes to feed under the Trees 5 and it 
is then that they are taken with the help of a Lanthorn or 
Torches: They delight very much to be under the Arched- 
Indian-Fig-tree, and other Trees which are on the Sea-fide, 
and in the moft fenny places: If a man fhall fearch into the 
ground, or inthe fand toget them outof their lurking places, 
he fhall always find halt their bodies in water, as moft of the 
other amphibious creatures are. , 


P AINTED-CRABS. 


Ut thofe of the third kind, which as to bulk is between 
the two others before mentioned, are the moft beautiful, 

the moftto be admired, and the moft efteem‘d of all: They 
are indeed much of the fame figure with the precedent; but 
according to the feveral Iflands, and different foils wherein 
they are bred, they are painted with fo many colours, and 
thofe fo beautiful and lively, that there eannot be a greater di- 
vertifement then to fee thefe creatures at mid-day creeping un- 
der the Trees where they feck for their fuftenance: Of fome of 
them the bodies are of a violet colour intermixt with white : 
others are cf a bright yellow interlaced with feveral fmall 
greyith and purple lines, which begin at the mouth and are 
drawn down over theback: Nay there arefome which upona 
dark-colour'd ground are ftreaked with red, yellow and 
green, which makes the richeft mixture of colours that can be 
imagin’d; looking on them at a little diftance a man would 
think, that alithofe delightful colours wherewith they are na- 
turally enamell’d, were not yet fully dry, fuch is their bright- 
nefs, or that they were newly varnifh’d over to give them the 


' greater luftre. 


Thefe Painted Crabs are not like the white ones, which dare 
not appear in the day time; for thefe are to be feen marning 
andevening, and after the rains under the Trees, where they 
recreate themfelves in great companies together: They will 
alfo fuffera man tocome neer enough to them; butas foonas 
they perceive him make any attempt to take them (which is 
beft done with alittle wand, it being too dangerousto employ 
the hands) they make their retreat without turning their backs 
on thofe that purfue them, and as they go back they fhew their 
teeth, and opening their defenfives, which are thofe two 
Claws or Mordants they have in their feet, they therewith de- © 
fend their whole body, and they ever andanon ftrike them one’ 
againft another to frighten their enemies: And in that pofture 
they get into their forts, which are commonly under the root, 
or in the cleft of fome rotten Tree, or that of fome ae 

hefe 
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Thefe Crabs have this natural inftinct , to go every year 


about Jd4ay, in the feafon of the rains, to the Sea-fide to wath 
themfelves, and difburthen themfelves of their egges, in order 
to the perpetuation of their fpecies: They come down from 
the Mountains in fuch multitudes,that the high-ways and woods 
are covered with them; and they have this ftrange direction 
given them, that they take their way towards that part of the 
Iland where there are Creeks and defcents, whereby they may 
the more eafily come to the Sea. 

The Inhabitants are at that time very much annoy'd by 
them, inregard they fill their Gardens, and with their little 
Murdants they cut the Peafe and young Plants of Tobacco: 
They obferve fuch an order in this defcent, that they look like 
an Army marching in rank and file:they never break their ranks, 
and whatever they meet with by the way, Houfes, Mountains, 
Rocks, or other obftacles, they attempt to get over them, 
that they may go on ftill in a ftrait line: Twice a day they 
make a halt, during the greateft heat, both to feed and rett 
themfelves a while: But they make greater journies in the 
_nightthenin the day, till at laft they get tothe Sea-fide. 

Whenthey are upon this expedition they are fat, and good 
to eat; the Males being full of meat, and the Females of 
egges: And indeed during that time, a man may have of them 
at hisdoor : Nay fometimes they come into the houlesit the 
palizadoes be not clofe enough, and that chey meet with a 
place to getin at : The noife they make in the night time is 
greater then that of the Mice, and keeps people from fleeping : 
When they are come to the Sea-fide, having refted themfelves 
alittle, and confider’d the Sea as the nurfe of their young ones, 
they approach fo neer it, that they wath themfelves three or 
four times in the little waves which gently rife and fall on the 
fand: then having retired into the Woods or neighbouring 
Plains to recover their wearinefs, the Females return a fecond 
time to the Sea, and having wafh'd themfelves a little, they 
open their tails, which are commonly thruft up under the belly, 
and fhake out the egges faften’d thereto into the water: After 
which having once more wafh’d themfelves, they return in the 
‘ame order in which they came thither. 

The ftrongeft of them foon recover the Mountains, every 
one making tothe quarter from whence he came, and by the 
fame way through which he had pafs'd before: But then, that 
is, intheir return, they are for the moft part fo weak and lean, 
that they are forc’'d to make fome ftay in the next fields they 
come at to refrefh themfelves, and retrive their former vigour 
before they can get up to the tops of Mountains. 

Asto the Egges thus committed to the Sea, having been caft 
up by it on the fofter kind of fand, and warm’d fome time by 
the beams of theSun, they are at lafthatch’d, and become ir 
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tle Crabs, whereof there may be feen millions about the bignefg 

ofa large farthing, getting into the neighbouring buthes till 
fuch time as they are {trong enough to get to the old onesin the 

Mountains. | Soy cayind 

~ Another confiderable thing in thefe'Crabs, is, that oncea 
‘year, to wit, after their return’ from the Sea, they aré under 

ground for the {pace of fix weeks, fo that there is not one of 
them to be feen: During this time they change their {kin or 

fhell, and become wholly new: They work out the earth fo 

neatly at the entrance of their retreats, that there is'no hole to 


be feen; which they do to prevent their taking of any air 5 


. ‘for whenthey put off their old coat, their whole body is‘as it 
were naked,’ being only cover’d with a very thin pellicle, 


which growsthicker and harder by degrees, till it come to'the 


_ folidity of the fhell they had put off. 


~ Monfienr du Montel relares, that he purpofely caufed fome 
places to be digg’d where it was likely there were of them hid- 
den: Having met with them, he found them wrapp’d in leaves 
of Trees, which no doubt was their fuftenance, and fervd 
them for a neft during that retixement 5 but they were'fo weak 
and unable to encure the air, that they feemed as it were half 
dead, though fai enough, and excellent meat, and as fuch high- 
ly efteemed by the Inhabitants - Clofe by them he found the 
fhe!l they had put off, which feem’d to be as entire as if the 
animal had been frill within it: And what was ftrange, though 
he look’d very narrowly, yet hardly could he find any hole, or - 
cleft at which the body of it might get out of that prifon : But 
having view'd it very exactly, he found a little disjunction neer 
the tail, at which the Crab had flipped out. 
~’ They are commonly drefs'd as the'Crevices in thefe parts 
are; but the more delicate will take the time and pains, after ‘ 
they are boiled, to pick out all that is good in the claws, and 
to extrac a certain oily fubftance which is inthe body, and by 
fome called Taumaly, and to fry all together with the egges of 
the female, putting thereto a little of the Country Pepper, 
and fome juice of Oranges 5 and thismakes it one of the moft 
dainty difhes in the Carzbbies. 

In thefe grounds where there are many of the Trees called 
Manchenillos, the Crabs which feed under them, or eat of the 
fruit, havea venemous quality, infomuch that thofe who eat 
thereof fall dangeroufly fick: But in other parts they are whol- 
{Om enough, and astheCrevices in Exrope are numbred among 
the‘delicacies: Such as are careful of their health open them 
them beforethey eat thereof, and if they be black within they 


‘ think them dangerous, and ufe them not. 


CHAP. 


Gar XXIII. The Garibby-Iflands. 


CHAP. XXIII. 


Of Thunder, Earth-quakes, and the Tenpelts fometimes 
happening inthe Caribbies. 


be fubject to fome defect , fpot or mole; fo thefe 

Iflands having all the excellencies and advantages be- 
fore reprefented , have alfo fome imperfections and. defects 
which take off much of their luftre, and abate of the enjoy- 
- ments and pleafures they might otherwife afford: We {hall 
givea fhert account of the principal inconveniences happening 
there, and the remedies which may be apply’d thereto. 


THUNDER. 


‘ey thofe Thunder may be named in the firft place, which 
though never heard on the Coafts of Perz, is in thefe 
Iflands fo frequent, and in many places fo dreadful, that by its 
- terrible claps it forces the moft confident into terrour and afto- 
nhment. 


A S there is hardly any face fo beautiful, but that it may 


EARTH-OUAKES. 


| ee ari do alfo fometimes produce very fad effects, and 
fhake the very foundations of the Earth fo violently, 
that they make a man reel in thofe places where he might 
think himfelf moft fafe: But through Gods goodnefs thefe 
happen very feldom, and in fome places the agitation is not 
fo great. ! 


HURRICANE. 


Ww is moft to be feared is a general confpiracy of all — 
the Winds, which goes about the Compafs in the 
fpace of 24hours, and fometimes inlefs. This is that which is 
called a Hurricane, and happens commonly in the moneths of 
July, Auguft, or September : at other times there is no fear of it. 
Heretofore it happened but once infeven years, and fometimes 
feldemer 5 but within thefe few years it hath happened once 
every two years, nay in one year there happened two of them: 
Nay not Jong after Monfieur Auber was fent to command in 
chief at Gardeloupe, there were three Hurricanes in one year. 
This kind of Tempeft is fo violent, that it breaks and unroots 
Trees, deprives thofe it takes not away of all verdure, makes 
defolate whole Forefts, removes Rocks from the tups of Moun- 
‘i : ‘tains, 
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tains, and ‘cafts them into the Valleys, overthrows Houfes, 


- carries away the Plants it hath fore’d out of the Earth into the 


Sea, makes a general watte of all it meets with in the Fields 5 
and in a word, leaves famine all over the Country, which 
groans alongtime afterthat difafter, and will be a long time 
ere it recovers the ruines occafion’d thereby. 

Nor does the Hurricane all this mifchief only by Land, but 
it raifes withall fuch a tempeft on the Sea, that it feems to be 
mixt and confounded with the Air and the Sky: It breaks to 
pieces the Ships that happen tobe on the Coatts: at that time, 
cafting fome upon'the fhores, and {wallowing-ethers into the 
Abyfies of the Deep: So that thofe which efcape fhipwrack at 
fuch a time, are extreamly oblig'd to acknowledg the great 
mercy of God towards them. ©.” : 2 ha 

Thofe who obferve the figns preceding this Tempeft, have 
particularly noted thefe; That a little beforeit happens the 
Sea becomes of a fudden fo calm andeven, that there appears 
not the leaft wrinkle on her face ; That the Birds by.a natural 
inftiné come down in multitudes from the Mountains, where 
they maketheir ordinary abode, to retire into:the Plains and 
Valleys, wherethey keep onthe ground to fecure themfelves 
again{t the injuries of the cruel weather which they forefee 
coming ; And that the Rain which falls a little before is bitter 
and falt, asthe Sea-water. ; 

It is not many years fince that there happen’d a memorable 
example of this Tempeft upon feveral Ships lying in the Road 
of S. Chriftophers loaden with Tobacco, and ready to fet fail; 
For they were all broken to pieces and caft away, and the 
Commodities wholly loft: Whereof there follow’d another 
ftrange and‘unexpected accident, which was, that moft of the 
fith upon the Coaft was poyfoned by the Tobacco: The$ea 
feem’d ina manner cover’d with thofe poor creatures, which 
turn’d upfide-down and languifhing floated onthe face of the 
water, and came to dye on the fhore. 4 

Nor are thefe difafters particular only to the New-World, 
but there have been feen in France , and other places fuch _ 
dreadful *Tempefts as: might well be accounted Hurricanes, 
In the year M.D.XCIX. there rofe neer Bourdeaux {uch a vio- 
lent wind, that it broke and unrooted moft of the great Trees 
which were able to refit, efpecially the Wall-nut-trees, whofe 
boughs are commonly very large, and tranfported fome of 
them above five hundred paces from the place where they 
grew: But the weaker Trees which gave way were {pared: 
The Palace of Porcfiers receiv’d much hurt; divers Steeples 
were batter’d, and ‘that of Cangres neer Saumur quite blown 
down: Some perfons on horfe-back in the fields were carried 
above fixty paces out of their way For the {pace of fix or fe- 
ven leagues,’as far as it blew, there was nothing but ruine and) 
eonfufion. | [To 


~ 
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[ Tothis place may be reduced, among others, that Tempeft 
which happen’d here in Exgland at the removal out of this 
world of the late Ufurper Oljver Cromwels the mifchiefs 
whereof are yet frefh in mens minds; asalfo that in Febrwary, 
1661. | 4 

To give an example of a Hurricane that fhew'd its malice 
herein Ewrope, particularly onthe Sea, we fhall addethe Copy 
of a Letter froma Merchant of Kochel to a Correfpondent of 
his at Rowen, dated January the 30th, M.DC.XLV. 

** We have beenina very fad condition thefe two days, by 
** reafon of the extraordinary Tempeft which began Saturday 
“night laft, the 28th of this month, and continues yet: We fee 
* from our Walls between thirty and forty Ships caft away,and 
“fore'd tothe fhore, moft Englifh bottoms, and abundance of 
** Merchandize loft: One of thefe Ships of 200 Tun burthen 
*° was caft neer a Wind-mill, which is twelve foot higher then 
** any tide was ever feen; for the Tempeft was not only in the 
* Air, but it alfo forc’d the Sea much beyond its ordinary li- 
€* mits, infomuch that the fpoil it hath done by Land very 
** much exceeds the lofs of the Ships. All the Salt onthe low 
°° Marfhes was carried away 3 all the Wheat on the lower 
“‘srounds and reduced marches overflown: And in the Ifle 
*“of Ree the Sea crofsd it from one fide to the other, fpoil’d 
‘* abundance of Vineyards, and drown’d much Cattel. Inthe 
‘© memory of man the Sea never came up fo high; nay it came 
“to fome places almoft a league within the Land: So that 
*thofe who have been at S. Chriftophers affirm, that the Hur- 
“ricanes happening there are not more dreadful then this 
“*'Tempeft was here: The wind was North-weft: The lofs 
“both on Sea and Land is valued at five hundred thoufand 
** Crowns: ’Tis conceiv’d there is as much Salt loft as would 
** have freighted two hundred Ships of three hundred Tun a 
“piece. There are alfo Joft fome Dutch Ships neer the Ifle of 


“Ree, at Bourdeaux , and Bayonne, which were very richly 


“laden. Whence it appears that thefe Tempefts are as violent 
** in Exrope.as thofe fo much feared in the Caribbies. 

But in thofe parts, fome to fecure themfelves from thefe 
Storms forfaketheir houfes, out of a fear to be over-whelm’d 
in their ruines, and make their abode in Caves and the clefts 
of Rocks, or lye flat on the ground in the open fields, till they 
be over: Others run to fome houfe neer them, which they 


think fo ftrongly built, asthat it may elude the fhocks of that 


Tempeft; for now there are in the Caribbies many ftructures 
that in a manner defie the violence thereof: Nay there are fome 
will get into the little Huts built by the Negroes,in imitation of 


_thofe of the Caribbians 5 for it hath been found by experience, 


that thefe Hutts, being round and having no place open but the 
door, and whereof the Rafters ftand upon the ground, are 
u com- 
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commonly fpared whenthe higheft houfes are remov'd from 
one place to another, if not quite verthrown by the impetu- _ 
ous agitation of the winds raifing this Tempett. 


os 


CHAP. XXIV. 


Of fome other Inconveniences of the Country, and the 
| remedies thereof. 


fhake the very foundations, and blaft the beauty of the , 

: Caribby-Iflands , there are {ome other Inconveniences 
which muchannoy the Inhabitants, though hot fomuch tobe 
feared asthe precedent. Thefe we have referv’d to be the fub- 
ject of: this laft Chapter, wherein out of the defire we have to 
contribute all lyes in us to the well-being and fatisfaction of 
thofe amiable Colonies, we fhall propofe the remedies which 
the experience of the ancient Inhabitants, and the judgment of 
feveral eminent Phyficians have found moft proper and effectu- 
al tofecure them from thofe dangerous confequences. 


MOU STICOES, and MARINGOINS. 


i Paley isthen, inthe firft place, afortof very {mall Flies, 
by fome called Atoufticoes, whichare felt commonly be- 
fore they are feen: But in thae little weak body there is fo 
fharp and venemous a fting, as caufing animportunate itch 
that will not be fatisfi'd till the fkin be {eratch’d off, the wound 
degenerates into a dangerous Ulcer if fome remedy be not ~* 
apply'd. _.. | : 
There is another kind fomwhat bigger, and making a noife 
dike that of the Flies, feen in thefe parts neer ponds and fenny 
places, by fome of the Inhabitants of the Caribbies called A4a- 
ringoins : They do the fame effect with the former, being © 
arm’d with a little {ting which pierces through cloaths, na 
through the Hammocks, or hanging-beds on which people reft 
themfelves : But both kinds have this particular to them, that’ 
they never do any mifchief, but they before-hand proclaim a 
war, and founda charge with their little Trumpet, which ma- 
ny times does more frighten then their ftinging hurts. 
_ Toavoid the annoyance of thefe two hrrle Infeéts, the In- 
habitants place their houfes on a little eminency, give them air « 
onall fides, and cut downall the Trees which may hinder the 
Eaft-wind, which is the ordinary wind blowing in thofe Ilands, 
and which drives away thefe wicked and importunate enemies : 
| Thofe 


Bin the Thunder, Earth-quakes and Hurricanes, which 
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Thofealfo who ‘have their lodgings and beds very clofe are 


not fo much troubled therewith. dey’ 

But if notwith{tanding thefe precautions any be annoy’d 
thereby, they need\only take Tobacco in the room, or makea 
fire chat fhall fmoak much, and thefe difturbers of mens reft 
‘willbe gone: And if they have {tung any one, and he be de- 
firous to be rid of the itch which follows, let him only wet the 
place ftung with Vinegar, or the juyce of the leifer kind of Ci- 
’ tron, and he fhall have eafe. | 


WASPES and SCORPIONS. 


Afpes alfo and Scorpions are common in mott of thefe 

Iilands: Thefe Vermin are of the fame figure and as 
dangerous as thofe of the fame kinds in moft parts of Exrope : 
The ftingings of Wafpes are helped by the juice of Rue-leaves, 
and perfectly cured by a fomentation of the fovereign remedy 
againft al] forts of poyfons, which.is given out under the fa- 
mous name of Orvictaz; and that of Scorpions hath its reme- 
dy in the beaft it felf, which mu(t be crufh’d upon the place af- 
fected, or for want thereof, recourfe muft be had to the cyl 
called Scorpion-oy!, which fhould be common inal! thofe parts 
where thefe Tnfects are fo. 


MANCHENILLG. 


N moft of thefe Iflands there. grow certain Trees called by 
 fome Manchenillo-trees, beautiful to the eye, bearing leaves 
like thofe-of Crab-trees, and a fruit called Atanchenillo, like an 
Appiws-apple ; for itis {treaked with red, extreamly fair, and of 
a pleafant fcent, iafomuch that one can hardly forbear tafting it 
if he be not betore-hand acquainted with its dangerous quaii- 
ty; forthough itbe fweetin the mouth, yetis it fofacal that 
being eaten itfends amantofleep, not for 24 hours, (asa cer- 
tain feed of Per, and an herb in the Eaft, whereof Lixfcot 
fpeaks at larg) but fo as never to awake again; fo that it is 


‘ 


much worfe then thofe Almonds of Mexico, which fmell like ° 


mufk, but being eaten leave a tafte of rottennefs behind them 5 
as alfo then the tair Apples of Sodowz, which being opened yield 
only foot and afhes; for if a man have the mifchance tobe de- 
ceivdinthem, itis without any hazard of his lite: Butthefe 
venemous Apples may be compared to the Indian-nut which 
grows in Fava: It is fomwhat like a Gall, and at the firft eating 
thereof it taftes like a fmali Nut; but afterwards it caufeth 
mortal gripings, and isamoft dangerous poyfon: There is alfo 
in Africk a Tree called Cofcoma, which bears deadly Apples: 
The Tree of the Aaldivas, named Ambox, bears a fruit no lefs 
deceitful and pernicious: And neer Tripolyin Syria there are 
' U2 certain 
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certain large Apricocks, which are fair to the eye, and very 
favoury tothe palat 5 but the fablequent qualities of them are 
many times mortal, or at beft, caufe iong and painful difcafes to 
fuch as have eaten of them. | re rs 

There grow Manchenillo-Trees on the, Sea-fide and the 
banks of Rivers, and if the fruit fall into the water, the 
fith eating thereof will certainly dye; nay though it conti- 
nue long in the water, yet will it not rot, but is coverd 


’ 


i 
{ 


with falt-peter, which gives it a folid cruftinefs, as if it were 


petrifyd. Inthofe I{lands where this Tree grows in abun- 
dance the Snakes are venemous, it being fuppofed by fome, 
that they fometimes fuck the fruit of it: Nay the Crabs which 


feed under thefe Trees contrat a dangerous quality from — 


them, as we faid elfewhere ; and many have been fick after 
the cating thereof: Whence it comes, that when thefe fruits 
fall to the ground, fuch as are careful of their health will for- 
bear che eating of Crabs. 

Yet do not the Snakes or Crabs wholly live on this fruit, 
but feeding under the Tree they draw the iniection thereof to 
themfelves, efpeciaiiy if they fuck the venome of its fruir. . Te 
may wel! be, that whar is mortal to fome creatures is not fo to 
ail; and that thefe Infedts often feeding on this poyion, do by 
cuftom and continuance turn it into their fuftenance, as ts re- 


ported of Adithridates: And fo they may infect fuch as eat © 


therect,; receiving «hemfelves no hurt thereby. 
Under the bark of the trunk and boughs of thefe Trees 
there 1s contained a certain glutinous water, which is white as 


milk, extremely malignant and dangerous : There being ma- 


ny of them along the high-ways, if one fhould carelefly break 
one of their branches, that milk or rather poyfon comes forth, 
and falls upon bim : If it light on his fhirt, it makes an ugly 
{tain as it it were burnt; if on.the fkia, and the place be not 
immediately wafh’d, it will be all bliftered : but if it fhould 
chance that a drop of this cauftick and venemous water fhould 
fall into the eye, it will caufe an infupportable inflammation, 
and the parcy fhall lofe his fight for nine days, after which he 


* will have (ome eafe. 

The dew, or rain-water, having continu’d a while on the | 
leaves of thefe Trees, produces the fame effect, and if it fhould _ 
light on the f{kin, it would {corch it like Aqua-fortis: Sothat — 


it is aluoft as bad as the drops of rain falling under the Line, 
which are fo contagious, as thofe who have felt them affirm, 


the body, there immediately rife up bladders and blifters with 
much pain; and if the party do not prefently fhift*his cloths, 
his body will be full of wheals all over 5 not to mention the 
worms which are bred in the cloths. 
Nay the very thade of thefe Trees is prejudicial to et 
an 


that if they fall on the hands, face, or any uncover'd part of | 
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and if aman reft himfelf under them, the whole body fwells 
after a ftrange manner. Plizy and Plutarch mention a Free of 
Arcadia no \efs dangerous; and. thofe who have travell’d into 
the Eaft-Ivdies aflirm,that there isan herb named Sapony,which 
caufes their death wholye upon it. But what heightens the jl! 


14.9 


quality of the Maxchenillo-Tree, is, that the meat drefs'd with 


a fire made of its wood derives a certain malignity from ir, 
which burns the mouth and threat. 

Nor are the Savages-of thefe If{lands ignorant of the nature 
of the Manchenillo ; tor the compofition wherewith they are 
wont to poyfon their arrows hath in it, among other ingredi- 
ents, the milk of this Tree, and the dew falling from it, and 
the juice of the fruit. 

To cure, ina fhort time, the {welling and blifters rifing on 
the body afier ilecping under the fhade of thefe Trees, or 
receiving the rain or dew falling from their branches, as al- 
fo thofe occafion’d by the milk within the bark, recourfe 
muft be immediately made to a kind of Snails, whereof we 
have fpoken before, under the name of Souldiers, and let 
the party take a certain cleer water which is contain’d with- 

in their fhell, and apply it to the place affected : this remedy 

immediately ‘allays the venome of that fcorching liquour, 
and puts the party out of all danger: The oy! extracted 
without fire from the fame Snail operates the fame effec. 
But if any fhall happen to eat of the fruit of thefe venemous 
Trees, he muft ufe the remedies prefcribed hereafter, to ex- 
pell the venome of Serpents, and all other poyfons. 


WOOD-LICE. 


"Here is alfo a kind.of Ant, or worm, which hath a lit- 
4 tle black fpot on the head, all the reft of the body 
being white: They are bred of rotten wood, and thence 
fome call them Wood-lice : Their bodies are fofter then thofe 
of our ordinary Ants, and yet their tooth is fo fharp, that they 
_ gnaw wood, and get into fuch coffers as lye neer the ground : 
And in lefs then two days, if they be not deftroy’d, there will 
get in ‘uch abundance, that linen, cloaths, paper, and what- 
ever is within them will be eaten and devoured ; nay they 
gnaw and eat the pofts which fuftain the ordinary hutts, info- 
much that if fome courfe be not taken they will at laft fall 

down. 
To prevent the breeding of thefe Infects, and the mifchief 
_done by them, there are thefe cautions: At the building of 
houfes not to leave any wood onthe ground to rot, out of 
which they may breed: To burn the ends of thofe. pieces of 
woo« that are planted in the ground : As foon as any of them 
auc perceiv’d, to caft {calding water into the holes which cney 
ave 


Lhe Hiftory of - Bo jie 


have made: To hang up Chefts and Coffers in the air with 
cords, as they are fore’d to do in feveral parts of the Eaft-In- 
dies, that they may not touch the ground: And laftly, to keep 
the rooms very clean, and leave nothing onthe ground. Ie 


hath alfo been obferv'd, that the rubbing of their haunts with 


the oy! of that kind of Palwa-Chrifti wherewith the Negroes 
rub their heads to avoid vermine, hath’ prevented their com- 
ing any more that way. The oyl of Lawantix hath the fame 
effect, and if it be poured on their rendezvouz, which is a 
kind of Ant-hill made up of their own ordure, and faften’d a- 
bout the forks which fuftain the hutts, they immediately for- 
fake it. | ah 


RAVETS. 


' A Nother dangerous vermine are the Ravets, of which there 

are two kinds: The bigger are almoft like Locufts, and 
of the fame colour; the others are not half as big: Both ° 
kinds have their walks in the night-time, get into Chefts if 
they be not very clofe, foul all things wherever they come, 


A 


- and do mifchief enough, yet not fo much, nor in fo fherta 


time, as the Wood-lice. They are called Ravets, becaufe 
like Rats they gnaw whatever they come at: They are no 
doubt the fame which de Lery calls Aravers, according to the 
Language of the Brafilians, This vermine hath a particular 
malice to Books, and their covers. The Wood-lice are as 
good, if they can get at them 3 but they are to be commend- 
ed in this particular, that they have a refpect for the letters, 


‘and only nibble about the margents ; for whether they can- 


mot away with the ink, or for fome other reafon, it muft be 
an extraordinary famine that fhall force them to feed onthe 
impreffion, or writing: But they are very great lovers of 
linen above any thing, and if they can get into a Cheft, 
they will defire but one night to make work enough for 
many Sempftrefles for a month. 

As to the Kavets, though they be not fo quick at their 
work, yet they fpare nothing but filk and cotton-ftuffs 5 
nay they have no ftomach to filk or cotton even while it is 
raw 3 infomuch that if the Chefts be hung up in the air, and 
the'cords be done about with cotton, as foon as they find their 
little feet faften’d in it, they immediately endeavour to get 
away, and turn fomewhere elfe. Such as dwell in houfes of 
brick or ftone are not troubled with the Wood-lice, but with 
all their core they have much ado to avoid the mifchief done 
by the Ravets: Yet hath it been found by experience, that ~ 
they cannot endure {weet fcents, and that they would not 
willivgly get into Chefts made of Cedar, and thofe excellent 
{weet woods which are common in all thefe Iflands.. At nee . 

they 
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they put the pedeftalls of Cabinets in veftels full’ of water, to 


prevent the creeping up of the Ants. This eafie fecret mighe 
produce the fame effect in the Cartbbies to keep off the Wood- 
lice and Ravets, nay alfo the Ants, which are there alfo ex- 
tremely troublefome. . - 


CHEGUES. 


Ut what is moft to be feared in all thefe Mlands is a certain 

kind of little worm, no bigger then a hand-worm, which 
breeds in the duft, in the fweepings caft out into the dung- 
hill, and fuch unclean places: Thefe are commonly called 
Chegoes. They get into peoples feet, and under the nails‘of 
their toes; but if they get any further, and are fot taken a- 
way intime, they will get into all the other parts of the bo- 
dy. At firft they only caufe a little itching, but having once 
got through the fkin, they caufe an inflammation in the place 
affe&ed, and though very litrle when they entred it, come in 
time to be as big ds a pea, and produce abundance of nits, 
which may breed others; and fo many times ulcers are bred 
in the places whence they are taken. : 
. The Savages, as they relate who have liv’d among them, 
have a certaingum, wherewith having rubb’d their feet, efpe- 
cially under the nails, they are not annoy’d with this vermine : 
_ But fuch as know not that fecret are advis'd to have their feet 
fearch’d by thofe who have the fkill to difCover and take 
out thofe dangerous Infects, as foon as they feel the leaft itch- 
ing 5 at which work the Indians are very expert and fortu- 
nate. Thofe who take our thefe Chegoes muft have a care 
that they break not the ‘bag wherein they are enclofed 5 


ist 
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_ which if they do, fome of their little egges will remain be- 


hind, which will infallibly breed others. It is conceived al- 
fo, that the Roxcou, which the Caribbians ufe to make them- 
felves more beautiful, more nimble, and more active to run, 
hath a fecret vertue to keep off all thefe vermine. ; 

Ie is alfo a good remedy often to fprinkle falt-water a- 
bout the room ; not to go bare-foot ; to wear ftockings of 
Goats-leather 5 and to keep ones felf very clean : For com- 
monly only fuch as are carelefs of themfelves, and flovenly, 
are much troubled with them. Thefe little worms are the 
fame with thofe which the Brafilians call Tovs, and fome othet 
Indians Nigas, 

Thofe who have Ulcers caufed by thefe little worms, either 
for want of taking them out fkilfully or in time, are among 
the French called AMalinxeres. Thefe Ulcers come alfo many 
times after fomt little {cratching, which at firft feems to be little 
or nothing: But afterwards, the party may well wonder to 
fee it asbig as the palm of a mans hand; for the Ulcer ‘ia 

have 
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ry hardto be cured. Of thefe Ulcers there are two kinds 5 
one round, the other uneven: The round Ulcer is harder to 
cure then the other, for it is encompafs’d with dead flefh, which 
makes itthe worfe; for till that dead and loofe fleth be remo- 
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“haveits courfe : Nay fome of them, though little, yet are ve- 


ved, the Ulcer cannot be cured: Therefore as often as the — 


wound is drefs’d, that dead flefh muft be quite cut away, which 
‘caufes extraordinary pains. © ; 
_ Among the remedies forthe healing of thefe Ulcers,there are 


ufed Verdi-greece, Aqua-fortis, the {pirit of Vitriol, and burnt’ 


Allom, which eat away the dead flefh: They ufeto the fame 
end the juice of the leffer Citron, which is extreamly fharp’s 
cand when the wound is foul, it makes it clean, and look well < 


rubbed therewith is fo great, that he would rather pitch on 
any of the other remedies; but they do not heal fo foon: 


There is alfo an Unguent made of common honey, a littlefharp — 
Vinegar, and the powder of Verdi-greece, whichcures Ulcers — 


True itis, the pain which the party feels when the woundis : 


in a fhort time: And to prevent them, letnot any one make — 


Might of the leaft hurt or fcratch that happens in any part of 
the body whatfoever, efpecially the feet or legs, but to apply 


a plaifter thereto, to take away the heat which may bein the 


wound ; and incafe there be no other remedy procurable, to 
put fome Tobacco-leaves to it, and to ufe the juice of Citron 
and Vinegar, to take away the itch which remains after the 


ftinging of the Afoufticoes and the Adaringoins, rather thento 


make ufe of the nails. 
In the fixth Chapter of. this Hiftory, we faid there were Ser- 


pents and Snakes in the Iflands of Afartinico and St. Aloufia, — 


which have a dangerous venom: We fhall here affign the Re. 
medies which may be fuccefsfully ufed in order to the taking 
away thereof. Inthe firft place, be it obferv’d, that they are 
to beufed both inwardly and outwardly : Inwardly to comfort 


“the heart, and diffipate the venemous quality which might pre- 


evail over it, there are fuccefsfully ufed Treacle, Mithridate, 
the Confection of Alkermes, Egyptian-Balm, hits Rue, 
Scordium , Scorzonera, Vipers-grafs, Angelico, and Contra- 
hierva: But above all, the party {tung muft take down ina lit- 


tle Burrage-water, Buglofs-water, or fome other liquor, the 


powder of the Liver and Heart of Vipers, the weight of a 
Crown-piece: In a word, he muft ufe all thofe things which 
fortifie the heart, and revive and refrefh the fpirits : Outwardly 
there are to be applyed all the Remedies which have the vertue 
to draw and difperfe all manner of venom: Such are Cupping- 


glafles apply’d upon the {carified wound, as alfo all hot = at=— 


tractive Medicaments, fuch as are Galbanum,#Ammoniacum, 


the fomentation of wine boil’d with the root of Dragon-wort, — 
or the leaves of Mug-wort, Garlick, Onions, Pigeons dung, the — 


blood 
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blood of Land-Tortoifes dry’d and reduc’d to powder, and 


the like. | 

It isalfo not only requifite, but very fafe, as foonas may be 
to bind up the member affected, a little above the place where 
the party was ftung, and immediately to make an incifion, nay 
indeed totake away the piece, or at leaft, as foon as it is {carj- 
fi'd to apply thereto the eutermoft feather of a Chicken or Pi- 
geons wing to take away the venom 3 and that Chicken or Pi- 


geon being dead, to take another, till there be no venom left to’ 


be drawn. 

It were alfo to be with’d, that all the Inhabitants of the Ca- 
ribbies were furnifh'd with that excellent Antidote, approved 
info many places in Frawce, whichis known under the famous 
name of Orvietan, and fold at Parés at the New-bridge end, in 
the ftreet called Kuve Dauphine, at the fign of the Sun: For that 
admirable fecret, among many other rare qualities, hath the 
vertue to drive away the venom of all forts of Serpents, and to 
allay the force of the {trongeft poyfons: Such as have been 
{tung by venemous Serpents are to ufe it thus. 

Take of ic about the bignefs of a Bean, diffolv’d in wine ; 
and after fcarification made onthe place ftung, and drawing 
blood by the Cupping-glafs, apply thereto a little Oruietan, 
and let care be taken that the Patient be kept awake at leaft for 
twelve hours after. This fovereignremedy lofes nothing of its 
goodnefs, though it be kept many years, fo it be put upina 
placenot too hot, where it may be dry’d up; and if itbe, it 
may be reduc’d to its confiftence with fel rofatum 5 it may be 
alfo hadin powder. | 

As tothe diet to be obferv’d during the ufe of this remedy 5 
the Patient muft ab{tain from all meats that enflame the blood, 
or caufe melancholy - He mutft alfo forbear purging and bleed- 
ing, for fear of drawing the venom inward 5 unlefs fome of 

the nobler parts be in danger, in which cafe he may purge 
‘abundantly, and ufe baths, and things good to openthe pores, 
and caufe {weating. 

If 4 perfon be reduc’d to fuch an extremity as that none of 
the forementioned Antidotes canbe procured, let him make 
ule of this which is very common and eafily got: Let him who 

hath been bitten or {tung by any venemous creature immedi- 


ately eat the rind of a raw Citron, for it hath the vertue to fe= | 


cure the heart from the venom: if it may be done, the place 
hurt- muft be bound as hard as canbe endured, a little above 
the biting or {tinging; then ic muft be fcarifi'd, and let there 
be often apply’d theretoa mans fafting {pittle,; and if the beaft 
which hath done the mifchief can be had, cut off the head of 
it, and pound ie till it be reduc’d to akind of Unguent, which 
mutt be apply'd hot to the wound: This is the ordinary reme- 
dy ufed by she natural Inhabitants of Braff to free *amiperys® 
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from the violent poyfoncf that dangerous and monftrous Ser- 
pent, which intheir Language they call Boteznininga,.and the 
Spaniards Cafcavel. . 

_. Fhe laft Letters we receiv from Martinico aflure us, that 
fome confiderable families lately come from Braff with their 
Negroes fo live in that Ifland, acquainted the Inhabitants with 
feveral Herbs and Roots growing in the Carzbbies, as wellas 


Brafil, which are excellent to allay the venom of all kinds of 


Serpents and poyfon'd Arrows. 

The forementioned remedies may alfo be ufed againft the 
venom of the Becuze, and all the other dangerous fifhes. They 
may alfo be fuccefsfully employ’d to prevent the pernicious ef- 
fects of the juice of Manyoc, the Manchenillo-tree, and the fting- 
ing of Wafpes, Scorpions, andall other venemous Infects, 


‘SEA-FOAM. 
a Ro who goa fifhing, orto wath themfelves in the Sea, 


do fometimes meet with a certain foam which the wind 
blows to and fro like a little bladder, of a purplecolour, of a 
different figure, and beautiful to the eye 5 but what part fo- 
ever ofthe body it fhall ftick to, it immediately caufes in ita very 
grievous pain, extreamly fharp and burning - The readieft re- 
medy that canbe apyly’d to alleviate that ftinging pain, is, to 
anoint the place affected with the oyl of the Acajou-nut, 
mixt witha little good Aqua-vite; for one heat takes away 


the other. 
RATS. 
Iceand Rats were creatures heretofore unknown tothe _ 
°V 8 Caribbians , but now fince the coming in of fo many 


Ships to thofe Hlands, and the cafting away of divers of them 
inthe very Roads, where they afterwards rot, they have got 
to land, and are fo multiply’d, that in fome places they doabun- 
dance of mifchief among the Potatoes, Peafe, Beans, ah par- 
ticularly that kind of Wheat which is called Turkey-wheat : ~ 
Nay did not the Snakes deftroy them, and fearch for them in’ 
their holes under ground, in the clefts of rocks, nay even in 
the coverings of houfes, which confift of Palm-leayes, or Su- 
gar-canes, it would no doubt bea very hard matter to fecure 
Provifions from them. Now indeed there are Cats in thefe 
Iflands, which givethemno quarter ; nay, Dogs are taught to 
hunt them, and it is no fmall-diverfion tofee how fubtle they 
are to findthem out, and expert in the hunting and killing 
of them. ‘ 
Nor is this inconvenience particular to the Carzbbies; nay - 
it ismuch worfe in Peru; for Garcélaffo, in his Royal Commen- 
i tary, 
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tary, afirms, that thefe peftilent creatures being extreamly 
numerousinthofe parts commit very great fpoils, ranfacking 
the places through which they pafs, making the Fields defo- 
late, and gnawing the Fruits even tothe ftalks, and roots of 
the Trees. | Spt 

The Inhabitants of the I{lands have an invention which they 
call Balaz, to keep the Rats from eating their Caffava, and 
other Provifions. This Balaz isa kind of round hurdle, or 
haply fquare, confifting of feveral {takes, on which they place 
the Caffava after it hath been dried inthe Sun> [et is faften’d at 
thetop of the Hut, hanging down by a Witth or Cord 5 and 
that the Rats may not come down along the Cord, and foget 
to the Balan, they put the Cord through a fmooth gourd which 
hangs loofe inthe midft of it, fo that thd Rats being come to 
that place, being not able to faften their feet init, and fearing 
the motion of the Gourd, are afraid to venture any further : 
Wereit not for this fecret, the Inhabitants would find it a hard 
tafk to keep their provifions. 

Thus hath the wife Author of Nature been pleas’d, by an 
admirable equipollence of perfections and imperfections, that 
thofe Countries which have fome advantages above others 
fhould alfo be fubject to thofe inconveniences that are not to be 
found elfewhere. Thushath the Divine Providence, whofe 
bufinefs it is liberally to fupply the exigencies of his Creatures, 
plac’dthe prefervative neer the poyfon, the Remedy walking 


as it were hand in hand with the Difeafe, and fo laid open to_ 


Man the inexhauftible Treafures of Grace and Nature, to {e- 
cure himagainft the injuries of Air, the outrages of the Sea- 


fons, the violence of Poyfons, and whatever the Earth pro-- 


duces that ismoft dangerous, fince it became envenomed by 
the firft Tranfgreffion. | 
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THE SECOND BOOK. 
Comprehending the MORAL Hiftory of thofe 


Istanps. 


re ee 


CHAPTER I 


Of the Eftablifbment of thofe Inhabitants who are Stran- 
gers in the Eflands of S. Chriftopher, Mevis, Garde- 
loupe; 'Martinico, and fome other Iflands of the Ca- 

See ribbiess | 2 i 


= N the precedent Difcourfe we have given a 
full account of whatever might relate to 
4 the Natural Hiftory of the Caribby-Hlands ; 
our defign leads us now to that part of the 
Hiftory which we call the MORAL, 
wherein we are to treat of the Inhabitants 
of the faid ands, of whom we have oc- 


{peak of thofe Inhabitants thereof who are Strangers, or Euro- 
peans, 
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peans,yet only fo far as the profecution of our Defign requires; 
which having difpatch’d, we fhall defcend to a more large and 
particular confideration of the Idzams, the natural and origi- 
nary Inhabitants of the Country 5 a tafk which requires a more 
ample deduction, and a more exact and curious difquifition, 


upon this prefumption, that there hath yet been very little 


publifh’d upon that fubject. 

The Spaniards, grounding their Title upon the Donation 
of Pope Alexazder the fixth, and -fome other apparent Rea- 
fons and Pretences, prefume that the right of Navigation into 
the late difcover’d part of the World, which is call'd America, 
and of eftablifhing and fetling Colonies there, whether it be 
in the Continent, or in any of the Iflands, properly belongs to 
them, exclufively to all others. But not to urge that the vani- 
ty of that arrogant prefumption is fufficiently difcover'd of it 
felf, and that it would prove a great digreflion from the defign 
of our Hiltory to engage our felves in a particular difquifition 
of that Controverfie, we need only fay, that Bergeron, a \earn- 
ed and curious Authour, hath fo exactly handled this Queftion, 
and fo cleerly fhewn the abfurdity of that chimerical pretence, 
in his Treatife of Navigations, that it would be loft labour for 


us to infift upon it, or to think of any thing new that can be 


produc’d upon that account. Accordingly all Chriftian Kings 
and Princes have always difputed thar pretended Right with 
the King of Spaiz, as unanimoufly concluding that he had un- 
juftly attributed the fame to himfelf : Nor have they engag’d 
againft him only by words and writings, but have effectually 
profecuted their own pretenfions, and from time to time fent 
Fleets into America to fetle Plantations there, and to take into 
their poffeffion feveral parts of that new World 5 wherein the 
moft fuccefsful have been the Ezglifh, the French, and the 
Dutch. 


But itis to be obferv'd, that of all the Colonies which thefe- 


three European Nations have planted in America, thofe that 
fetled themfelves in the Caribby-Iflands are of greateft account, 
and the moft frequented by Merchants, as being the moft ad- 
vantageous upon the fcore of Trade. The Exglifh and French, 
as may have been noted in the firft Book of this Hiftory, are 
the moft confiderable in thofe parts, and have divided between 
them the greate(ft, the richeft, and the moft populous of all 
thofe Iflands. : | . 

We may further affirm it as a thing generally known, that 
thefe Nations have not in their feveral eftablifhments ‘follow’d 


.the inhumane and barbarous maximes of the Spawiards, nor 


after their example unmercifully exterminated the originary 
Inhabitants of the Country ; for if they found any of them in 


actual poffeffion of the Lands where they liv’d, they have for _ 
the moft part preferv'd them therein, and contracted alliances © 


with 
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with them.. Yet muftit be acknowledg’d that the the Carib~ - 


bians have had very great differences with the Exglifh, and 
that the faid differences have continu’d 4 long time; but the 
ground of their. quarrels proceeded from fome occafions of 
difcontent which the Carzbbians receiv'd from fome particular 
perfons of that Nation, which reprefented in a Body hath dif- 
approv d their procedure, and upon all emergencies hath ex- 
prefs'd it felf fo far Giflatisfi'd therewith, as to defire that they 
_fhould be treated with the fame humanity, moderation, and 
Chriftian mildnefs, asthofe greater and flourifhing Colonies of 
Virginia and New-England, that are under the jurifdiction of 
the faid Exglifh, have hitherto us’d towards the natural Inhabi- 
tants of that part of America which lies more Northerly, where 
they have eftablifh’d themfelves 5 for it isknown that the Exg- 
lifh hold fo facred and perfect a correfpondence with them, as 
hath opened a way for their inftruction in the Myfteries of 
Chriftian Religion, and the planting of a great number of fair 
- Churches amoneft thofe poor Barbarians. 


~ But above: all, this is moft certain, that when the Frexzch 


eftablifh’d themfelves in the Iflands! of Adartinico, Gardeloupe, 
and Granada, it was done with the confent of the moft confi- 
derable perfons among the Caribbiavs, who thereupon dif- 
own d thofé of their Country-men who would have obftructed 
the faid eftablifhment : Nay fuch wastheir earneftnefs therein, 


that they employ’d all their Forces and Councils to oppofe the | 


defigns of the others, and to fecure the Frezch inthe peaceable 
pofieffion of what they had before granted them. This pro- 
ceeding abfolutely clears the French of being. guilty of the 
fame violences which are charg’d upon the Spaniards, and 
makes it appear, that the fetlement of the former in thofe 
Tlands was-not like that of the latter inthofe places where 
they have the opportunities to eftablifh themfelves.. And if it 
be objedted to the French, that they have forc’d thenatural In- 
habitants out of S. Chriftophers and Gardeloupe, and that even at 
this prefent there isa War between the {aid Nation and thofe 
of Martznico; it may be anfwer'd, that when the French peo- 
pled thefe Iflands, they, propos‘d to themfelves no other defign 
then the edification and inftruction of thofe poor Barbarians, 
and that if contrary to their fir{t intention they had been fore’d 
toufe a fevere hand towards fome particular perfons, and to 


treat them asenemies, théy were themfelves the occafion of - 


their own misfortune, by being the firft Aggreflors, ant guil- 
ty of previous violations of the facred Laws of Alliance, which 
they had contracted with them, and engaging themfelves in 
fanguinary counfels, fuchas would have fmether’d their Colo- 
nies ere they were fully fetled, had there not beena timely dil- 
covery made thereof. 


The Englifhand French Colonies had their beginning at the © 


fame 


. at 
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fame time, which was in the year One thoufand fix hundred 
twenty and five : Monfieur Defwambuc, a French Gentleman, 
of the ancient Houfe of Vanderop, and a Captain under the 
King of France inthe Weftern Seas, and Sir Thomas Warner, an 
Englifh Gentleman, joyntly took pofieffion of the Ifland of 
S. Chriftophers on the fame day, in the names of the Kings of 
France and Great Britain, their Mafters, that they might 
have a place of fafe retreat, and agood Haven for the recepti- 
onof fuch Ships of both Nations as fhould be bound for 4me- 
rica; that Ifland being furnifh’d with all the advantages 
whereof we have given a full account inthe Chapter particu- 
larly defign’d by us for the defcription of it; upon which fcore | 
it was vifited by the Spaniards, who often put in there for re- 
frefhments, both as they were inward and outward bound in 
their long Voyages: Nay fometimes they left their fick there 
to be look’d to by the Carébbians, with whom they had made 
a peace upon thofe terms. 

Thefe two Gentlemen therefore confidering with them- 
felves, that if they were poflefs'd of that Country they might 
the better incommodate their common enemy in America, the 
Spaniard, and have withall a convenient and fecure habitation, 
in order to the eftablifhment of the Colonies they intended for 
thofe Iflands, became Mafters of it, and left men therein to 
keepit: But beforethey parted thence, having fome grounds 
to fear that there might be fome fecret intelligence between the 
Indians and the Spaniards, or that in their abfence they might 
execute the refolution, which by the perfwafion of certain Sor- 
cerers (a fort of people in great efteem among the Indias) 
they had undertaken, which was to put to death all the Strang- 
ers who were come into their Country, they in one night rid 
their hands of all the moft faGious of that Nation, and not 
long after forc’d all the reft, who had got together into feve- 
ral Bodies, and intended to ftand upon their guard, to retire to 
fome other places, and to leave that to their difpofal. 

Things being thus order’d, Defambuc returns into Fraxce, 
and Sir Thomas Warner into England, where their conqueft and 
alltheir proceedings thereupon were approved by the Kings 
their Mafters; and having obtained a permiflion to carry over 
fome recruits of men, they came back to the Ifland in the qua- 
lity of Governours and Lieutenants, under the Kings of Frazce 
and Great Britany. Py 

But Defzambuc before he went over to cultivate and profe- 
cute his conqueft imagin’d to himfelf, that the moft likely 
way to have a powerful fupport in France, {uch as {hould con- 
cernit felf in the prefervation of that Ifland, and fo to fecure 
and promote hisdefigns, would beto get together a Company 
of perfons of Authority, which fhould have the directionand _ 
figniory of the faid Ifland, and what others might aor | 

me | 
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be conquer'd and reduc’d under the jurifdiction of the King of 
Frances; upcen this provifion, that the faid Company fhould 
have acare, and make it their earneft bufinefsto fupply the Co- 
lony with menfor the keeping and cultivation of its as alfo 
with Ecclefiafiicks to be maintain’d by allowances from the 
faid Company 5 and laftly to build certain Forts there for the 
fecurity of the Inhabitants, and to furnifh them with Canon, 
Powder, and all forts of Ammunition; in a word, to main- 
taina fufficient Arfenal, wherein fhould be all things in readi- 
nefs to oppofe the Enemy. 

This Company, or Society, was eftablifh’d in the moneth of 
odober, in the year of our Lord, one thoufand fix hundred 
twenty and fix, as well for the Government of S. Chriftophers, 
as thofe other Iflands which are adjacent thereto, and was ap- 
prov’d by the King of France. Since that time it hath been 
further confirm’d, and favour’d with fome new Conceflions, 

- and very advantageous priviledges obtain’d from his moft Chri- 
ftianMajefty the eighth of March, one thoufand fix hundred 
forty and two, for all the If{lands of America lying between the 
tenth and thirtieth degree on this fide the Equator. 

Defaambuc having thusorder’d his affairs in France, returns 
toS. Chréfiophers with arecruit of three hundred men, which 
the Gentlemen of the Company newly erected had raifed, in 

' order to the advancement of that Colony: He brought over 
alfo along with him a confiderable number of gallant Volun- 
teers, wholook’d on it as no {mall honour to run fortunes with 
fo famous an Adventurer, and to participate of his honourable 
hazards, out of aconfidence in procefsof time of reaping the 
fruit of his Conquefts.. They got all fafely to S. Chriftophers, 
about the beginning of the year, M.DC.XXVII. and though 
they had fuffered much during their Voyage, and were moft of 
them either fick or much weakned, yet were they not difcou- 
rag d by thofe difficulties, but reflecting that the nobleft enter- 
prifes are many times attended by great inconveniences, and 
that Rofés cannot be gather’d without thorns, they immedi- 
ately fellto work, and having ina fhort time learn’d of thofe 
whom they found inthe Ifle what they were todo in order to 
their further eftablifhment, they behav’d themfelves anfwera- 
bly to the generous ‘defigns of their Captain, who onhis part 
more and more encourag’dthem by words and example. 

How the Ifland was to be divided betweenthe two Nations 
had beer. defign'd before that Voyage ; but the particular Ar- 
ticlesof the Divifion were folemnly agreed to and concluded 
onthe 13th of A/ay, inthe faid year, M. DC. XXVII. For to 
the end that every one might employ himfelf with fome affur- 
ance upon his own ftock, and that no differences might arife 
between the French and the Englifh, M. Warner being return’d 
from England fome time before the arrival of Defwambuc, 
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where he had ‘alfo recommended his affairs to the direction of a 


Company which undertook the advancement of his cnterprifes, . 


they divided the whole Ifland between them, and fer thof 
Boundariesto their feveral divifions, which are remaining to 
this day, but with this particular provifion that Fifhing and 
Hunting fhould be equally free to the Inhabitants of both Nati- 
ons, and that the Sait-ponds, the more precious kinds of Tim- 
ber fit for Dying, or Joyners-work, Havens and Mines fhould 
in like manner be common. 

Nay it was further agreed upon by certain Articles con- 
cluded on both fides, that a good correfpondence fhouid be 
maintain’d between them, as alfo for the preventing of all jea- 
loufies, and avoiding the occafions of difputes and conteitati- 
ons, which might eafily arife between people of different hu- 
mours: They further made a -Defenfive League for the mu- 
tual relief of each other, if occafion fhould require, againft the 
attempts of the common Enemy, or any other who fhould en- 
deavour to difturb the peace and quiet which they hoped toen- 
joy together in thofe parts of the Country where they had 
planted themfelves. _ ' 

‘Thefe things thus fetled, the two Governours betray’d a 
certain emulation in carrying on the eftablifhment of their Co- 
lonies; inthe profecution whereof it is moft certain the Exglifh 
had very confiderable advantages above the Frexch to compafs 
their defigus: For befidesthat that Nation, which is as it were 
nurs'd upin the bofom of the Sea, can better endure the hard- 
fhip and inconveniences of long Voyages, and is better vers'd 
in the making of new Plantations; the Company which was 
eftablifh’d at Lozdow for the management of that of S. Chrifto- 
phers, made fuch generous provifions, that at its firft fetlement 
it might be fupply’d with Men and Provifions, {uch as fhould be 
neceflary for their faubfiftence, and took {fo particular a care of 
all things, that it was from time totime refrefh'd with new re- 
cruits, and whatever it might f{tand ia need of at the begin- 
ning, thatit vifibly prefper'd and advanced while the Frexch, 
which was unfurnifh’d with all thofe affiftances, feem‘d to pine 
and languifh, nay indeed would have quite fallen away if the 
affection which it had for its chief Director, and the high 
efteem it had conceiv’d of his valour had riot kept it up. 

While thereforethe Frevch Colony was reduc’d to thefe ex- 
tremities, and ina manner fubfifted only by its courage, that 
of the Exglifh being in a good plight and condition, {pred ie 
felf into a new one, which planted it elf inthe land of Afe- 
vis, which is divided from S. Chriftophers only by a {mall armof 
the Sea, as we have faid elfewhere: But if the {mall number 
whereto the Freach were reduc’d permitted them not to make 
the like progreffes , their Governour Defvambuc had in the 
mean timethe opportunity to make feveral ufeful regulations 
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for the better fetlement of it : Of thefe we fhall not think it 
befides our defiga to infert here fome few of the principal Arti- 
cles, to the end the memory of them may be’precioufly pre- 
ferv'd for the inftruction of pofterity. 

In the firft place, taking it into his confideration, that by 
peace and concord {mall things come to be great, and that di- 
vifion diftracts and difperfes the greateft, he ordered that all 
the Inhabitants of the Ifland who were fubje& to his jurifdicti- 
on fhould maintain a perfect union among themfelves , and 
that he prefs'd and recommended to them upon all occafions 
as the Pillar oftheir little State, and the facred Channel through 
which they were to expect the bleflings both of Heaven and 

_Earth abundantly to flow uponthem: And whereas it is impof- 
fible that ia mutual converfation there fhould not happen many 
things which might oftentimes offer fome violence to that ami- 
cable correfpondence, if fome prefent provifioh be not made 
tothe contrary, he defired that fuch differences might be with 
the fooneft either decided or fmother’d, and all be recon- 
cil’d wich meeknefs, and that if poffible before the fetting of 
the Sun. 

Another command of his was,that his people fhould be faith- 
ful to their truft, and free, and fincere in all their affairs ; ob- 
liging and charitable towards their Neighbours, and as religi- 
ous and punctual inthe obfervance of the promifes they had 
made, asif they had been put into writing, and feal’d and de- 
liver'd before witnefies, or Puolick Notaries. 


And that their being continually employ’d about their Plan- 


tations might not caufe them to forget the bufinefs of War, 
and out of a diftruft they would degenerate in point of cou- 
rage, through along and undifturbed quiet 5 and that if occa- 
fion fhould require they might be able to handle their Arms, 
and make ufe of them with dexterity, he appointed certain 
days for the exercifing of them, that they might thereby be 


minded of the Rules of Military Difcipline, and order’d, that - 


though all profefs’d the cultivation of the earth, yet that they 
fhould have the generous looks and demeanors of Souldiers,and 
that they fhould at all times have about them the Badges and 
Liveries of that kind of Life, and fonever be feen out of their 

Quarters without Fire-arms, or at leaft a Sword. 
But if he requir’d them to be thus qualifi'd, tothe end that 
when occafion ferv’d they might make their enemies fenfible 
of their valour and courage; he onthe other fide oblig’d them 
‘tobe mild and courteous one towards another, and that the 
ftronger fhould not take their advantages of the weaker. 
Thence it came that he made this commendable order, whichis 
{till in force in all thofe Iflands 5 to wit, that Mafters fhould 
not take Servants for any longer term then three years, during 
which time they fhould be oblig’d to treat them with all agin 
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nefs and moderation, and exaC of them only fuch fervices as 
were rational and anfwerable totheir ftrength. 

Nay his careand tendernefs was very remarkable towards _ 
fuch as were newly brought into the Country: To the end 
therefore that at their arrival they might be fupply’d with all 
things requifite tofecure them again{t the injuries of the air, 
and that their labour might not be hindred through want of 
convenient lodging, he defir’d, that as foon as the place which 
they had defign’d for their building was uncover’d, all the 
Neighbourhood fhould help them in the raifing of itup: This 
commendable Inftitution was fo well receiv’d, and fo carefully 
practifed, that allthe Inhabitants generally acknowledg’d the 
equity of it, and took a certain pleafure inmaking a volunta- » 
ry contribution of their pains and cares upon that occafion: 
Some went to cut down fuch Timber as might be neceflary ; 
others were to find Reeds and Palm-leaves for palizadoes and 
covering 5 the ableft Architects planted the forkes, raisd the 
couples, and faften’dthe covering, and all feem’d to be kindly 
concern’d inthe work, foas that the narrow ftructure was ina 
few days become tenantable, yet without any charge to the 
owner, fave only to fee thofe charitable affiftants fupply d with 
the ordinary drink of the Country, as long as they were at 
work upon his account. : 

In fine, he hada particular averfion againft thofe idle per- 
fons who are bafely content to live by the fweat and labour of 
others, asthe Drones do on the Hony which the laborious Bee _ 
had brought into the common Treafury. But toretrive in — 
our days alittle glimpfe of the Golden Age, fo much celebrated 
by the Ancients, he incited all the Inhabitants to be liberal, 
and apt to communicate to one another the goods which'God 
had plentifully beftow’d onthem, and to exprefs their charity 
and hofpitality towards all thofe who came to vifit them, that ~ 
fo there might afterwards be no occafion to fetle Inns and Vi- 
Ctualling-houfes among them, as being places which for the 
moft part. ferv’d only for retreats to flothful, debauchd, and © 
diffolute perfons; and the diforders and excefles committed 
therein were lo great,as in time might haften the defolation and 
ruine of the whole Colony. 

But while the Frezch Governor was thus taken up with the 
ordering of his little Republick, and kept up the fpirits of his 
people with the expectation of fudden recruits, the Gentlemen 
of the Company not much differing in conftitution from many 
of that Nation who think of reaping as {oon as they have dif- 
pos'd the feed into the ground, were for their parts in a conti- 
nual expectation of fome Ships loaden with the richeft and moft 
precious Commodities of America, that fo they might be re- 
imburs'd with intereft what they had laid out upon the firlt 


embarquing, and till that return were come, they thought of 
nothing 
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nothing lefs then running themfelves into new charges. T 
Governor having ferioufly taken it into confideration, that al] 
the Letters he had fent to thofe Gentlemen upon that occafion 
had not obtain’d any favourable an{wers from them, thought ic 
would be his beft courfe,ere the Colony were reduc’d to greater 
extremities, to come overtothem in perfon, and by a fecond 
Voyage undertake the follicitation of that relief, upon which 
the fafety of their firft advancements, and the fubfiftence of 
the French in that Ifland wholly depended. This good defign, 
which the zeal he had forthe glory of his Nation had infpir’d 
him withall, provd as fortunate as he could have wifh’d it: 
For being come to Paris, he was fo prevalent in reprefenting 
the importance and neceflity of that Recruit to the Gentlemen 
of the Company, that they granted him three hundred men, 
and Ships furnifh’d with all neceflary Provifions for their tranf- 
_ portation to S. Chriftophers. 

This Recruit fo impatiently expected by the Colony, happi- 
ly arriv’d about the beginning of Auguft, M.DC.XXIX. and it 
was receiv d with fo great. joy by them who had fo long ftood 
in need of it, that now they thought nothing fhould obftruct 
the execution of their defigns. But it feems the profperities of 
this life are of a fhort continuance; they had hardly folac’d 
themfelves two months in the enjoyments of that happinefs, 
ere there comes upon them a powerful Fleet from Spain; Dove 
Frederick de Toledo, whohad the command of it, had receiv’d 
exprefs order from his Catholick Majefty, that before he fell 
down tothe Havanna, Carthagena, and the other more emi- 


nent Ports of America, he fhould touch at S.Chréftophers, and. 


force thence all the Exglifh and French, who had planted them- 
felves there fome years before. ; 

The firft act of hoftility committed by this Naval force, 
which confifted of four and twenty great Ships of burthen, 
and fifteen Frigots, was the feifure of fome Ezglifh Ships then 
lying at Anchor neer the I{land of A¢evs 5 which done, it came 
and caft Anchor in the Road of S. Chriftophers, within Cannon-~ 
fhot of the Baffe-terre, where Monf. de Rofey had the command 
in chief. The Forts of both the Colonies were not yet in fuch 
a condition asto ftand out a fiege, they were unfurnifh’d with 
Provifions, andallthe Ammunition, as to Powder and Shot, in 
the whole [fland could not amount to much 3 nay though both 
the Nations fhould have joyn’d all their forces together, yet 
could they not have oppos’d fo great an Army - But their cou- 
rage in fome meafure fupply’d all thofe defects; for that the 
Evemy fhould not brag of his having compafs’d his defigns 
without fome oppofition , Defzambuc difpatch’d out of the 
Cabes-terre, where he began to fortifie himfelf, ali his moft ex- 

' perienc’d Souldiers, in order tothe relief of the place which 
was threatned by the Enemy, and the Ezgli/h {ent thither four 
of their beft Companies. Thefe 
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Thefe Forces being come to the appointed Rendezvouz, 
were joyntly employ’d with the Inhabitants of that Quarter 
to intrench themfelves along the Sea-coaft, to make a more vi- 
gorous refiftance againftthe Enemy, and oppofe his landing 5 
and no doubt they would have put him to fome trouble, had 
they been well commanded, and that firft earneftnefs had not 
receiv d fome remiflion by the fright which fo feiz‘d the heart of 
de Roffey that he would have fuffer’d them to land, and make 
their approaches without any refiftance, if a young Gentleman, 
Nephew to Monf. Defzambuc, and elder Brother to Monf. Par- 
quet the prefent Governour of Martinico, had not get leave to 
pafs over the Works, and toengage the firft Company of the 
Enemy that appeard upon the fands: He was feconded by 
fome Volunteers, who would needs participate of the glory of 
that action ; but he went before them all, both as to courage 
and refolution:for he fo gallantly engag’d him who had the com- 
mand of the party, that he kill’dhim, and feveral others of the 
moft valiant about him, who had the confidence to make tryal 
of his valour: But being afterwards forfaken by thofe who 
had follow’d himin that encounter, he was over-power'd by 
number, knock’d down, and carry’d into one of the enemies 
Ships, where after all remedies apply’d in order to his recove- 
ty hedy’d, to the great regret of both fides, as bemoaning 
the misfortune of fucha miracle of generofity and refolution. 

During this encounter, which fhould have been maintain’d 
with more gallantry by thofe who were in actual pofleffion of 
the Ifland, the General of the Spanifh Fleet immediately gave 
order, that all the Ships fhouldat the fame time fend out their 
Shallops full of Souldiers well arm’d, which gota fhore in very 
goodorder: This added nota little to the fright de Roffey was 
in before, inafmuch as being far from entertaining any thoughts 
of oppofition, out of a fear of being opprefs'd by that multi- . 
tude, he thought it his only way to make an honourable re- 
treat before his people were encompafs d of all fides. This re- 
folution tumultuoufly taken was grumbled at by thofe who 
wifh’'d the Enemy had more dearly bought the defolation of 
their Colony; but fuch a general confternation was there in 
that fatal conjuncture, that it was carried, they fhould take their 
way towards the Cabes-terre, and that there it fhould be taken 
into futher confideration what were beft tobe done in order to 
the common fafety. r 

The Spaniard perceiving that the French had quitted their 
Fort and their Works without making any great refiftance, 
imagin'd there might be fome defign in that retreat, and that 
it had been made purpofely todraw himinto fome Ambufcado ~ 
laid for himinthe Woods. This fufpicion kept him from pro- 
fecuting his victory, and fo occafion’d his ftay in the Quarter 
of the Baffe-terre till he had a better account brought him of 
the 
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~ the ftate of the whole land, and himfelf had confider’d what 
was moft expedient for him todo, in order toa more fudden 
and punctual execution of his Commifiion. 

While the Enemy continu’d in this fufpence, and confider’d 
with himfelf how to compafs his defigns with leaft danger, 
Defnambuc extreamly furpriz’d at fo fudden a change, and fo 
unexpected fuccefs, endeavour'd to comfort his own people, 
and to encourage them to exprefs their conftancy in the fup- 
porting of that mifcarriage. He thereupon took occafion to 
remon{trate to them, That the difgrace was not pat remedy; 
That it was not tobe imagin’d the enemy would ftay in the 
I Jand fo long as to force ali the Inhabitants out of it; That he 
had affairs of greater weight, which call’d him elfewhere; That 

he would not eafily be drawn into the Forefts, which it was ab- 
folutely necefiary he fhould pafsthrough ere hecould come in- 
to his Quarter 5 That they might put themfel ves into fuch a po- 
fture of defence as fhould not only give a check to his progrefs, 
but alfo force him to fignalize his invafion with his own blood 5 
And laftly, that there were in his way fome places fo fortifi'd 
by Nature, that afew men might force him to find his way 
back again. 

This advice was very folid, and might have prevail’d fome- 

‘what with thofe towhom it was given, but the terror where- 
with their {pirits were prepoffefs’d, and the confternation was 
fo general, that it was not weigh’d asit defervd. Thebufi- 
nefs therefore being taken into deliberation, it was concluded, 
that the I{land fhould be deferted, and that the Colony fhould 
tranfport it felf tofome other place which might give lefs occa- 
fion of jealoufie to the Spaniard, and lye more out of the or- 
dinary courfe of his Fleets. Defzambuc forefecing that what 
pretence foever might be made for the taking of that refoluti- 
on, it would ftill be chargeable with fomewhat of cowardice 
and bafenefs, fach as fhould blaft the opinion conceiv'd of the 
gallantry of the Frezch, and of a fudden fmother the. great 
hopes which fome had of the advancement of their Colony, 
could not be perfwaded to give his approbation thereto. How- 
ever, thoughhe were of acontrary fentiment, that it might 
not be faid he forfook in fo fad a conjuncture thofe whom he 
had brought thither through fo many Seas and dangers, he 
comply’d with their humor, and embarqu’d himfelf with them 
in certain Ships which chane’d to be in the Haven; and foto 
avoid a greater diforder, doing his own inclinations a violence, 
he only afiurdthem that he fhould one day reproach them 
with the little efteem they made of his remonftrances. 

The Quarters where the Exglifh had fetled themfelves were 
alfo in a great diforder 5 they had intelligence brought them, 
that the enemy was become matter of all the Baffe-terre; That 
he had demolith’d the Fortrefs of the Fre#ch, after he had re- 
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mov’'d the piecesthat were in it; That he had already burnt all 
their Huts, and made havock of all the Plantations of the Quar- 
ter. They were in perpetual expectation when he fhould 
come, and fallon them with all his forces, andin that appre- 
henfion fome endeavour’d to make their efcape by Sea, or fhel- 
ter themfelves in the Mountains, while others fomewhat more 
courageous were confulting how to fend Deputies to Dow Fre- 
deric, to entreat himto admit of fome accommodation: But 
all the Anfwer they receiv'd, was an exprefs command imme- 
diately to depart the Iiland, which if they didnot, they fhould 
be treated withall the rigour which the Law of Arms permits 
to be ufed towards thofe who againft all right poffefs them- 
felves of what belongs not to them. 

To facilitate the departure which Dow Frederic had fo impe- 
rioufly commanded, he gave order that thofe Ships which his 
Fleet had taken away from the Ezglifh neer the Ifland of Mevis 
fhould be reftor’d to them, and that they fhould embarque 
without any delay, and immediately fet fail for England. But 
whereas it was impoflible thofe Vefiels fhould contain fo great 
anumber of people, he permitted the fupernumerary to conti- 
nue in the Ifland till they had a favourable opportunity for 
their tranfportation. 


Thefe things difpatch’d, Dom Frederic weigh'd Anchor, in 


order to the continuation of his Voyave, but as foon as the 
Fleet was out of fight, the Ezgli/b who had been left behind in 
the Ifland began torally, and took arefolution courageoufly 
to carry onthe fetlement of their Colony. * 

While thefe things were in agitation at S. Chraftophers, the 
French who had left it atthe beginning of the diftra@tion had 
fuffer’d fo many inconveniences at Sea, partly through want of 
Provifions, and partly by reafon of contrary Winds, that they 
were forced to put inat the Iflands of S. A¢artin and Moxtferrat, 
after they had by the way touch’d at that of Astego. They 
wifh’d themfelves fo happy, as that they might have fetled in 
any of thofe places; but they look’d on them as dreadful De- 
farts in comparifon of that out of which they had been fo un- 
happily fore’d : The pleafant Idea of that was ftill before their 
eyes, it was the continual fubject of their regret 5 and the de- 
lightful remembrance of that pleafant abode, to the recovery 
whereof they were by Divine Providence re-invited by ways 
unknown to them, rais’d in them a defire to be inform’d what 
condition the Spaniard had left it in, fince they were then fo 
neer it: To fatisfie that commendable curiofity, they fent one 
of their Ships to S. Chriftophers, which returning gave them an 


account, that the Enemies Fleet was gone; and that the Ex- . 


glifhb who were left behind were courageoufly employ’d in re- 
building their Hutts, planting Provifions, and repairing their 
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This unexpeGed good News revivd their decay’d hopes, 
and heightned the courage of thofe who were moft caft down, 
fo that there needed not many arguments ro perfwade them to 
a returo into that delightful Country which was already pof- 
{efsd of their hearts andtenderett affections. 

Being arrived there, every one refum’d his former place, 
with arefolution to make an abfolute fetlement; but the fa- 
mine, which prefs'd hard uponthem, would no doube have 
check’d the progrefs of all thefe promifing defigns, aad they 
would have beencruth’d by che extraordinary labours which 
they were at the fame time oblig’d to undergo, as well in re- 
building their houfes, as planting things neceflary for their 
fubfiftence, if in thofe prefiing extremities God had not dire- 
ted thither for their relief {ome Ships belonging to the Uni- 
ted Provinces, which, finding what a deplorable condition 
they were in, generoufly fupply’d them with provifions,cloaths, 
and all things neceflary 5 nay to put an abfolute obligation 
upon them, they had no other fecurity for their fatistaction 
then their bare words. ) 

The French, having thus feafonably overcome the inconve- 
niences which they had ftruggled with from the firft begin- 
ning of their eftablifhment, employ'd themfelves fo earneftly 
afterwards intheir Plantations, that, through the bleffing of 
God on their labours, the Earth furnifh’d them with Provifi- 
ons, and Tobacco in fuch abundance, that they honetily fatis- 
fy’d their charitable Creditors, and in a fhort time were better 
accommodated with all things then they had been betore cheir 
defeat by the Spantards : Yet were they ftill in want of Men 
to carry on their Enterprizes, and the Commerce which began 
to be eftablifh'd among them. To remedy that, Defyewiue, 
who found his conftancy attended with fo good fuccels, 
thought it the fureft and moft likely expedient, to permit the 
principal Inhabitants of the Colony to return into Frazee to 
make Levies there, and to bring over what numbers they 
accordingly put in execution, the ffland was in a few years 
fupply’d with abundance of gallant perfons, who brought it 
into reputation. 

The Exelifh Colony made alfoa fhift in a fhort time to make 
up a]l the breaches it had receiv'd by the invafion of the Spani- 
ards: The Company at Lowdon, which had undertaken the di- 
rection of it, fencing over continual fupplies of Men and re- 
frcthments, the two Quarters whereof the Exelifh were potl- 
fefs'd in the Ifland of S. Chriftophers became too narrow to 
maintain fo great a multitude, infomuch that befides the Ifland 
of Mevis, which they had peopled before their defeat by the 
Spaniards, they grew fo powerful, as inlefs then four years to 
fpread themfelves into new Plantations in the Iflands of the 
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Barbouthos, Mountferrat, Antego, and the Barbados, which are 
grown very numerous there, and famous for the Trade of the 
rich Commodities they are furnifh’d with, as may befeenby 
the particular defcriptions we have given thereof in the prece- 
deat Book of this Hiftory. . 

What Colonies the Dutch have in the Caribby-IMlands were 
eftablifh’d fome time after thofe of the French and Exglifh, and 
their eftablifhments were not upon the account of the States, 
but upon that of fome particular Companies of Merchants, 
who, the better to carry on the Trade which they have in all 
the I{lands whereof the Ewglifh and French are poflefs'd, were 
defirous to have fome places of fafe retreat for the refrefhment 
of their Ships. The moft ancient of thofe Colonies which 
have any dependence on the States-General of the United Pro- 
vinces, is that in the Ifland of S. Eujtace: Ie was eftablifh’d 
much about the fame time that Sir Thomas Warner fetled that 
of Mont-ferrat, which was in the Year M.DC. XXXII. It is 
confiderable upon this account, that itis a place naturally well 
fortify’d ; as alfo for the number and quality of the Inhabi- 
tants, the abundance of good Tobacco which it ftill yields; 
and for feveral other remarkable advantages, whereof we 
have given an account in the fifth Chapter of the former 
Book. 

Monfieur Defwambuc exprefs'd no lefs earneftnefs and genero- 
fity in the dilatation of his Colony then other Nations did in 
that of theirs; but having not been fo feafonably reliev'd as 
was requifite at the beginning, and his defigns having been 
many times check’d by feveral unhappy obftructions, ‘he had 
this further difpleafure, to fee divers of the moft confiderable 
Iflands poffefs'd by others before he was in a condition to put 
in for a fhare, and dilate his Conqueft beyond the limits of 
S.Chriftophers. He had a long time before caft his eye on that 
of Gardeloupe, as being one of the nobleft and greateft Iflands 
of all the Caribbies; but while he was taking order for the 
tranfporting of men thither, he was prevented in his defign by 
Monfieur de I Olive, one of the principal Inhabitants of his 
own Colony, who making his advantage of a Voyage he had, 
made into Frazce about fome private aflairs of his own, as he 
pretended, joyn’d with Monfieur dw Pleffis, and fome Mer- 
chants of Dieppe, for the eftablifhment of a Colony there by 
Commiffion from the Company which had the direction of 
the Iflands of America. ae 

Thefe two Gentlemen being made joint Governours of the 
Ifland of Gardeloupe, and invefted with equal authority, ar- 
riv'd there the 28" of Jue, M. DC. XXXV. with a Company 
of five hundred men, who prefently after their arrival were 
prefs'd with a famine, and divers difeafes, which took away a 
great number of them. It is conceiv‘d that the former mif- 
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fortane happen’d to chem upon this oceafion, that they had 
planted chemilelves at cheir firft landing in thofe parts of the 
‘Hfland where the foi! was molt barren, and unfit for cultivati- 
on of any in it, and that they had upon too hight grounds en- 
ter’d intoa War with the Caribbians, the originary Inhabitants 
of the place, who might have plentifully furnifi’d them with 
moft of the provifions neceflary for their fubfiftence at the be- 
ginning, till the earth and their own induftry had fupply’d 
them better. Difeafes were the confequences of that unwhol- 
fome nourifhment which hunger fore’d them to make ufe of 
- for want of better : whereto this may be added, that the 


ground being not reduc’d to culture, the air was the more ea- - 


fily corrupted. 

Du Pleffis reflecting on the misfortunes and inconveniences 
which daily fell one in the neck of another upon that unfetled 
Colony, and having juft grounds to fear that other yet great- 
er might happen toit, took itfo much to heart, that he dyed 
out of pure grief, in the feventh month after his arrival. The 
lofs of him was much regretted by all the Frezch, who had 
always exprefs’d a great fubmiffion to his advice, and much 
love and refpect to his perfon. He was a man of fingular pru- 
dence, of fo affable and obliging a difpofition, that he gain’d 
the affections of all that treated with him. 

- After the departure of Monfieur dz Pleffis, de [ Olive be- 
came fole Governour. This latter was a Perfon of an humour 
as active and ftirring: as. that of his Collegue was gentle and 
moderate ; and he fo much harkned to the violent counfels of 
fome reftlefs {pirits, who like fo many peftilent Ear-wigs were 
continually putting him upon new projects, that he foon after 
engag’d himfelf in that fatal War againft the Caribbians, which 
had almoft provd the deftruGion of that newly-planted Co- 
lony. True it is, that at firft he’ prefs’d fo hard upon them, 
as to force them to leave him the abfolute poffeffion of Gar- 
deloupe ; but in regard that to compafs the defigns which he 
had fram’d to himfelf from the time of his arrival he was ne- 
 ceffitated to commit feveral cruelties, fuch as the very Barba- 
rians themfelves would not have exercis‘d upon their greateft 
enemics, it provd fuch a blaft co his reputation, that the ap- 
provers of his conduct were only fome fanguinary perfons and 
Defperadoes. . 
- The poor Caribbians which the Governour had fore’d out 
of the Iland of Gardeloupe retreated into that of Dominico : 
Thofe of the fame Nation who were poffefs'd of the latter 
entertain’d them kindly, and to give thema greater aflurance 
how much they were fenfible of their misfortune, they prof- 
fer'd to joyn with them to revenge by the way of Arms the 
injury which bad been done them; a proffer too obliging 
to be refus'd. Their forces being thus united, they made 
| | Z 2 feveral 
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feveral incurfions into Gardeloupe, and became fuch goads and 
thorns in the Gdes of the Frewch, that they were force'd to 
give over the culture of Tobacco, nay indeed the planting of 
thofe provifions which were n¢ceflary for their fubfiftence, to 
the end they might always-be in Arms,to prevent the attempts 
and defigns of thofe fubtle enemies, whom they had by their 
own imprudence fo much exafperated again{t them. 


This cruel War, which lafted neer four years, reduc’d the . 
Colony to great extremities, and brought it to fo deplora- 


ble a condition, that it was out of repute in all places; and 
upon its being continually pefter'd by the incurfions and de- 
predations of the irreconcileable Caribbians, it was conclu- 
ded to be at no great diftance from its utter deftruction. 
The Frerxch being brought to this lownefs, it pleas'd God 
that the Governour de I Olive loft his fight, whereupon the 
Gentlemen of the Company fent over Monfieur Avber to be 


-Governour of it, who remedied all the precedent diforders, 


appeas'd all troubles, and fetled that Peace which afterwards 
brought in Trading and plenty of all things; as we fhall thew 
more at large inthe third Chaprer of this Moral Hiftory. 

- As foon as M. Defwambuc had receiv'd intelligence that Gar- 
deloupe was inhabited, he refolv'd with the firft convenience 
to ferle himfelf in fome other of. the beft Iflands which were 
yet at his choice 5 and to prevent afecond fupplantation, find- 
ing that be had about him « coufiderable number of refolute 
perfons, and furnifh’d with all provifions of War, and what 
was necefiory for the belly, and all things requifite for the 
profecution of {uch enterprizes, he went in perfon to take 
poficfhion of the Ifland of A¢artinico, which having done, he 
left there for his Licutenant Mr. dz Pont, and for Command- 
er in chief vir. ce la Vallee. Wot long after dying at S. Chri- 
flophers, be left all his Eftare, and Titles of what kind foe- 
ver, which he had in Adartinico, which he had peopled at 
his own charge, to M. Parquet his Nephew, who 1s the. pre- 
fent Lord and Governour of it, as we have faid elfewhere. 
© This Gentleman was a perfon of much gallantry, of eafie 
accefs, familiar with all, and mafter of a happy kind of in- 
finuation, fuch as gently fore’d the love and obedience of 


thofe who were under him. It is related of him, that the — 


Enclifh having gone a little beyond the boundaries which by 
the mutual agreement concluded between both Nations had 
been ict for the diftin¢tion of their feveral Quarters, he went 
tothofe of the Exglifh, attended by a {mall number of perfons, 
and {poke with the Exglifb Governour, who expected him 
with a confiderable numver of Souldiers: But he behav'd 
himfelf with fo much courage and refolution, and gave fuch 
good reafons, intermixt with menaces, for what he did, that 


the Exglifh Governour granted him what he defir'd. That ac-_ 


cident 
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cident fhews how careful he was to preferve the Rights and 
Priviledges of his Nation; and what he did then had this fur- 
ther confequence, that the two Governours were ever after- 
wards very good friends. 


a 


CHAP. IL 


v 


Of the Eftablifbmeuts of the French im the Iflands of 


S. Bartholomew, S. Martia, avd Sante-Cruce. 


A. Frer the death of Monfieur Defzambuc, one Monfieur de 
£-\ Halde, who was his Lieutenant in that Government, was 
‘nominated to be Governour in Chief by the Gentlemen of the 
Company : But not long after, the faid du Halde coming over 
into France, Cardinal Richelien, whofe care extended to the 
moft remote places where the Fre#ch had any thing to do, un- 
dertook the confervation and advancement of that Colony in 
America, out of an endeavour to render the name of France 
-as glorious in that part of the new World, as it was here. To 
carry on that defign he thought it requifite that the Iflands 
fhould be fupply’d with a Governour accordingly : Having 
therefore fome while fought for a perfon fit for that Employ- 
ment, one eminent for his conduct, prudence, generofity, and 
the experience requifite for fo great. a charge, he at laft pitch’d 
upon Monfieur de Lonvilliers Poincy Knight, a Gentleman of a 
very ancient Houfe. 

The Cardinal prefented this excellent Perfon to King Lewis 
the XIE who approving the choice, invefted him with the 
Charge of Governour, and Lieutenant-General under his Ma- 
jefty in the Ilands of America: Whereupon Letters Patents 
were granted him in September M.DC. XXXVIIL. That qua- 
lity had not been given to any of thofe who had catalan 
in the Government of thofe Iflands. | 7 

In. the Year M. DC. XXXIX. the faid new Governour fetting 
fail from Diep about the midtt cf January, arriv’d about a 
month.after at the Caribbies, and was firft receiv'd at MJartini- 
coby the Inhabitants in Arms. He afterwards went to Garde- 
loupe and-S. Chriftophers 5 but his nobleft reception was at the 
latter: Ali the Frerch Inhabitants being.in Arms receivd him 
inthe quality of General with univerfal applaufe; and he was 
conducted to the Church, attended by his Gentlemen and 
Guards,, where Te Denuz was fung. ; 

Immediately upon his reception the Ifand began to put on 
a new. face, and within a fhort time after things were vifibly 


chang’d from better to better 5 infomuch that he not only an 
wera 


* 


73 


_ 


re The Hiftory of —— Boox MI. 


fwer'd but exceeded the expectations of his Majefty and the 
Cardinal. One of the firft things he did, was to give order 
for the building of Churches in feveral Quarters of the Ifland: 
He took care that the Priefls fhould be well lodg’d and main- 
tain’d, that they might not be diverted from the employments, 
of their Funétion : He made fuch provifions in the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice, as rendred it expeditious, and without Fees, by 
means of a Council confifting of the moft prudent and experi- 
enc d among the Officers of the I{land: His vigilance reform’d 
and prevented the diferders which eafily creep in among perx- 
fons fhuffled together from divers places, and of different hu- 
mours: His prudence in compofing and. fetling matters of 
greateft difficulty was equally admir’d by thofe who were un- 
der his Government, and his Neighbours of other Nations. — 
That greatnefs of mind, which fuccefsfully guided him to the 
accomplifhment of all his defigns, made him dreadful to all 
reftlefs and dif-fatisfy’d {pirits: His affability, eafinefs of ac- 
cefs, and his kind entertainment towards Strangers, brought 
Trading and plenty into the Ifland 5; and his goodnefs and libe- 
rality juftly gain’d the hearts and affeCtions of the Freach: In 
a word, his Generofity fignaliz’d in many occurrences as well in 
France, during the noble Employments he had in his Majefties 
Armies, as in America fince his Government there, in the pre- 
fervation, dilatation, and reduction of fo many confiderable 
places, wrought fuch a terrour in the Spaméard, that he never 
fince proffer’d to oppofe his glorious Enterprizes. - 

Having fetled S. Chriftophers in good order as to Trading, 
and all other Concerns, and made it the moft flourifhing I- 
fland of all the Caribbies, as we have reprefented it in the 
fourth Chapter of the precedent Book, he afterwards ex- 


- tended the Freweh Colony into thofe of S. Bartholomew, S. 


Martins, and Santa Crace, whereof we have given an account 
in their proper places, yet fo as we {till have many confide- 
rable circumftances to deliver concerning the Conqueft of 
the Ifland of Santa Cruce, which we {hall here take occafion 
to infert. . 
The {land of Sazta Cruce hath been fubject to many Ma- 
{ters in a fhort time, and for many years together the Exglifh 


and Dutch had {ome conteftations about the propriety of it: 


At laft they made a divifion of it between them ; but in the 
‘Year M.DC.XLIX. the Englifh having obferv'd that they 
much exceeded the Dutch in number, forc’d them to depart 
the Ifland. But they alfo continu’d not long Matters of it 5 for 
foon after the Spaziards who were Inhabitants of the Ifland 
of Porte-Rico made an incurfion into it, burnt their houfes, 
put to the fword all the Exglifh they found in Arms, and or- 
der’d the reft with their baggage and wives to be tranfport- 
ed to the Barbouthos. : ) | 


Having 
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Having thus laid the Ifland defolate, as they were fetting 
things in order for their returning aboard their Veflels, and to 
taketheir courfe back to Porto-Rico, there arrives thither a 
Ship from the Milands of S. Exftace and S. Martins, wherein 
there were a confiderable number of men, who having re- 
ceiv'd intelligence of the defeat of the Exglifh, and imagining 
that the Spaniards were gone, would have reviv'd the preten- 
fions of the Dutch to that {land : but the Spaziards having the 
advantage, as being ten to one, the Dvtch were fore'd to ac- 
cept of fuch terms of accommodation as the others were 
pleas'd to givethem. The crafty Spawiards had indeed pro- 
mis’d them good quarter, but their defign was to tranfport 
them to Porto-Rico to their Governour, who, according tothe 
Spanifh humour,would not have treated them over-chriftianly. 
But as good fortune would have it, juft as the Spaniards 
were preparing for their return with the Dutch Prifoners, who 
had fo unfortunately fallen into their hands, two Frezch Ships 
well manu’d, and furnifh’d with all forts of Provifions and 
Ammunition, arrivd in the Hland, fent thither by the French 
General de Poincy, to fend the Spaniard packing thence, and 
take pofleffion of it for the King of France. This relief.came 
“in very feafonably for the deliverance of the furpriz’d Dutch 5 
for the Spaziards, perceiving the French landing cheerfully 
and in good order, and making a confiderable Body of gallant 
men, and ready to fight, immediately let go their Prifoners5 
and after a fhort capitulation, the Frezch {ent them an exprefs 
order to be gone aboard their Ships, witha menace that if they 
- did not, they would fall upon them as Enemies, and that they 
were not to expect any Quarter. The Spaniards thought It 
their beft courfe rather tocomply then ftand to the hazard of 
an engagement, though they much exceeded the French in 
number. 

The French General taking it into his confideration, of what 
importance the If{land in time might be, efpecially in order to 
the facilitation of other acquefts of greater concernment, 
thought it worthy his endeavours to fecure what he had fo for- 
tunately poflefs'd himfelf of, and thereupon fent a prudent and 
experignc’d Governour to command there under him: The 
perfon he pitch’d on for that Employment was Monfieur Auber, 
Major of the Ifland of S. Chrastophers, who had exercis’d that 
Charge with great approbation for many years together 5 but 
now he was advanced to the quality of Governour of that 
Iiland : He died in the exercife of that Charge, to the great 
regret of all the Inhabitants, after he had fetled the Ifland in 
good order, recover d itsruines, and laidthe foundations of 2 
Fort which he had defign’d himfelf for the fecurity of fuch 
Ships as fhould afterwards come into the Haven, and to defeat 
the hopes of the Spaniards to make any more incurfions there. 

This 
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This reduction of the Ifland under the power of the French, 


as we have defcrib’d it, happen’d in the Year M. DC. L. 


- The Dutch had builta very fair Church upon a pleafant af - 
cent of this I{land, in the form of a Crofs, which may ftill be — 
{tanding, if the Spaniards, who fhould havea refpe& for that — 
facred Sign which was on the top of the Steeple, have not ru-- 
ind it, The French are oblig’d for that Houfe of Prayer to - 


the devotion and zeal of a certain Company of Merchants be- 
longing to Flufhing, who firft peopled the Iland by a Com- 
miffion from the States-General. Ms 
The prefent King of France being inform’d of all the glori- 
ous actions done in thofe parts by Monfieur de Poimcy, and 
confidering how neceflary his contioual refidence in America 
was, granted him new Letters Patents, whereby he confirm'd 
him in the Charge of Governour and Lieutenant-General in 
thofe placess andthe Queen, during her Regency, gave hima 
great commendation for his noble Enterprizes, and Fidelity to 
the Kings fervice. | 


In the Year M.DC.LI. the French Governour, with the. - 


‘Kings confent, treated with the Gentlemen of the Company 


we mentioned before, and having reimburs’d them all the 


purchas’d to himfelf the Seigniory and Fee-fimple of the Iflands 


_ of &. Chriftophers, S, Bartholomew, 8. Martin, Santa-cruce, and 


other adjacent I{lands, and that in the name, and for the bene- 
fit. of his Order of Adaita 5 and it is one of the nobleft, richeft, 
and moft honourable Seigniories of any that Order enjoys'un- 
der the Sovereignty of his Majefty of France: And fince that 
time the faid King hath made an abfolute bequeft of all thofe 
iflands- to the Order of A/alta, referving to himfelfthe Sove- 
reignty thereof; and the homage of a Crown of Gold, to be 
prefented at every change of King, of the value of a thoufand 
Crowns; as it appears by the Letters Patents dated in Adarch, 
M. DC. LI. i | 


_ charges they had been at in the eftablifhment of that Colony, | 


¢ 


Montieur du Parquet, Governour of Martinico, did the like ~> 


for the iflands of Martinico, Granada, and Saintaloufia: Mon- 
fieur d Howell, Governour of Gardeloupe, did the fame thing 
for the Ilands of Gardeloupe, Marigalanta, Defirado, and the 


Saints. The two laft mentioned are not yet inhabited; but 


he hath purchas’d the Seigniory of thofe places by way of ad- 
vance, that others might not without breach of civility poffefs 
themfelves thereof: For it isto be obferv d, that the Company 
which had the direction of the Mlands of America, but is now 
difioly'd, had obtain’d of the King all the Iflands of the Carsb- 
bies, as well thofe then inhabited, asthofe in procefs of time to 


be fo: So that thefe Gentlemen, who have treated with the 


Company, would needs have mentioned in their Grant, fome 
Iflands which are not yet inhabited, yet lye neer and very con- 
venient 
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venient for them, infomuch as when they; fhall ave men e+ 
nough in their.other Iilands,. they will be the more.eafily trant 
planted into thofe, unlefs the Exg/zfh or Dutch chatce to be be- 
fore-hand with them: For it isa general Rule, {fhata Goun- 
try deftitute of Inhabitants belongs to him who firt pofiefies 
himielf of it 5, fo that neither the King of France’s-Grant, nor 
yet that of the Company does any thing more then feeure thofe 


Gentlemen again{t the pretentions of fuch of their own Nati- 
on ismight oppofe their defigns. ; “Od Hoists i 
_; Tlws of all the Mlands which the Frevch are poffefs'd of in 


America the King of France referves to bimfelf thé Sovereigns 


ty, and M. M. de Poincy, du Parquet,.and d’ Houel have the 


Seigniory thereof, without any acknowledgment of the Com- 
pany, which hath abfolutely quitted all its pretentions to the 
faid Gentlemen. Fare A. 

As tor the Exglifh Governours of S. Chriftophers, Sir Thowas 
Warner dying, atter he had glorioufly eftablith’d his Country- 


men in the Caribbies, and lett the Ifand of S. Chriftophers inha- 


bited by twelve or thirteen thoufand Evelifh, Mir. Rich, who 


-was the principal Captain in the Ifland, was advane'd to that 


~ Charge 5 and this latter alfo dying, Mr. Everard Was advanc’d 


to the Government, which he ftill exercifes with general ap- 


probation, as we had occafion to fhew when we treated of the 


Mand of S.Chriftophers.’ 


2 WES 


for the moft part they are but one or. two Stories high at the 
moft, that they may the more eafily refift the winds, which 
fometimes blow in thofe parts with extraordinary violence. 
Of thefe Edifices we have {poken already in feveral places of 


~ the, precedent Book, when we gave a particular account of 


the feveral Hlands. ii 
But we have this particularly to adde here, that the Englifh 
are the beft accommodated for Lodgings of any of the Inhabi- 


tants of thofe Tilands, and have’ their houfes well furnith’d, 


which is to be attributed to theirconftant abode in their: Colo- 
nies, where they endeavour to get all. conveniences as: much 
Aa as 
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as if they were the places of their birth: They are alfo mof 
of them married, whence it comes that they take greater pains 
to fupply themfelves with all things requifite, then thofe are 
apt todo who lead fingle lives, as moft of the Freach do. 

We had an intention to conclude this Chapter with the 
~ courfe taken by M. Auber to make up a peace with the Caribbi- 
ans, upon his taking poffeflion of the Government of Garde- 
Joupe 5 but in regard the difcourfe is fomewhat long, and may 
conduce much to the difcovery of the humours and difpofiti- 
ons of thofe Indzans, of whom we are to treat more at large in 
this fecond Book, we thought it better difposd into a Chapter — 
apart. 


CHAP. IIL 


Of the Eftablifbment of the French Colony in the Ifland 
of Gardeloupe, confequently to the Peace concluded 
with ‘ihe ‘Caribbians of Dominico, 7 the Year 
M. DC. XL. 7 | 


He firft among the Frerch who took pofleffion of the 

Ifland of A landed there in the Year 1635. 
by order from a Company of Merchants of the City of Deep, 
which, under the Authority of the General Company of the 
Iflands of America conftituted at Paris, {ent thither two Gen- 
tlemen, du Pleffzs and de l’ Olive, to command there upon their 
account : But the former dying fome few months after his 
eftablifhment, and the other becoming unfit for the govern- 
ment of a new-planted Colony,*through the lofs of his fight, 
and his continual indifpofitions, as we have mentioned in the 
precedent Chapters, the Frexch Governour-General took or- 
der that the Inhabitants of that Ifland fhould be fupply’d with 
all things neceffary : For it is probable they would have abfo- 
lutely forfaken it, had not the faid Governour fent over re- 
cruits of Auxiliaries to them, under the condutt of Verzade 
and Sabouilly, to oppofe the defigns of the Carzbbians, who 
with much animofity difputed the poffeffion of it with them: 
So that if that Colony is not oblig’d for its eftablifhment to 
the General de Poincy, this at leaft muft be acknowledg’d, that 
its prefervation and fubfiftence was the effect of his care. He — 
accordingly approv'd and confirm’d, in the Kings name, the — 
nomination which the Company of the Iflands had made of 
M. Auber to be Governour of that Ifland. 

This new Governour took the Oath of Allegeance before 

the General, the 20% of O@ober M.DC. XL. but before " fell 
own 
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down to S. Chriftophers, the Ship which, had brought him out 
of France into Averica cafting Anchor neer Dominico, many 
of the Savages, who had obferv'd the Ship at a diftance, and 
concluded from the expreffions of friendfhip which had been 
made to them, that they had no enemies in that Veffel, grew 
fo confident as to come into it. It fortunately happen’d, that 
thofe who had come out upon the difcovery were fome of the 
chiefeft Captains of the Ifland: M. Auber refolv’d to make all 
the advantage he could of that opportunity, imagining it 
might conduce very much to the making of an alliance with 
that people, which had been exafperated and incens’d againft 
the French by the violences and cruel ufage of de I’ Olive, one. 
of his Predeceifors inthat Charge, as alfo by the ill condud of. 
thofe who commanded the Recruits which the General had 
{ent over for the fecurity of the {land : And having withal an 
inkling that thofe of that Nation are eafily drawnin by kind- 
- neffes and little Prefents, he omitted nothing which he con- 
ceiv'd might promotehisdefign, = =. _ 7 
He thereupon acquainted them, that he was newly come 
from France, and that he was fent over to be Governour of 
Gardeloupe ; that he had been much troubled to hear of the. 
differences which for fome years had continued between them 
and the French; that he wascome with an intention to make. 
a friendly compofure thereof; and that he would be. their 
Companion and good Neighbour, and live with them, as their, 
late old friend M. dw Pleffis had done. Thefe proffers were, 
- interrupted now and then with glaffes of Aqua-vite, which he 
order d ever and anon to be prefented to them. ,islly ai! 
Thefe Savages finding fo free and cordial a reception, after 
they had difcours’d a while among themfelves, in the Language. 
they fpeak, concerning their military affairs, which is under- 
ftood only by the moft ancient Conductors of their Enterpri- 
zes, relolvd to accept of the proffer which had been made 
them, and to renew the ancient amity, by renouncing what- 
ever might tend to the profecution of that bloody War. which 
had fo much incommodated both parties. But before they 
would promife any thing, they ask’d Monfieur Auber, whether 
P Olive, Sabouzlly, and all thofe who had follow’d their violent. 
courfes, fhould be forc’d to depart the Ifland ?. Whereto it be- 
ing anfwer’d that they fhould, they reply’d, that it muft ne- 
ceflarily be fo, and that otherwife they fhould ftill have an 
animofity again{t the Frerch, faying, 2 Ove and Sabouilly are 
not good for the Caribbians : Thofe were their words. Where- 
upon M. 4xber having affur’d them that their defires fhould be 
fatisfy’d, and that for his part he would be good to them, if 


they on their parts would be good 3 which they promisd to - 


be. Thefe things concluded, he gave them a very noble 
_ treatment, beftow’d fome Prefents among them, and difmifs'd 
Aa 2 them 
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them the moft fatisfy'd people in the world. 

From the road of Dowinico M. Auber went to Gardeloupe, 
where having difposd his equipage he return’d to S. Christo- 
phers, to give the.General an account of what had paft, who 
was well fatisfy’d with the choice which the Company had’ 
made of him for that Employment. - 

Being return’d to his Government, he was gallantly receiv'd 

by all the Inhabitants, who efteem’d him for his experience in 
whatever might contribute to the advancement of newly- 
planted Colonies, asalfo out of a perfwafion, that his prudence 
would remedy the diforders paft, and his generofity oppofe 
the prefent difficulties, and undertake all things requifite for 
the quiet and welfare of the Ifland 5; and his mildnefs and af- 
fability would gain him the affeCtions of all there, as they had, 
done at S. Ghriftophers, where he had been accounted one of 
their beft Captains. His Commiffion was‘read and publifh'd 
— a together, at the head of all the Companies of the 
Ifland. . 
_ The War which had been fomented between the Savages 
and the Frezch by the ill counfel of fome reftlefs fpirits, and 
the credulity of the precedent Governour who had harkned 
thereto, together with the differences, jealoufies and animofi- 
ties which thofe boutefeus had rais’d among the principal In- 
habitants of the Ifland, had rendred it the moft defolate of all 
the Colonies of America: Want of provifions had reduc'd 
many to fo great extremities, that life grew wearifom to them, 
and death was the object of their wifhes: The continual fear 
they were in of being furpriz’d by the Savages, oblig’d them te 
be alwaysin Arms, and to leave their Gardens and Plantations _ 
uncultivated; and the infupportable treatment they receiv d 
from fome Officers who abus‘d their Authority, had brought 
them to the threfhold of inevitable deftruction. 

But affoon as M. Aber had aflum’d the Government, by the 


‘unanimous acclamations of all the Inhabitants, and brought 


them the news of an aflured peace, which he had concluded 
with the Savages their neighbours, and hop’d very fuddenly 
to fee confirm’d by all the affurances could be expected from — 
a Nation fo unciviliz’d as that of the Caribbiavs, the difturbers — 
of the publick tranquillity were difpers’d, and the well-affe- 
ded found themfelves in fafety under the prudent conduc of 
fo worthy,a Governour, who us‘d all poffible endeavours to 
bring the Ifland to.a perfect fetlement : Infomuch that the Co- 
lony feem’d to have put on a new face 5 Juftice began to flou- 
rifh; the unity and labours of the Inhabitants retriv’d: the 


plenty, trading, and peace, which had been forc’d thence be- 


fore; and the pious example of the Commander in chief had 
the expected influence over all the members of that Colony. 
Though he had motion’d a Treaty of peace with the Sava- 
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ges, yet did he conceive it expedient, for fear of a furprize, 
that the Inhabitants fhould ftill keep their Guards: Accord- 
ingly he planted Sentinels in all thofe places where the Ca- 
ribbians might moft eafily land without being difcover’d : 
He chang’d'the Guards, and plac’d them in other more ad- 
vantagious places 5 and he thought it prudence to keep under 
thofe who weuld have ruin’d the firft foundations he had Jaid 
of the firm peace and alliance with thofe reconciled enemies, 
charging the former by exprefs prohibitions to forbear all acts 
of hoftility, that they might not by their particular animofi- 
ties ob{truct the general agreement wherein all the Inhabitants 
were fo much concern‘d. LT Sy 

The faid Governour taking further into his confideration, 
that the Iflands were to fubfift by Trading ; that nothing puts 
a greater flurre upon them then the bad Commodities vented 
therein; and that Tobacco was the only Commodity at that 
time of any efteem at Gardelonpe 3 and that feveral perfons 
put off what was not merchantable, which procedure had 
caus’d. the Ifland to be flighted by Forreigners, who upon 
that account had forborn fending any Ships thither 5 he ap- 


pointed certain perfons who well underftood the management. 


of Tobacco, and thefe carefully examin’d the making up of 
it, and had order to caft into the Sea what was decay’d, or 
wanted thofe qualities it ought to have to be allowable. 

This good order taken, as Well in order to military affairs 
as policy; brought the Ifland in a fhort time into a flourifhing 
condition 5 and the report of its amendment occafion’d the 
coming thitner of many Merchants, and invited a great num- 
ber of confiderable families to fetle themfelves there. 

But to return to the Savages who had vifited M. Amber in 
his Ship at his firftarrival, and hadtreated with him about a 
peace, uponthe conditions before-mentioned ; they were no 
fooner got home into their Country, where they were expect- 
ed with much impatience, upon this fcore, that they had con- 
tint’'d a great whilein the Ship, but they celebrated all over 

the If{land the noble entertainment they had receiv’d from the 
Governour newly come from Frazce. The confiderable Pre- 
fents he had beftow’d on them was an authentick aflurafice of 
his’ goodnefs and liberality. To this they added, that their 
enemies, /’ Olive and Sabouilly, being ordered to depart Garde- 
loupe, they had madea peace with that brave Companion, who 
had treated them fo kindly, that he was worthy of their alli- 
ance. That he might take no further occafion of diftruft, 
they urg’d the neceflity there was that they fhould forbear 
making thofe incurfions into Gardeloupe which they had been 
wont to make in the time of War: And that when certain 
news came that the new Governour was fully eftablifh’d in his 
Government, they would give him a vifit, carry him cease 
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and folemnly confirm that peace which was likely to proverfo 
advantagious for the future. The Caribbians, who had loft 
many of their men in the former engagements againft the 
French, and grew weary of dealing with fuch expert enemies, 
were glad to hear what was propos'd to them by the principal 
Captains in their Country: So that they approvd all that had 
pais'd between them and the Frezch Governour, and behav d 
themfelves as they fhould do in order to the confirmation 
of the peace. : : i 
About the fpace of five-months the Savages punually 
obferv'd the promife they had made to M. Auber, of not 
giving any further difturbance to the French : Imagining that 


‘time fufficient to let all the Inhabitants of Gardelonupe know 


what alliance had been contracted at the road of Dowinico, 
they refolv'd to fend thither a folemn Deputation, to con- 


firm the peace, and wifh the Governour all profperity. There 


was a great competition among the Savages who fhould be ho- 
nour'd with a Commiffion of fo great importance: They re- 
folv’d then, to fatisfie the moft eminent among them wig iets 
competitors for that Embaffie, to pitch upon two of their 
moft ancient and moft renowned Captains, and to give each 
of them a confiderable Convoy, confifting of the choice of 
their braveit Officers and Souldters: And that there might be 
no jealoufie among the Captains, they. thought it fit they 
fhould depart in two feveral Piragas, each of them with his 
retinue, and in fuch order as that one fhould precede the other 
by one day. 

The chiefeft of thefe Embaffadours was call’d Captain Ays- 
chow, a perfon very confiderable among them, and he was ac- 
company’d by thirty of the moft active and moft expert of Do- 
winico. M. Auber was wont to fay, that he had never feen any 
Savages fo well fhap'd and active astheywere. Thefe Savages 
therefore, relying on the promife he had made them in the 
Road, landed at Gardeloupe, where hearing by the Guards 
that M. Auber was in the Ifland, and in good health, they 
confidently landed, and defired to fee him, having in the 
mean. time left fome of the lefs confiderable of their party 
to look to the Piraga. While fome. went to acquaint the 
Governour with the arrival of thefe Deputies of Dowminico, 
Captain Amichon, who was to be the Speaker, difpatch’d a- 
way two of his retinue loaden with the beft fruits of their 


Country, which they had brought along with them for a 
Prefent. 


The French Governour was extremely glad to hear of — 


their arrival, and having immediately commanded all thofe 
of his houfhold and the whole Quarter not to give them 
the leaft occafion to fear any ill treatment, he would needs 


go himfelf to meet them, with a countenance which fuffici- _ 


ently 
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ently exprefs'd how welcome they were. We {hall not trou- 
ble our felves to infert here the Speech and Complements 
made by Captain Amichox at this firft interview : He was one 
of thofe who had vifited M. Auber in his Ship, fo that he eafi- 
ly knew him again. He immediately pave him to underftand, 
that he was come to confirm what they had refolv’d together 
at the Road of Dominico concerning the peace 5 and that all 
the Caribbzans of his Country were defirous of it. The Frexch 
Governour in anfwer thereto, made them fenfible as well by 
his Interpreter as his countenance, that for his part he would 
inviolably obferve that union, provided they were not the 


. firft breakers of ic. Having afterwards brought them to his 


houfe, and knowing that. good cheer was the beft feal could 
be put to that Treaty of peace, he call'd for fome Aqua-vitz, 
and order’d to be brought what was moft delicious in the 


‘Tfland: At laft he crown’d the Entertainment with Prefents 


of all the curiofities moft in efteem amiong the Savages. And 
that all the Deputies might participate of the good cheer and 
liberality of the Governour, thofe who had been treated went 
to relieve thofe who were left behind to look to the Piraga, 
who alfo in their turn receivd the fame treatment and Pre- 
fents which the others had had. Captain Amichon forgot 
not, according to the cuftom they obferve towards their 
friends, to take M. 4uber’s name, and to give him his own. 

Having been thus civilly receiv’d and treated, they return’d 
very joytully to their Piraga, and fet fail towards their own 


 Hfland: They met at a certain rendezvouz, which they had 


agreed upon before they had left Doménico, with the other 
Piraga, which brought over the other Embafladour, whofe 


mame was Captain Baroz, with his retinue. This fecond 


Captain underftanding from the former what reception he 
and his retitlue had at Gardelowpe, got thither the next day. 


_ This Baron had been a great friend of M. dx Pleffis, who dy’d 


Governour of Gardelowpe, but having equal authority with 


. M.del’ olive, his Collegue, who after du Pleffis death impru- 


dently engag’d the French into a War with the Savages. 

This Captain then, who had often vifited M. dw Pleffis, and 
remembred the friendfhip he had born him, being fatisfy’d of 
the generofity of the Frexch, went afhore with his Company, 
and was condu¢ted to the Governour’s, who treated him with 
the fame ceremonies as he had done the former: But when he 
came to hear that the Captain had been intimately acquainted 
with M. da Pleffis, arid that there had been a familiar corre- 
fpondence between them, he treated him with greater tefti- 
monies of affection then he had done the others, and en- 
ter'd into a particular friendfhip with him, receiving his 
name, and giving him his own. Thus was the latter Depu- 
tation difmifs’d with greater fatisfaion then the saesen 
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and promis‘d'to continue their vifits for the future: But both 
of them gave a large account at their Carbetts, of the civilities 
and good entertainment of the new Governour.ig..) 0 58 
> Captain Baroz, who had been fo kindly receiv'd at his firft 

vifit, {taid not long ere hey made:a fecond : At the Jatter the 
Governourfhew'd him one of M.-dz Pleffis Sons, to. whom the 
Captain made:athouland carefies, in’ remembrance: of his Fa- 
ther, ‘whom he call’d his: Companion, and the Friend of his 
Nations »Trietit is, that Gentleman: had infinuated himfelf 


— into the affeCtion of thofe Barbarians, who had:a refpect for 


his merits and excellent éndowments. ristde yUaRRory, 
| After this vifit;:and feveral others which the Caribbzans dai- 
ly made, M. Auber would be affur'd of them by Hoftages, that 
they would obferve the alliance:.'To that purpofe:he apply'd 
himfelf to Captain Barov, with whom he had contracted a 
greater. friend {hip then with the others, and whom he call’d his 
Companion; : as fucceeding to the alliance there bad fometime 
been between him and M. du Pleffis. \M. Auber afk’d him one 
day; whether he thought it not rational, that, to be aflur’d of 
thofe of :his.Nation, he fhould require fome of their children 
to be deliver'd up to him as Hoftages ? The Captain, who was 


of a judgment and underftanding much beyond; the: ordinary 
rate of Savages, immediately replyd, that the mutual fafety . 


‘was to be. procurd upon equal.conditions. and that if they 


_ideliver'd up fome of their children to. the Frezch, it was but, 


guft the French fhould do the like withithem....He thereupon 
‘prefented:to 'M. Axber fome of his: own children who had ac- 


company’d him; and the other accepting of thé proffer, made. 


-choice of:one of them, a young lad, whofe countenance and 


demeanour was fomewhat more pleafing and attractive, in a | 


word, one who was in feveral refpects more amiable then any 
of his brethren: The Father was.content to part with his Son, 
and the Son was content to ftay with M. Auber; an accident 
that feldom happens among the Savages. His name was Iwa- 
labouy. From that day M. Auber treated him-as-his-Son, and, 
always. call’d him {65 and the young Fellow call’d him Fa- 
‘ther. When he was put into cloaths, he madea fhift to be- 
have himfelf well enough; nor did he find it any hard mat- 
ter to enure himfelf to the Ewropear courfe of life. Captain 
Baron defir'd to have as acounter-hoftage one of Miftrefs An- 


-ber's Sons, who had. been firft wife to M. dz Pleffis, and was 


then married to M. Auber: But .M. Auber having reprefented 
tothe Captain, that young dé Pleffis was. of too foft a na- 
ture to, endure the hardfhip of a Caribban life, prevail'd 
with him to accept by way of Hoftage, inftead of him, one 


? 


of his Servants, who willingly proffer'd to follow him. That ~ 


young man being of a {trong conftitution, continu'd fome 
moneths among the Savages, -who. treated him with much 


kindnefs;, > 
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kindnefs ; but whether the change of air, or nourifhment 
caus‘d fome alteration in him, he fell fick fome time after: 
Which Captain Baron hearing of, and fearing he might dye 
among them, he brought him back to M. Auber, and requit’d 
‘not any other perfon in his ftead, faying that he would have 
no other Hoftage then the word of his Companion. True it 
is, he: would have perfwaded his own Son to return along - 
with him, but he could not prevail with him, the Youth tell- 
ing him, that he thought himfelf in a better condition with 
. Auber then with his Father. ia 
_ Captain Baron having left at Gardeloupe fo precious an en- 
“gagement, took occafion to make frequent vifits to M. Auber, 
_and by.that means to fee his Son: And finding himfelf ex- 
‘tremely oblig’d to M. Auber for the many favours he receiv’d 
from him, efpecially for the tender affection he bore his Son, 
he bethought.himfelf to find out fome occafions whereby he 
“might exprefs his acknowledgments thereof: He refolv’d 
‘therefore to make a difcovery to hith, that during the Wars 
between thofe of his Nation and the French, who were com- 
manded byl’ Olive, he had taken a young Fre#ch-man Prifo- 
ner, atid had given him his life only upon this fcore, that he 
had fometime been a Servant to M. dz Pleffis, his old Compa- 
nion : And that it was neer three years that he had him,- and 
gave him more then ordinary liberty, though it had been-in 
his power to put him to death, becaufe he was taken in Arms, 
and in the heat of the Engagement : But that he had not us‘d 
extremity , remembring the ancient friendfhip between him 
and M. dz Pleffis, in whofe attendance he had feen that Frexch- 
man. M. duber compaffionating the young mans condition, 
entreated the Captain to deliver him up 5 which he promis’d, 
and not many days after was as good as his word 3 and he 
whofe good fortune it was to be thus retriv’d, ftaid a long 
time after at Gardeloupe. cng ie 
_ The generous Captain, not thinking it enough to have thus 
oblig’d M. Auber, and parted with his Prifoner, told him of 
another Captain of Dominico who alfo hada Frezch-man in his 
, houfe, a Prifoner at War, and proffer’d to follicite that Cap- 
tain to fet him at liberty. He prevail’d, and fome days after 
brought over that other Prifoner, whofe name was Jean 
Jardin. ‘This being a fubtle young fellow had gain’d the affe- 
ctions not only of the Captain, whofe Prifoner he was, but 
alfo of all the Caribbians, who had as much kindnefs for him 
as if he had been of their own Nation: And he had fuch an 
excellent memory, that he had got their Language in per- | 
~ fection. 
© M. Auter defirous to make fome return of thefe good offices 
and expreffions of affection, befides the Prefents he daily 
made the Captain, would needs ree his whole Nation. 
B ~ le 
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Tt was when the Captain was engag’d for the War againft 
the Aronagues, who inhabit Trz#ity-Iland, and to that pur- 
pofe had made extraordinary preparations. For this nobly- 


. minded Savage coming to take leave of M. Auber before -he 


went upon that expedition, he beftow’d on him, to be put in- 
to his party, one of his menial Servants, who was his Fowler, 
named Des Seriffiers, who had along time wifh'd himfelf pre- 
fent at the Engagements of thofe Savages 5 and he furnifh’d 
him with good fire-arms, and all things requifite to make ufe 
thereof. , te 

_ Captain Baroz was much aftonifh’d at that favour, and 
having joyfully accepted of it, made extraordinary declarati- 
ons thereof among thofe of his own Nation. This Volunteer 
very cheerfully follow’d the Captain, and was at the Engage- 
ment with the Arouagnes of Trinity-Mland, to which there 


‘came a powerful Army of Savages from all the Carzbby-Iflands. 


The Frexch-man did as much upon that occafion as could be 
expected from a gallant Souldier ; and being a good marks- 
man, he hurt and wounded fo many of the Aronagues, who 


‘were not accuftomed to feel the effect of fire-arms, that at laft 


they took the rout, and retreated into the mountains, leaving 
the fpoil to the victorious Caribbians. From that time Se-, 
riffiers was. ever look’d upon by thofe of that Nation as a 


great Captain; and they could not fofficiently admire the 


kindnefs of the French Governour, who voluntarily depriv'd 


himfelf of that young mans fervice, and lent him to them. 
All the particulars of this relation we have from very good 


hands, efpecially M. Azber’s, 

During all the time of M. Axber's government of Garde- 
loupe, the peace made with the Cariblians was inviolably ob- 
ferv'd on both fides, to the great advantage of both Nati- 
ons : For the Savages by that agreement had the opportunity 
to treat with the French for wedges, hooks, knives, and feveral 
other inftruments and commodities which they look upon as 


“the moft neceffary: ‘And the Frexch receiv'd from them in ex- 


change, Swine, Lizards, Sea-Turtles or Tortoifes, and an infi- 

nite number of other fifhes, and other refrefhments, whereof 

they made a good advantage. So that the Carzbbians were as 

it were the Pourvoyers of the Freach, who in the mean time 
labour'd in their Plantations without any difturbance. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 
Of the Trading and Employmenis of the Forreign Inha- 


bitants of the Country 3 and firft, of the culture and 
ordering of Tobacco. 


N the Caribbies Money is not us‘d in order to the carrying 

on of ordinary Traffick, but this is perform’d by the ex- 
changing of thofe Commodities which are of the growth of 
the Country for fuch as are brought out of Exrope, whether 
they confit in Cloaths, Linnen, Ammunition, or Provifions, 
and other neceffaries requifite for the better conveniences and 
enjoyments of life. And this was the common courfe of all 
Nations before the ufe of Money, and is to this day practis'd 
in divers {avage Countries, and particularly in Colchida, where 
every one brings to the Market what he hath fuperfluous, to 
fupply himfelf with what he wanes. 

The Store-houfes and Magazines of thefe Iflands are com- 
monly well furnifh’d with all forts of Commodities which are 
brought out of Exgland, France, Holland, and Zealand, nay as 
plentifully as in any place in the world. The price of eve- 
ry Commodity is not left to the choice of the Merchants 
who keep the Store-houfes, but fet upon it by the Gover- 
nours, with the advice of their Council. The Commodities 
which the Inhabitants bring in exchange for thofe before- 
mentioned, are reducible to five fpecies 5 to wit, Tobacco, 
Sugar, Ginger, Indico, and Cotton. 
. At the be'pinning all the forreign Inhabitants of the Ca 

vibbies apply’d themfelves wholly to the culture of Tobac- 
co, whereby they made a fhift to get a competent livelihood 5 
but afterwarcls the abundance that was made bringing down 
the price of it, they have in feveral places employ’d them- 
felves in the planting of Sugar-canes, Ginger, and Indico : 
And it hath pleas’d God fo to profper their defigns, that it 
is almoft a miracle to fee with what improvement all thefe 
Commodities grow in moft of the Iflands. And forafmuch 
as many who fee them in E#rope know not how they are or- 
der’d, it will be a great fatisfaction to their curiofity, to 
give a fhort account of each of them; whereto we fhall 
adde fomewhat concerning Cotton. 

True it is, that divers Authors have already treated of 
them 5 but in regard our Hiftory would be defective, if no- 
thing fhould be faid concerning them, we are in the firft 
place to affure the Reader, that the whole difcourfe we in- 
tend to make thereof is not a Copy or Extract out of any 
ether, but a true Original Kael taken with much oat 
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and fidelity: So that if we fay the fame things as others have 

done before us, thofe who fhall perufe our work will not be 

much troubled to find here the confirmation of a truth which 

comes from fo remote a part of the world, and whereof they 

cannot have too great an affirrance : And if they: find any’ 
thing that'feems'to clafh with fome precedent relations, they 

are to look on it as a difcovery of the falfhood of thofe which 

are contrary thereto: Or at leaft ours will make it apparent, 

that in all places the Planters do not. fo exactly follow the 

fame method in the ordering of thefe Commodities, but that 

fometimes fome alteration) may be obferv’d therein.. Befides, 
we have this further hope, that fome will:find in the following. 
defcriptions ‘a certain exactnefs and cleernefs which they will. 
think not unacceptable to them; .nay they may. haply meee. 
with fomething therein that is-new, and fuch as hath not, 
been. obferv'd by any other Authors :, But if there be any. 
who. fhall think there. is not any thing in this and the next. 
Chapter which they know not already, that is, nothing. 
which may either inftru@ or divert them, they are defir'd, 
not to blame our diligence, and imagine them written for 
others: who may receive, fome inftruction or divertifement 
thereby, and acknowledge themfelves oblig'd to. us for our 
care. os NE Rlecoaiall ita ieebauaeseete a 
For the getting of good and,merchantable Tobacco, the 
firft thing to be done, is, in the proper feafon to prepare the 
beds.in feveral places of the Gardens, fuch as have good fhel- 
ter from the winds; then they fow in them the feed which 
had been gather’d from the ftalks of the precedent year,which 
they fuffer to grow and ripen for that purpofe: They. mix 
afhes with the feed when, it is fown, that it-may not fall too 
thick in fome places: When it begins to.appear above ground, 
it is carefully cover’d with the-leaves of the prickly Palms, 
or with branches of Orange, or Citron-trees, to fecure it 
from the exceflive heat of the Sun, the coolnefs of the night, 
and the {poil which tame Fowl and Birds might make init. 

.. While the Plant is growing up to.a:condition.that it may be 
tranfplanted, the place into which it is to be removd jis pre- 
pared, If the Plantation be but newly eftablifh’d, it is requi- 
fite that it fhould have been cleer'd .of wood fome confiderable 
time before, and that. the branches fhould be burnt uponthe 
ground, and over the beds: And if after all that there be any 
thing remaining, whatever is not burnt muft be conveyd 
quite away, that the place may be-free. Trueitis,there’sno. © 
-need of digging the earth or turning it up, nor yet of delv- - 

ing, hut only of cleering it of all weeds, fo as that there re- 
main not any wood, nor bark, nor leaf, nor fo much as the 


leaft grafs. ‘To do that, they make ufe of a kind of broad and 


fharp Hoes, which pare and take off the furface of the ground, ~ 


and 


anal if need carry along with them the roots of the weeds, 
whofe after-growth they would prevent. me 


The ground being thus prepar’d, it is divided into feveral 


ridges or beds diftant one from the other two or three foot. 
Todo this, they make ufe of long cords, which at the diftance 


of every two foot, or thereabouts, are marked With a little’ 
piece of cloth, which is few'd thereto; and then they place’ 


little fticks at all the places anfwerable to thofe marks 5 tothe 
end, that when the time of tran{planting the young Tobacco is 
come. which is immediately after it hath pleas'd God to fend 
a good fhower.of rain, they fhould have nothing elfe to do 


Garden or Plantarion. 


bur to plant,, and, not lofe time in making thofe divifions of the 


The Tobacco-plant is ready for its removal out of the bed’ 


whereit had been firft fown, when it bath four or five leaves. 
{trong and thick enough, and about the bredth of a mans. 


pleafant {hower, of rain, ,all, thofe who are defirous of having 
good F obacco, with the firft feafon matter not much the incon- 
venience of psig wet,, fo they can,but fet a good; quantity of 
it,,in,the ground, At that time there is an emulation among 
the good hutbands, every'one endeavouring to outvye the 
other in working: Some.areemploy’d in chufing and taking. 
off the. Plants from the beds, and difpofing them into bafkets 5 
others carry them to thofe whofe work it is to plant them ex- 
a¢tly at the places which had been before marked by the cord, 
as we faid elfewhere. pi sede? br ha tt 
-. Thofe who are employ’d about the planting of them make 
a hole in the ground witha fharp ftick, into which they fet the 
root of the Tobacco; thenthey thruft the earth pretty hard 
about, yet fo as that the upper part of the Plant be not co- 
verd: And thus they do all. along every rank, and affoon as 
they have finifh’d one they begin another. Having performed 
. that exercife, at the next, meeting of the Neighbours together 
their common difcourfe is, to enquire one of another how ma- 
ny thoufands of Plants they have fet in the ground, and thence 
calculate the hopes of the future harveft. 

The Plant being thus fetin the ground, which is commonly 
done in feveral intervalls, in regard it feldom happens that 
there is fo plentiful a fall of rain as that it might be done at 
once, or haply becaufe the ground is not all prepar’d at the 
_ fame time, or that there are not Plants enough, is not there- 
upon neglected 5 on the contrary, this is but the beginning 
of rhe pains and care which the ordering of it requires; for 
the Planters mutt be very careful to vifie it often, ‘and affoon 
‘as they have perceiv’d that it hath taken root, there muft be 


hand s for then, if ic happen that the ground is foftned by a. 
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a fpecial care taken that the Gaterpillars and other mifchie- © 


vous Infeéts, whereof there are abundance in thofe Countries, 
do not gnaw it, and hinder its growth. “The 


The next work is, at leaft once every month, to weed away 
whatever might endanger the {mothering of it, diligently to 
grub up and rake the earth all about it, and to carry away 
the weeds tothe extremities of the Plantation 5 for if they be 
left in the place where they are laid upon their being taken - 
out of the ground, the leaft rain would make them take root 
afrefh, and they would require a fecond weeding. The moft 
troublefom herb of any, and that which caufes moft trouble 
to get out of the Plantations, is Purflane, which in thefe 
parts of the world grows not without the pains and induftry 
of Gardeners. This exercife is continu'd till fuch time as the 
Tobacco-plant hath cover’d all the adjacent ground, and that 
the fhade of it keeps down all other weeds. ‘ 

But though all this be done, yet are not the Planters at reft, 
inafmuch as anfwerably to. the growth of the Plant in height 
and bredth, fome mutt be continually employ‘din cutting off 
the fuperfluous leaves, taking away thofe that are dry’d up, 
rotten or decay’d, cleering it of all thofe fhoots and fuckers 
_which might hinder its coming to perfection, by diverting the 
fap from the larger leaves: In fine, when the ftalk is grown ‘to 
a convenient height, it muft be check’d, by cutting off the top 
of every Plant, thofe only excepted which are referv'd for 
feed. After all this ordering, the Plant is to continue fome 
weeks in the ground ere it comes to maturity, during which 
there is a little ceffation of labour and attendance aboutit. 

But if the laborious Planter be exempted from the great 
pains he had beftow'd about it, he fhall not want work; for 
there muft be a place prepar’d, where it is to be difpos'd as 
foon as it is ripe. Care muft be taken, that the Grange or 
Store-houfe, where it ought to be dry’d to a certain medio- 
crity, be well cover’d and clofe of all fides; that it be furnifh’d 
with good ftore of poles fit for it to be laid upon; that provi- 
fion be made of a certain thin bark taken from a tree called 
Mahot, co faften every Plant tothe poles 5 and that the place 
defign’d for the making of it up into rolls or pricks fhould have 
all things requifite for that work. . 

While all thefe preparations are made, if the Tobacco- 
leaves lofe ever fo little of their firft verdure, and withal 
begin to bow down more then ordinary towards the ground, 
and if the {cent of them grows ftronger, it is a fign that the 
Plant is come to maturity: And then, taking a very fair 
day, after the dew is fallen off, it isto be cut about an inch a- 
bove ground, and left upon the place till the evening, turning 
it once or twice, that the Sun may take away fomewhat of its 
moifture : In the evening it is carry’d by armfuls into the 
houfe. It is faften’d by the lower end of the ftalk to the 
poles, fo that the leaves hang downwards: It is alfo requifite 
that they fhould not be laid too clofe one to the other, left a 

¢ 


Car.1V. The Caribby-Iflands. 198 


be corrupted, or be not dry enough, for want of air. 

This firft cutting down of the Tobacco being over, they 
often vifit the Plants which are hung upa drying, while the 
reft which had been left growing comes to ripenefs 5 and when 
they find the leaves fit to be made up into rolls, that is, when 
they are neither too dry (for in that cafe they would not be 
able to endure the wheel), nor yet too moift (for then. they 
would corrupt in a fhort time), they are taken off the poles, 
they are laid in heaps at the end of the Grange, and every 
{talk is {tript of its leaves, after this manner. 

_~" Inthe firft place, they lay afide all the longeft and all the 
‘broadeft leaves, and they take away the great ftalk which 
‘runs through the midft of them ; the leffer leaves are alfo 
Taid by themfelves, to be difpos’d within the roll, and the 
greater ferve for coverings and fhrowds for them. . Thefe 
leaves thus difpos’d are ranked on planks or tables, clofe by 
‘him who is to make them up into rolls, which he makes big- 


ger or fmaller, as may be feen by thofe brought over into — 


‘thefe parts. 

~~ There is a certain art'in making up the rolls, and thofe who 
can do it with expedition and dexterity are highly efteem’d, 
and get much more then thofe who are employ’d about order- 

‘ing’ the ground: They muft have their hands and arms ex- 

“tremely fupple and nimble, to make the wheel turn with fuch 

“fpeed, and ftill to obferve the fame proportion, that fo the 
roll may be equally big in all parts. sf 

There is a particular artifice, in the bufinefs of Tobacco, to 

“difpofe and lay it after the winding fo as that it may be the 
more eafily put up on the fticks, which are all to be of a cer- 
tain bignefs and length, to avoid deceit. 

When the Tobacco is thus made up, it is convey’d to the 
Store-houfe, and cover’d with Bazanas or {ome other leaves, 
that it may not be prejudic’d by taking wind, and be of a good 

fair colour. That which cuts fomewhat unGuoufly, is black- 

“ifh.and fhining, and hath a pleafant and ftrong {cent, and burns 
‘eafily in the Pipe, is accounted the beft. . 

_ ‘Wetold you, that the Tobacco-plant was cut almoft even 
with the ground, and not pluck’d up by the roots; and itis 
purpofely focut, that ic may fhoot forth new ftalks: And in- 

_-deed it produces a fecond Plant, but fach as is neither fo 

-ftrong nor fo fair as the former; nor is the Tobacco made 

“thereof fo-much efteem'd, nor will keep fo well : It is call’d 

»by fome Shoot-Tobacco, or Sucker-Tobacco, or Tobacco of 
‘the fecond cutting or growth: Nay fome will have three 

_ *fhoots from the fame ftalk 5 and that humour hath brought 
the Tobacco which comes from fome Tflands: into dif-elteem: 
“Now fince we have exprefs'd our felves fo much at large 


° concerning the manufa@ture of Tobacco, we fhall not. think 
wi it 
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it improper to infert in this place what is practis’d by fome cu- 
rious perfons, whereby it is made more excellent then that 
which commonly goes under the name of Virimus-Tobacco, 
keeps well, and. hath a {cent which fortifies the brain. After 
they have fet afide the Plants of the firft cutting, and while 
they are drying on the poles, they gather together all the caft 
leaves, the {mall fhoots,.as alfo the filaments which are taken 
out of the midft of the leaves which have been already cleer'ds 
and-after they have pounded them in a mortar, all is put into 
abag, which is put into a prefs to force out the juice, which 
is afterwards boil’d over a foft fire till it be reduc’d to the eon- 
fiftency of a Syrup: ‘That done, there:is put into that decott- 
on a little Copal; which isan aromatick gum, the virtue where- 
of is to fortifie the brain. This gum diftills froma tree of the 
fame name, which is common in the Continent,of bie 
and in the Iflands about the gulf of Hondures. , 

After this drug is put into the compofition aforefaid, it ee | 
be well ftirr’d, that its {weet {cent and other qualities maybe 
communicated and diffus'd through the whole decoction: | 
Then it muft be taken off the fire,;and when-it. is coldsit is 
fet in a veflel neer the perfon who.makes up the roll of To- 


-bacco, and. as often as -he takes a handful, of ‘the leaves.to 


feed the roll, he muft wet his hand in that. liquor, and, wipe 
it with the ipages. This fecret hath. an admirable effect to 
make the Tobacco. keep, well; and, derives) to jit a virtue 
which extremely heightens its prices 9 y/o) dy) 

The Tobacco thus order’d is to be made up into a me at 
feaft as big as amans thumb, and be afterwards’ divided. into 
little rolls not weighing above ten pound at the moft, and then 
fent in little veffels or clofe bafketsmade for that purpofe; to 
keep it the better. Some. Inhabitants. of the Iflands having 
made tryal of this fecret, have put off theirs for right, Vivinws- 
Tobacco, and fold it at ‘the fame rate.” . 

Thofe who imagine that Tobacco grows without any trou- 
ble; and that rolls of it are, as,they fay, found growing on 
Trees in America, and that there is no more to be done but © 
to fhake them downs or haply are perfwaded that it requires 
no great trouble to bring thema to perfection, will be unde- 


ceiv'd when they come to read this relation of the culture 


and preparation of Tobacco 5 whereto we have only this to 
adde, that if they had themfelves feen the poor Servants and 
Slaves, who are employ’d about this painful work, expos'd the 
greateft part of the day to the fcorching heat of the Sun, and 
{pending one half of the night in reducing it to that pofture 
wherein it is tranfported into Exrope, no doubt they would — 
have a greater efteem for, and think much more precious that 
herb, which is procur’d with the Ayecat and. labours of fo ma- 
ny miferable creatures. 
we 
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We fhall not need to infert here what, Phyiitians wri e of 
the miraculous effects of Tobacco, but leave the move curi- 
ous to confult their Books, wherein they give a ftrange ac- 
' count thereof: Only this we fhall affirm, that the virtues of 
it mu{t needs bg very great, fince it hath its cotirfe all over 
the world, and that ina manner all Nations upon Earth, as 

well thofe that are civiliz’d as thofe that ftill continue in their 

Barbarifm, have afforded it a kind reception, and have ad- 
_ vis'd the taking of it: And though fome Princes have prohi- 
bited the ufe of it intheir Territories, out of a-fear that the 

money of their Subjects, which is rare and precious, fhould be 
turn’d into fmoak, and flip out of their hands for a thing 
which feems not to be fo neceflary to life; yet is there not 
any but will allow it a place among the drugs and remedies of 

Phyfick. F | 

The more delicate and curious among thofe Nations who: 
are diipos’d intoshot Countries, qualifie it with Sage, Rofe- 

# Mary, and certain Perfumes, which give it a very pleafant. 
— fcent 5 and having redue’d it to powder, they take it in at the 
noftril. _ Tholé Nations. who inhabit cold Countries, forbid 
not Perfous of Qualicy the ufe of it 5 nay it isa perfection.and., 
céextain gallantry in the Ladies of thofe Parts, gracefully to: 
handle a Pipe, whereof the boal is of Coral or Amber, and 
the head of Silver or Gold, and to puff out the fmoak of this 
herb.without the Jeaft wrinkle or wry face, and to let it-out 
of the mouth after feveral little intervalls, which raifing fo 
many little vapours of a brownifh colour, feems a kind of 
foil to fet off the cleernefs of gH€ir complection.,. The com- 
pofition we have before defefibed, which heightens the good 

{cent of Tobacco, will no doubt be kindly receiv'd by thofe 

 perfons who place the fmoking of a pipe of Tobacco among. 
the pleafures and enjoyments of this life. 

' To conclude, it is not eafieto affirm what quantities of To- 
bacco are fent away every year, only from the Ifland of S. Chrz-, 
flophers; and it is almoft a miracle to fee what numbers of 

_ Ships come over out of Exgland, France, Holland, and e{peci- 
ally Zealand, and yet none returns empty : nay the fole tra- 
ding which the Jaft named Province maintain’d with this and, 
the neighbouring Iflands, rais'd the greateft and wealthieft 
shoufes at Adiddleborough: and Flufhing;: nay to this day the. 

principal commerce of thofe two Cities, which are the moft 
confiderable of all Zealand, is from thefe Iflands, which are 
to them what the Mines of Pers are to the Kingdom of Spazz. 
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CHAP. V. 


Of the manner how Sugar 1 made 5 and of the prepara- 
tion of Ginger, Indico, and Cotton. 


Wis the great plenty of Tobacco made at S. Chrifto- 
pbers and the other Iflands had brought down the 
price of it fo low, that it did not turn to accompt, it pleas’d 
God to put it into the heart of the Fresch General de Poincy, 
to find out fome other ways to facilitate the fubfiftence of the 


Inhabitants, and carry on fome Trade: He thereupon em- ° 


ploy’d his Servants and Slaves about the culture of Sugar- 
Canes, Ginger, and Indico; and the defign met with a fuccefs 
beyond what was expected. 

Though it may be granted, that the Plant of the Sugar- 
Cane was known to the Ancients, yet is the invention of ma- 
king the Sugar but of late years: The Ancients knew no 
more of it then they did of Seva, Caffta, Ambergreece, Musk, 
Civet, and Benjamin: They made no other ufe of this precious 
Reed, then in order to drink and Phyfick. And therefore 
we may well oppofe all thefe things, with much advantage, 
as alfo our Clocks, the Sea-Compafs, the Art of Navigation, 
Profpective-glafles, Printing, Artillery, and feveral other ex- 
cellent Inventions ofthe laft Ages, againft their right way of 
dying Purple, their malleable Glafs, the fubtle Machines of 
their Archimedes, and fome Ake 
_ Having in the precedent Book"given a defcription of the 
Sugar-Cane, our bufinefS here will only be to reprefent the 
manner how Sugar 1s gotten out of it. ) 

That work is performed by a Machine or Mill, which fome 
callan fngenio, whereby the juice within the Canes is {queez'd 
out.. Thefe Mills are builr of very folid and lafting wood, 
and are more convenient in thefe I{lands then thofe ufed to the 
fame purpofe at Adadera and Brafil : Nor is it to be fear'd in 
the former, as many times in the latter, that the fire fhould 
get to the boiling Coppers, and {et all into a flame, tothe de- 
ftruction of thofe who are employ’d about the work; for 
the Coppers in’ thefe Iflands are feen to boil, yet the fire 
that caufes it is made and kept in on the outfide by furnaces, 
which are fo well cemented, that neither the flame nor the 
{moak does any way hinder thofe who are at work, which 
they may follow without any fear of danger or inconvenience. 

The ordinary way of turning the Mills is by Horfes or 
Oxen 3; but the Frezch Governour hath one which is turn’d 
by water, which falling on a wheel fets the whole Machine 


going. 
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When the Sugar-Canes are ripe, they are cut fomewhat 
neer the ground, above the firft knot which is. without any 
juice 5 and having cut off the tops, and taken away certain 
little, long, and very thin leaves, which encompafs them, they 
are made up into bundles, and carry’d tothe Mills to be there 
prefs'd and fqueez’d between two rollers, turning one upon 
_ the other. : 

The juice which is {queez’d out of them falls into a great 
Ciftern, whence it 1s convey’d through long pipes or channels 
into the veffels appointed for the boiling of it. In great Su- 
gar-works there are at leaft fix Coppers, whereof three ver 
large ones are of copper, about the bredth and depth of thofe 
usd by Dyers, and are to clarifie the juice, which is to be 
boil’d with a gentle fire, putting in ever and anon a {mall 
- quantity of a certain very {trong Lye, made of water and afh- 
es, commonly call’d Temper, which makes all the filth to boil 
up, which as it appears is taken off with a great brafs fkim- 
mers When the juice is well purify'd in thefe three Coppers, 
into which it had been convey'd alternately one after another, 
it is ftrain'd through a cloth,. and afterwards pour’d into three 
other Coppers of fome other mettal, which are very thick, 
broad enough, and about ‘a foot and a half deep.: [In thefe 


Coppers the Sugar receives its laft boiling 5 for then there is a 


more violent fire made, and it is continually ftirr’d, and when 
it bubbles up fo as that it may be fear’d it fhould boil over the 
Coppers, it is allay'd by the cafting in of a little fallet-oil 5 
and as it begins to grow thick, itjs pour’d into the la{t of thofe 
Coppers, from whence, as it griclines to a confiftency, it is dif- 
pos'd into veflels of wood or earth, and fo carry’d into the 
Curing-houfe, where it is whiten’d with a kind of fat earth 
mixt with water, which is {pred upon it; then they open 
the little hole in the bottom of every veflel or pot, that all 
the filth or dregs that is about the Sugar may fall into ano- 
ther channel, which conveys it into a veflel prepar’d for 
that purpofe. 


- The firft {kimmings which had been taken off the great. 


Coppers is laid afide only for Cattle, but the other ferves 
well enough to make a certain drink for the Servants and 
Slaves. The juice which is drawn from the Cane will conti- 
nue good but one day, infomuch that if withinthat time it be 
not boil’d, it grows {harp and turns to vinegar. There mutt 
alfo be a very great care taken, that the Refervatory into. 
which the {queezed juice falls, and the pipes or channels 
whereby it is thence convey’d into other places, be often 
wafhd; for if they contract ever fo little fharpnefs, the juice 
cannot be reduc’d to Sugar: The whole work would alfo 
mifcarry, if any butter or oil chance to be caft into any of the 
three greater Coppers, which are to be wafh’d with Lye; or 
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in like manner, if ever fo little Lye fall into the three lefler 
ones, where the juice is form’dinto a Syrup, and curdles by 
the violence of the fire, and the continual agitation and ftir-, 
ring of it withafkimmer. But above all things there muft be 
a great care taken, that there fall not any juice of Citron in- 
to the Coppers 5 for that would abfolutely hinder the coagula- 
tion of the Sugar. 

Many of the Inhabitants who are not able to get fo many 
Coppers, nor furnifh themfelves with thofe great Engines 
whereby the Canes are {queez'd, have little Mills made like © 
Preffes, which are wrought by two or three men, or driven 
about by one horfe 3 and with one or two Coppers they 
purifie the juice gotten out of them, reduce it to the confi- 
{tence of Syrup, and make good Sugar without any further 
trouble. ) 

The greateft fecret in the bufinefs of making good Sugar 
confifts in the whitening of it: Thofe who have it are very 
loth to communicate it. From what hath been faid, it may 
be eafily inferr’d what extraordinary advantages accrue tothe 
Inhabitants of that {land by means of this {weet and precious 
Commodity, and what fatisfa@tion it brings to their Corre- 
fponderfts in other parts of the world; who have it at fo eafie . 
rates. 

This plenty of Sugar hath put the Inhabitants upon the pre- 
ferving of abundance of excellent fruits of the growth of the 
Ifland, as Oranges, Lemons, Citrons, and others, efpecially 
Ginger, whereof we fhall give an account anon, and the fruit 
call’d Azanas, and the flowers of Oranges and Citrons. 

As concerning the preparation of Ginger, when the root is 
come to maturity it is taken out of the ground; then it is 
dry’d in places well air’d, and it 1s often ftirr’d to prevent 
corruption. Some make no more ado then to expofe it to 
the Sun in order to the drying of it; but others think it re- 
quifite to caft lime on it, the more to facilitate the drawing a- 
way of the moifture. This root, which is one of the moft 
confiderable among Spices, is tranfported all over the world 5 
but it is moft fough¢ after in cold Countries. 

The French do fometimes take it out of the ground be- 
fore it is fully ripe, and preferve it whole with fuch arti- 
fice, that it becomes red, and tranfparent as glafs. The pre- 
ferv'd Ginger which is brought over from Brazil and the Le- 
vant is commonly dry, full of filaments or little firings, and 
too biting to be eaten with any delight ; but that which is 
prepar'd atS. Chriftopbers hath no fibres or ftrings at all, and 
it is fo well order’d, that there remains nothing that is unplea- 
fant to the tooth when it is eaten. 

It hath a fingular property to fortifie the breaft, when it 
is weakned by a confluence of cold humours; as alfo to 
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clear the voice, to fweeten the breath, to caufe a good co- 
Jour in the face, to take away the crudities of the {toniach, © 
to promote digeftion, to fharpen the appetite, and to con- 
fume thar waterifhnels and phlegm which puts the body in- 
to a Janguifhing condition; nay it is affirm’d by fome, that 
it preferves and wonderfully fortifies the memory, by dif- 
perfiog the cold humours, or the phlegm of the Brain. This 
root may alfo be redue’d into a pafte, of which there may be 
made a Conflerve, or cordial Electuary that hath the fame ef- 
fects. 

We come now to give a fhort account of Indico. The 
Plant being cut is bound up into little bundles or fagots, and 
left to rot in cifterns of {tone or wood full of fair water, on 
which there is caft a certain quantity of oil, which according 
to its nature covers all the furface of it: They lay ftones upon 

the fagots, that they may the better keep under the water; 
and after three or four days that the water hath been boiling, 
which it does by the meer virtue of the Plant, without any 
affiftance of fire, the leaf being rotted and diflolv’d by that 
natural heat which is inthe ftalk, they take great ftakes and ° 
ftir the whole mafs that is within the cifterns, fo to get out all 
the fubftance of it 5 and after it is fetled again, they take out 
of the ciftern that part of the ftalk which is not rotted: that 
done, they feveral times ftir what is left in the ciftern, and af- 
ter they have left it to fetle, they let out the water at a cock 5 
and the lees or dregs which remains at the bottom of the ciftern, 
is put into molds, or left todry in the Sun. Thefe dregs is that 
which ts fo much efteem’d by Dyers, and commonly known 
by the name of Indico. | | 

There are fome make ufe of Preffes, whereinto having put 
little bundles of the rotted Plant, they by that means get out 
all the juice of it: But in regard they are the leaves of the 
Plant that the forefaid Commodity 1s made of, thofe who are 
defirous to have it of the higheft price, think it enough to have 
the dregs which remains after the corruption of thofe leaves, 
and is found, after fo many ftirrings, at the bottom of the ci- 
{tern. 

The French Inhabitants of the Carzbbies were there a long 
time ere they drove any trade in that Commodity, by reafon 
that the Plant whereof it is made, being of it felf of a very 
{trong fcent, exhales an infupportable ftink when it is rot- 
ted: But fince Tobacco came to fo low a rate, and that in 

fome places the ground would not bring forth that which 
was good, as it had done fome timie before, they apply’d 
themfelves to the culture of Indico, whereof they now make 
a confiderable advantage. 

Laftly, as concerning Cotton, the Frezch make it not much 
their bufinefs to gather it, though they have many of the an 
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that bear it in the hedges of their Plantations: But all put to- 
gether amounts but to little in comparifon of what is faid of a 
certain Quarter of the Province of China; for a certain Au- 
thour named-Trigaat, in the xvii. chap..of the fifth Book of his 
Hiftory, affirms, that there grows fo much Cotton there as 
finds work enough for two hundred thoufand Weavers. 

The Exglifh who are the Inhabirants of the Barbouthos drive 
a great trade in this Commodity, as alfo thofe who livd 
formerly in the Iland of Sawta-cruce, There is no great trou- 
ble in the making of Cotton fit for the market: for all to be 
done, is to get out of the half-open'd buttcn that matter 
which in a manner forces its way out it felf: And whereas 
it is full of the feed of the tree that bears it, whichare like 
little beans intangled within the Cotton, in the midft where- 
of they had their production, there are a fort of little En- 
gines made with {uch artifice, that by the turning of a wheel, 


whereby they are put into motion, the Cotton falls on the 


one fide, and the feed on the other: That done, the Cotton is 
thruft up as clofe as may be into bags, that fo it may take up 
the lefs room. 

Thus have we given a brief account of the principal Em- 
ploymgnts which keep up the Commerce of the Iflands, and 
the Commodities wherein the Inhabitants do ordinarily trade, 


CHAP. VI. 


Of the more honourable Employments of the European 
Inhabitants of the Caribbies 5 their Slaves 3 and 
their Government. ; 


i ae Enropean Colonies which have planted themfelves in 
_ the Caribbies, do not confift only of a fort of Vaga- 
bonds and perfons of mean condition, as fome fondly imagine, 
but there are alfo among them many of Quality, and defcend- 
ed from noble Families ; So that the Employments we menti- 
oned in the precedent Chapter, are defign’d only for the moft 
inconfiderable of the Inhabitants, and fuch whofe neceflities 
have forc’d them to earn their bread with the labour of their 
hands, and the {weat of their brows: But the others, who are 
able to hire people to overfee their Servants and Slaves, and 
to fee that they do their work, lead pleafant lives, and want 
not thofe enjoyments thereof which are to be had in other 
Countries. Their employments and divertifements, befides 


the frequent vifits they make and receive with extraordinary 


expreflions of civility, are Hunting, Fifhing, and other com- 
; mendable 
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mendable exercifes; nay they endeavour to Outvye one the 
other intheir entertainments, wherein they are magnificent, 
there being a fufficient plenty of Beef, Mutton, Pork, wild and 
tame Fowl of all kinds, Fifh, Paftry, and excellent Conferves, 
all in as great abundance as at the beft Tables in the Evropean 
parts of the world. And thefe mutual demonftrations of kind- 
nef are deriv d from the Officers and thofe of the better rank 
to the meaneft Inhabitants, who think it a great want of civi- 
lity to difmifs any one from their houfes, before they have pre- 
fented them with fomewhat to eat and drink. 

Wine, Beer, Brandy, and Agua-vite, and fuch drinks, are 
feldom wanting in thefe Iflands; and if there fhould chance to 
be a fcarcity of thefe, the Inhabitants have the art of making 
a delicious drink of that {weet liquor which is got out of the 
 Sugar-canes, and that being kept for certain days becomes as 
{trong as any Sack: Of the fame liquor they alfo make an 
excellent kind of Agqua-vite, not much unlike that which is 
brought thither out of France; only this inconvenience it 
hath, that they who drink exceflively of it are apt to fall 
dangeroufly fick, Moreover, they make feveral kinds of 
Beverage with the juice of Oranges, Figs, Bananas, and Ana- 
wa, Which are all very delicious and pleafant to the tafte, 
and may be ranked among Wines: They alfo make a fort 
of Beer of the Cafava and the roots of Potatoes, which is as 
pleafant, nourifhing, and refrefhing as that which is brought 
out of the Low-Countries. : 

As concerning thofe Employments which are equally ho- 
nourable and neceflary in order to the welfare of the Inhabi- 
tants of thefe.Iflands, it is to be obferv'd, that all are taught 
the ufe of Arms,and the Heads of Families feldom walk abroad 
without their Swords. Every Quarter is difpos'd under the 
command of certain Captains and other Officers, who have 
the overfight thereof, They are all well-arm‘d, and they of- 
ten mu(ter and are exercis'd even in the times of deepeft peace 5 
fo that they are always in readinefs, at the firft beat of Drum, 
to march to the places where the Captains appoint their Ren- 
dezvouz. Inthe Ifland of S.Chriftophers, befides twelve Com- 
panies of Foot, there are alfo fome Troops of Horfe, as we 
faid elfewhere. ! 

Aad whereas all perfons of Quality, whereof there is a 
confiderable number in thofe Iflands, have Servants and Slaves 
whe are employ'd about the works before-mentioned, and 
that in moft parts of Europe they do not make ufe of Slaves, 
there being only the Spazzards and the Portuguez who go 
and buy them up at the places of their birth, fuch as are 
Augola, Cap-vert,and Guinny, it will be but requifite that we 
here give a {hore account of them: But we fhall in the firft 
_place {peak of thofe who are hired Servants, and to conti- 
nne {uch only for a certain time. As 
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As for the French who are carried over out of France into 
America, to ferve there, they commonly deliver obligatory 
acts to their Mafters, which is done before publick Notaries 5 
by which writings they oblige themfelves to ferve them du- 
ring the fpace of three years, conditionally to receive from 
them fo many pounds of Tobacco, according to the agree- 
ment they have made during that term. Thefe French Ser- 
vants, by reafon of the three years fervice they are engag’d 
to, are commonly calledthe Thirty-fix-wonths-men, according 
to the Language of the Iflands. “There are fome fo fimple as 
to imagine, that if they be not obligd to their Mafters in wri- 
ting before their’ departure out of Frazce, they are fo much 
the lefs oblig’d when they are brought into the Iflands5 but 
they are extremely miftaken 5 for when they are brought be- 
fore a Governour to complain that they were carried aboard 
againft their wills, or to plead that they are not oblig’d by 
writing, they are condemn’d for: the fpace of three years to 
ferve either him who hath paid for their paffage, pr fuch other 
as it {hall pleafe the Mafter to appoint. If the Mafter -hath 
promis d his Servant no more then the ordinary recompence 
of the Iflands, he is oblig’d to give him for his three years fer- 
vice bur three hundred weight of Tobacco, which 1s no great 
matter to find himfelf in linnen and cloaths 5 for the Matter is 


not engag’d to fupply him with any thing but food: But he ~ 


who before his departure out of Frazce promifes to give three 
hundred weight of Tobacco to him whom he receives into his 
fervice, is oblig’d exaétly to pay it,’ nay though he had pro- 
mis’d him a thoufand : It is therefore the Servants beft courfe 
to make his bargain fure before he comes out: of his Coun- 
try. , 

As concerning the Slaves, and fuch as are to be perpetual 
Servants, who are commonly employ’d in thefe Iflands, they 
are originally Africans, and they are brought over thither 
from the Country about Cap-vert, the Kingdom of Azgola, 
and other Sea-ports which are on the Coafts of that part of 
the world; where they are bought and fold after the fame 
manner as Cattle in other places. | 

Of thefe, fome are reduc’d to a neceffity of felling them- 
{elves, and entring into a perpetual flavery, they and their 
children, to avoid ftarving ; for in the years of fterility, 
which happen very frequently, efpecially when the Grafs- 
hoppers, which like clouds fpread themfelves over the whole 
Country, have confum’d all the fruits of the*earth, they are 
brought to fuch a remedilefs extremity, that’they will fubmit 
to the moft rigorous conditions in the’ world; provided they 


_ may be kept from ftarving. When'they are reduc’d to thofe 


exigencies, the Father makes no difficulty to fell his children 


for bread; and the children forfake Father and Mother with- 


out any regret. Another 
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_ Another fort of them are fold after they have been taken 
Prifoners in War by fome petty neighbouring Prince ; for it is 
the cuftom of the Princes of thofe Parts to make frequent in- 
curfions into the Territories of their Neighbours, purpofely for 
the taking of Prifoners, whom they afterwards fell to the 
Portuguez, and other Nations with whom they drive that bar- 
barous Trade: They receive in exchange for them Iron 
(which is as precious with them as Gold), Wine, Aqua-vite, 
Brandy, or fome poor Clothing: They make Slaves of the 
women as wellas the men, and they are fold one with another, 
at a higher or lower rate, according to their youth, age, 
firength, or weaknefs, handfomnefs, or deformity of body. 
They who bring them over to the If{lands make a fecond fale 
of them, at fifteen or fixteen hundred weight of Tobacco 
every head, more or lefs, as the parties concern’d can agree. 

If thefe poor Slaves chance to fall into the hands of a good 
Matter, one who will not treat them with too much feverity, 
they prefer their prefent flavery before their former liberty, 
the lofs whereof they never afterwards regret: And if they 
are permitted to marry, they multiply extremely in thofe hot 
Countries. 

They are all Negroes, and thofe who are of the brighteft 
black are accounted the faireft: Moft of them are flat-nos‘d, 
and have thick lips, which goes among them for beauty 3 nay 
there are fome affirm, that in their Country the Midwives do 
purpofely crufh down their nofes, that they may be flat, affoon 
as they come into the world: The hair of their heads is all 
frizkd, fo that they can hardly make ufe of Combs; but to 
prevent the breeding of vermine, they rub their heads with 
the oil of that fhrub which is called Palwa-Christi: They are 
very ftrong and hardy, but withal fo fearful and unwieldy in 
the handling of Arms, that they are eafily reduc’d under fub- 
jeCtion. 

They are naturally fufceptible of all impreffions, and the 
firft that are deriv'd into them among the Chriftians, after they 
have renounc’d their Superftitions and Idolatry, they pertina- 
cioufly adhere unto 5 wherein they differ much from the In- 
dians of America,who are as unconftant as Cameleons. Among - 
the Frevch Inhabitants of the Carsbbies there are fome Negroes 
who punttually obferve abftinence all the time of Lent, and 
all the other Fafting-days appointed by the Church, without 
any remiffion of their ordinary and continual labour. 

_ They are commonly proud and infolent ; and whereas the 
Indians are defirous to be gently treated, and are apt to dye 
out of pure grief, if they be put to more then ordinary hard- 
fhip, thefe on the contrary are to be kept in awe by threats 
and blows; for if a man grow too familiar with them, they 


are prefently apt to make their advantages of it, and to abufe 
Ged that 
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“that Suniliaviey ; but if they be ohatiged wish moderation 


when they have done amifs, they become better, more fubmif- 
five, and more compliant, nay will commend and think the bet- 
ter of their Mafters: But on the other fide, if they be treated 
with exceflive feverity, they will run away, and get into the 
Mountains and Forefts, where they live like fo many Beaftss 
then they are call’d Afarons, that is to fay, Savages: or haply 
they. will grow fo defperate as to be their‘own Executioners. 
It is therefore requifite ; that in the conduct of them there 
fhould be a mean, obferv’d between extream feverity andtoo 
much indulgence, by thofe who would keep them in awe, and 
make the beft advantage of them. "ae 

They are paflionate Lovers one of another; and though 
they are born in different Countries, and fometimes, when at 
home, Enemies one to another, yet when occafion requires 
they mutually fupport and affift one another, asif they were 
all Brethren; And when their Mafters give them the liberty to 
recreate themfelves, they reciprocally vifit one the other, and 
pafs away whole nights in playing; dancing, and other paftimes 
and divertifments; nay, fometimes they have fome little Enter- 
tainments, every one {paring what he can tocontribute to, the 
common repaft. 4 is 

They are great Lovers of Mufick, andi much pleas’d with 
fuch Inftruments as make a certain delightful noife, and a kind 
of harmony, which they accompany with their voices. They 
had heretofore in the Ifland of S. Chriftophers a certain Ren- 


_dezvouz in the midft of the Woods, where they. met on Sun- 


days and Holidays after Divine Service, to give fome relaxati- 
ontotheir wearied bodies: ‘There they fometimes {pent the 
remainder of that day,and the night following, in dancing and 
pleafant difcourfes, without any prejudice to the ordinary la- 
bours impos’d upon them by their Mafters: nay, it was com- 
monly obferv’d,that after they had fo diverted themfelves, they 
went through their work with greater courage and chearful- 
nefs, without expreffing any wearinefg, and did all things bet- 
ter thanif they had refted all night long in their huts. But it 
being found, that the better to enjoy themfelves in thefe pub-. 
lick Meetings, they many times {tole the Poultry and Fruits of 
their Neighbours, and fometimes thofe of their Mafters, the 
French General thought fit -to forbid thefe’no¢cturnal afiem-. 
blies: So that now if they are defirous to divert themfelves, 
they are enjoyn’d to do it within their own Neighbourhoods, 
with the permiffion of their Mafters, who are willing enough 
to allow them convenient liberty. 

Astothe Advantages accrewing from the labours of thefe 
Slaves, he whois Mafter of adozen of them may be account- 
eda richman: For befides that thefe are the People who cul- 
tivate: the groundiin order to its production of all neceflary 

ers mine provifions 
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_provifions for the fubfiftence of their Mafters and themfelves; 


being well order’d and carefully look’d after, they promote the 
making of feveral other Commodities, as Tobacco, Sugar, 
Ginger, Indico, and others, which bring in great profit. Add 
tothis, that their fervice being perpetual, their number in- 
creafes from time to time by the Children that are born of 
them, which have no other Inheritance than that of the fla- 
very and fubjection of their, Parents. _. yah shies 
All the Forreign Inhabitants who have planted themfelves in 
thofe Iflands are govern’d according to the Laws and Cuftoms 
of theirown Countries... bia ie if 
Among the Frezch Inhabitants of S. Chriftophers Jultice is ad- 
miniftred by a Council confifting of the. principal Officers who. 
have the overfight of the Militia of the Ifland, of which Coun-. 
cil the General is Prefident: And though there are certain. 
places appointed for that Adminiftration, yet is the Council, 
many times aflembled as the General thinks fit, and occafion, 
requires, under a kind of great Fig-tree, which is about the: 
bignefs of a large Elm, neer the Court of Guard of the Bafe- 
terre, not far from the Haven. : i 
. In this Council, abating all the Formalities which, have been 
invented to make Suits immortal, all differences that happen 
between the Inhabitants are amicably compos‘d, and decided 


_— 


moft commonly at the firft fitting, without any charge to the 


Parties, fave only that he which is found guilty of the wrong. 
is to make fatisfaction according to the Cuftom, whereof part 
goes to the relief of the Poor, and maintenance of the Church, 
and the reft for the fatisfaction of the party concern’d. This. 
Council doth alfo pafs fentence of death, without appeal to 
any other Power. whe” NAS 

The Governours of the other Iflands do alfo adminifter Ju- 
{tice every Onein his Government: So that no man fhould be. 
guilty of fo great a weaknels as to imagine that. people live in 
thofe Countries without any order or rule, as many do: Nay, 


it israther to be look’d onasa kind of Miracle, that (the Inha- 


bitants of thofe Countries being aconfluence of people from fo. 
many feveral Countries, and confequently of different hu- 


mors and conftituticns ) diforders fhould not creepin, and that _ 


all are kept in awe and {ubjection to the Laws eftablifhed. | 
_ Thus much of the Forreign Inhabitants of the Caribbies ; we 
come now to treat of the Natural and Originary. 


Did 2555 oc) cose @HAP: 
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Of the Origine of the Caribbians, the natu ral Inhabitants 

lo ; > of the Country. mis arcs aghast: 
Bis Method we had propos’d to our felves for the profe-' 
| cution of this Hiftory requires that henceforth we treat 


ICE. 


of the ixdiavs, the natural Inhabitants of the Caribbies. | And’ — 


here we conceive it not to be our bufinefs to bring upon'the 
Stage that great and difficult Queftion, to wit, How the race of 
Men came to {pread it felfinto America,and whence they came 


into that new World? There are fome eminent Perfonshave’ « 


treated of ‘this matter with fo much fufficiency, éxactnefs, and 
folidity, that ic were a tedious and fuperfluous Work at the 
prefent to trouble the Reader with any thing concerning ‘it. 
Befides, the Hiltory of the Originals of our Savage Inhabitants: 


of the Caribbies requires not that we fhould defeend fo low to_ 


find them. _ ng 693 
' The ancient and natural Inhabitants of the Caribbies are 
thofé whd Have béen called by fome Authots Cannibals, Anthro+ 
pophag?, or Eaters of Mex + but moft others who have written’ 
of them, commonly call them Caribbians or Caribes : But their’ 
primitive and originary Name, and that which’ is’ pronoutie’d 
with moft gravity 1s, ’as the Freach Writers would have it, that 
of Carazbes : Nay, if'we may credit thefe laft mentioned’ Au-? 


thors, not only the Caribbian’s themfelves of the Ilandsdofo 


pronounce their name, ‘but alfo thofe of their Nation who live 
in the Continent of America, boththe Septentrional and Meti+ 
dional: ‘So that that being the moft common appellation of 
them among the French Inhabitants of the Iflands, we thallal- 
fo have oce¢afion to ufé it fometimes inthe fequel of this Hiftory, 

in regard the prefent Work is retider’d out ofthat Language. 


Some are of opinion, that this word Carazbes (or Caribbians) 


isnot natural to the favage Inhabitants of the Caribbies , but 
that it was impos’d upon them by the Spaxzards, ‘as they had 


~ given the fime denomination to many Savages’ of the Meridi- 


onal Contitient,wholare khown thereby ; as alfo that of Calibis, 
or Calzbites;to their allies the Inhabitants of the fame Continent. 


Thofe who maintain this opinion affirm, thar the Spaniards 


might well give to thofe People that name of Caraibes,in regard 


_ they over-ran all the Quarters of the Southerly part of 4/zeri- 


eas and that having made the firft Maps thereof,they fet down 
thofe Nations under that Name, which hath ftuck to them ever 
fincé: **To prove this they alledge, that they aré- never call’d 
Caraibes or Caribbians among themfelves, but only when they 


are drunk , and that having their heads full of Wine they 


ie 


leap | | 
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leap'up and down and rejoyce, faying in their :corrupt Lan- 
guage, Dey bonne Caraibe, I am an honeft Carzbbian.s Thar 
otherwife *'icy only make ufe of that word, when they are’ 
among(t St: angets, and that in their trading and:their commu- 
nication w'chthem, to make a certain difeovery of themfelves, 
as being fenfible that the faid name is known to them: Butthat' 
when they are among themfelves, not only they, but alfo thofe 
of their Nation Inhabiting the Continent, and the Calsbites, 
call themfelves by the name of Calnago, which is the name of 
the. Men, and Cal/iponan, which is that of the Women. . And: 
they further affirm, that they are calléd Oubao-bonon, that is; In- 
habitants of the Iflands, or Iffanders; as the call thofe of the 
Continent Batore-bonon, that is, Inhabitants of the Firm Land. 
But all this prefuppos’d as probable, there is but little likeli- 
hood that the word Carzbbians {hould have been impos’d upon ; 
them by the Spavéards,and that our Iflandsfhould not have had 
it before they were knownby them. The firft reafon we give 
of this affertion is, that before either the Spaniards or Portn- 
guez had found a paflage into Brazil, there were in thofe Parts 
certain men more fubtle and ingenious then the reft, whom the 
Brafilians cal\'d Caraibes,or Cartbbians, as Johannes de Lery hath 
obferv’d inhis Hiftory. Secondly, it isa thing out of all con- 
troverfie that there are certain Savages who bear the name of 
Caribbians in fome Quarters of the Southerly part of America, 
where the Spaniards never had any Commerce: For not only 
thofe of the fame Nation with our Iflanders, who inhabit along 
thofe Coafts of the Meridional America, and are neer Neigh- 
boursto the Dutch Colonies of Cayenna and Berbica, but thofe 
alfo who live far within that Meridional Continent,beyond the 
fources of the moft remarkable Rivers, call themfelves Caribbi. 
ans, _Moreover, we fhall find in the fequel of this Chapter, 
that there is in the Septentrional Continent a powerful Nation 
confifting for the moft part of certain Families, who. at this 
prefent take a great pride in being called Carsbbians, and {tand 
upon it, that they had receiv’d that name long before America ss 
wasdifcover'd. Addto this, that though it were granted, that 
the Spawiards would have impos d'that name on all thofe ‘Nati- 
ons, how can it be prov’d thatthey were as willing to accept of 4 
it from People unknown and.Enemies to them? Now it is cer- 
tain, that not only, all thofe people do call themfelves Caribbi- 
ans, but alfo that they withal think it a glory, and derive an 
advantage from that name, as Monfieur du Montel hath heard it 
from their.own mouths How then is itto be imagin'’d that they 
-fhould triumph in a name which.they had,receiv'd from their 
Enemies? Nay if it be urg’d further, as we fhall,fee anon, that 
Be Anceftors of our Savage Inhabitants of the Iflands receiv'd 
from the Apalachites the name of Carsbbians, initead of that of 
 Cofachites, under which they went.befores it may be see 
ee at 
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That they took it from fuch as were their friends and’confedes » 


rates, and that as an Elogy of honour. In fime, we alfo af- 
firm, that itisnot only in their drunkennefs and debauches, 


that our Indian Inhabitants of the Iflands call themfelves Carib- - 


bians, but they do it alfo when they are fober and in cold 
blood; Andas totheir calling themfelves Calinago, it is pof- 
fiblethey may have many different names, whence it does not 
ever the more follow, that they had received any of them 
from the Ewropeans. For the denomination of Oxbao-bonon ; 
the fignification of the word fufficiently fhews, that it is not 
particular to them, and that it may be generally applyed to 
any Inhabitants of Iflands. And whereas they make ufe of the 
name of Caribbians rather than of any other, when they fpeak 


to ftrangers, it is becaufe they are apprehenfive enough that - 


that name is beft known to them: but it is not tobe conclu- 


ded thence, that they received it from the Spaniards, nayit 


might be more probably affirmed that the Spazzards themfelves 
having learnt it of them, fhould afterwards have communica- 
‘ted it to other Evropeans. But as to our defign, it matters not 
much whether opinion be embraced, and every one may fol- 
low which fentiment liketh him beft; only we have taken the 
liberty to propofe what we conceived moft probable. 

As to the originals of the infulary Caribbians, thofe who 


have hitherto given any account of them, have had folittle 


light to guide themfelves by inthat obfcure piece of Antiqui- 


. ty, thatthey may be faid to have grop’d all their way: fome 


imagine that they are defcended from the Jews, grounding 
their conjecture, among other things, onthis, that the Carib- 
bians are obliged to marry thofe Kinfwomen of theirsthat are 
next of kinto them, andthat fome among them eat no {wines 
flefh nor Tortoifes: But this is to fetch a thing too far off, 


and to ground an-imagination on too weak conjectures. — 


There are others who would have them to come over fromthe © 3 
Haven of Caribana, and pretend that they were tranfported _ 


thence: But this opinion is grounded only on the clinching of 
the words Caribana and Caribbians, without any other con- 
firmation. 48S t si 

There are yet others who affirm, and that upon a fimple 
conjecture, that thefe Savages are the originary Inhabitants 


of the greater Ilands, andthat it is not long fince they came 


into thofe now oalled the Caribbies, where they took refuge — 


as the remainders of the horrid Maffacres committed by the 


Boox II. 


Spaniards, when they poffefs'd themfelves-of St. Domingo, Cu- : 


ba, Jamaica, and Porte-Rico: But this is confuted by the cer- 


tainty of Hiftory, which affures us, that at the firft beginning 


of the difcovery of Averica, the Caribbies were poflefled and 


inhabited by the Carsbbéans 5 that at firft they were furprized 


and ill-entreated by the Spaniards ; but that afterwards thefe — 
\ laft 
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laft being beaten off with difadvantage, and meeting with ma~ 
ny inconveniences in the profecution of that war, made.a kind 
of agreement with fome among them,:as we fhall fee more 
particularly hereafter inthe Chapter of their Wars. Add to 
this, that the Ivdians of Coraffao, who, without all difpute, are 
fome of thofe perfons who efcaped the: Maffacres, and who 
have among them fome yet living; who lived in the Portscalled 
at the prefent, the Port of the Kow-Ifland, or asthe French call 
Le port de l Ile a vache, inthe Uland-of Hifpaniola, when 
the firft Spaniards landed there, have not a word of ‘the €a- 
ribbian Language intheirs, nor any thing of Carriage; whence 
it may be deduc’d,that there never was any communication or 
correfpondence between them and the Carzbbians.. Befides, 
thofe of the greater Ilands who might have fled to avoidthe 
tyranny of the Spaniards, would have had greater encourage- 
ment toretreat intothe Territories which were below them, 
and whereto the regular winds lay more fit to carry them, than 
to direct their courfe againft the wind, and fo retarding their 
flight, expofe themfelves toa thoufand hazards by Sea, and 
engage themfelves in a voyage twenty times as long: For it 
is almoft a miracle, that fuch Veffels as theirs are canadvance 
aleague ina day againft the wind; nay it many times hap- 
pens that very great veffels are in their afcent fore’d back more 
in three hours than they had advance’d in fix daies: For we 
have it from very skilful Pilots, that they have been three 
months getting up fromthe Cul-de-Sac of St. Domingo to St. 
Chriftophers ; whereas to fall down from St. Chriftophers to St. 
Domingo, there needs commonly aot above four or five days 
at moft. | 

As concerning the opinion the Caribbians themfelves have 
of their origine, we find, that, being as ignorant of all Monu- 
ments of Antiquity, as free from all curiofity of enquiring af- 
ter thingsto conie,they believe for the moft part,that they are 
defcended from the Calibites or Calibis, their Allyes and great 
friends, the Inhabitants*of the Meridional part of America, 
& the neighbouring people ofthe Aronagues or Alouagues,in that 
Country or Province whichis commonly called Guyaza, or the 
Savage-Coaft. And thofe who adhere to this opinion, ground 
their perfwafion on the conformity of Language, Religion 
and Manners, obfervable between the Carzbbian Inhabitants 
of the Iflands, and the Calsbites; though it may as wellbe 
prefum’d that the faid refemblance might partly proceed from 
the allyance and particular friendfhip there was between 
them; partly from the Neighbourhood of the Caribbians of 
the Meridional Continent and thofe Calébites; and partly from 
fome other caufes, whereof we fhall give an account here- 
after. 5a) 
But thefe poor. Savages of the Iflands agree not see 

: ! them- 
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themfelves in the particular relation they make of their Extra-_ 


tion, and the occafion that brought them into thofe I{lands; 
nor can they give any account of thetime of their coming thi- 
ther. We fhall here fet down what thofe of S. Vincent and 


fome others have related to Monfieur dw Montel concerning 


themfelves,which we have taken out of his curious Collections. 

All the Caribbians were heretofore fubje& tothe Arouagues, 
and obey'’d their Prince; but fome among them not able to en- 
dure that yoke, broke out into a Rebellion: And that they 


might the better live undifturb'd, and at a diftance from their - 


Enemies, they retreated to the Carébdy-Iflands, which were 
not at that time inhabited 5 and their firft landing was in the 
Ifland of Tabago, which is one of the neereft to the Continent: 
Afterwards the other Calibites fhook of the Domination of the 
Arouagues ; but finding themfelves {trong enough, or not ha- 
ving the fame inclination with the former, they continu‘d in 
their Country; and what they had at the time of their revole 
they have kept ever fince, and live freeinthe Country , but 
Enemies to the Arouagues, having a Captain-General of their 
own Nation, by whom they are commanded. They have alfo 


a 


continu’d to this prefent Friends and Confederates to the Ca- _ 


ribbians. 


Upon this Relation it is that fome ground the explication 


they make of the word Caribbians, as if it fignified Rebells 5 
whether it was impos'd upon them by the Arowagues, or that 


thofe people affum’d it of themfelves by way of triumph, as- 


deriving a certain glory from their noble Infurrection, and the 
generous Rebellion which eftablith’d them in peace and liber- 
ty: But there needs no more.to fhew that the word Caribbian 
does not fignifie Rebel, as among others a certain Journal of a 
Dutch-man, than that there are many Colonies in feveral parts 
of the Continent of America, both the Septentrional and Me- 
ridional, which no body pretends or can pretend were everun- 
der the power of the Arouagues, which yet are known by the 
name of Caribbians. And as tothe being among them any that 
have rebell’dagainft other Sovereigns, only this may be inferr’d 
thence, That being fince reconcil’d to them, and living to 


this day inthe midft of them, under the faid name of Carib-_ 


bians, as we {hall fee more particularly anon, there is no like- 
lihood that it fhould fignifie Rebels, fince it were a blafting of 
their Reputation, anda mark of Infamy to them. 

But thofe who have convers’d a long time together among 
the Savages of Dominico relate, that thé Caribbian Inhabitants 
of that Ifland are of opinion, that their Anceftors came out of 
the Continent, from among the Calibites, to make a War 
again(t a Nation of the Arovagues, which inhabited the Iflands, 
which Nation they utterly deftroy’d, excepting only the Wo- 
men, whom they took to themfelves , and by that means re- 
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peopled the iflands : Whence it comes that the Wives of the Ca- 
vibbiaz Inhabitants of the Hlands havea language different from 
that of the Men in many things, andinfome confonant to that 
of the Aroxzagues of the Continent. He who was the Comman- 
der inchief in that Enterprife beftow’d the conguer’d Iflands 
onhis Confidents; and he to whofe lot the Ifland of Doreinico 
fell was called Ouboutou-timan?, that isto fay, King, and caufed 
himfelf to be carried on the fhoulders of thofe whom the Iflan- 


- ders call Labouyou, that 1s, Servants. 


There is fo little certainty and fo much variety in all thefe 
Relations, and others of the like nature, which thefe poor igno- 
rant, people make upon this occafion, that the moft prudent 
fort of people conceive there cannot any judgment be ground- 
ed thereon: And indeed thefe Savages themfelves {peak not 
thereof but at adventure, and as people tell {tories of what 
they had {een in their dreams; fo carelefs have they been in 
preferving the tradition of their Origine; and they palpably 
contradict-and confute one the other by the difference of their 
Relations-:, However, we fhall find at the end of this Chapter 


what feems moft probable to have given occafion to moft to 


believe that they are defcended fromthe Calibites. 

Tu all the feveral fentiments whereof we have given an ac- 
count, either out of the Writings or Difcourfes of divers 
others, there is thisthat’s commendable, That thofe who ad- 
vance them,proceed confequently tothe difcoveries they had 
made, and.that they do all that lies in their power to unravel 
and difengage ancient and unknown Truths. But if the Re- 
lation we are about to give of the Origine of the Caribbiaz In- 
habitants of the Ilands, be the moft ample, the moft particular, 
the moft full of Curiofities, and the beft circumftanc’d of any 
that hath, hitherto appear'd, it is but juft we fhould think 1c 
accordingly the trueft and moft certain; yet with this caution, 
that we {till leave the judicious Reader at liberty to follow, that 
fentiment which fhall feem moft rational tohim. And where- 
as we ought. to render every one the commendation he juftly 


_ deferves, ,;weare to acquaint the Publick, that it is oblig’d for 
_ thefe Parricularities and Difcoveries to the obliging Communi- 


cation we have receiv’d thereof from one Matter Brigftock, art 
Englifo Gentleman, one of the moft curious and inguifitive 
Perfons inthe World, who, among his other great and fingu- 
Jaraccomplifiments, hath attained the perfection of the Virgi- 
wian and Floridiaw Languages, as having in his noble Travels 
feen alltheI{lands, and a great part of the Septentrional Ame- 


vica: By that means it was that he came exactly to underftand, . 


upon the very place whereof we fhall make mention, and from 
fuch intelligent Perfons as could give him an account thereof 
with fome certainty, the enfuing Hiftory of the Origine of our 
_ Savages, the truth whereof he will make good whenever occa- 
-fion fhall require. Ee The 
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The Caribbians were originary Inhabitants of the Septentri- 
onal part of America, of that Country which is now called Flo- 
rida: They cameto Inhabit the Iflands after they had departed 
from amidft the Apalachites, among whom they lived a long 
time; and they left there fome of their people, who to this 
day go under the name of Carsbbians : But their firft origine is 
from the Cofachites, who only chang’d their denomination, 
and were called Caribbians in the Country of the Apalachites, 
as we {hall fee anon. 

The Apalachites area powerful and generous Nation, which 
continues to this prefent planted in the fame Country of Flo- 
rida: They are the Inhabitants. of a gallant and fpacious 
Country called Apalacha, from which they have received their 
name, and which begins at the altitude of thirty three de- 
grees and twenty five minutes, North of the Equinoctial Line, 
and reaches to the thirty feventh degree. This people have 
acommunication with the Sea of the great Gulf of AZexico or 
New Spain, by the means of a River, which taking its fource 
out of the Apalachean Mountains, at the foot whereof they 
inhabit, after it hath wandred through many rich Campagnes, 
difembogues it felf at laft into the Sea neer the Iflands of Ta- 
cobago: The Spaniards have called this River Ria del Spirito — 
Santo ; but the Apalachites call it ftill by its ancient name of 
Hitanachi, which intheir Language fignifies fair and pleafant. 


_ On the Eaft-fide they are divided from all other Nations by 


high and far-fpreading Mountains, whofe tops are cover d with 
fhow moft part of the year, and which feparate them from Vir- 
ginia: onthe other fides-they adjoin to feveral inconfiderable 
Nations, which are all their friendsand confederates. 

Thefe Apalachites make it their boaft, that they had propa- 
gated certain Colonies a great way into Mexico: And they 
fhow to this day a great Road by land, by which they affirm 
that their Forces march’d into thofe parts. The Inhabitants — 
of the Country, upon their arrival gave them the name of 
Tlatuici, which fignifies Moxxztaineers or High-Landers, for 
they were more hardy and more'generous than they. They | 
planted themfelves in a quarter like that from which they 
came, fcituate at the foot of the Mountains, in a fertile foil, 
where they built a City, as neer as they could like that which 
they had left behind them, whereof they are poflefs'd to — 
this day. They are fo united there by inter-marriages and 
other bonds of peace, that they make up but one people with 
them; nor indeed could they well bedifcern'd one fromthe 
other, ifthey had not retain’d feveral words of their originary 
language, which is the only obfervable difference between 
them. - | 
__After the Apalachites had planted this Colony, the Cofachites, 
who liv’d more towards the north of America, ina fenny and 

fome- 


Car. VII. Tbe Caribby-Iflands. 


fomewhat barren Country, and who had continu'd till then 


in good correfpondence with them, knowing that they were 
then far from their beft and moft valiant men, took an advan- 
tageous opportunity to fall upon their Neighbours the Apala- 
chites, and to force them out of their habitations, or.at leaft 
to participate with them of the land where they had fetled 
themfelves, after they fhould become Maftersthereof. This 
defign having been carried on very cunningly among the chief- 
eft of the Cofachites, they afterwards publifh’d it in all their 
Villages, and got it approv'd by all the heads of Families, who 
inftead of minding the bufinefs of Husbandry and fetting things 
in order for the {owing of Corn at the beginning of the Spring, 
as they were wont to do other years, prepar'd their Bows, Ar- 
rows, and Clubs; and having fet their habitations on fire, and 
_ furnifh’d themfelves with fome little provifions out of what was 
left of the precedent Winter, they took the field, with their 
wives and children, and all thelittle baggage they had, with a 
refolution either to conquer or dye, fince they had cut off all 
hopes of returning to a place which they had deftroy’d and 
defpoil’d of all manner of conveniences. ; 

In this equipage they in afhort time got tothe frontiers of 
their Neighbours: The 4palachites who thought of nothing 
lefsthan having an enemy foneer them, were then. very bufie 
about the planting of their A/azs,and the roots from which they 
derive their ordinary fuftenance: Thofe who liv’d about the 
greatLake at the foot of the Mountains,which they call in their 
Language Theomi, having perceivdthis powerful Army ready 
to fall on them, immediately made their retreat into the neigh- 
bouring Mountains, and left their villages and cattel to the di- 
fpofal of the enemy; thence they took their march through 


the woods, to carry intelligence of this erruption to the Cities: 


which arein the vallies among the firft mountains, where re- 
fided the Paracouffis, who isthe King of the Country, with all 
the confiderable forces thereof. Upon this fo unexpected 


news, the faid Prince; while he was making his preparations to. 
go againfbthe Enemy, pofted thofe who were moft in area-: — 


_ dinefs for the expedition inthe Avenues of the mountains, and 
placed Ambufcadoes in feveral parts. of the great Forefts, 
which lye between the great Lake and the Mountains, and 
through which there.wasaneceflity of pafling to get into that 
pleafant and:{pacious:valley, -which is above fixty leagues in 
length, and about ten in bredth; where are the habitations 
of the chiefeft. Inhabitants of the Country, and the moft con- 
fiderable Cities in theKingdom. : 

While the Cofachites were bufie about the plundering and 
pillaging the houfesthey had: found neerthe great Lake, the 
Apalachites hadthe opportunity to prepare themfelves for the 
reception of them. But. the former, ‘inftead of taking the or- 
bask Ee2 dinary 
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dinary Roads and ways which led to the flat Country, which, 
as we faid, lie between the Mountains, having left their Wives 
and Children neer the great Lake, under the guard of fome 
Forces they had drawn off from the main Body, and being 
guided by fome ef the 4palachites, whom they had furprized 
fifhing in the great Lake, crofs’d through the woods, and 
made their way over mountains and precipices, over and 
through which the Camels could hardly have pafsd, and by 
that means got into the heart and centre of the Country, and 
found themfelves of a fudden in a Province, called that of the 
Amanites: They without any refiftance furpriz'd the chiefeft 
places of it, wherein they found to guard them only Women, 
Children, andfome old men, fuch as were not able to follow 
their King, who with his people lay expecting the Enemy at 
the ordinary defcents which led into the Country. 

The Cofachites perceiving that their defign had prov'd fo 
fuccefsful, and that there was a great likelihood that in a fhort 
time they fhould become Matters of the whole Country, fince 
they had met with fo good fortune immediately upon their 
firft appearance, profecuted their conquefts further, and having 
Cities for their retreat, where they had left good {trong Gar- 
rifons, they marched towards the King of Apalacha, with a 
refolution either to fight him, or at leaft oblige him to allow 
them the quiet sn ftellips of fome' part of the Country. The 
Apalachite was extreamly furpriz’d, when he underftood that 
the Enemy, whom he had all this while expected on the Fron. 
tiers, and atthe known avenuesof the Country, had already 


_poflefs'd himfelf of a Province that lay in the centre of his 


Dominions, and that he had lefe Garrifons in the Cities and 
moft confiderable places thereof: However, being a magnanj- 
mous and gallant Prince, he would try whether the chance of 
Arms would prove as favourable to him, as he thought his 
caufe good and juft; he thereupon came down with his people 
out of the Mountains, where he had encamped himfelf ; and 
having encourag’d thofe that were about him to do their ut- 
moft, he confidently fet uponthe van-guard of the Cofachites, 
which was come out to obferve his motion: having on both 
fides {pent all their arrows, they came to a clofe fight, and ha- 
ving taken their Clubs, there was a great flaughter in both Ar- 
mies, till that night having feparated them, the €ofachites ob- 
ferv'd that they had loft a great number of theirs in the en-. 
gagement, and found that they hadto do with a people that 
behav'd themfelves more valiantly than they had imagined to 
themfelves they would have dones.-and confequently that their 
beft courfe would be to enter into.a friendly treaty with them, 
rather than venture another hazard of their Forces ina ftrange 
Country. ep | Vileoagqo 3A SMa AG 
‘Uponthis they refolv'd; that the next mording they sigh 
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fend Embafladours to the King of the 4palachites, with cevtain 

Overtures of Peace, and in cafe of a refufal (diflembling the . 
lofs they had receiv’d inthe former Engagement) to declare 
open War, and to challenge him to, be immediately ready to 
receive their Charge, which fhould be much more violent 
then what they had met withal the day before; and that then 
all their Forces were come together. 

. The Paracouffis of the Apalachites having given audience to 
thefe Embaffadours, defir'd that days time to confider of the 
Propofitions which had been made to him; and thereupon 
having requird of them the Articles and Conditions under 
which they would Treat with him, incafe he might be inclin’d 
to Peace, they told him, That they had left their own Country 
with a refolution to plant themfelves either by friendfhip or by 
force in that good and fat Country whereof he was poflefs'd 5 
and that if he would condefcend to the former of thofe means, 
they defired to becomeone People with the Apalachites , to 
dwell intheir Country, and to cultivate it, and fo tofupply the 
empty places of thofe who not long before had gone from 
among them to plant a new Colony in fome remote parts of the 
World. 

The 4palachite aflembled his Council upon thefe confidera- 
tions, and having acquainted them therewith, he reprefented, 
That the Army of the Cofachites hindred the coming in of the 
Affittances which they might receive from the other Provinces 
that had not been ready to come in to them at the beginning of 
the War; That by the fame means the paflage of Provifions 
was abfolutely obftructed ; That the Enemy was Mafter of 
the Field, and that without any refiftance he had got into one 
of the beft Provinces of the whole Country, where he had al- 
fo poflefs'd himfelf of places of Importance ; and, That though 
in the precedent Engagement he had taken particular notice of 
the incomparable fidelity and gallantry of his People,in fetting 
upon and fighting againft the Enemies, over whom they had 
very confiderable Advantages, yet-had that good Succefs been 
bought withthe lofs of his moft valiant Captains, and the beft 
of his Souldiers;and confequently it concern’d them to bethink 
themfelves of fome meansto preferve the reft of the Kingdom, 
by fparing what wasthen left of the choiceft Men: And fince 
‘the Enemies were the firft Propofers of the Conditions:of 
Peace, it would be the fafeft way to hearken thereto, if it 
might be, done without any derogation from their Glory, and 
the great Reputation they had acquird before 5 inafmuch as 
there was, wafte grounds:enough infeveral places, and that the 
Country, by, reafon of the tranfplantation of fome part of 
their Inhabitants, was fpacious, and) fertile enough to fuftain 
them all. -.. | 
_ All thechief Commanders of the Apalachites raat 
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what had been propos'd-by their King, and concluding it was 


- not fear that oblig’d him to hearken to an Accommodation 


with the Cofachites.fince that the day before he had ventur'd his 
Perfon among the moft forward 5 but that it proceeded purely 
from the defire he had that they might not be rafhly expos‘d to 
further danger, and his care of preferving his People, which 
was already atthe mercy of the Enemy,who had poffefs'd him- 
felf of one of the richeft Provinces ; and having alfo under- 
{tood by fome Spies who were come into the Kings Army by 
fome fecret ways,and made their efcape out of the Cities where 
the Cofachites had their Garifons, that they treated with great 
mildnefs and refpect the women and old men whom they had 
foundthere; having, I fay, takenall thefe things into confide- 
ration, they unanimoufly fubfcribed to the fentiments of their 
Prince, and made an{wer, That there wasa neceflity of condef- 
cending to an Accommodation, and making fome Agreement 
uponthe moft advantageous Conditions they could, according 
to the prefent pofture.of their Affairs: And after they had 
confirm’d this refolution by their Ha Ha, which is the fign of the 
applaufe and ratification wherewith they are wont to conclude 
their Deliberations, they fignified the fame to the Embafiadors 
of the Cofachites, who expected it with impatience. 

This news being carried over to the Camp of the Cofachites, 


Was receiv'd with great joy, as being confonant to the end they 


had propos’d tothemfelves when they firft undertook the War 
and left their Country : They thereupon immediately deputed 
fome of the chiefeft among themto agree with the Apalachites 
about the abfolute conclufion of that Peace,and to fign the Ar- 
ticles of the Treaty. Thefe Deputies being come to the place 
where the Prince of the Apalachites expeGted them, attended 
by the moft confiderable Perfons about his Court, fitting ona 
Seat fomwhat higher then any of the reft, and cover’d witha 
rich Fur, were very kindly receiv'd; and having taken their 
Seats, the King drank to them of a certain Beverage call’d: | 
Caffina, out of a Bowl of which he firft tafted himfelf: All that 
were prefent at the Council drank afterwardsin order; which 
done,they fell upon the bufinefs of the Treaty, which was con- 
cluded upon thefe Conditions ; - ms 
That the Cofachites fhould inhabit promifcuoufly in the 
Cities and Towns of the Apalachites ; That in all refpects they 
fhould be efteem’d and accounted as the natural Inhabitants of 
the:Country 5 ‘That they fhould abfolutely enjoy the fame 
Priviledges; That they fhould be fubject to the King, as the 
others were; That they fhould embrace the Religion, and ob- 
fervethe Cuftoms of the Country : Orif they would rather, 
the Apalachites would ‘refign up to them the rich and great 
Province of Amana, to beenjoy’d only by them, according to - 
the limits which fhould be agreed upon:Provided. Sean s 
at 
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That they fhould acknowledge the King of the Apalachites 
for their Sovereign, and that from thence forward they fhould 
render him reafonable homage. 

This Agreement being thus reciprocally concluded,was at- 
tended with mutual acclamations: Not long after,the Deputies 
of the Cofachites having given an account of their negotiation 
to their Commander in chief and his Councel, and reprefented 
to them the choice which had been left them either of living 
promifcuoufly among. the Apalachites, or being fole poffeflors 
of the Province into which they were entered 5 they unani- 
moufly accepted of the latter, and fo became abfolute Ma- 
~ fters of that Province of Amana, whereof the King of the 4- 
palachites put. them himfelf into quiet poffeffion: The Wo- 
men, Children, and Old men, who had been left behind, when 
all fuchas were able to bear arms had follow’d their Prince, 
were tran{ported into fome of the other Provinces, where the 
King appointed a fetled habitation for them, and all the gal- 
Jant men of that Province who had ventur’d their lives againft 
the Enemy, and for the prefervation of their Country. 

All things being thus fetled, both parties laid down their. 
arms, and the Cofachites went to fetch their Wives, Children, 
Cattel, Baggage, and the Souldiers they had left neer the great 
Lake of Theomi; and being fafely return’d, they difpos'd 
themfelves into the Cities appointed them, congratulating 
their good fortune in the conqueft of fo noble a Country, an- 
{werably to their expectation at the firft undertaking of the 
Wars 

From that time the Apalachites gave the tiame of Carébbians, 
or as the French would have it, Caraibes, to thofe new comers, 
who of a fudden,and contrary to their expectation, forc’d them- 
felvesuponthem, torepair the breach which had been made 


by the tranfplantation of fome of their people into another — 


Country of America: fo that this word Carasbes fignifies, in 
their language, a fort of people added, or fuddenly and unexpe- 
Fedly coming in, flrangers, or ftout and valiant mens as if they 
would exprefs, that a generous people, whom they expected 
not, were come uponthem, and had been added tothem: and 
this denomination continu'd to thefe new comers inftead of 
that of Cofachites, which hath been kept up only in fome 
weak and wretched Families which liv’d more towards the 
north of Florida, and after the departure of the true Cofachites, 
poffefs'd themfelves of their habitations, and would alfo have 
pafs'd under the name of thofe who had preceded them in 
the poffeflion of that Country : Whereas on the other fide, 
~ thefe true Cofachites were known by the name of Caribbians in 
the Province of Amana; and therefore henceforward we fhall 
fpeak of them, and the Colonies which they have fince fent 
abroad, only under that name. | 
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Thefe two Nations being thus united by the determination 
of their differences, and the period they put toa cruel war 
which might have ruin’d them both, livd afterwards in good 
corref{pondence for many years. But in procefs of time, the 
Caribbians finding themfelves multiply'd in the Country which 
they had conquer’d by their arms, would not embrace the Re- 
ligion of the Apalachites, who ador’d the Sun, as fhall be fhewn 
hereafter, nor be prefent at their Ceremonies in the Temple 
they had in the Province of Bemarin, where the Court was 5 
nor in fine render the King the homages that were dueto him 
for the Province they were poffefs'd of, according to’ their 
promife,and the Articles of the Treaty. 

This breach of promife on the part of the Caribbians, and 
that unjuftiafiable act, prov'd the occafion of many bloudy 
Wars which happen’d afterwards bet ween the two Nations:the 
Caribbians were furrounded of all fides by their adverfaries, 
who kept them in fo,that they could not any way enlarge their 
quarters 5 andonthe other fidethe Apalachites had in the bow- 
els of their Country a cruel and irreconcileable enemy, who 
kept them perpetually in alarms, and oblig’d them to be al- 
ways in afms; during which, both the one and the other, 
fometimes victorious, fometimes beaten, as the uncertain 
chance of war was pleas’d to carry it, liv’da verytfad life 5 in- 
fomuch that, many times, either for want of cultivating the 
ground, or by reafon of the wafte committed in the fields of 
one another, a littlé before the Harveft, they were reduc’d to 
fuch an extreme Famine, as deftroy’d more people than the 
Sword? s, wie eo 

Above an age was fpent in thefe contefts, during which the 
Caribbians, who had for their Commander’ in chief’ and. 
King of their Nation, one of their moft valiant Captains, 
whom they called Ragazzm, added to their former acquefts 
another Province, which lay next to them on the South fide, 
and is called A¢atica, which reaching through the Mountains 
by an interval that receives a torrent defcending fromthe fame 
Mountains, afterwards extends towards the Weft, as far asthe 
River, which taking its fource at the great Lake, after ithath 
made feveral Ilands, and flown’ through ' divers Provinces, 
falls at laft into the Ocean: This is the famous River which — 
the French have calledthe River of Jfay ; but the Apalachites 
name it Bafainim, which fignifies in their language,the delicé 
aus River, or abounding in fifth. The Caribbians having thus 
dilated their territories, and forc’d their Enemies to retreat, 
made for fome years a truce with the Apalachites, who being 


-wearied, out with the Wars, and difcourag’d by the lofs of a 


confiderable Province, willingly hearkned to that ceflation of 


-arms,and all atts of hoftility. 
_ But thele Apalachites being exafperated to fee their Country 


growa 
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grown lefsby one of the belt Provinces belonging to it, taking 
the advantage of the opportunity of that Truce;, fecretly con- 
fulted feveral times among themfelves how they might carry on 
their defigns more fuccefstully againft the Carsbbians then they 
bad done before; and having found by fad experience, that 
they had not advanced their affairs much by affaulting th¢ir 
Enemies openly, and by fetled Engagements, they refolv'd’ to 
fupplant them by fubtlety,and to that end to think of all ways 
imaginable to make a divifion among them, and infenfibly to 
engage them ina Civil War within their own Country. This 
advice being receiv'd and generally approv‘d of all their 
Priefts, who are invery great efteem among them, and have 

Voices in their moft important Affemblies, immediately fur- 
nifh’d them with expedients, and fuggefted to them the means, 
which were to this effect. 

They had obferv’d that thofe people who came in fo flily and 
farpriz'd them in theirown Country, were without Religion, 
and made no acknowledgment of any Divinity, whereto they 
conceiv'd themfelves oblig’d to render any publick Service,and 
that they ftood in fear only of a certain evil Spirit which they 
called Mabouya , becaufe he fometimes tormented them; yet 
fo asthat in the mean time they did not dohim any homage : 
Thence it came that for fome years after their arrival, during 
which they had liv'd in good correfpondence with them, they 
endeavour'd to induce them by their example to acknow- 

‘ledge the Sun to be the fovereign Governour of the World, 
and to adore him as God. Thefe Exhortations and Inftructions 
hada great influence over the Spirits of the chiefeft among the 
Caribbians, andhad made {trong impreffions in them; fo that 
having receiv'd the firft Principles of that Religion while the 
time of their mutual correfpondence continu’d , many left 
the Province of 4vaza wherein they had their habitations,and 
went into that of Bewarin, the principal Province of the Apa- 
lachites, whence they afcended into the Mountain of Olaim2, 
upon which the Apalachites made their folemn Offerings 5 and 
‘upon their invitation the Caribbians had participated of thofe 
Cermonies and that Service: Thefe Priefts, whom the Apala- 
chites call Jaouas, which is as much asto fay, den of God, knew 
that the {ceds of Religion are not fo eafily fmother’d in the 
‘heartsof men; and that, though the long Wars they had had 
-with the Carébbians had hinder’d the exercife thereof,yet Would 
it be nohard matter for them to blow up, as ‘we may fay, thofe 
{parks in them which lay hid underthe afhes. | 
- The Truceand Ceffation of all aéts of Hoftility, which had 
‘been concluded between the two Nations, prefented the 4pa- 
lachites with a favourable opportunity to profecute their de- 
fign; whereuponthe Priefts of the Sunadvis'd, with the Kings 
Confent, that there fhould bea publication made among the 

Ff Carzbbians, 
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Caribbians,that at the beginning of the Month of March,which 
they call Naarivz in their language, they would render a folemn 
Service in honour of the Sun, on the high Mountain; and that 
the faid Service fhould be attended with Divertifements,Feaft- 
ing, and Prefents, which they fhould liberally give to fuch as 
were prefent thereat. This Ceremony was no new thing among 
the Apalachites, fothat the Carzbbians could not fufpect any 
circumvention, nor fear any furprife 5 for it was a very-ancient 
cuftomamong themto make extraordinary Prayersto the Su 


at the beginning of the Month of Naariz,which is precifely the | _ 
timé that they have done fowing their Mais. That whichthey ~ 


defire in this Service is, Thatthe Sun would be pleas'd tocaufe 
‘that whichthey had recommended to his care, tofpring, grow, 
andcome to maturity. They have alfo the fame folemnity in 
the Month of Aéay, at which time they have got in their firft 
Harveft, to render him thanks for the fruits they conceive that 
they have receiv'd from his hands. Befides,the Carzbbians knew 
‘well enough,that during thefe Feftivals the Apalachites hung up 
their Bows and. Arrows; that it was accounted a hainous 
crime among them to go armd into their: Temple, and.to raife 
the leaft difpute there; and that during thofe days of Selemni- 
ty, the greateft Enemies were commonly reconcil’d, and laid 
afide all enmiry. In fine, they nade not the leaft doubt but that 
the Publick Faith, “andthe promife folemnly made, would be 
inviolably obferv’d. | 

‘Upon this affurance they difpofe themfelves to pafs over 
into the Province of Bewardz at the time appointed 5 and that 
they might be thought to contribute fomwhat on their part to 


the publick Solemnity,they drefs themfelves with allthe brave- — ~ 


ry atid magnificence they coulds: and though thateven then 
they were wont to go very lightly clad ,.and expofe their bo- 
diesalmoft naked, yet the more to accommodate themfelvesto 
the-humours of their Neighbours;,whom they were going to vi- 
fit; they caufed all the Furs, fpotted Skins, and Stuffs that. they 
had, to.be made into Cloaths: They. forgot not alfo to caufe 


their faces, their hands , and. all thofe places of their bodies 


which lay expos’d tobe feen, to be painted with a bright red 5 
‘and they crown themfelves withtheir richeft Garland,interwo- 
‘ven: with the different plumage of feveral rare Birds of the 
‘Country, . The Women for their parts, defirous to participate 


‘ofithisSolemnity, leave nothing undone that might contribute 


any ‘thing tothe adorning:of themfelves; the Chains of Shells 
of feveral colours, the Pendants, and the high Coifs enrich’d 


‘with the ‘precious and glittering Stones which the ‘Torrents — 


bring down along with them out of the high Mountains,.made 
them appear with extraordinary luftres: In this équipage the 


Garibbians, partly out of curiofity, partly out of the vanity to 
they themfelves, and. fome out of certain motives of Religon, 


undertake | 
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undertake that Pilgrimage: Andthat they might not raife any 
jealoufie in thofe who had fo kindly invited them, they leave 
their Bows, Arrows, and Clubs at the laft Village within their 
Jurifdiction.and.enter into the Province of Bemariz only with a 
walking ftick, finging and dancing, as they are all of a merry 
and divertive difpofition. ; 


~ On the other fide, the Apalachites expected them with great ; 


devotion, and anfwerably to the Ordersthey had to that pur- 
pofe receiv’d from their King, whofe name was Teltlabin, and 
whofe race commands at prefent among that people 5 they 
kindly entertain‘d all thofe. who came to the Sacrifice 3 nay, 
from the firft entrance of the Carzbbians into their Province, 
they treated them at all places as cordially as if they had been 
their Brethren, and that there had never been any difference 
'. between them: They feafted them all along the way , and 
conducted them up to the Royal City, which to this day they 
eall Adelz/ot that is,the City of Councel, inafmuch as it is the habi- 
tation of the King and his Court: The chiefeft of the Caribbians 
were magnificently entertain'd at the Palace-Royal, and thofe 
of the common fort were receiv'd and treated by the Inhabi- 
tants of the City, who fpar'd no coft to heighten the fatisfaction 
of their Guefts. ; 
. 'Theday dedicated to the facrifice of the Sun being come, 
the King of the Apalachites with his Court, which was very 
much encreafed by the arrival of the Carzbbians, and a great 
number of the Inhabitants of the other Provinces, who were 
come upto the Feaft, went up very betimes in the morning to 
thetopof the Mountain of Olaimi, which is not a full league 
diftant from the City : ‘This Prince, according to the cuftome 
of the Country, was carried in a chair, on the fhoulders of 
four tall men, attended by four others of the fame height, who 
were to relieve the former when they were weary: There 
marched before him feveral perfons playing on Flutes and o- 
ther mufical Inftruments 5 with this pomp he came to the place 
appointed for the Affembly; and when the Ceremony was 
over, he made a great diftribution of Cloaths and Furs, more 
than he had been accuftomed to do upon fuch, occafions be- 
fore: But above all, his liberality was remarkable towards the 
moft confiderable perfons among the Carbbians; and in imi- 
tation of the Prince, the wealthieft of his people made pre- 
fentsin like manner to thofe of that Nation who had vouchfafed 
their folemn Sacrifice with their prefence; fo that molt of the 
Caribbians return'd home well fatisfy’d, and in better Liveries 
than they had brought thence with them: After they were 
come down from the Mountain, they were again treated and 
entertain'd with the greateft expreflions of good will, in all 
the houfes of the Apalachites, through whofe habitations they 


‘were to return into their.quarters > In fine, to encourage them 
{2 to’ 
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to afecond vifit, there were folemn proteftations made to them 


from the King and his Officers, that they fhould be at all other - 


times receiv'd with the like demonftrations of affection, if 
they were defirous to accompany them four times in the year 
to the celebration of the fame Ceremonies. | ; 

The Carzbbians being return‘d into their Province could not 
make fufficient acknowledgments of the kind entertainment 
they had receiv'd: Thofe who had ftay’d at home being ra- 
vifh'd to fee the rich prefents which their Country-men had 


brought home, immediately refolv'd to undertake the fame — 


pilgrimage at the next enfuing Feaft: And the day on which 
it was to be drawing neer, there was fo great‘a conteftation.a- 
mong them who fhould go, that if their Cacick,, or chief Cap- 
tain, had nottaken fome courfe therein, the Province would 
have been deftitute of Inhabitants : The Apalachetes on the o- 
ther fide continu’d their entertainments and liberalities ; and 
there was a certain emulation among them who fhould be moft 
kind to the Caribbians: Their Priefts, whoknew what would 
be the iffue of all this impofture, recommended nothing fo 
much to them, as the continuation of thofe good Offices, 
which they faid were very acceptable to the Sun. | 

Three years flipp’d away in thefe vifits; at the end whereof 
the Apalachites, who had exhaufted themfelves in liberalities 
towards their Neighbours, perceiving they had gain‘d extream- 
ly upon their affetions, and that the greateft part of them 
were grown fo zealous for the fervice of the Sun, that nothing 
would be able to force out of their apprehenfions the deep fen- 
timents they had conceiv’d of his Divinity; refolv’d, upon 
the in{tigation of their Priefts, for whofe advice the King and 
all the people had great refpedcts and fubmiflions, to take oe- 
cafion from the expiration of the Truce to renewthe war 
againft the Caribbians, and to forbid them accefs to their Ce- 
remonies, if they wouldnet, as they did, make a publick pro- 
feflion of believing the Sun to be God, and perform the pro- 
mifé they had fometime made of acknowledging the King of 
the Apalachites for their Sovereign, and.do homage to him for 
the Province of Amana; upon which account they had been 
admitted to be the Inhabitants thereof. 


The Caribbians were divided about thefe propofals > For all 


thofe who wereinclin'd to the adoration of the Sun, were of 
opinion, that fatisfaction fhould be given to the Apalachites, 
affirming, that, though they were not oblig’d thereto by their 
promife, yet wouldthere be an engagement to do it, though 
it were only to prevent their being depriv’d of the free exer- 
cife of their Religion, and debar’d their prefence at the facri- 
fices made to the Sun, which they could not abandon without 


much regret: The Caczck or chief Commander, and a great — 


number of the moft confiderable among the Caribbians alledged 


= 
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on the contrary, that they would not blaft their reputation,and 
the glory of all their precedent Victories, by fo fhameful a 
peace, which, under pretence of Religion, would make them 
fubject to the Apalachites ; That they were free-born, and thar, 
as fuch, they had left the place of their birth, and tranfplanted 
themfelves into a better Country than their own, by force of 
Arms; That their greateft concernment was to endeavour the 
continuance of that precious liberty, and to cement it with 
their own blood, -if occafion requir'd; That they were the 
fame men who had fometime forc’d the Apalachites to refign 
upto them the moft confiderable of their Provinces, fuch a one 
as was the centre, and as it were the eye of their Country 5 
That they had not remitted any thing of that generofity, and 
that that valour was fo far from being extinguifh’d, that on the 
contrary they had enlarg’d_ their jurifdiction by the acqueft of 
a noble and {pacious Country,which gave them paflage beyond 
the Mountains,whereby they were furrounded before 5 That 
having thus removd out of the way whatever might obftruct 
their defigns, it would be thought an infupportable cowardice 
in them, only under pretence of Religion, and out of pure 
curiofity of being prefent at Sacrifices, to quit the pofieffion 
of what they had reduc’d under their power with fo much 
trouble and bloodfhed: In fine, that-if any were defirous to 
adore the Sun, they needed not to go out of theirown Terri- 
toriesto doit, fince he fhined as favourably in their Provinces 
as thofe of the Apalachites,and look’d on them every day as gra- 
cioufly as on any other part of the world; and if there were 
any neceflity of confecrating a Mountain to him, or a Grot, 
they might find among thofe which feparated their. Country 
from the great Lake, fome that were as-high and as fit for 
thofe myfteries asthat of Olaéwmi. : 
Thofe who maintained the fervice of the Sun, and were 
againft engaging in a new war, which muft be the fequel of 
refufing conditions which were as advantageous to them asto 
the 4palachites, made anfwer ; that fince they had for fome 
years enjoy’d the {weetnefs of peace, and experienc d upon fo 
many occafions the kind entertainments and generofity. of 
their Neighbours, it would be the greateft imprudence in the 
world to run themfelves into new troubles, which they might 
avoid upon fuch eafie terms, and that without any lofs of the 
reputation they had acquirds; That the acknowledgments 
which the 4palachites requir'd for the Province they were pof- 
feffed of, might be fuch, and of fo little importance, that it 
would not be any diminution of their Honour, or prejudice to 
their Authority ; That as to what concern’d the Service and 
Sacrifices of the Sun, they were not furnifh’d with fuch Priefts 
as were inftructed in that Science, and acquainted with the 


Ceremonies thereof, That it was much to be fear’d that if ay 
fhoul 
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fhould undertake to imitate the Faozas of the Apalachites,they 


would, by the mifcarriages likely to be committed therein, 


draw upon themfelves the indignation of the Divinity which . | 


they would ferve, inftead of gaining its favour; That they 
had found upon enquiry, that there was not any Mountain in 
the whole Country fo kindly look’d upon by the Sun, and fo 
pleafant asthat of Olaimi: Nor was there any other that had 
a Temple naturally made inthe Rock, after fo miraculous a 
manner, which was fuch, that all the art and induftry of man 
could never bring to that perfection, and that it could be no 
other than the work of the beams of that Divinity which was 
there ador’d; That though it were fuppos'd they might find 
out a Mountain and a Cave that came fomewhat neer the 
other, which yet they thought impoffible, it was queftiona- 
ble whether thofe Birds who were the Sun’s Meflengers would 
make their habitation there; And that the Fountain confe- 
crated in honour of him, which wrought admirable efte@s, 
and unheard of cures, would be found there; And confe- 
quently, that they fhould expofe themfelves to the derifion of 
the Apalachites, who would ftill have occafion to make their 
brags of an infinite number of prerogatives peculiar to their 
ancient Temple and Service, which the new one they preten- 
ded to build would never have. . From all which confidera- | 
tions the Religious party concluded, that their beft courfe 
was tomakea firm peace, that fo.they might have the conve- 
nience of participating of the fame Ceremonies for the fu- 
ture, which they had frequented duringthe Truce. 
But thofe who were refolv’d on the contrary fide were. fo 
obftinate, that all thofe remonftrances prevail’d nothing upon 
them, nor could in the leaft divert them from the refolution 
they had taken never to acknowledge the <Apalachites for 
their Sovereigns, norlofe their liberty under pretence of Re- 
ligion and way of Worfhip, which their fore-fathers had been 
ignorant of: So that, in fine, this contrariety of fentiments 
made an abfolute rupture among the Caribbians, fo as to di- 
vide theminto two factions, as the Priefts of the Apalachites 
had forefeen; whereupon being divided alfo in their Coun- 
cels, they could not return an unanimous anfwer to the pro- . 
pofitions of peace or war which had been made to them by the 
Apalachites: But either party growing ftronger and f{tronger 
daily, that which voted for an allyance with the Apalachites, 
and {tood for the adoration of the Sun, became fo powerful as 
to be in a condition to oblige the other either to embrace © 

their opinion, or quit the Province. a 
It would be too tedious a Relationto fet down here all the 
mifchiefs and miferies which that Civil War brought among 
the Caribbians, who mutually deftroy’d one the other, till at 
jaft, after many fights, the 4palachites joyning with that sae 
which 
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whichcarried. on their Intereft, the other was forced to quit 
the Provinces of Amana.and Aatica, and to find, out a more 
fetied habitation elfewhere. ithe ange 
The. victorious Caribbians having, by the affittance.of the 
Apalachites, rid. themfelves of thofe who were the difturbers of 
 gheiz,Reace, fortified their Frontiers, and placed up and down 
von.the- avenues the moft, valiant and, moft generous, of their 
‘Eoregs, to deprive the Banifh’d of all hope of ever returning : 
‘That done,they contracted a moft {tri&t Alliance with the Apa- 
lachitgs, {abmitting themf{elves to their Laws, embracing their 
Religion, and fo making themfelves one people. with them ; 
.and; that, incorporation continues to. this day; yet not fo, but 
that thofe Caribbians do {till retain their ancient name, as we 
have already obferv'd in the beginning of. this Chapter ; as alfo 
-many, words which are common. between them and the Inhabi- 
tants of the Caribhies : Of this kind are, among: an infinite 
number of, others, theterms of Cakonnes, to exprefs,the, little 
curiofities which are preferv'd.for their. tarity,, that of Boutton, 
to fignifiea Clubof a weighty, kindof: wood 5, thatof Zavweali, 
to, exprefs a certain. picquancy or. delightfulnefs.of taftes, that 
of, Banaré,. to fignifie a familiar,Friend ;.that of Etaxtom,to de- 
notean Enemy: They alfo call a Bow, 4llouba;. Arrows, .Al- 
| douang 5 .@ Brent, Pond, Taovaba; the evil Spirit, Mabonyas and 
the Soul of a Man, Akameboué ; which are the proper terms 
whigh, the Caribbjaz Inhabitants of the Ilands make ufe of at 
the-prefent to fignifie the fame things. ) Tare 
. oXsconcerning the Caribbians forc'd out of their Country by 
thofe, of their. own, Nation, and; drivenjout of the limits of 
theirancient Habitation,and all the places they had Conquer’d; 
having, ftraggled, up and. down;a while neer the River which 
derives, its fource from.the great Lake, and endeavour'd to no 
purpofe, to. enter into fome Accommodation with the Inhabi- 
tants of either fide.of it, they atlaft refolv'dto maketheir way 
through their Country, either by fair meansor foul, and fo to 
get into fome place where they might perpetuate themlelves, 
‘and, make a fecure eftablifhment of what was left of themé 
With this.refolution they. made a fhift to get to the Sea-fide, 
where having met with a people which took compaffion, on 
their, mifery, they winter'd among them, and pafs‘d over that 
. difconfolate Seafon in much want: And,while they {pent their 
‘timein continual regrets, for-theirlofs,of a Country fo pleafant 
and.fertile as that whichthey had liv’d in, and: confidered: that 
they fhould never enjoy themfelves injthat, whereto their mif- 
foxtune hadicaft them as Exiles; there arrived where they were, 
at the beginning of the Spring, two little Veffels, which came 
frona the Iflands called the Lacayas, and iad beendriven by the 
Winds into the Road neer which our Caribbians had pafs'd over 
the Winter « There were !inthofe two Veflels,. which they‘call 
rie. Canows 
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Canows or Piragos, about thirteen or fourteen perfons, Inhabi- 
tants of Cigateo, one of the Luacayaz Mlands, who being got © 

afhore, related to the natural Inhabitants of the Country how 
they had been fore’d thither by a Tempeft; and among other 
things, they told wonders of the If{lands where they liv'd, ad- 
ding, that there were yet divers others beyond them, towards 


the Equator, which lay defart, and were not inhabited, and ~_ 


thofe fuch as were accounted better then the others whereof 
they had given theman account: That for their parts, all they 
defired of the Inhabitants of the Country was only fome Pro- 
vifions, and a little frefh Water, to enable them to get home to 
their own Country, from which they conceiv’d themfelves to 
be diftant not above four or five days Sailing. 

The Caribbians, who were ftudying where to find out fome 
new habitation , and extreamly troubled that they .had no 
fetled place, where they might no longer be expos’d to the in- 
conveniences of a wandring kind of life, having heard fo much 
of thefe Iflands, and that they were not far from the Lwcayas, 
refolv'd to make their advantage of the opportunity of thofe 
Guides, whom they had met with by fo extraordinary a good 
fortune, to follow them, when they fhould depart thence, and 
after their arrival at-home,to plant themfelves in fome of thofe 
defart Iflands whereof they had given fo advantagious an ac~ 
count. 

They doubted not but that the execution of this enterprize 
would put a period to all their miferies: But there was yeta 
great obftacle lay in their way, which at firft they knew not 
how toovercome, to wit, the want of Veffelsto crofsthe Sea, 
and bring them to the places whereof they defir'd to poffefs 
themfelves: The firft Propofals were to fell down Trees, and 
to make them hollow with fire, as other Nations did, nay that 
among whom they then were: But that expedient requir'd a 
long time to compafsit, while in the interim, thofe whom they 
hoped'to have for their Conductors would be gone: Where- 
upon they thought it the fureft way to find out Veffels ready 
made: Tothat end they refolv'd inthe night time to feize on 
all thofe which the Nations of the neighbouring Creeks, and 
and fuch as liv’d neer the Rivers which fall thereabouts into 
the Sea, had ready intheir Ports, and in condition fit for the 
Sea. The day being come for the departure of the Lucayans, 
who were to be their Guides, our Caribbians who had furnifh’d 
themfelves before-hand with all neceffary provifions, met toge- 
ther the moft fecretly they could, along the River-fides and 
neer the Ports, and having pofflefs'd themfelves of all the Ca- 
wows or Veflels they met with, joyn’d with the Lucayans, with 
‘whom, without taking any leave of their Hofts, they fet Sail 
for the Lacayas. | 

The Wind having prov’d favourable to thefe Fugitives,they 

got 
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got ina few days to Cigateo, where they were very civilly en- 


tertain'd by the Inhabitants, who, having fupply’d them with 
all neceffary refrefhments; conducted them to the moft remote 
of their Iflands,and thence gave thema Convoy to bring them 
to the next of the defart Iflands whereof they had given them 
a relation, which they call’d Ayay, but it is now call’d Santa 
Crux: Yo their paflage they fail’d by the Ilind of Borigquen, 
now call’d Porto-Rico, which was inhabited by a very powerful 
Nation. ets ky! i Sgt tee yoerd) 
Ie wasthen inthe faid Ifland of Ayay that our Caribbiaus laid 
the firft foundations of their Colony, and where enjoying an 
undifturbed Peace, which made them forget all precedent mif- 
fortunes, they multipli'd fo, that within a few years they were 
forc’d to {pread themfelves into all the other Iflands now 
known by the name of the Caribbbies: And fome Ages after,, 
having poflefs'd themfelves of all the inhabitable Ilands, they 
tranfported themfelves into the Continent of the Meridional 
part of America,where they have at this day many great and nu- 
merous Colonies, wherein they are fo well fetled, that though 
the Taos, the Sappayos, theParagot#s, the Arowacas or Arouagnes, 
who are their Neighbours in the Ifland of Trzzity, and the Pro- 
vinces of Orizoca, have often attempted to force them out of 
their-habitations, and engag’d againft them with all their For- 
ces; yet do they ftill continue in them ina flourifhing conditi- 
oa, and entertain fo good a correfpondence and fo perfect a 
friendfhip with our Carabbzans, the Inhabitants of the I{lands, 
that thefe latter march out once or twice a ycar to their relief, 
joyning all together with the Calzbites, their Friends and Cc n- 
federates, again{t the Arovagues, and other Nations, their com- 
mon: Enemies. : | , 
There is yet another Story concerning the origine of the In- 
fulary Caribbzaxs, which is, That they are defcended from their 
_ Confederates the Calzbites ; and weare apt to believe fomwhat 
ofit may be true,as being the only account which moft of them 
can give of themfelves: For thefe Carzbbians being lefs pow- 
erful then the Calibites, whenthey firft came among them into 
the Continent ; and having afterwards enter’d into Alliance 
with them by Marriages and common concernments,they made 
up together but one people, and fo there enfu’d a mutual com- 
munication of Language and particular Cuftoms: And thence 
it comes that a great part of the Carzbbians, having forgot their 
* firft origine, would have it believ'd that they are defcended 
fromthe Calibites ; Anditis to be prefum’d, that it being out of 
all memory of man, when their Predeceflors came from the 
Northern parts into thefeIflands, they have not any knowledg, 
of their Native Country, which having caft them out of her 
bofom, and treated them. as Rebels, was not fo far regretted 
by thofe poor Fugitives, as that they fhonld be over-carefuk 
Gg to 
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that the fooner to forget the miferies they had fuffer’d, they ef= 
fac'd the fad ideas therof as much: as they could, and were glad 
of any other Origine : Ie may be alfo, that when the Caribbians 
firft enter’d the Iflands,upon their coming from the North, they 
were not fo deftitute of Inhabicants, but that there were here 
and there fome Families which might have pafs'd over thither 
from the Iflands of Hifpaniola or Porto-Rico, which they de- 
ftroy’d, referving only the Women, whom they might make 
ufe of for the propagation of their Colony: And of this there is 
yet agreater probability,in that thefe Carzbbians being banifh'd 
from among the Apalachites, and by War fore d to leave the 
Country to the victorious Party, many of their Wives ftatd 
behind among the Apalachites, and the reft of their own Nati- 
on who had joyn’d with them: And thence poffibly may pro- 
ceed the difference there is between the Language of the Men 
and that of the Women amongtt the Caribbians. | 
But to give a more particular account of thofe Colonies 
of theCarzbbians which are in the Meridional Continent of 
America, in the firft place, the Relationsof thofe who have 
entred into the famous River of Orexoca, diftant from the 


Line, Northward, eight degrees and fifty minutes,affirm, that. 


at a great diftance within the Country, there live certain Ca- 


ribbians who might eafily have pafs'd over thither from the 


Wand of Tabago, which, of all the Carbbies, is the neereft to 
that Continent. 

The Dutch Relations acquaint us, that, advancmg yet fur- 
ther towards the Aquator, there lies, at feven degrees from 
that Line, the great and famous River of E/fequeba, neer which 
are planted firft the 4rozagues,and next to them the Carébbians, 
who are continually in war with them, and have their habita- 
tions above the falls of thac River, which defcend with great 
violence from the Mountains; and thence thefe Carzbbsans 
reach to the fource of the fame River, and are very numerous, 
and poffefs'd'of a vaftterritory. 18 

The fame Travellers relate, that within fix degrees of the 
Line lies the River Sarzame, or Suriname, into which falls ano- 


ther River named fLkouteca, all along which there are many _ 


Villages inhabited by Caribbians. 


There is befides 2 numerous people of the fame Nation, 
Inhabitants of a Couritry which reaches a great way into the 
Continent, the coafts whereof extend to the fifth and: fixth - 


degree North of the Aquator, f{cituate along.a fair and great 
River named Aarouyne, about eighteen Leagues diftant from 
that of Sarvame, which from its fource crofles wp anddown 
above two hundred leagues of Country, in which therearema~ 
ny Villages inhabited by Caribbians 3 who, obferving the fame 
euftome with the Ilanders, makechoice of the moft valiant 
ae among 


Boon 


to preferve the memory of it. Onthe contrary, it is credible, | 


wo Geen gD 


among them for their Cacicks, or Commanders inchief, and 
are fomewhat of a higher ftature than thofe Inhabitants of the 
Caribbies,yet not differing much from them,fave only that fome 
of them cover theif privy parts with a piece of cloth, but ra 
ther for ornament, than out of any confideration of fhame or 
modefty : Thofe therefore who have travell’d into thofe 
Countries affirm, that, from the mouth of the River Mar onyne, 
which lies at five degrees and forty five minutes of the Line to 
the North, tothe fource of it, there are twenty days fail, and 
that all along it the Caribbians have their Villages like thofe of 
our Iflanders. long 

We obferve further out of the Voyages of fome Dutch, that 
the Inhabitants of that Continent, through which the River 
of Cayenna makes its. paflage into the Ocean, are naturally 
Caribbians....\ ' : 

In fine, it is not-impoffible but that thefe Caribbians might 
crofs thofe Countries as far.as Brafils for thofe who have made 
voyages thither, affirm, that among the Provinces, which lie 
along the coafts of the South-Sea,, there are {ome people, com- 
‘monly known by the name of Caribbians, and that being of a 
more hardy and-daring.conftitution, as alfo more apprehenfive 
and fabtlethan the other Jzdiazs, Inhabitants of Brafi/, they 
are fohighly efteemed among them, that they conceive them 
tobe endu’d with a.more-excellent kind of knowledge than 
theothers; whence it comes that they havea great fubmiffion 
for their Gounfels.; and defire them to prefide at all their Fefti- 
vals and tejoicings,' which they,feldom celebrate without the 
prefence of fome.on¢ of thefe Caribbians, who upon that ace 
count take their:progrefs up and down the Villages, where 
they are receiv d with acclamations, entertainments and great 
kindnefs;-as Fohx de Lery hath obferv'd. 

Were it neceflary to produce any further confirmation to 
prove that thefe Caribbians, {cattered ‘into fo many places of 
the Continent of the Meridional part of America, are of the 
fame‘Nationiwith the Ilaxders, wemight alledge what is una- 
nimoufly affirm’d by the two Dutch Colonies aitel in thofe 
coafts, to wit, thofe of Cayenna.and Berbica, both neighbours 
to the Caribbians of the Continent, to fhew the conformity 
and refemblance there isin many things, as conftitution, man- 

hers, cuftoms, &c. between them and the Ivdiaz Inhabitants of 
the Curibbies,of whom we thall give an account hereafter: But 
if is time weconclude'this chapter, ‘which is already grown to 
agreat lengths yet couldit not be divided, by reafon of the 
uniformity and connexionof thematter. ~~ LO? ot 
_ Yet have we a word further to add, in anfwer to a queftion, 
which the curiofity of fome 'perfon might haply take occafion 
to ftart,:which is, How long it may be fince the: Carsbbians 
came out of Florida into thefe Iflands > We muft acknowledge 
avs , Geg2 there 


229 


Le Lhe Hiftory of Booxll, 


there can no certain account be given of it, inafmuch as thefe 
Nations have commonly no other Annals than their own me- 
mories: But in regard thofe people ordinarily live two hun- 
dred years, itis not to be thought {trange that the occurrences 
happening among them, fhould be tranfmitted to pofterity to 
three or four Generations. And to confirm this, wemay aver 
that there are many men and women among them whocan 
give an exact account of the firft arrival of the Spaniards in 
America, asif it had happened but yefterday: So that the re- 
membrance of the departure of the Carébbians out of Florida, 


‘and the wars they have had there, being yet frefh among the 


Apalachites, thofe who have heard them ditcourfe, conjecture 
that it may be about five hundred years fince thofe thingscame 
to pafs. But if it be further queftion’d, why they didnot en- 
deavour to make their way back again into Florida, to be re- - 
vene'd of the Apalachites,and thofe of their own Nation, who 
had fore’d them thence, efpecially after they had multiply’d 
and recruited themfelves fo powerfully in the Iflands? it may 
be anfwered, That the difficulty of Navigation, which is very 
eafie from the Caribbies to Florida, but*very dangerous from 
Florida to the Caribbies, the winds being commonly contrary, 
chill’d the earneftnefs they might have to make any fuch ate 
tempt. In the next place it is to be noted, ’ that the air of the | 
Iflands being warmer, and the foil as good, and in all appea- 
rance more fuitable to their conftitution than that of Flerzda, 
they apprehended, that thofe who had forc’d them ‘thence, 
had, contrary to their intentions, procur'd them a greater hap- 
pinefS. than they could have defir’d, and, thinking» to make 
them miferable, had made them fortunate in their exile. 


CHAP. Vb. 0.) 


By way of Digreffion giving an account of the Apala- 
_ chites, the Nature of their Country, their Manners, and 
their ancient and moderu Religion. . ai 


| pe we have. had occafion to fpeak fo much concerning the 


)' Apalachites, and that above one half ofthe anciert Caribbi- 
ans, after the expulfion of thofe among :them who would not © 
adore the Sun, have to this prefent madeup one people and 
one Common-wealth with thofe Apalachites, it willbe.confo- 
nant to our defign, efpecially fince the fubject thereof is rare 
and little known, if we give fome account of the nature of © 
their Country, andthe moft remarkable things thatare in its _ 
as alfo of the manners of the Inhabitants, the Religion tee 

ave 
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have had heretofore, and that which they profels at this day, 


as we have the particulars thereof from the Exglifh, who have 
traded among them, and have not long fince laidthe founda- 
tions of a Colony inthe midft of the nobleft, and beft known 
of their Provinces. | 

The Territories of the Apalachites confitt of fix Provinces, 
whereof three are comprehended within that noble and {paci- 
ous Vale which is encompafs'd by the Mountains of the 4pa- 
dates , at the foot whereof thefe people inhabit: The moft 
confiderable of thofe Provinces, and which lies towards the 
Eaft, wherein the King keeps his Court, is called Bemarin : 
That which is in the midft, and asit were in the centre of the 
- three, is called Amani or Amana: And the third of thofe 
which are within that Vale, is known bythe name of Adatica, 
True it is, that this laft, which begins in the Vale, reaches a 
great way into the Mountains, nay goes yet much beyond, 
even to the South-fide of the great Lake, which they call 
Theomi: The other Provinces are Schama and Meraco, which 
are in the Apalatean Mountains; and Achalagues, which is 
partly in the Mountains, and, partly inthe Plain, and com- 
prehends all the Marfhes and’Fenny places, confining ‘on the 
great Lake Theom2, onthe North-fide. rae 
» The Country under the King of the Apalachites being thus 
divided into fix Provinces, there are in it fome Mountains of 
a vaft extent and prodigious height, which are for the moft 
part inhabited by a people living only upon what they get by 
hunting, there being great {tore of wild beafts in thofe Wil- 
dernefies: Befides which, there are alfo certain Vales, which 
are peopled bya Nation that is lefs barbarous, fuch as addicts 
_ it felf to the cultivation of the earth, and is fuftain’d by the 
fruits it‘produces: And laftly,there are abundance of Marfheg 
and Fenny places, and a great Lake, whereof the Inhabitants 
are very Mumerous, maintaining themfelves by fithing, and 
what the little good ground they have furnifhes them with- 


The three Provinces which are within the Vale, which, 
as we faid in the precedent Chapter, is fixty leagues in length, 
and about ten more in bredth,, lie as it were ina Champion 
Country, fave only, that in fome places there are certain ri- 
fings and eminences, on which the Towns and Villages are 


commonly built 5 many little Rivers, which defcend fromthe . 


Mountains, and abound in Fith, crofs it up and down in feve- 
. tal places: That part of it whichis not reduc’d to culture is 
well furnith’d with fairtrees of an exceflive height : For ine 
ftance, there are Cedars, Cyprefs, Pines, Oaks, Pananas, which 
the French call Saxafras, and an infinite variety of others 

which have no proper names among us... i! 
As concerning the Fruit-trees of this Country ,befides Cheft- 
nut 
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nut and Walnut-Trees, which grow naturally there, the Ez- 
glifb who have planted themfelves in thofe parts, as we fhall 
relate more at large towards the end of this Chapter, have 
planted Orange-trees, {weet and {harp Citrons, Lemons, fe- 
veral forts of Apples and Pears, and divers Stones, as of 
Plumbs,Cherries, and Apricocks,which have thriv’d and multi- 
plied fo, that in fome places of this Country there are more Ex#- 
ropean fruits then in any other part of America. 


There is alfo good ftore of thofe leffer fort of Trees which 
bear leaves or flowers of {weet {cent, fuch as Laurel, Jeffemine, 
Rofes, Rofemary, and all thofe others that are fo ornamental in 
the Garden: Nor isthere any want of Pinks, Carnations, Tu- 
lips, Violets, Lillies, and all the other Flowers which adorn 
Knots and Borders. ie 


Pot-herbs alfo, and all forts of Pulte and Roots, thrive very 


—_ well there: Citruls, Cucumbers, and Melons are common all 


Summer long, and as well tafted’ as thofe which grow in any 
part of the Carzbbies; - i % 
Strawberries and Rafpberries grow in the Woods without 
any culture: They have alfo Small-nuts, Goofeberries, and an 
infinite variety of other {mall Fruits, which in their degree 
contribute to the delight and refrefhment of the Inhabitants. 


The Wheat, Barly, Rie, and’ Oats which fome fow'dthere 


at feveral Seafons, and in different'Soils, hath grown only tothe 
blade’s ‘but in requital, there grows every where fuch abun- 
dance of {mall Millet, Lentils, Chick-peafe, Fetches; and 
Mais, or Turkifh Wheat, which aré fown and harvelted twice 
a year, that the Inhabitants of the Plain Country have enough 
to fupply thofe who live towards the Mountains, who bring 
them in exchange feveral forts of Furs. The Lands that are 


fown with Turkifh Wheat are enclos’d with Quick-fet Hedges, 


planted on both fides with Fruit-trees, moft whereof are co- 
ver d with wild Vines, which grow at the foot of the Trees. 
As to the Volatiles of this Country , there are Turkeys, 


Pintadoes, Parrots, Woodquifts, Turtles, Birds of prey, Eagles, ~ 


Geefe, Ducks, Herons, white Sparrows, Toxatzuli, a kind of 
bird that fings as {weetly as the Nightingal,and is of an excellent 
plumage; and abundance of other Birds commonly feen neer 
Rivers and in the Forefts, quite different from thofe that are 
feen in other parts of the World. ~ Hees 
* The Apalachites haveno knowledge at all of Sea-fifh, as be- 
Ing at too great a diftance from the Coafts;but they.take abun- 
dance inthe Rivers and Lakes, which are extreamly nourifh- 
ing, of an excellent tafte, and much about the bignefs and in 
figure fomwhat like our Pikes, ‘Carps, Perches, and Barbels: 
They alfo take Caftors and Bevers neer the great RiverssLakes, 
and Pools; they eat the flefh of them, and make Furs of the 
Skins, for Winter-caps and other ufes. . ’ Th 

| ere 
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becomes them well. The 
lie towards and among the Mountains, cut off all the hair‘on - 
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There ts no venemous creature nor any wild bea{t in the 
Tower part of the Country 5 for the Inhabitants of the Moun- 
tains, who are expert Huntfmen, drive them into the Forefts, 
where they find them continual work and {port: So that the 


_ flocks of fheep, and herds of cattel and fwine graze up and 
_ down the skirts of the Mountains without any body to look 


after them. But within the woods, and inthe defarts, which 
are not much frequented by men, there are divers Monttrous 
and dangerous Reptiles, as alfo Bears, Tygers, Lions, Wolves, 
and fome other kinds of cruel Beafts, which live by prey, and 
are particular to thofe Countries. | 


The mer in thefe Countries are for the moft part of high — 


ftature, of an Olive-colour, and well proportion’d, their hair 
black and long: Both men and women are very neat and cu- 
rious in keeping their hair cleanand handfomely order’d: The 
‘women tie up theirs about the crown of the head after the 
form of a Garland; and the men difpofe theirs behind the 
eats: But upon days of publick rejoicing, all have their hair 
loofe, difhevel’d, and Sees over their fhoulders; a fafhion 

inhabitants of thofe Provinces that 


the left fide of the head, ‘that fo they may the more eafily draw 
their Bows, and they order that which grows on the other 
fide, fo asto make a creft ftanding over the right ear: Moft of 
them wear neither Caps nor any thing inftead of Shoes, but 
they cover the body withthe skins of Bears or Tygers, neatly 


fowmtogether, and cut after the fafhion of clofe coats, which » 


teach down to their knees, and the fleeves are fo fhort that 
they come not over the elbow. © 

The Inhabitants of the other Provinces which are feated 
inthe Vales and Plains, went heretofore naked from the Na- 


_velupwards, inthe Summer-time, and in Winter, they wore 


- Barments of Furrs; but now both men and womenare clad all 


the year long: Inthe hotteft feafons, they have light cloaths, 
made of cotton, wooll, or acertain herb, of which they make 
athred as ftrong as that of Flax: The women have the art of 
fpinning all thefe materials, and weaving them into feveral 
kinds of ftuffs, which are lafting, and delightful to the eie. 
Butin the winter, which many times is hard enough, they 
areé“all’clad in feveral kinds of skins, which they have the skill 
tO drefs well enough: They leave the hair on fome, and fo 
make ufe of themas Furs: They have alfo the art of tanning 
Ox-hides, and other skins, and making Shoes and Boots of 


them. 


“he men wear Caps made of Otter-skins, which are perfectly 
black and glittering, pointed before, and fet out behind with 


_ YOte tich feathers, which hanging down over their fhoulders 


make them look very gracefully: but the women ie 
22400 other 
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other ornament about the head, but what is deriv'd from the 
feveral drefles of their hair: They make holes incheir ears, -_ 
and wear pendants of Chryftal, or made of a certain fmooth 
{tone they have, which is of as bright a greenas thatofan 
Emrald : Of the fame materials they alfo make great Neck-  ~ 
laces, which they wear when they would appear in ftate: 
They make: great account of Corral,Chryftal, and yellow Am- 
ber, which are brought to them by Strangers; andthey are 
only the Wives of the principal Officers that have Bracelets 
and Necklaces made of them: Though there be fome Spazifh 
and Exglifo Families among them, yet have they not.alter'd 
any thing eitheras totheir Cloaths or courfe of Life. 
' The ordinary fort of people wear only a clofe coat without 

. fleeves, over a thin garment of Goat-skins, which ferves them 
for fhirts: The Coat which comes down to the calf ofthe _ 
leg, is ty'd about the waft with a leathern girdle, whichisfer 
out with fome little embroidery: But the Officersand Heads _ 
of Families wear over that a kind of {hort Cloak, which co-: 
versonly the back and the arms, though behind it falls down 
totheground: This Cloak is faften’d with {trong leathern 
points, which make it faft under the neck, and lyeclofeto the 
fhoulders: The womens garments are of the fame fafhion with 
thofe of the men, fave that thofe of the former come down to 
the ankles, and the Cloak hath two open places on the fides, 
through which they put forth their arms. oele ig denert 

To keep themfelves clear of Vermine, they often wath their 
bodies with the juice of a certain root, which 1s of as fweet.. 

a {cent as the Flower-de-luce of Florence, and hath this further - 
vertue, that it makes the nerves more fupple, and fortifiesand 
caufes a {moothnefs all over the body, and communicates an 
extraordinary delightful {cent thereto. _ 

The Cities of the three Provinces that are in the fpacious 
Plain, whichis at the foot of the Mountains, are encompafiled 
onthe outfide by a large and deep Moat, which on the infide, 

_inftead of wals,is all planted with great pofts pointed at the top, 
thruft a good depth into the ground; or fometimes with 
quick-fet hedges intermixt with very fharp thorns ; they are 
commonly about five or fix foot in bredth: The Gates are ~ 
{mall and narrow, andare made faf{t with little piecesof wood, 
which lie crofs between fmall ramperts of ,earth that — 
are on both fides, and which command the avenues: There are 
commonly but two Gates toevery City; to enter in at them, 
a man mult pafs over a bridge fo narrow, that two men cannot 
well march ona front upon it ; The Bridge is built upon piles, 
which fuftain certain planks, which they draw up inthe sight 
whenthey feartheleafttrouble. = 8 = —, | 

It isfeldom feen that there is above one City inevery Pro- — 
vince; nay there are fome that have not above eight ee 

: _ houfes 
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-houfes in them: The Metropolis of the Country, which is cal- 


led Melilot, hath above two thoufand ; they are all buile of 
pieces of wood planted into the ground and joined one to ano- 
ther: The covering is for the moft part of the leaves of reeds, 
grafs, or rufhes : Thofe of the Captains are done over with a 
certain Maftick, which keeps off the rain, and preferves the 
thatch from decaying in many years: The floors of all the 
houfes is of the fame material, whereto they add a certaingol- 
den fand whichthey get out of the neighbouring Mountains, 
and which gives fuch a luftre as if they were fown with little 


- f{pangles of Gold. 


The Rooms of the ordinary fort of people are hung only 


' with a kind of Mat, made of Plantane-leaves and ruthes, 


which they have the;art of dying into feveral colours 5 
thofe of perforis confiderable among them, are hung with pre- 
cious Furs; or Deer-skins painted with divers figures, or with 


~ akind of Tapiftry made of Birds-feathers, which they fo in- 


duftrioufly intermingle, that it feems to be embroidered: Their 
Beds are about a foot and a half fromthe ground, and are co- 
verd with skinsthat aredrefs'd; and as foft as can be with’d : 
Thefe skins are commonly painted with Flowers, Fruits, and a 
hundred fuch inventions, andtheir colours are fo well fet on 
and fo lively, that-at a diftance one would take them for rich 
Tapiftry:The wealthier fort in the winter time have their beds 
covered with the skins of Martins, Beavers, or white Foxes, 
which are fo well drefs’d, and perfum’d with fuch artifice, that 
they never admit any thing of ordure: The Officers and all 
the moft confiderable Inhabitants lie on Matttefles fill’d with a 
certain down that growsonalittle plant, and is as foft as filk 5 
but the common people take their reft on dry’d fern,which hath 


the property of taking away the wearinefs of the body, and 


retriving the forces exhaufted by hunting, gardening, and all 


the other painful exercifes confequent to their courfe of 


life. : | 

. The Veflels they ufe in their houfes are either of wood or 
earth, enamel’d with divers colours, and very delightfully 
painted : They fharpen upon ftones the teeth of feveral wild 


_ beafts, and therewith arm their Arrows and Lances: Before 


ftrangers came among them and traded in their Country, they 
knew not there was fucha thing asIron; but they made ufe 
of extraordinary hard and fharp {tones inftead of wedges, and 
certain {mooth and cutting bones, inftead of knives. 

They all live very amicably together under the conduct of 2 
King, who keeps his Court at Aelilot, the Metropolis of the 
Kingdome: In every City there is a Governour, and other 
fubordinate Officers, who areappointed by him, and chang‘d 
at his pleafure, as he thinks moft convenient : The Villages 
alfo have Captains and heads of Families, by whom they are 

Hh governed, 


& 
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people, and excepting only their houfes, and the little gardens 


belonging to them, they have no propriety in anything: they 


carry on the bufinefs of Agriculture in common,and they fhare 
the fruits of the earth among themfelves : At fowing-time the 
Governors and their Officers overfee the works and at that 
time all thofe who are of age to doany thing abroad, go out ‘bes 
times in the morning to their work, and continue there till 
the evening, ar which time they return to theirTowns and 


Villages to take their reft: While they are at work, it is the 


bufinefs of their Chiefs to provide them fomewhat extraordi- 
nary in meat and drink :' They difpofe. their Harveft into the 
publick Granaries, which are in the midft of their‘Towns and 
Villages; and at every full Moon, and at every new Moon, 
thofe who are entrufted with the diftribution thereof, fupph 
every Family, according to the number of perfons whereof it 
confifts, with as much as will fuffice. tg 

They are a temperate people,and hate all kind of voluptu- 
oufnefs, and whatever tends to effeminacy : And though Vines 
grow naturally in their Country, yet do they not make any 
wine but what is requifite for the divine fervice> Fair water 


is their ordinary drink, but at great entertainments, they make 


ufe of a pleafant kind of Beer, which is made of Tarkey wheat: 
They alfo have the art of making an excellent kind of Hydro- 
mel, or Mead, which they keep in great earthen vefiels: The 
great abundance of honey which they find among the Rocks, 
and in the clefts of hollow trees, fupplies them with that 
whereof they make that delicious drink, which is fuch as may 
well pafs for Sack, efpecially after ic hath been kept a long 
time. a 

Thofe of the fame Family live fo lovingly together, that 
thereare among them fome houfés where an old man hath his 
children, and his children’s children, tothe third, nay fome- 
times to the fourth generation, all living under the fame roof, 
to the number of a hundred perfons, and fometimes more. 


Moft of the other Nations of the Septentrional part of dme- — 
rica who inhabit along the Sea-coaft, are fo flothful, that in — 


the winter time they are in great want, becaufe they had not 
fownany thing when the time ferved, or had confumed the 
fruits of the precedent harveft in extraordinary entertain- 
ments and debauches : But the Apalachites hate nothing fo much 
as idlenefs, and they are fo addicted to. pains-taking, that the 
fruits of the earth, being anfwerable to their labour, and be- 
Ing diftributed with prudence and moderation, maintain them 
plentifully, nay fo that they can, in cafe of neceffity, affift their 
Neighbours the Inhabitants of the Mountains: Both men and 


womenare perpetually employ’d, after feed-time and harveft, 
infpinning of Cotton, Wooll, anda certain Herb, which is foft 


and. 
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and ftrony, for the making of cloth, and feveral ordinary forts 
of ‘ftufis, wherewith they cover themfelves: Some among thetn 
employ themfelves in making of earthen ware; others in ma- 
ding Tapiftry of the plumage of Birds; others, in making of 
Baskets,Panniers,and other little pieces of houfhold-{tuff, which 
they do with a ftrange induftry. : net! oF, oriscie 
‘They are ofa very loving and obliging difpofition: And 
whereas their diftance from the Sea exempts them from being 
fabject to.receivé any difpleafure from. Strangers, they are in 
. -like-manner ignorant what entertainments to make them,when 
they chance to-vifit them; and are never weary of exprefling 
all:manner of ‘friendfhip towardsthem: They are docible and 
__fafceptible of all forts of good difciplines ; but they have this 
-difcommendable inthem, that they are very obf{tinate in their 
opinions, eafily:angred, and much addicted to revenge, when 
they are convinc'd that they have been injur'd: They. are ex: 
treamly apt togive credit totheir dreams, and they have fome 
old'dotardsamong them, who openly make it their bufinefs to 
gar them,.and foretell what things fhall happen after 
CREM OStrinuy Wavste | .ftiWwe sir to anlt + 
~Ehey have-had along continuance of peace; however they 
think it prudence to ftand always upon their guard, and they 
have always Sentinels at the avenues of their Cities, to prevent ~ 
the incurfions of a.certaim favage and extreamly cruel people; 
which hath: no fetled habitation, but wander up and down 
the: Provinces: with an incredible {wiftnefs; making havock 
a cone cescialiy where they find no refi- 
afins.2: oiisilWw nwo aii fose 5 os ay . 
. The Arms: of'the: Apalachites ‘ave, the Bow, the Club, the 
Sling and a kindof great Javelin, which they dart out of their 
hands, when they have fpent all their Arrows: And wheréas 
thofe that inhabit towards the woods and in the Mountains, 
live onlyiby.hunting; continual exercife makes them fo expert 
_ an fhooting withthe Bow, that the King, who alwaies hatha 
_ Company of them about his perfon, hath no greater diverfion 
‘tian to fee them fhoot at a mark for fome prize, which he gives 
him who iia feweft {hots came to the place affign’d, or hath 
fhot downa Crown fet up upon the top of a Tree. 0? 
‘Lhéy are paffionate lovers of Mufick, and>all inftruments 
that makeiany:kind of harmony,infomuch that there’s very few 
-amang them but can play on the Flute, and a kindof Hawboy, 
which being ‘of feveral bignefs, make a paflably-good harmo- 
ny; and render a found that; is very melodious: They are migh- 
tily given-to dancing, caperingjand making a thoufand_poftures, 
whereby they are of opinion they disburthen themfelves of all 
their bad himours, and that they acquire a great activity and 
fupplenefs of body, and a. wonderful fwiftnefs: in running. 
They heretofore celebrated folemn dances'at theiend of every 
5035 Hh 2 harvett, 
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harveft, and after they had made their Offerings tothe Sun — 


upon the Mountain of Olaimi 5 but now they have no fet and 
appointed time for thefe divertifements. iy 
Their voice is naturally good, mild, flexible, and pleafant 5 
whence it comesthat many among them make it their endea- 
vour to imitate the finging and chirping of Birds; wherein 
they are for the moft part fo fortunate, that like fo many Or- 
pheus’s they entice out of the woods to follow them, thofe 
Birds whichthink they hear only thofe of their own {pecies: 
They doalfo by finging alleviate the hard labour they are ad- 
dicted unto, and yet what they do, feems to be done rather 
out of divertifement, and to avoid idlenefs, than out of any 
confideration of advantage that they make thereof. 


Their Language is very fmooth, and very plentiful in com. } 


parifons : That {poken by the Captains and all perfons of 
quality,is more elegant and fuller of flourifhes than that of the 
common fort of people: Their expreffions are very precife, 


and their periods fhort enough: Whilethey are yet children, — 


they learn feveral fongs, made by the Fzexas in honour and 
commendation of the Sun; they are alfo acquainted with fe- 
veral othet little pieces of Poetry, wherein they have com- 
prehended the moft memorable exploits of their Kings, out of 
a defign Jo perpetuate the memory thereof among them, and 
the more eafily tranfmit it to their pofterity. 

Allthe Provinces which acknowledge the King of Apala- 
cha for their Sovereign, underftand the Page commonly 
{poken in his Court ; yet does not this hinder 


that the language of fome, is in fome things different from that 
of others of the Inhabitants: The Provinces of Avana and 
Matica, inwhich there are to this day many Caribbian Fami- 
lies, have retained to this prefent many words of the ancient 
idiome of thefe people, which confirms what we have laid 
down for a certain aflertion, to wit, that being known by the 
fame name, and having many expreffions common to them with 
the Inhabitants of the €aribby-Ilands, thofe Families havealfo 
the fame origine with them, as we have reprefented in the pre- 
cedent chapter. ; 
They heretofore adored the Sun, and had. their Priefts, 
whom they called aouas, who were very fuperftitiousin ren- 

dring to him the fervice which they had invented in honowr-o 
him: their perfwafion was, that the raies of the Sun gave life 
to all things; that they dried up the earth; and that once the 
Sun having continued four and twenty hours under an eclipfe, 
the earth had been overflown; and that the great Lake which 
they call Theomi, was rais'das high as the tops of the higheft 
Mountains that encompafs it ; but that the Sun having reco- 
vered the eclipfe, had, by his prefence, forc’d the waters to 
: return 


ut that each 
of them hath a particular dialect of its own, whence it comes — 
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return into their abyfles 5 that only the Mountain dedicated 
to his honour, and wherein his Temple was, was preferv’d 
from that deluge; and that their Predeceffors, and all the 
beafts which are at prefent in the woodsand upon the earth, 
having retir'dto the faid Mountain, were preferv’d for the 
repopulation and recruit of the whole earth: So that they 
conceive themfelves to be the moft ancient people of the 
world; And they affirm, that from that time they have ac- 
~ kaewledg’d the Sun for their God. 

They were of opinion, that the Sun had built himfelf the 
Temple which is in the Mountain of @laim?, the afcent where- 
of is diftant from the City of Aéelilot fomewhat lef$ than 2 
league 5 and that the Towatzuli (which are certain little birds 
about the bignefs of a Quail, and whofe bellies and wings are 
of a bright yellow, the back of a sky-colour, and the head of 
a plumage, partly red, and partly white) are the meflen- 
gers and children of the Sun, which alwaies celebrate his 
praifes. 

The fervice they rendred the Sun confifted in faluting him 
at hisrifing, and finging hymns in honour of him: They ob- 
ferved the fame Ceremonies alfo in the evening, entreating 
him to return,and to bring the day along with him: And be- 
fides this daily fervice which every one performed at the door 
of his houfe, they had alfo another publick and folemn fervice, 
which confifted in facrifices and offerings, and was perform’d by 
the Jaouzs, four times in the year, to wit, at the two feed-times, 
and after the two harvefts, upon the Mountain of Olaimi, with 
great pomp, and a general concourfe of all the Inhabitants of 
the fix Provinces. | 

This Mountain of Olaimi is feated, as we {aid before, in the 
Province of Bemarin, about a league diftant from the Royal 
City of Melilot;, but there is about another league of afcent 
and: winding from the foot of it, ere aman can get to the top 
of it: Itiscertainly one of the moft pleafant and moft mira- 
* eulous Mountains in the world: Its figure is perfectly round, 

andthe natural defcent extream fteepy 3 but to facilitate the 

accefs thereof to fuch as are to go up, they have cut a goo 

broad way.all about it, and there are here and there feveral 
refting places gain’d out of the Rock, like fo many neeches: All 
the circumference of it, from the foot to within two hundred 
paces of the top, is naturally planted with goodly trees of 

Saxafras; Cedar, and Cyprefs, and feveral others from which 

there iffue Rofizs, and Aromatick gums, of a very delightful 

feent : Onthe top of it there isa fpacious plain, fmooth and 

_ eavenall over, and fomewhat better than a league in compafs; 
it is covered with a delightful green livery of a fhort and {mall 
grafs, which is intermixt with Thyme, Marjoram, and other 
{weet {melling herbs: And it was upon the top of this Moun- 
tain, 
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tain, and upon this pleafant verdure that the people ftood, 
whilethe Priefts of the Sun performed the divine fervice. 

The place which ferv’d them for a Temple, is a large and 
{pacious Grott, or Cave, which is naturally cut in the Rock, 
on the Eaft-fide of the Mountain: It hath a vaft and large 
mouth, as the entrance of a magnificent Temple: As foon as 
the Sun is rifen, he darts his rays on that entrance; which hath 
before it a fair and {pacious {quare place,which a’man would fay 
were made by art inthe Rock: And there itis that the Faouas, 
the Priefts of the Sun,ftay expecting his rifing to begin their or- 
dinary Ceremonies on Feftival days. This Cave within is 
oval, two hundred foot in length, and’ proportionably broad : 
The Vault, which is naturally cyt in the Rock, rifes up circu- 
larly from the ground to about a hundred foot high: There is 
juft in the-midft of it a great hole, or Lanthorn, which en- 


lightens it from the top of the Mountain: This Lanthorn is 


encompafs’d with great ftones, laid clofe together to prevent _ 
peoples falling in: The Vault on the infide is perfectly white, 

and the furface cover'd with a certain Sal¢-peter, whicha man 
might take for white Coral diverfy’d into feveral different 
figures; the whole compais of it is of the fame luftre: The 
floor of it is alfoextreamly eaven and {mooth, asif it were all 
of one piece of marble. In fine, the greateft ornament of this 


~ Temple confiftsin its perfect whitenefs: At the bottom of it 


there is a great Bafin or Ciftern, juft over againft the entrance, 
which is full of a very clear water,which perpetually diftilling 
out-of theRock, is receiv’d intothat place. <Juft in the mid=. 
dle of this Temple, directly under ‘the Lanthorn which.en- 
lightens it, there is a great Altar all of one ftone,\of a round 
figure, three foot in height from the floor, and:fuftain’d by a. 
fhort pillar, which Altar and the Pedeftal feenr:to have been 
cut out of the place where it ftands, that being.inall probabi- 
lity apiece of a Rock which jutted out upon the floor of; that 
miraculous Cave. > iAtySD : oh 
-The Sacrifices which the Faozas offered to the Sun,confifted — 
not in the effufion of mansblood,or that of forné:certain beattss 
for they were of a per{wafion, that the Sun, giving life to as 
things, would. not be pleas’d with a fervice that fhould deprive 
thofe creatures of the life which he had beftow'd on thems 
but the Sacrifice confifted only in Songs, whichthey had com- 
pos'd in honour of him, asalfo inthe perfumes of certain aro- 
matical drugs, which they appointed to be burnt.on his Altar, 
and in the offerings of garments,. which the.rich sprefented by 
the hands of the Priefts,-to be afterwards diftributed among. 
the.peorer:fort. of people.sso7 sndvamst bar ovo eS 
All this Ceremony, which was performed four: timesavyear, 
lafted from Sun-rifing till noon, .at which timethe Afflembly 
was difmifs'd «~The Priclts went:up to the Mountain on the 
Eve 


Eve of every Feftival, to prepare themfelves for that folémn 
Action; and the people, which came thither from all the Pro: 
_ vinces, were there prefent fome time before Sun-rifing. The 
way which led up to the Mountain was enlightned by great 
Fires, which were kept in all that Night, for the convenience 
of thofe who went thither toadore. All the people remain’d 
without upon the Mountain, and none but the Priefts durft 
come neer the Grot, which ferv’d them for a Temple. Thofe 
who-brought any Garments to be diftributed: to the. poor; 
prefented them to the Priefts who ftood at the entrance, and 
they hung them on the Poles which were on both fides of the 
Portal, where they remained till after the Service, and then 
they were diftributed among the poor, as were alfothe other 
prefents which the rich offered, and which were in like manner 
kept till the fame time: Thofe alfo who breught Perfumes to 
burnon the Altar,deliver'd their prefents to the Priefts. | 

As {oon as the Sun began to appear, the Priefts who ftood be- 
fore the Temple began their Songs and Hymns, adoring him 
feveral times on their knees; then they went one after another 
to caft the Incenfe and Perfume which they had in their hands 
upon the Fire, which they had before kindled onthe Altar, as 
_ alfo upon a great Stone which ftood before the entrance of the 
Grot: This Ceremony being ended, the chiefeft of the Priefts 
powr'd fome Honey into a hollow Stone, made fomwhat like 
thofe Stones wherein the Holy-water ftands in fome places; 
which Stone {tood alfo before this Temple 5 and into another, 
which wasof thefame figure and the fame matter, he put fome 
corns of Turkey-wheat a little bruis’d, and deftitute of their 
outward Shell, as alfo fome other fimall grains, which the 
Birds confecrated to the Sun, called the Toxatzuli, do. greedily 
feed upon: Thefe Birds, whereof there are great numbers in 
the Woods which lie round about this Mountain, were fo ac- 
cuftomed to find thefe Treatments which were prepar’d for 
them in that place, that they fail’d not to come there in great 
companies asfoon as the Affembly was retird. 

While the Priefts continu’d burning the perfume, and cele- 
bratine the praifes of the Sun, the People who were upon the 
Mountain having made feveral bowings at the rifing of the Sun; 
entertain’d themfelves afterwards in fome kinds of recreation, 
dances, and fongs, which they fung in honour of him; and af- 


_ terwards fitting down on the grafs, every one fell to what he 


had brought along with him for his Viaticum. 
_ Thusthey continu’d there till noon; but when it came neer 
that time, the Priefts, quitting the gate of the Temple, went 
into the body of it, and difpofing themfelves about the Altar, 
which f{tood in the midft, they began to fing afrefh: Then as 
-foon as the Sun began to caft his golden beams on the border 


_. Of the opening or Lanthorn, under which the Altar was oe 
: Mead ; Cer 
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their Perfumes, they all retir’d to the entrance of the Temple; 
before the Gate, excepting only fix, who remain’d neer the Al- 


tars; and while thofe who ftood at the entrance lift up their 


Voices more then ordinary, the others who remain‘dat the Al- 
tar let go out of their hands, at the fametime, every one fix of 
the Tovatzulz,which they had brought thither,and kept in Cages 
for that purpofe: =Thete Birds having flown about the Temple, 
and finding the entrance poffefled by the Priefts; who were at 
the Gate with Boughs in their hands, and frighted thent with 
their Voices, took their flight out at the open place inthe 
‘midft of the Temple; andafter they had flown about a while, 
the Affembly which was upon the Mountain entertain’d them 
with loudcries of rejoycing, as accounting them to have puta 
period to the Ceremony,and looking on them as the Children 


and Meffengers of the Sun, they immediately got into the. 


Woods. | | | 

As foon as thefe Birds were gone the people match'd down 
in order fromthe Mountain, and pafling neer the Temple, the 
Priefts, who were ftill in their Office,caus'd them to enter into 
it; and after they had wafhed their hands and their faces in 
the Fountain, they ordcr’d them to go out at the fameen- 
trance, which was divided by a {mall partition, purpofely 
made there to prevent confufion and diforder: Then at their 
coming out they took another way, which led them into the 
Road that conducted to the Mountain, and was the fame by 
which they had afcended 5 and fo every one made towards his 
own home. 7 | : 


The poor, whereof the Priefts had a Catalogue, ftaid till 


all the reft were gone, and receiv'd from their hands the Gar- 
ments, and all the other Prefents which the rich had madeto 
the Sun, to be diftributed among them; which done, all left 
the Mountain, and there was an end of the Ceremony. 

But now, fince the greateft and moft confiderable part of 
the people who are Inhabitants of the Provinces of Bemarin 
and Méatica, and particularly the King and City of Aéelilot, 
have embraced the Chriftian Religion, this Mountain and its 
Temple are not much frequented, unlefs it be out of curiofity : 


Lhe Fiftory of ~~ Boow II. © 
éted, they put Incenfe and other perfumes upon the fire which 


they had kindled the night before, and very carefully kept in 
upon that Altar : Having ended their Songs, and confumdall 


Nor does the King permit his Subjects of the other Provinces, _ 


who have not receiv’d Baptifm, to go up thither to perform — 


their Sacrifices and all their ancient Superftitions. 

They believ’d the immortality of the Soul ; but they had 
fo difguis'd this Truth with Fables, that it was in a manner 
{mother'd thereby. They embalm’d the bodies of their de- 
ceafed Relations with feveral forts of Gums and Aromatical 
Drugs, whichhad the virtue of preferving them from corrup- 

s , tion ; 


& 


- 
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tion 5 andafter they had kept them fometimes abdvbayeabitl 
their houfes, they buried them in their Gardens, orin the: 
neighbouring Forefts, with great lamentations and. ceremo- 
nies. They fhew to this day at the foot of the pleafant Mown- 
- tain of Olaim7, the Sepulchres of feveral of their Kings, which’ 
are cut in the Rocks thete is planted before every one of 
_ thema fair Cedar, for the better obfervation of the place, and. 

more exact.continuance of their memories. 

‘Yo make a’ greater expreflion of their mourning, and to. 
fhew' how much they bewail’d the death of their Friends and’ 
Kinred, they cut off fome part of their hair; but when any 
King died they fhav’d the whole head, and fuffer’d not their 
hair to grow again, till they had bewail'd him for the {pace of 

. fifteen months. 2s | \ 

»'The Knowledge which the 4palachites have of God, they 

‘have attain'dto by feveral degrees: For, to go to the bottom 
of the bufinefS, it is about an Age fince that the firft Seeds of. 
Chriftian Religion were: fown in that part of Florida, by a 
French Colony confifting of feveral Perfons of Quality, which: 
was’ brought thither and eftablifh’d there by one Captain R:- 
bauld,inthe time of Charles the Ninth King of Fraace : The firft 
thing he did wasto build a Fort, which he named Carolina, in 
honour of His Chriftian Majefty : He impos'd alfo on the Capes, 
Porrs,and Rivers of that Country, the names they are at the 
prefent- known by ; fo that along the Coaft a man finds a place 
called'the Port Royal,the French Cape,the Rivers of Sexe, Loyre, 
Charante,Garonne, Daufins, May; Somme, and {everal other pla- 
ces, which have abfolute Frezch names, and confequently are 
amanifeft argument that the faid Nation have heretofore had’ 
fome command there. rifs 
~ Bue what is*more worthy obfervation, and conduces more 
to our purpofe, is, that at this firft Expedition for Florida, there. 
went along with the Adventurers two Learned and Religious 
Perfons, who immediately upon their arrival in the Country 
made it their bufinefs, by all forts of good offices, to infinuate 
themfel ves into. the affections of the Inhabitants, and to learn 
their Language, that fo they might give them fome knowledge 
of God, and the facredmyfteries of his Gofpel. . The Memo- 
rialsewhich Captain Ribauld \eft behind him as tothat particu- 
Jar$i thew how that the King Satariova, who govern’d the 
Quarter where the Fresch had eftablifh’d themfelves, and who 
' had for» Vaflals to him feveral ‘little Kings and Princes who 
were his Neighbours; :receiv’d thofe: Preachers very kindly, 

and'recommended it to all his Subjects, that they fhould have a 

fingular efteem for them 5 fo thatthe affection thofe poor peo- 

ple bore them, and the‘fidelity and zeal the others exprefs'd for 
the advancement of their Converfion, rais'd even then very 
gtedt’ hopes:that the work of theLord would profper in their 

bi li hands, 
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hands, and that that little portion of his Vineyard being care- 
fully drefs'd, wouldintime bring forth many good and preci- 
ous fruits, tothe praife of his grace, | | : 

Thefe happy beginnings and firft-fruits of the Gofpel of our 
Saviour Jefzs, were afterwards augmented and advanc’d by the 
caresof Montieur the Admiral de Coligny, who gave a Com- 
miflion to one de Laudoniere, to carry over thither a confide- 
rable fupply of Soldiers and all forts of Tradefmen, which ar- 
riv’d in the year One thonfand five hundred fixty and four : 
But. thefe aft Adventurers had hardly taken the air in the 
Country after their arrival thither, ere the Spaniard, who ima- 
gines that all Americabelongs to him, and who hath ever been 
jealous of the Frezch Nation, made his advantage of the dif- 


orders which were then in that Country, to traverfe the gene- . 


rous defigns of the Directors of that hopeful Colony, and 


{mother it as’twere in the Cradle: To that purpofe he fent ° 


thither Peter Melandez with fix great thips full of men and am- 
munition, who fell upon it on the nineteenth of September, 
MD LXV. ich aagaes 
-.Monfieur de Landoniere and Captain Ribaxld, who had not 
Jong before brought the Colony a fmall recruit of men, con- 
fidering that it would be madnefs to think to oppofe fuch a 


powerful force, refolv’d, with. the advice of moft of the Offi- 


cers, to capitulate and deliver up the place tothe ftronger 
party, upon fuch honourable conditions as people befieg’d 
are wont todemand. Peter Adelandez grantedithem moft of 
the Articles they had propos'd ; but affoon as he: was got.into 
the Fort, and had fecur’d the Guards, he, broke the promife 
he had made them, and violating the Law of Nations, he cru- 
elly maflacred not only the Soldiery, but alfo all the women 
and children, whom he found within the place, and: who could 
not make their efcape by flight. | jae 
% Captain Ribauld fell in the Maffacre; but de Landoniere 
made a fhift to efcape, through the Fenns, to the fhips;newly 
come from France, which by good fortune were {till inthe 
Road: Some others of the Inhabitants, who, upon the firft 
arrival of the Spaniards, had forefeen the danger likely to 
fall uponthem, got intime into the woods, and in the night 
time came tothe Village of their good friend Saturiova, who, 
hating the Spanéard, gave them protection, and fupply’d them’ 
With provifions for a competent fubfiftance, tll the year. 
MD LXVII. when Gaptain de Gorgues, coming to Florida with 
three ftout fhips full of refolute men and all forts of Ammu-’ 
nition, feverely punifhed the cruelty of the Spaniards, and. 
being aflifted by Saturiova, and all his Neighbours and Allies, 
he reveng’d the publick injuries of the Frezch, putting to the 
{word allthe Spaxiards he met with, not only inthe Fort of 
Carolina; which they had repair'd and fortified after their ufur~ 
i pation | 
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pation of it, but alfothofe he found in.two other Forts which, 


they had built along the Coaft, which he burnt and demolith'd, 
asmay be feen in the xii..\Chapter of thefourth Book of the 
Defcription of the Weff- Indies, writ by Fohu de Laet. 
yoThe: Memorials: which Captain de Gorgues caufed to be 
printed, ‘giving an account of his Expedition into Florida, telh 
us ofa certain Frevch-man named Peter du Bre, who having 
madevhis efcape to King Saturiova, to avoid the cruelty of the 
Spaniards, relatedto him, that there efcaped of that Mafla- 
cre but tenmen, of which number he was one;) that they. alk 
met with'a fafe retreat in’ the territories of the faid Priace, 
who liv'd net far from their defolated Colony 5 that:thiree of 
the efcaped-perfons) dy’d there fome months after that defeat 5 
thatof the feven. remaining, there were fix were fo charm'd 
withthe advantageous:relation which the fubjects of Saturiova 
made to them daily: ‘of: the Treafures of King Adayra, of ithe 
powerfulnefs of another’ whofe name was Ol/aca, who-com- 
manded forty Princes and-of.the generofity and prudent 
conduéof the King! of Apalacha, who govern’d many fair and 
darge Provitices {eated'at the ‘foot of the Mountains, and 
reaching>into feveral delightful Vales which they encom- 
pats; that they. importun’d Saturiova, who had entertain’d 
them‘fo kindly, that: he would be pleas d to allow them guides, 
aoconducd them to the Frontiers of the Kingdom of the laft 
_ gamed sof whom they had heard fo many miracles, and had 
particularly this recommendation; that he was a lover of 
Strangers; and that his Subjects were the moft civilly sovernd 
of all the. Septentrional part of Americas that Satuyicuva, wil- 
ling «to add that favour toall thofe they had receiv'd troa’ him 
befores:gavethem agood convoy, confifting of the moft yali- 
antof his'{ubjects, toconduct them with all fafety to al! hig 
Allies, and to the Dominions of the King of Apalacha, ii they 
«were defirous to vifit him. . 

-i The relation of the fuccefs of this Progrefs, which theic few 
French-menz undertook to fatisfie their curiofity, and to. make 


the beft ufethey could of this interval of their misfortuse, al- 


furesus, that after they had vifited Athorus,the Son of Sain- 
#viova,and moft of his Allies,, who had their Villages ail along 
a delightful River which in their Language they call se/ey, to 
avoid meeting any of the fubjects of Timagoa, who was then 
engagid)ina War againft Saturiova, there was a neceflity they 
fhould crofs Rivers upon boughs of trees faften'd together, 
climb up Mountains, and make their way through Fens and 
thick Forefts, wherethey met with feveral cruel beafts 5 that 
‘before they came within the Dominions of the. King of 4pala- 
cha, they were many times fet upon by Troops of Savages,who 
feout up and down among thofe vaft defarts.5, that two of their 
Guides were kill’d in thofe encounters, and,,moft of the reft 
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dangeroufly wounded ; that the fubjects of King Tiweagoa, ha~ 
ving obferv’d their march, had follow’d them for feveral days, 
and not being able to overtakethem, they laid ambuthes for 
them, thinking to have met with them in their return; that 
after they had run through abundance of dangers, and many. 
times'endur'd much hunger and thirft, they got at laft to the 
Province of Matica, which is under the jurifdi@ion of the 
King of Apalacha; thatthe Governor of the City of Akoveka, 
which is the Metroprolis of that Country, caus‘ them to be 
brought tothe King, who wasthen gone to vifit the Province 
of Amana; that that Prince entertain’d them with fo much 
kindnefs, and exprefs’d fo much friendfhip towards them, that 
they refolv'd to fend back their Guides into their Country,and 
to fetle themfelves amongft the Apalachites, fince they found 


_ them anfwerabletothe account they had received of them. ~ 


The remembrance of the dangers they had run through ere 
they could get into the Province of Matica ; the lively appre- 
henfionthey had of the difficulties which were unavoidable in 
their rettrn 3 the little hope there was that the Frexch would 
ever undertake the re-eftablifhment of their Colony; the 


My Uae and fertility of the Country into which divine 


rovidence had brought thems; and the good natures.of the 
Inhabitants, befides feveral other confiderations, prevail'd with 
them to refolve on that fetlement. But the Guides whom 
Saturiova had piven them, obftructed their refolution fo much,,. 
and {o earneftly remonftrated to them, that they durft not pre- 
fent themfelves before their Lord without them, that tocom- , 
pofe the difference, and prevent the reproach they were afraid 
of at their return into their own Country, they prevail’d fo far, 
that two of thofe Travellers fhould come back along with 
them to Saturiova, to teftifie their care and fidelity in the exe- 
cution of the Commiffion he had given them. lw 

The fame Relation adds further, that thofe four French-mex 
who voluntarily ftay’d among the Apalachites, being well in- 
ftructed in the ways of God, left them fome knowledge of his 
Sovereign Majefty : And the Englifh, who have fome years fince 
found the way into thofe Provinces, write, that the Inhabi- 
tants of the Province of Bemariz do ftill talk of thofe ftran-, 
gers, and it isfrom them that they have learnt feveral words 
of the French Language, fuch as are among others thofe that 
fignifie God, Heaven, Earth, Friend, the Sun, the Moon, Para- 
dife, Hell, Yea, No. Befides which there are many other words 
common among thofe people, and are us’d by them to exprefs 
the fame thing which they fignifie in French. ; 

After the death of all thefe Frezch-mex, who were very 
much lamented by all the <Apalachites , excepting only the 
Priefts of the Sun, who bore them an irreconcileable hatred, 
becaufe they turned the People from Idolatry, and inclined 


‘them 
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them to the knowledge of thetrue God who created theSun 
whonithey adored as God, the Provinces which are feated in 
the, Vales of the palachean Mountains, and had been en- 
lightned but by 4 very weak ray of cceleftial light, would ea- 
fily‘have returned to the darknefs of their ancient fuperftition, 
if God, by a remarkable difpofal of his Providence, had not 
fent to them fome Exg/i/h Families, which at their arrival thither 
blew up that little {park, which lay hid under the embers, into 
a weak flame. . fe na) 
«| Thefe Families came out of Virginia in the yeat M DC XXI. 
with:an intention to go to. New-England, to avoid the frequent 
incurfions and maflacres committed there by the Savages; but 
the-wind proving contrary to their defign, they were caft on 
the Coafts of Florida, whence they pafsd into the Province 
of Matica,and thence into thofe of Awana and Bemarin, and 
in'the laft they fetled themfelves, and have drawn thither a 
confiderable number of Ecclefiafticks and perfons of quality, 
who have there laid the foundations of a {mall Colony. Moft 
of thofe whoare retir’d into thofe places fo remote from al} 
éouimerce in the world,:undertook that generous defign, in 
themidft of the great revolutions which happen’d in Exgland 
during the late troubles, and the main bufinefs they propos'd 
to themfelves at that time, was only to make their advantage 
of fo feafonable a retreat, that they might the more ferioufly, 
and with le diftraction, mind the attainment of their own fal- 
vation, and dilate the limits of Chriftianity among thofe poor 
people, if God gave them the means. | | 

-. Weunderftand alfo by the laft papersthat have been fent us 
from America, that, God blefling the endeavours of the firft In- 
~ habitants of this {mall Colony, they have within thefe twelve 
or thirteen years baptiz’d moft of the Officers and the moft 
confiderable Heads of Families in the Provinces of Bewarix 
and Avana; That at the prefent,they have a Bifhop and many 
Jearned and zealous Ecclefiafticks among them, who carry on 
the work of the Lord; andthe more to advance it, they have 
built Colledges in all thofe places where there are Churches, 
that the Children of the Apalachites may be inftructed in the 
myfteries of Chriftian Religion and true piety. 

_The fame Papers add further, that though the King of Apa- 
lecha hath received Baptifm, and feems to have much affection 
for thefe Strangers, who have procur’d him that happinefs; 
yet hath he of late entertain’d fome jealoufie of them, out of 
an apprehenfion, as It was reprefented to him by fome of his 
Councel, that if he fuffer'd them to grow more numerous, they 
might in time become Matters of the Country : He thereupon 
in the firft place difpers’d them into feveral Cities, that they 
might not be able to make any confiderable body, or foment 
any factions; and afterwards, there was an order pafs'd, eat 
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ons, and participate of the fame priviledges with the Natives, 
provided they held no correfpondence with any abroad, 'to 
the prejudice of the publick tranquillity; but that: hencefor- 


ward no. other ftrangers fhall be permitted to make any fur- . 


ther eftablifhmentsthere. ' THO real 

Thofe who are acquainted with the Nature of the Country, 
affirm, that the King of the 4palachites hath no-juft caufe to 
fear that either the Evglifh or any other | {trangers fhould be 
guilty of any defign againft him, as to the maftering of his 
Country : For, befides the neceffity’ there is ‘of having a very 
powerful Army, ere any fuch enterprife can) be undertaken, 
and that the Ezgl/h who are eftablifh’d there, are no more 
amongft that great Nation, thana handful of fand on the'Sea- 
fide; this Country being fo remote-from all the reft of the 
world, and deftitute of Gold, Silver, precious: Stones, and in 
a manner all rich Commodities, whereby. Commerce is kept 
up and continu’d 5 it is moft certain, that it willnever be much 
fought after or envy'd by any European Nations, which»fend 
out Colonies only to thofe places, where there‘is hope of ma- 
king fome confiderable advantage by way of Trade... Where= 
to maybe added this further confideration, that, though thefe 
Provinces were poflefs’d of as great Treafures and Rarities,’ as 
they are deftitute thereof; yet lying at a great diftance from 
Sea-Ports, and having ‘nonavigable Rivers falling into it, by 
means whereof there might in time’ be fome correfpondence 
between them and other parts, there is no likelihood that 


there fhould be many perfons either in Exgland or any where 


elfe, who would be perfwaded to crofs over fo many Seas, to 
go.and end their days in a Country which is deftitute ofall 
thofe conveniences, and’ cannot receive thofe refrefhments 
which are brought out of E#rope, and ‘contribute much to the 
comfortable fubfiftance of alithe other Colonies of America ; 
and in a word, ‘a Country, which can give its Inhabitants no- 
thing but clothing andnourifhment.» ? its 
Some time after the Exglifh had eftablifh'd themfelves in this 


The Hiftory of . Bool : 


of his Country, might peaceably continue in their habitati- 


Country, as we have reprefented before, the Spaxiards(who | 


as it were keep the keys of one part of Florida, by means of 
the Forts they have built near the’ moft eminent Havens, and 
along the moft confiderable Rivers ) brought: in there a com- 
pany of religious men of the Order of the Minximes, whom 
Pope Urbaz the eighth had fent into the Septentrional America, 
in the quality of Apoftolical Miffionaries, and endow'd with 
moft ample priviledges, for their better encouragement in 
the carrying on of that work : They arriv’d in thofe Provinces 
in the year, One thoufand fix hundred forty and three 5 and’ 
fince that time they have taken theirprogre{s through moft of 
. the 
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_ the Villages thar lie about the great Lake, and upon the deféent 


of the Mountains which look towards the Country of the 


- Cofachites: It is reported, that they have baptized with great 


pomp the Paracouffis of the Province of Achalaca, atid a great 
number of bis Subjects, " i 

,,When thefe religious men return from their Miffions, they 
live in.a folitary, yet delightful place, which lies upon the 
defcent of a high Mountain, not above a quarter of a league 
diftant from the great Lake, and about as much fromthe 
greateft, Village of the Province of Achalaca. Before a man 
comes to their habitation, he muft crofs through feveral fair 


_ Gardens, in the midft whereof there is a pleafant walk, plant- 


ed with, trees on both fides, which reaches to the skirt of the 
Mountain: And though they have feated themfelves on an 
eminent place, yet they have many {prings, which, falling down 
from the upper part of the Mountains, are receiv'd into great 
Cifterns and great Ponds, where they have abundance of 
good Fith: The Lord of the Country vifits them often, and 

ath a great refpect for them; for the moft part, he hath fome 


one of them about his perfon, who ferves him as a Chap- - 


« Inthe year One thoufand fix hundred fifty and three, in 
which Mr. Brigitock, that moft inquilitive Engl Gentleman, 
from whom we have receiv'd all the account we have given of 
the 4palachites, .arriv'd in: that Province of Achalaca, the fore- 
mention d Religious men entertain’d him very kindly, and 
did him all the good offices lay in their power : From them it 
was, that, during his aboad in the Country, he learnt all the 
particulars we are now going to defcribe, and which he hath 
liberally communicated.tous.. “a 


‘They fhow’d himan admirable Flower, which grows abun- | 


dantly in the Mountains of thofe parts: The figure of this 

‘lower is much, like that of a Bell, and there are as many co- 
lours obfervable in it as in the Rain-bow; the under leaves, 
which being fally blewn, are much larger than thofe of out 
greateft. Rofes, are charged with a great many other leaves, 
which appear {till Jefs and lefs to the lower part or bottom of 


the Bell: Out of the midft of them there rifes a little button, 


like.a, heart, which is of a:very delicioustafte: The Plant hath 
a little bufhinefs at the top, much like Sage: The leaves and 
the flower {mel] like a Violet: It is alfo akind of fenfitive 
Plant, for it cannot be touch’d, either in its leaves or flower,but 
it immediately withers. | 

-, Fhefe Religious men carryed the faid Exglifh Gentleman to 
a Village of the Izdiazs, who inhabit in the Mountains, where 
there is a miraculous Grott or Cave, wherein the waters haye 
fafhion’d all che moft delightful rarities, that aman can defire 
froma divertifment. of that kind: They fhew’d-him Pac 
“orf arly 
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vince of Achalaca, fome Rock-Chriftal, and certain red and: 
bright ftones, which have fuch a luftre asthat they might pafs 
for right Rubies: “Tis poflible there may be fome Copper- 
mines in thofe parts; but they are not yet difcovered, onl 
what confirms this opinion is, that they find a kind of golden 
fand there, which is wafh’d down by the torrents, and hath a 
wonderful luftre : Mr. Brigffock having given of it to fome 
Goldf{miths to make ateft thereof, it wasina manner quite con- 
fum’d by thefire, and the little that remained in the Crucible 
might well pafs for very fine Copper. q 
_ Thefe fame Religious men fhew'd the faid Gentleman, as 
they pafs’d through the woods, feveral forts of trees which 
yielded Gums of excellent fcent, as alfo many other Rarities, 
a ‘particular account whereof would require a confiderable Vo- 
lume: But above all, they fhow’d him the tree, whereof the 
Floridians make that excellent drink which they call €efiza, 
the defcription whereof may be feen in the Hiftory of de Laet. 
It is abfolutely conformableto the Relation of Mr. Brigftock. 
~” Before the Inhabitants of Achalacha were converted to Chri- 
ftianity, they took feveral‘Wives; but now their Marriages 
are regulated, and they content themfelves only with one = 
They interr’d their Lords as the Apalachites do, in the Caves 
that are at the foot of the Mountains :‘ then they‘made up: the 
entrance thereof with a ftone-wall?! they hung before the - 
Cave the moft confiderable Veffels‘ which thofe Princes had — 
made ufe of at their Tables: And all'the Captains faften'd 
all about the place, their Bows, Arrows,and Clubs, and moura- 
éd for feveral days at the Sepulchre : They worfhipped the 
Sun, and held the immortality of ‘the Soul as’ well as their - 
Neighbours: ‘They believ’d alfo ‘that fuch as had liv’d well, 
and ferv'd the Sun as they ought, and made many prefents to 
the poor, inhonour of him, were hapyy, and that after death 
they were chang’dinto Stars : Buton'the contrary, that*thofe 
who had led a wicked Jife, were carried into the’ précipices of 
_ the high Mountains; whereby they were furrounded,andtheré _ 
endur’d extream want and mifery, amongft the Lions, Tygers, 
fee other beafts of prey, which hunt after their fuftenance 
therein. oe wii’. Sc 


? The Inhabitants of this Countty are all long-liv’d, infomuch 
that theré‘are many among them; both men’and women; who 
are neer two hundred years of age.?!\ °° 70” sag 
~- This curious digreffion we receiv'd from the forementioned 
Englifo’Gentleman, Mr. Brigiock "and we’ have baat: 

: ere 


large an account. 


here, out of a prefumption that it will not be undelightful to 
thofe, who fhall make ir their divertifement to read this Hifto- 
ry; at leaft while we are yet in expectation that that excellent 
perfon will give us a perfect accompt of the ftate of the Apala- 
chites, and {ome others of the Neighbouring Nations, as he 
puts us in hope that he will. 


CHAP. IX. 
_ Of the Bodies of the Caribbians, and their Ornaments. 


E are now to re-affume our former difcourfe, and re- 
turn from Florida to the Caribby-Iflands, to confider 
there, with all the exactnefs imaginable, what concerns thofe 
Inhabitants thereof on whom we intend to beftow the remain- 
ing part of this Hiftory, and particularly what relates to their 
Bodies, Minds, Difpofitions, Manners, Religion, Cuftoms, and 
other remarkable occurrences concerning the favage Carzbbi- 
ans or Cannibals, of whofe origine we have already given fo 
And whereas fome of the Caribbians who inhabit in the fame 
Ilands wherein the French and other Exropean Nations have 
planted Colonies, or at leaft come often among them, accom- 
modate themfelves in many things to their manner-of life, and 
that they may bethe more kindly received by them, they quit 
many of their old Cuftoms ; thofe who are defirous to be ac- 
quainted with the ancient manners of the Caribbzans, are not to 
learn them of the Caribbians who live in Martinico, or thofe 
who converfe moft with the Evropeans; but from thofe of St. 
Vincent, who of all others have held leaft correfponidence with 
any Forreigners: Itis accordingly from them that we have re- 
ceiv'd what we fhall hereafter relate concerning the Caribbi- 
ans: But before we enter into the relation, we fhall make fome 
general obfervations, to prevent the aftonifhment which the 
Reader might conceive at the difference there is between the 
account we give of them,and what he may receive from others, 
either by word of mouth or writing. 

In the firft place, it isto be acknowledged a thing almoft im- 
poffible, that the Relations of Countries and Cuftoms at fo 
great a diftance from us, fhould agree in all things, efpecially 
fince we find that thofe of neighbouring Countries are for the 
mojt part differing among-themfelves. 

Secondly, it isto be obferved, that fince the Caribbians be- 
came familiar, and have converfed with forreign Nations, they 
have remitted much of their ancient Cuftoms,and quited ee 
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things which they practis'd before with an inviolable ftrictnefs : 
So that there may be feen in them now a remarkable change 
from what they were heretofore : That the cafe ftands thus 
with them now, is to be attributed partly to the converfation 
of the Exropeans, who in fome things have oblig’d them to 
abate fomewhat of their originary fimplicity , and in others 
have madethem worfe than they were, asto our own fhame we 


cannot but acknowledge: Hence it comes that Monfieur dz 


Montel tells us in his Relations, that two ancient Caribbians, 
confidering that degeneration of their Country-men, took oc- 
cafion to entertain him with a difcourfe to this purpofe : “ Our 
** people ar¢ become in a manner like yours, fince they came 
“to be acquainted with yous and wefind it fome difficulty to 
““ know our felves, fo different are we grown from what we 
“have been heretofore: It istothis alteration that our peo- 
“ple attribute the more frequent happening of Hurricaves than 
“* they were obferv'd tobe inthe days of old; and conclude 
** thence,that Adaboya(that is to fay,the evil fpirit hath reduc’d 
“us underithe power of theFrench,Englifh,Spanzards and others, 
** who have drivenus out of the beft partof our Country. 
Thirdly, it is poffible they may have different Cuftomis, 
according to the diverfity of the Iflands, though they all make _ 
up but one people; as may be obferved in the'diverfity of the 
Cuftoms of one and the fame Kingdom, according to the fe- 
veral Quarters and Provinces of it s’ Whence it may have pro- 
ceeded, for example, that thofe that have converfed moft at 
Domivico will give an account of the Opinions, Cuftoms, and ; 
Ceremonies of the Caribbians, much different from what fhall 
be related thereof by thofeperfons who fhall have frequented 
other places. and yet the Relations of either fide fhall be 
true. ibia ry} 44 i XC mi 
Fourthly, asinthe Continent of America, the Caribbians, 
who inhabit a good way within the Country, and confequent- 
ly feldom fee'any forreigners, retain much more of their anci- 
ent Cuftoms;and their old courfe of life,than thofé who living 
neer the Dutch Colonies: of Cayenua and Berbica, drive on an 
ordinary trade with the Chriftians 5 fo among ‘our Carébbians, 
the Inhabitants of the Mlands, thofe who converfe leaft with 
the Enropeansyfach as are thofe of St: Vincent's, are more ftrict 
obfervers of their ancient courfe‘of life, than are, for exam- 
ple, thofe of Martinico' or Dominico, who ate oftner feen 
among them...’ ve itTGUC eAGI3SE1244 ty ; 
| Fifthly, thence it proceeds that'thofe perfons who have feen 
them only in thefe laft mentioned ‘places, or have heard’ of 


them only from fuch as have been acquainted with them only — a 


in thofe placés,will haply find many things in the profecution of 
our Hiftory,which may clath with theRelations they had recei- 
ved:ofthem#romotherss hich if they do,they akenot 10 walt 
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_ der thereat, fince moft of our Obfervations relate to the Cas 
ribbians of St. Vincents. . 
Laftly, we defire our Readers to take this further adver- 
tifement, thatit iscur defign to give a defcription of the anci- 
ent Manners and Cuftoms of thefe Caribbians, to the endthat 
no body may think it ftrange, if their prefent demeanour be 
not in all things anfwerable thereto : Thefe advertifements be- 
ing thus premis'd, we proceed to give the Reader fatisfaction 
confequently to the title of this Chapter. | ? 
Mott of thofe people whom we call Barbarians and Savages, 
_ have fome thing hideous and deformed or defettive, either in 
their Countenances or fome other part of the body, as Hi- 
ftorians affirm of the Maldivefes, the Inhabitants about the 
Magellane fireights, and feveral others which we need not name 
here. : . 
But the Caribbians are ahandfome well-fhap’d people; well 
proportion’d in all parts of their bodies, gracefull enough, of 
a {miling countenance, middle ftature, having broad fhoulders, 
and large buttocks, and they are moft of them in good plight, 
and ftronger than the Frexch: Their mouths are not over large, 
and their teeth are perfectly white and clofe : Trueit is their 
complexion is naturally of an Olive-colour, and that colour 
fpreads even into the whites of their Eyes, which are black, 
fomewhat little like thofe of the Chinefes and Tartars, but very 
piercing: Their foreheads and nofes are flat, not naturally, 
but by artifice : For their mothers crufh them down at their 
birth, as alfo continually during the time they fuckle them, 
Imagining ita kind of beauty and perfection; for were it 
not for that, their nofes would be well fhap'd, and they would 
havehigh foreheads as wellas we: They have large and thick 
feet, becaufe they go barefoot, but they are withall fo hard, 
that they defie Woods and Rocks. aS Ys 
Among thofe of the Country a man cannot meet with any 
wanting either one or both eyes, lame, crook-back’d, or bald, 
or having any other deformity naturally 5 asis in like manner, 
affirmed of the Brafilians, the Floridians, and moft Nations of De Lery ¢.$. 
America; whereas thofe who have walked through Grand ee 
Cairorelate, That inthe Streets they have met with many one- ala ie 
eyed, and many ftark blind people 3 thofe infirmities being fo . 
frequent and fo ‘popular in that Country, that of ten perfons 
five or fix are fabje& thereto: But if any among the Caribbi- 
ans are thus deformed, or have loft, or are maimed in any limb, 
it hapned in fome Engagement againft their Enemies 5 and.fo. 
thoie {cars or deformities being fo many demontftrations of their 
-. Valour, they-glory in thems fo far are they from being in any 
. Manger of mifchief; or being caft into a furnace by their Coun-. 
try-men, as thofé poor Children were among the people of 
Guyana, andamong the Lacedemonians in the time of Lycurgus, 
: K ka who 
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whocame out of their Mothers wombs imperfect and deformed: 
Nay, there are fome handfom Maids and Women amongft the 
Savage Caribbians, witnels Madamoifelle de Rofselan, wife to the 
Governour of Saintaloufia. 

Trigaut.Hi?, Alithe Caribbians are black-hair'd, as the Chixefes are, who 
Chin.I.1.c.8. for that reafon are fometimes call’d the Black-hair'd People: 
The hair of the Carzbbians is not curl d or frizzled, as that of 
the Moors, but ftreight and long, as thofe of the Maldivefes 
And the Women attribute the higheft perfection of Beauty to 
this black colour, as to what concerns the hair. It is reported 
Garcilaffo, alfo, That the Indian Women of Perz are fo enamour’d of 
1. 8. 13+ black hair, that to make their own of that colour by artifice, 
when Nature doesit not, they are willing to endure incredible 
pains and torments: On the contrary, in Spai# many Ladies, 
to make their hair feem to be of a golden yellow colour, per- 
fume it with Sulphur, fteep it in Aqua-fortis, and expofe it’ to 
the Sun in the heat of the day, nay inthe very Dog-days: And 
in Italy the fame colour is much affected. HM ierphe 
The Caribbians are very careful in combing themfelves, and 
_ they think it commendable fe to do: They anoint. their hair 
with Oil, and have certain Receipts to advance the growth 
thereof: The Women commonly comb their Husbands and 
their Children > Both Men and Women tie up their hair to- 
- wards the hinder part of the head, winding it about fo as that 
it {tands up like a horn on the Crown; on both fides they leave | 
locks hanging down like fo many'Muftachioes , according to 
natural liberty. The Women part their hair fo as that it;falls 
down on both fides of their heads; but the men part theirs the ° 
quite contrary way, foas that one half falls down behind,) the 
other before, which obliges them to cut off the fore-part of it, 
otherwife it would fall down over their eyes: This they did 
heretofore with certain fharp Herbs, before they had thenfe 
of Sciflers ; not to mention, that they were alfoaccuftomed to _ 
cut off their hair when they were in mourning; whereas on the 
contrary, in Aadagafcar the Men never cut off their hair, but 
the Women fhave it clear off; a cuftom contrary to that of 
thofe people among whomS. Paz liv’d. ESI 07> aan 
The Caribbians {eem not to have’any Beards at all, but.as 
foonas they grow they pluck them off by the roots, asthe Bra- 
Carpin in filians, the Cumanefés, and certain Nations fubjett to the Em- 
Bergeron, pire of the Tartars do, who have always an iron inftroment in 
their hands, wherewith they pluck out the hair of their Beards 
as foon asthey come out: But the Caribbians are feldomfeen 
to put themfelves to that trouble, infomuch that it is conceiv'd 
they have a fecret to prevent the growth of hair when it isonce 
gotten off; an invention which would have been of greatcon- 
venience to the ancient Rowans: For it is afirm’d, that they 
would not fuffer their Beards to grow till after the time of the 
Emperour 
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Emperour 4driav, who firft fuffer'd histo grow; before that 
time it was thought among them fo honourable a thing to wear 
no beard, that there wasa prohibition made that Slaves fhould 
not fhave theirs: The fame prohibition extended alfo to all 
perfons charg’d with any Crime, as it were to fet a mark of 
infamy on them, till fuch time as they were clear'd, as Aulus 
Gelliws affirms; which proceeding was contrary to what is pra- 
éhis'd inthe Gravd Seignior’s Territorics, who caufes the Beard 
tobe fhaven, asa mark of ignominy; In the year One thou- 
fand fix hundred fifty two, that hapned to the Frezceh Conful at 
Alexandria, being charg'd with having done fome unhandfom 
thingsin his Employment 5 his Beard had {uch a natural graceful 
~ euch, and was of fo fair a flaxen colour, that fome Turks 
would have given hima confiderable fum of money for it, and 
kept it for a Rarity 5 but he chofe rather to bring it along with 
~himinto France. | 
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.. The Carsbbians wonder very much to fee our Europeans {uf- - 


fer their Beards to grow fo long, and think ita great defor- 
mity to wear any, as they account it a perfection in themfelves 
tohave none; but they are not the only Savages who are fan- 
- taftick in matter of gracefulnefs and beauty : All barbarous 
Nations, nay fome that are civiliz'd, are wedded to their par- 
ticular fentiments, as to that point: For inftance, among the 
Maldivefes it is accounted an accomplifhment of Beauty to have 
thé:body all over hairy; which among us would be thought 
more becoming a Bearthen.a Man: Amongthe Mexicans, to 
‘have a little narrow forehead, and that fall of hair: Among 
the Faponefes, not to have any hair at all; whence it comes, 
that they are ever employ’d in the plucking of it off, leaving 
only. a little tuft on the crown of the head: Among the Tar- 
tariaz Women it is thought a piece of Beauty to. be flat-nos'd, 
~ -butto heighten the attractions of their nofes, they rub them 
witha very black unguent : Among thé Inhabitants of Guzzny 
' they make the fame account of great nails and flat nofes; and 
thence it comes that affoon as the :children are come into the 
-world, they crufh down their nofes with their thumbs, as do 
alfo the Brafifians: Among thofe of the Province of Cu/co in 
Peru, and fome oriental Inhabitants of the Indies,as alfo among 
stheCalecutians, and the Mfalabars, it is thought very graceful 
to: have extraordinary large ears, hanging downover their 
fhoulders ; infomuch that fome among them ufe divers artifi- 
ces'to make them fuch::Among the 4thiopians, great lips and 
-aoskin black as Jet, are thought beautiful: The Negroes of 
_ MMofambico are extreamly pleasd to. have their teeth very 
dharp, fo that {ome ufé Files to make them fuch: Among the 
Maldivefes they areno lefs defirous to have them red, and to 
‘that end, they are continually chewing of Pete/: Among the 
Japoncies and the Cumanefes, they are induftrious to have 
' them 
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| them black, and they purpofely make them fuch : And among ~ : 
the latter, it is accounted beauty to have a long face, lean 


cheeks, and exceflively big legs: And hence itis that they 
{queeze the heads of their children between two cufhions as 
foonasthey are born, and that after the example of the Inha- 
bitants about the River of Effequebe, they bind the legs very 
hard a little below the knee, anda little above theankle, that 
fo the calf may fwell: Among fome Peravians,to have the face 
cut and chequer’d, as it were with Lancets, and to have flat 
and broad heads, huge foreheads, and the head very narrow 
from the forehead to the nape of theneck, is accounted beau- 
tiful : And to reduce it to thiscomely fhape, they kept their 
childrens heads prefs’d between two thin boards, from the time 
of their birth till they were four or five year old. To be fhort, 
among fome oriental Nations, and fome Africans, it is account- 
ed a great perfection in the Women, to have their breafts 


hanging down overtheir fhoulders; and among the Chinefes, 
it isthe principal part of beauty to have the foot extreamly 
little and thins and the better to haveit fo, while they are yet. 
children they bind their feet fo hard, that they are in a manner , 
lam’d, and it is with much ado that they are able to ftand: It 


were a hard matter to make a defcription of beauty, according 
tothe different opinions of allthefe nations: But toreturn to 
the Caribbians. | 

They go ftark-naked, both men and women, as many other 
Nationsdo: And if any one among them fhould endeavour 
to hide the privy parts, all the reft would laugh at it - Though 
the Chriftians have converfed very much among them, yet 


_ have all the perfwafions that have hitherto been ufed to induce 
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them to cover themfelves been to no purpofe: And whereas 
fometimes, when they come to vifit the Chriftians, or to treat 
with them, they have comply’d fo far with them, as to cover 
themfelves, by putting on a fhirt, drawers, a hat, and fuch 
cloaths as had been given them, yet afloon as they were re- 
turn’dto their own habitations, they {trip themfelves, and put 
upallin their Clofets, till fome fuch other occafion fhould ob- 
ligethem to put them on again: To requite this compliance 
of the Caribbians, {ome among the Frezch, having occafion to 
go among them, made no difficulty to {trip themfelves after 
their example : This defiance of cloaths reigns in all places 
under the Torrid Zone, as every one knows. > 

When the Brajfilians are reproach’d with their nakednefs, 
they reply, that we came naked into the world;and that it were 
a mad thing for us to hide the bodies beftowed on us by na- 
ture. The Inhabitants of the Kingdom of Benix in Africa, 
are to be commended, that they cover themfelves when they 
are to be married, and would do iit fooner if their King would 
permit it: The women of the Lucayan If\ands ought alfo to 
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- participate of that commendation, forthey were wont to co- 
ver themfelves whenthey came.to be marriageable, and fo- 
lemnized that action with great rejoicing : But now that cu~- 
_ ftome is abrogated, for that poor Nation hath been utterly de- 
ftroy’d by the Spanzards, or carryed away and made flaves to 
work, in the Mines, and there are not in any of the Iflands 
known under that name, any of the natural Inhabitants, but 
only fome few Englifh who were tranfported thither out of the 
Ifland of Bermudez. But come we to the Ornaments of out 
Savages. 
_ They change their natural colour by dying their bodies with 
fome compofition which makes them red all over: For living 
neer Rivers and Springs, the firft thing they do every morn- 
ing is to go and wath themfelves all over: And this was the 
practice of the ancient Germans, as Tacitus affirms. Afloon as Lib. de mor. 
the Caribbians have wath’d themfelves, they return to their %”"4” 
houfes, and drie themfelves by a little fire; being dry’d, the © 
Wife, or fome one of the houfhold takes a gourd full of a cer- 
tain red compofition which they call Roucoz, fromthe name of 
thetree which produces it, and whereof we have given an ac- 
count’ in its. proper place in the precedent Book: With this 
colour mixt with oil, they rub the whole body and the face; 
the better to apply this paint, they make ufe .of a {punge in- 
ftéad of a Pencil; and to appear more gallant, they many 
times make black circles about the eyes, with the juice of Fz- 
wipa Apples... pony . 
~Thisred painting ferves themboth for Ornament and for a 
Covering 5) for befides the Beauty they imagine to themfelves 
therein, they affirm that it makes them more fupple and active 5 
which may be the more likely tobe true, for that the ancient 
Wreftlers were wont torub themfelves with oil/for the fame 
end: They affirm further, Tbat by rubbing themfelves thus 
with Roxcon, they fecure themfelves againft the coldnefs of the 
bight and tains; the ftinging of the Mefquitos andthe Adarin- 
goims, and thé heat of the Sun, which otherwife would caufe 
ridings and ulcers inthe skin: This Unction hardens their skins, 
and withal gives it an extraordinary luftre and fmoothnefs, as 
all know who have feen and felt them. ri 
* Moft Savages do thus’ paint and trick up themfelves after a 
{traiige manner ; but they donot all ufe the fame colours, nor 
obferve the fame fafhion: For there are fome who paint their 
Bodies all red, as our Inhabitants of the Caribbies do; as for This is af- 
inftance, thofe of the Cape de Lopes Gonfalvez 5 but others make firmed by di- 
uie of other colours, as Black, White,: Cheftnut, Gingioline, vers Hiftori- 
Blew, Yellow, and the like. Someufé only one particular co- “”’: 
lour; others paint themfelves with feveral colours, and repre- 
fent divers figures on their bodies: Some others, without apply - 
ingany colour, rub themfelves all over with the oil of Palm- 
| trees’: 
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‘trees: Some anoint themfelves withtheoil of Balm, and then — 
caft on it a {mall powder,which feems as if it were the filingsof 
Gold. In fine, there are fome who anoint their bodies witha ~ 
glewy oil, and blow on that the downe or fimalleft Feathers of 
‘divers Birds 5 or haply they cover themfelves with a kind of 
gummy pafte, which isof a very fweet fcent, and faften there- 

on the moft delightful Flowers growing in their Country. 
There is fufficient choice of all thefe modes; and it were a 
pleafant fight to fee a company of thefe Morris-dancers dancing _ 
together. We might add thereto, to make the divertifement — 
the more compleat, thofe Turkijh Pilgrims who commonly go 

in long Garments made of thoufands of piecesof all forts of co- 
lours. | ; ; 

But this is to be noted, That the painting of the body is a 
very ancient kind of Ornament ; and among other Monuments - 
Lib.22.c.1. of this piece of Antiquity, Plizy and Herodzaz affirm, that cer- 
In the life of tain people of Great Brittany, not ufing any kind of cloathing, 
Sever. painted their bodies with divers colours,and reprefented there- 

on the figures of certain living Creatures, whence they were 
called P2é#i, that is, Painted people. But among all the Sava- 
ges who at this day paint themfelves, the Caribbians have this 
advantage, that they adorn themfelves witha colour which the — 
Ancients hcnour’d moft of any ; for it is reported , that the 
Goths made ufe of Vermilion to make their facesred 5; andthe 
Lib,33.7+ ancient Romans, as Pliny affirms, painted their bodies with | 
Minium upon the day of their Triumph; and he particularly 
tells us that Camil/us did fo: and he further adds, that upon 
Feftival days they fo painted the face of the Statue of their 
Jupiter ; and that heretofore the £thiopiaus made {fo great ac- 
count ofthis Vermilion colour, that their principal Lords ap- 
ply’dit all over their bodies, and that their Gods wore it in 
their Images. j 
Our Carzbbians do for the moft part content themfelves with 
this ordinary drefs of red painting, which ferves them inftead 
of Shirts, Cloths, Cloaks and Coats: But on folemn days and 
times of publick rejoicing, they add to the red divers other — 
colours, {preading them fantaftically over the face and the — 
whole body. | i 
But this kind of painting is not the only ornament in ufe 
among them; they adorn the crown of the head with a little. 
Hat made of birds feathers, of different colours, or with a 
Plume of Herons feathers, or thofe of fome other Bird : They 
alfo fometimes wear a crown of feathers, which covers their 
heads, fo that there may be feen among them a great many 
crowned heads, though'there be no Kings: And yet they may 
be better look’d upon as Kings with their feather Crowns, than _ 
the Lord of the Gulf of Axtongil be taken for a Sovereign | 
Prince, when he hath for his Scepter and the badge os P. 
oyal — 
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Royal dignity, but a great Gardiner’s Pruning-hook, which 
he always carries about him. 

The women among the M€aldevefés, make about a dozen 
holes in eachear, at which they faften little gilt nails, and 
fometimes Pearls and Precious Stones: The Ladies of d/ada- 
gafcar and Brafil make a hole as big as that a man may thruft 

. his thumb through it in the lower part of theear, at which 
they hang pendants of wood and bone: And the Peruvians, 
under the reign of their Kings the Tcas, were accuftomed to 
make in their ears a hole of an incredible bignefs, at which 
they faftened chains of a quarter of an Ell in length, with 
Pendants of Gold at the bottom, of an extraordinary big- 
nefs ; But our Cartbbianzs are content with a {mall hole, accor- 
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ding to the Ewropean mode,in the fofteft part oftheear,through 


which they put-the bones of certain Fifhes very fmooth, pie- 


ces of that kind of Tortoié fhells which they call Carets ; and - 


fince the Chriftians came among them, Buckles of Gold, Sil- 
ver, Latten, at which they hang very fair Pendants: They 
dcnow how to diftinguifh between thofe that are right and the 
counterfeit, but they are moft taken with: fuch as are made of 
Chryftal, Amber, Coral, or fome other rich material, provi- 
ded the buckle, and allthe other workmanfhip be of Gold: 
Some have endeavoured to put upon them fuch as were only 
Copper gilt, and would have perfwaded them they were 


Gold but they refufed them, faying that they intended tode- 


ceive them, and that it was but Kettle-gold: and to make a 


tryal thereof, they were wont to put them into their mouths: 


So great is their experience in thefe things beyond thofe of 
Madagafear, who when the Hollanders coming thither in the 
year MDC XLV.-offered them a Silver-fpoon, put it between 
their ‘teeth, and finding it was hard refus'd it, defiring one of 
Tin: Whence it may eafily be imagined what account they 
made of Tin, fince they gave a young maid in exchange fora 
_ . Spoon of that mettal. Herodotus affirms that heretofore among 
the Zthiopians, Copper was in better efteem than Gold, the 
ufe whereof was fo vile, that they bound Malefactors: with 
chains of Gold. f r 
- The Caribbians do fometimes alfo make holes through their 
lips, and put through them a kind -of little Bodkin, which is 
made of the bone of fome beaft or fifh’: Nay they bore through 
the fpace between the Noftrils, that they may. hang there fome 
Ring, agrainof Chryftal, or fome fuch toy: The necks and 
arms of our Caribbians have alfo their refpective ornaments 5 
for they have their Neck-laces and Bracelets of Amber, Coral, 
or fome other glittering material > The men wear Bracelets on 
the brawny part of the arm, neer the fhoulder; but the wo- 
then wear theirs about the wrifts: They adorn alfo their legs 


with Chains of Raffada, inftead of Garters: Thofe among 
) Ll them 


them who have no acquaintance withthe Exropeans,commonly 
wear about their necks Whiftles made of the bones of theif 
enemies, and great chains made of the teeth of Agoutys, Ty- 
gers, wild Cats,or little fhells bor’d through and faften'd toge- 
ther with a thread of fine Cotton of a red or violet colour : 
And when they would make the greateft fhow they can, .they. 
add to all this a kind of Caps, certain Bracelets, which they 
faften under their armpits, Scarfs, and Girdles of Feathets» ve+ 
ry induftrioufly difpos'd together by a delightful intermixture; 
which they fufferto hang down over their fhoulders, or from 


' 


the navel to the middle of the thigh. , borate weds 
But the moft confiderable of all their Ornaments, are cer4 
tain large Medals of fine Copper extreamly welbpolifhed, with- 
out any graving on them, which are made afterthe figure of' 
crefcent, and enchac’d in fome kind of folid and precious;woods 
thefe in their own language they'call Caracoliss They areof 
different largenefs, for there are fome'fo {mall that they, hang 
them at their ears like Pendants, and others about the: bignefs 
of the palm of a mans hand, which they have‘hanging! about 
their necks,beating on their breafts: They havea great efteem 
for thele Caracolis, afwell by reafon the material wheréof rhey 
are made, which never contracts’ any ruft, glifters, like Gold, 
as that it isthe rareft and moft precious booty they, get in the 
incurfions they make every Year into the Country ofjthe dregs 
agues their Enemies and that it isthe livery or badge, wheres 
by the Captains and their Children arediftinguifh'd: fromthe . 
ordinary fort of people: Accordingly thofe who, |have any of 
thefe jewels make fo great account of them, ‘that when they 
die, they have no other inheritance: to leave their Children 
_ and intimate Friends : Nay there are fome among. them who 
have of thefe' Caracolis which had been’ their Grandfathers, 
wherewith they do not adorn themfelves. but on-extraordinary 
Occafions. ~ > * 40 MeMernigny yi: 
~The women paint the whole body} and: adorn'themfelyes 
much after the fame manner as the men do} excepting»only 
thofe differences we have’ mentioned before, and that they 
wear no Crownson their heads: There is this alfo particulat- 
ly obfervable in them, that they weara kidd.of buskins, which 
fall no lower than the ankle :°Phiskind of ornament is very — 
neatly wrought, and edg’d:abovei and below wighacertain — 
Intertexture of rufhés and cotton) which lying ftreight on the 
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~ Cértain Remarks upon the Caribbian Language. 


T. is our intention at the end of this Hiftory, for the 

ofatisfaction of the more curious Reader, to add a large Vo- 
cabulary of the Caribbian Language ; and therefore, in this 
Chapter, we fhall only make fome principal remarks upon it, 
fuch as may in fome meafure difcover the grace, the {mooth- 
ne{s, and the proprieties thereof. . 

1. The Caribbians have an ancient and natural Language, 
fuch as is wholly, peculiar to them, asevery Nation hath that 
whichis proper to it. aie : 

2. But befides that ancient Language,they have fram’d ano- 
ther: baftard-fpeech, which is intermixt with feveral words 


_ taken out of forreign Languages, by the commerce they have 


had with the Exropeans : But above all they have borrowed 
many words of the Spaniards, for they were the firft Chriftians 
that came among them. . 
- 3. Among themfelves, they alwaies make ufe of their anci- 
ent and natural Language. 
4. But when they have occafion to converfe or negotiate 


with the Chriftians, they always make ufe of their corrupt 


Language, | fovea 

5- Befides that, they. have alfo a very pleafant intermixture 
of words and expreffions when they would undertake to fpeak 
in fome forreign Language: As for example, when they ufe 
this expreffion to the French, faying, Compere Governeur, that 
1s, Goflip Governour, ufing the word Compere generally, to- 


wards all thofe who are their Friends or Allies: In like manner * 


they would fay, without any more ceremony, Compere Roy, 
that is, Goffip, or Friend King, if there were any occafion to 


- do it: It is alfo one of their ordinary complements to the 


French , when they fay with fmiling countenance, Ab ft toy 
bon pour Caraibe, moy bon pour France, If thou art good for the 
Caribbjan, Iam good forFrance: And when they would com- 
mend, and:exprefs how much they are fatisfy’d with thofe of 
the fame Nation, they fay, Mouche bow France pour Caraibe, 
Frances very good for the Caribbian; they fay alfo, Maboye 
mouche fache contre Caraibe, Maboya doth much againft the Ca- 
ribbian, when ic thunders, or in a Hurricane; and, Afoy mouche 
Lunes, I have lived many Moons, to fignifiethat they are very 
ancient: They have alfo thefe words often in their mouths, 
when they find that the Freach would abufe their fimplicity 
Compere, toy trompe Caraibe, Friend thou deceiveft the Comebiens 
L}2 n 
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And they are often heard to fay when they are in agood hu- 
mour, Méoy bonne Caraibe, I am an boneft Caribbian. 

6. Yetis it tobe obferv'd, that though the Caribbians of all 
the Iflands do generally nnderftand one another, yet is there 
in feveral of them fome dialect different from that of the 
others. } ! ae an me 

7. There is no great ufe made of the letter P. in their Lan-' 
guage 5 but that only excepted, there is no want of letters, as 
there is in the Language of Japan, Brafeel and Canada, which 
want the letters F. L. R. Or inthat of Per#, wherein B. DuFuG. 
7. confonant and X are wanting,as Hiftortans affirm.  * — 

- 8. The Language of the Caribbiaus isextreamly {mooth, and: 
forthe moft part pronounced with the lips, fome few words 
with theteeth, and in a manner nothing atall fromthe throat. 
Forthough the words we fhall fet down hereafter, feem to’ be’ 
rough, as they are written, yet when they pronounce themy 
they make elifions of certain letters, and give’ fauch an air 
thereto as renders their difcourfe very delightful-eo the ear = 
Whenceit came, that Afonfiewr du Montel hath given this cefti- 
mony of them: “‘Itook great pleafure,faid he, in hearkning 
“unto them when I was among them, and I could not fuffice 
“ently admire the grace, the fluency,and the {weetnefs of their’ 
¢* pronunciation, which they commonly accompany with a lit- 
“ tle fmiling, fuch as takes very much with thofe who converfe: 
“¢ with them. ia 

9. The Caribbians who are Inhabitants of the Hlands have 
a {weeter pronunciation than thofe of the Continent: but 
otherwife they differ only ina dialed. 1s 

10. By the fame word,according as it is diverfly pronounced 
they fignifie feveral things : For example, the word Azhaz fig~ 
nifies, 1. Tes, 2. E kvow not, 2. Thine, or take it, according to’ 
the pronunciationthat is givenit. — # 

' 11. The Europeans cannot pronounce the Caribbian Lan-= 
guage withthe grace and fluency natural thereto, unlefs they 
have learnt it very young. C 

12. They hear one another very patiently, and never in- 
terrupt one the other intheir difcourfe: But they are wont to. 
give alittle hem at the end of every three’or four periods, to 
exprefs the fatisfaction they have to hear what is {poken. 

13. What advantage foever the Evropeans may imagine they 
have over the Carabbians, either as to the natural faculties of 
the mind, or the eafinefs of pronunciation of their own Lan- 
guages,in order tothe more éaffe attainment of theirs, yet hath 
it been found by experience, that the Caribbians do fooner 
learn outs than wedo theirs. 

14. Some among the French have obferv’d, that the Carzb- 
bians have a kind of averfion for the Exgk/h tongue, nay fo’ 
far, that fome affirm they cannot endure to heat it gt 

where 
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where they are, becaufe they look on them as their Enemies, 
And whereas there are intheir corrupt Eanguage many words 
takert out of the Spanib, a people whom they alfo account their 
Enemies, it proceeds hence, that they learn’d them during the 
time they helda fair correfpondence with that Nation, and be- 
fore they began totreat them as they afterwards did, 
45. They are very thie in communicating their Language, 
out! of a fear the fecrets of their Wars might be difcovered ; 
_tiay, thofe among them who have embrac’d ‘the Chriftian Reli-' 
gion, would not be perfwaded toreveal the grounds of their. 
Language, out of abelief it might prejudice their Nation. 
16. We fhall here fet down fome of the moft particular 
- proprieties of their Language: In the firft place, the men have 
many expteflions proper only to themfelves, which the wo- 
men underftand well enough, but never pronounce: And the 
women have alfo their words and phrafes, which if the men 
fhould ufe they would be laugh’d at;whence it comes, that in this 
Difcourfe otte would think the women {poke a Language dif- 
ferent from that of the mien, ‘as will be feen in our Vocabulary, 
bythe difference of expreffions which the men and women 
make ufe of to fignifie the fame thing: The Savages of Dowmi- 
neeo- affirm, that it proceeds hence, that when the Caribbians 
came to inhabit thefe Iflands, they were poflefs'd by a Nation 
of the Arodagues, whom they abfolutely deftroy’d, fave only 
the Women, whom they married for the re-peopling of the 
Country ; fo that thofe Women having retain’d their own Lan- 
guage, taushtittheir Daughters, and brought them to fpeak 
as they did; which being practis’d to the prefent by the Mo- 
_ thers towards their*Daughters, their Language came to be 
different from that of the Men in many things: But the male 
Children, though they underftand the fpeech of their Mothers 
and Sifters, do neverthelefs imitate their Fathers and Brethren, 
and aceuftom themfelves to their Language when they are five 
ot fix years old. To confirm what we have faid concerning 
the caufe of this difference of Language, it is alledg’d , That 
there is fome conformity between the Language of the Arona- 
gues who live in the Continent, and that of the Cartbbiaz Wo- 
men : But it isto be obferv'd, That the Caribbians of the Con- 
tinént, as well Men as Women, fpeak the fame Language, as 
having not corrupted it by inter-marriages with ftrange Wo- 
men, ~ 
17. The old men have alfo fome terms particular to them- 
felves, and certain affected expreffions, not at all us’d by the 
younger fort of people. 
18. The Caribbians have alfo a certain Language which they 
_ make ufe of only among themfelves, when they entertain any 
warlike Refolutions 5 itis a very hard kind of fuftian-language: 
The Women and Maids know nothing of that myfterious Lan- 
j | guage, 
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guage, ‘or yet the young Men, till they have given fome affu- 
rances of their generofity, andthe zeal they have for the. com- 
mon Quarrel of their Nation again{t their Enemies: This isto 
prevent the difcovery of their defigns before the appointed 
time. : ‘ aN , 

19. For the variation of their Cafes, Perfons, Moods; and 
Genders, they have no diftinct particlesas we have, but they 
lengthen their words by certain fyllables or letters at the begin- 
ning or end of the word, and fometimes by the change of the 


\ letters: Thus they fay in the Imperative, Bayoubaka, Gos but 


in the Indicative, Nayoubakayem, 1 go: In like manner, Babinaka, 
dance; Nabinakayew,1 dance; much like the formation of the 
Hebrew Verbs.. . a - 
20. Indefinite and abfolute Nouns are not much in ufe among 

them, efpecially the names of the parts of the body; but they 
are always ina manner reftraind to a firft, fecond, or third 

erfon. : ; Sher bt 

: 21. The firft perfon is commonly exprefs’d by the Letter N5;__ 
at the beginning of a word, as Nichic, wy Head ; the fecond by 
a B, as Bichic, thy Head; and the third by an L, as Lichic, his 


. Head. 7 ‘ ‘ 


22. The neuter and abfolute Gender is exprefs’d by a T, as 
Tichic, the Head 5 but this isnot much in ufe. wie: 3 
23. They have different names in {peaking to perfons when 
they are prefent, and others when they {peak of them; thus 
they fay Baba, Father, {peaking to him, and Toumaan, {peaking 
of him ; Bzb2,Mother.{peaking to her,and Ichanue, {peaking of 
her; which, with the difference there is between the Language 
of the Menand the Women, the young agd the old, their or-. 
dinary Difcourfe, and that us’d by them when they are engag’d 
in Military Deliberations, muft needs caufea great multiplica- 
tion of words intheir Language. ae ir 
24. Their proper Names are many times deriv’d from certain 
Accidents, as we fhall {ee more particularly in the Chapter of 
the Birth and Edueation of their Children. po 
25. They never name any one when the party is prefent 5 or 
at leaft, out of refpect, they do but half name him. | 
26. They never pronounce the whole Name of either Man 
or Woman ; but they do thofe of Children; fo that they | 
will fay, the Father or Mother of fuch a one; or elfé they fay 
half the Name;.as for inftance, Mala, infteed of faying Mala-. 
kaali, and Hiba for Hibalomon.. es 7 
_ 27. The Uncles and Aunts, as many as are of the collateral 
Line, are called Fathers and Mothers by their Nephews; fo that — 
the Uncle is called Babz, that is tofay, Father: But.when they 
would exprefly fignifie the true and proper Father, they many 
times add another word, faying, Baba tivmaca. >. 4) | 
_ 28, Confequently to the precedent appellation, all. the He~ 
het a Coufins 
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Coufins are alfo called Brotherss: and all the She-Confi ing Si- 
fters. 

29. But between: He-Coulit in, a She-Coufia 10, the former calls 
the latter Yaxééeris.that isto fayproperly; ty Female, or my 
betrothed 5, for, naturally among'them the She- Coufins become 
Wives tothe He-Coufins. . 

30. The Months they.eall, Lunes,that is, Dfoons 5 and the Years 
Pouffinieres, thatisythe Sever Stars. 

31..We ‘Shall now give a.tafteof the paturalnefs and. ele- 
gance of their Language, fetting down the fignificationiof their 
words, without exprefling the words themfelves, fo to avoid 
the, fetting of them down twice, as referving that for our Vo- 
cabulary. ’ 

as ‘To figniGe that a hing’ is Los? or broken, they commonly 
fyi it is dead. 


| 33» Theycalka Capuchin Friar, Father Aienpes, and the word 


Aignpe: fignifies:in their Language a Covering or a Penthoufe ; soc 
they. {aid Ip is aman by whom, one may be cover'd, by reafon 
of his great Capouche: By the fame name they alfo. ironically 
call an’ Ape.or Monkey, by reafon of jhis long Beard. 


. 19460 Chriftian,:'4 Afaz of me Sea; becaufe the Chrittians 


came fo, theimin Ships.’ 
lag sewA* Licntenant, the snag hits a rte ee or that which ‘fr 
bat) after him. .o3\% 

age My Son ‘lala be babe vale me fitele. Children. 

37- My younger Brother, my half. bs | 

13%.o.My Wife, wy heart. 

39. A Boyy,A little Male... 

40) AiGirl,-4 hittle Female, 

41.) The Spaniards and. Englith, efeimad Enemies, Etoutox 
noubi becaufe they are cloath’d, in oppofition to, their, Ene- 
mies. who.arenaked, whom they call apy Etoutow, that. i Is to 
fay, Eweusies.. ) 

— 4a.cA ool, Him who fees nothing, or who hath no light... 

043+ The Eye-lid, The Covering of the Eye. oe 

44. TheEye-brows, The Hair. of the Eye. 

245 The Ball of the Eye, The.Kerzel of the Eye. 

ab. The Lips, The Borders of the Mouth. 

47» The Chin, The prop of the Teeth. 

o48i.The Neck, The prep of the Head. 

49s The Aum anda Wing are exprefs'd by the fame wae 

50. The Pulfe, The Soul of the Hand: The Germans make 
fuch another compofi ton, when they call the Glove the shove of 
the Hand.» 99% -* 

51. The Fingers, Ti he little ones: OF Children of the Hand. 

52. The Thumb, The Bather of the Fingers, or that which « 
eppofi to.them < OF. that kindi 1: the BvTI_A | of the Greeks. HELS 

2§3- A: Joint, A thing addedy they call alfo by that name.a 
piece fet on a Garment. 54. The 


ph es of 
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. The Bladder, The Urine Veffel. 

. The Ham, That which draws theLeg. 

. The Sole of the Foot, The infide of the Foot. 

. The Toes, The little ones, or children of the Foot. 

. The number Ten, Al the Fingers of both bands. 

. Twenty, The Fingers of the Hands, and Toes of the Feet. 


60. APocket-piftol, 4 little Arquebuffe. 


. ACandleftick, That which holds fomthing. 

. Thorns, The hair of the Tree, or the eyes of the Tree. 

. The Rainbow, Gods Plume of Feathers. 

. Thenoife of Thunder, Trerguetenni. 
5. This Language hath alfo in its abundance and its natu- 
ralnefs fome imperfections which are particular thereto; yet 


are they fuch as that fome of them do not fo much deferve 


blame as commendation. ; 


66.The Carbbéans in their natural Language have very few 


words of injury or abufe; and what they fay that is moft offen- 
five in their Railleries is, Thow art wot good, or thon haft as much 
wit as a Tortoife, 


67. They have not fo much as the names of feveral Vices 5 


but the Chriftians: have fufficiently fupplied them therewith. 
Some have admir’d that in the Language of Cazada there is no 
word:anfwerable to'Sin , but they might have obferv'd withal, — 
that there is not any whereby to exprefs Virtue. 
68. They have no words to exprefs Winter, Ice, Hail, Snow, | 
for they know not what they are. 


69. They are not able to exprefs what does not fall under the 


Senfes, fave that they have certain names for fome both good 
and evil Spirits ; but that excepted, they have no word to fig- 
nifie Spiritual things, as Underffanding, Memory, Will sas for the 
Soul, they exprefs it by the word Heart. 

- 70. Nor-‘have they the names of Virtues, Sciences, Arts, 
_Trades,nor thofe of moft of our Armsand Tools,fave only what 
they have learn’d fince their Commerce with the Chriftians. 
71. They can name but four Colours, whereto they make all 
the reft torelate; to wit, White, Black, Yellow, and Red. : 


72.They cannot exprefs any number above Twenty ; & their 


expreffion of: that is pleafant, being oblig’d,as we faid elfwhere, _ 
to fhew all the Fingers of their Hands, and Toes of their Feet. 


73: When they would fignifie a great Number, which goes 


beyond their’ Arithmetick, they have no other way then to 
fhew the hair of their Heads,‘ or the fand of the Sea; or they 
repeat feveral times the word Mouche, which fignifies Auch 5 as 
when they fay in their Gibberith, Afoy souche mouche Lunes, to 
fhew that they are very ancient. \ 

_ 74+ In fine, They have neither Comparatives nor Superla- 
tives 5 but for wantthereof, when they would compare things 
together, and prefer one before all the reft, they exprefs their 


fentiment 


wy a 
‘ ; 
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fentiment by a demonftration which is natural and pleafant 

~ enough : Thus, when they would reprefent what they think 
of the E#ropean Nations which they are acquainted withall, 
they fay of the Spaniards and the Byglifh, that they are not 
good at all; of the Datch, that they have as much goodnefs as 
a mans hand, or as faras the elbow; and of the Freach, that 
they areas both the arms, which they ftretch out to fhew the 
greatnefs thereof: This laft Nation they have a greater affe- 
étion for than for any other, efpecially thofe of it who have 
gone along with them to their wars; for they give thofe part 
of their booty : And as often as they return from their wars, 
though the French had not gone alongwith them, yet do they 

- fend them part of the fpoil. 


°. 


Cd a 


CHAP. XE 


OF the Difpofitions of the Caribbians, and their 


Manners. 


FOHE Caribbians are haturally of a penfive and melancho- 
‘™@ ly temperament, fifhing, floth, and the temperature of 
the air contributing much to the continuance of that humour : 
but having found by experience, that that uncomfortable con. 
ftitution was prejudicial to their health, and that the mind 
ore-prefs'd dries up the bones, they for the moft part do fo 
great violence to their natural inclination, that they appear 
chearful, pleafant, and divertive in their converfation, efpeci- 
ally when they have gota little wine in their heads: Nay they | 
have brought themfelves to fuch a pafs, that, asthe Brafiliaws; De Lery c.12 
they can hardly endure the company of fuch as are melancho- , 
ly : and thofe who have converfed much with them have al- 
_ waies found them very facetious, and loth to let flip any occa- 
fion of laughing, without making their advantage of it: nay 
fometimes they have burft out into laughter, at what the moft 
inclin’d thereto among us would hardly have fmil’d. 
Their difcourfes among themfelves are commonly concern- 
ing their hunting, their fifhing, their gardening, or fome other 
innocent fubje&ts 5 and when they are in {trange company,they 
are never troubled if any body laugh in their prefence, {0 far 
are they from thinking it done as any affronttothem: And 
yet, they are fo far from the fimplicity of a certain Nation of 
New-France, who acknowledge themfelvesto be Savages, not 
knowing what that denomination fignifies, that they think 
themfelves highly injur’d when any one gives them that sng : 
M m for 
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for they underftand what the word means, and fay that term 
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belongs only to the wild beafts, the Inhabitants of the woods: 

Nor do they take it well to be called Canwibals, though they 
eat the flefh of their Enemies, which they fay they do to fa- 

tisfie their indignation aud revenge, and not out of any deli- 

cacy they find in it more than in any thing elfe whereby they 

are fuftain’d: But they are extreamly pleas'd when any one 

calls them Caribbians, becaufe it is a ‘name they pride them= — 
felvesmuchin, as being a certain acknowledgment of their ge- 
nerofity and courage: For they are not only the Apalachites, 
from among{t whom they came, who by that word fignifie a 
Warlike and valiant man, endud with force and a particular 
dexterity in military affairs 5 but even the 4rozagues themfelves 
their irreconcileable Enemies, having often experienc’d their, 
valour, underftand thereby the fame thing, though by the fame , 
word they would alfo denote a Cruel perfoz, by reafon of the 
miferies the Caribbians have occafioned them. But howere it 
be, this is certain, that our Savages of the Caribbies are fomuch 
pleafed with that name, that {peaking to the Frezch they have 
this perpetually in their mouths, Toy Francois, moy Cavaibe 
Thou art aFrench-man, 1 am a Caribbian. 

Inall other thingsthey are of a good and tractable difpofi- 
tion; andtheyare fo great Enemies to feverity, that if the 
Européax or other Nations who have any of them flaves (as 
among others the Evglifo have fome, cunningly trapan’d and 
carryed away by them from the places of their birth) treat 
them with any rigour, they many times die out of pure grief: 
But by fair means they will do any thing, contrary to the Ne- 
groes, who muft be roughly dealt with, otherwife they grow 
infolent, flothful, and perfidious. i 

They commonly reproach the Ewropzazs with their avarice, 
and their immoderate induftry in getting of wealth together 
for themfelves and their Children, fince the earth is ableto | 
find fufficient fuftenance for all men,iffo be they wil take ever fo. 
little pains to cultivate it: as for themfelves, they fay they are 
not perplex’d with caring for chofe things whereby their lives 
are preferv’dsand indeed it muft be acknowledged,that they are 
incomparably fatter, and have their health better than thofe 
that fare delicioufly : Moft certain it is, that they live without 
ambition, without vexation, without difquiet, having no de- 
fire of acquiring honours or wealth, flighting Gold and Silver, 
as the ancient Lacedemonians, and the Peruvians,and content= 
ing themfelves with what Nature had made them, and what the 
earth fupplies them withall for their fuftenance: And when 
they go a hunting, or a fithing, or root up trees for ground to 
make a little Garden, or to build houfes, which are innocent 
employments, and fuitable to the nature of man, they do all — 
without eagernefs, and as it were by way of divertifement and 
recreations But 


3 
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But it raifes a particular aftonifhment in them when 
they fee how much we efteem Gold, confidering we aré 
fo well furnifh’d with Glafs and Chryftal, which in their judg- 
‘ment are more beautiful, and confequently ought to be more 
highly prized: Tothis purpofe, Benzonia Milanefe Hiftorian, 
relates a f{trange {tory of the New-world, how that the Izd#- 
ans detefting the infatiable avarice of the Spamzards, who fub- 
du’d them, took a piece of Gold in their hands, and faid, “ Be- 
** hold the God of the Chriftians 5 for this they come from Ca- 
*¢ fteel into our Country ; for this they have made us flaves, ba- 
*° nifh’dus out of our habitations, and committed horrid things 


 “againft us; for this they are engag'd in wars amongft them- 


*° felvess for this they kill one the othersfor this they are alwaies 
“in difquiet, they quarrel, rob, curfe and blafpheme: In fine, 


. “there is no villany, no mifchief but they will commit for this: 


In like manner, our Carzbbians, when they fee the Chriftians 
fad and perplext at any thing, are wont to give them this gen- 
tle reprehenfion: “ Compere (a word they have learnt ofthe 
French,and commonly ufe to expref3 their affection, as the wo- 
men do alfo' call our Exropeans Commeres, asa mark of their 
friendfhip; both words fignifying in Exgh{h Goffip, or familiar 
friend) * how miferable art thou, thus to expofe thy perfon to 
“fuch tedious and dangerous Voyages, and to fufter thy felf to 
§* be oreprefs’d with cares and fears! The inordinate defire of 
“acquiring wealth puts thee to all this trouble, and all thefe 


“inconveniences 3 and yet thow art in nolefs difquiet forthe 


** Goods thou haft already gotten, than for thofethou art defi- 
**rousto get: Thou art incontinual fear left (ome body fhould 
** rob thee either inthy own Country or upon the Seas, or that 
“thy Commodities fhould be loft by fhipwrack, and devour'd 
“by the waters: Thus thou groweft old in a fhort time, thy 


** hair turns gray, thy forehead is wrinkled, a thoufand incon- | 


**-veniences attend thy body, a thoufand afflictions furround 
“thy heart, and thou makeft all the hafte thou canft to the 
¢rave : Why art thou not content with what thy own Coun- 
“try produces ?, Why doft not thou contemn riches as we do > 


And to this purpofe, the great Traveller Vincent le Blaze hath Part.Z.c.169 


aremarkable difcourfe of fome Brafiliazs : ““ That wealth which 
you Chriftians purfue with fo much earneftnefs, do they any 
‘way promote your advancement in the grace cf God? Do 
“they prevent your dying? Do you carry them along with 
“you tothe grave? Tothe fame purpofe was their difcourfe 
to f. de Lery, ashe relates in his Hiftory. a 
The tiie have this further reproach to make to the 
Europeans, to wit, that of their ufurpation of their Country, 
and they ftick not to do it asa manifeft injuftice: ‘“ Fhou 
“ haft driven me, fays this poor people, out of St. Chriftophers, 
“* Mevis, Montferrat, Si. Martins; Antego, Gardelonpe, Barboz- 
M m2 “ thos, 
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ee thos, St. Enftace’s, ee. neither of which places belonged to 
thee, and whereto thou couldeft not make. any lawful pre- 
“tence: And thou threatnelt me every day totake away that 


* Jitcle which is left me : What fhall become of the poor mife- | 


“ rable Cavibbiaw? Muft he go andlive in the Sea with the 
© fthes 2? Thy Country muft needs be a wretched one, fince 
‘© thou leave(t it to come and take away mine: Or thou muft 
© needs be full of malice, thus to perfecute me out of a frolick. 
Fhis complaint may well exempe them from the opprobrious 
denomination of Savages. 2S 
Lycurgus would not permit his Citizens to travel, out of a 
fear they might learnthe manners of forreign Countries : But 
our Savages ftand in need of much travel to unbarbarize them- 
{elves, if we may ufe fuch anexpreflion: And yet they are not 
only free from that infatiable covetoufnefs, which makes the 
Chriftians undertake fo great and {o.dangerous voyages, but 
alfo. from the curiofity of feeing any other Country in the 
_world, as being enamoured of their own more than any other. 
And thence it comes, that, imagining we fhould not he more. 
eurious than they are, nor: lefs lovers of our Countries, they 
are aftonifh’d at our Voyages wherein they have the honaur 


to helike Socrates, of whom Plato gives this teftimony, that 


he had no more defign toleave Athexs, with any intention to 
travel, thanthelame and the blinds and that he defired not 
to fee other Cities, nor to:live under other Laws 5 being, as.to 
this particular, as far as our Caribbians , from the opinion of 
the Perftazs, among whom it is come into a Proverb, that 
Be who hath not travell’d the world may be compared to a 
ear, | sib Ohms ae ; ot 
But weare to note further,that our Caribbians of the Ilands 


have not only anaverfion from trayelling into any other parts. 
of the world, but they would not ‘alfo willingly fuffer any of 


theirs to be carried away into a ftrange Country, without an 
abfolute promife within a fhort time te bring them back again : 
But if it happens through fome misfortune that any one of 
them dies by the way,there is no thinking of any return among 
them, for there is. no hope of reconciliation. get 
Butifthey have no cutiofity for things at a great diftance 


from them, they have much for thofethat areneererhand, ins 


fomuch that if a man open a cheft in their prefence, he nmft 
fhew them allthatis init, otherwifethey will think themfelves 
dif-obliged : And if they like any thing of what they fee 
therein, though itbe of ever fo little value, they will give the 
moft precious thing they have for it, thac fo they may fatishe 
their inclination. = me Ce 

As concerning Traffick, true it is, that having treated about 
fomething, they will fall off from what they have promifed : 


But the fecret to make them ftand to their bargain, istotell - 


them, 
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them, that a Merchant ought to be as good as his word: For 
when they are prefi’d upon in point of honour, and reproached 
with inconftancy as if they were children, they are afhamed 
of their lightnefs. Shorts 
_ Theft is accounted a great crime amongft them; wherein it 
muft be acknowledged they fhew themfelves more rational : Indie hb 
than Lycurgus, who allowed that vice in the Lacedemonian Lif, idee 
‘ebildren, asa very commendable employment, provided they ~~ 
did their bufinefs cleaverly, and Hocus-pocus-like: But the 
€aribbians have {fo natural and {0 great an averfion for that fin, 
that there is no fuch thing found among them, which is very 
rare among Savages: For moft of them are Theeves 3 and [ands of 
thence it is that fome of their Iflands have theirnamethence. Robbers. 
But for the Car#bbians, as they are are not of their own na- 
ture any way inclined to thieving, fo they live without any di- 
ftruft one of another: So.that their Houfes and Plantations 
are left without any body to look to them, though they have 
neither doors nor inclofures, after the fame manner as fome Hi- 
ftorians relate of the Tertars: But if the leaft thing in the Garpin s 
world be taken from them, fuch as may bea little knife, where- Travels into 
with they do ftrange things in Joyner’s work, they {0 Tartary. 
highly prize what is ufeful to them, that fuch a lofs isenough 
to fer them a weeping, and grieving for the fpace of eight days 
after it,nay will engage them in combinations with their friends 
to.get reparations, and to be reveng'd on the perfon whom 
they fufpect guilty of the theft: Accordingly in thofe Iflands 
where they have their habitations neer thofe of the Chrifti- 
ans, they have often revenged themfelves of thofe who had, as 
they faid, taken away any oftheir little houfhould-ftuff : And 
in thofe places when they find fomething wanting in their hou- 
fes, they prefently fay, Some Chriftiaz hath been here: And 
among the grievances and complaints which they make tothe 
Governours .of the Frezch Nation, this comes alwaies in the 
. front, Compere Governour, thy Mariners (fo they call all the 
ferrcign Inhabitants) have taken away a knife out of my Cot, 
or fome other piece of houfhold-ftuff of that kind. The Inha- 
hitants of Gainny would not make any fuch complaints: For 
#f they chance to lofe fomething, they are of a per{wafion that 
fome of their deceafed Relations, having occafion for it in the | 
ether world, came and took it away. | 3 
The Carzbbians area people as it were affociated inonecom- 
4non interef}, and they are of all people the moft loving one 
- eq anothers beig in that particular far from the humour of 
thofe Aftaticks of ‘Java, who fpeak not to their own Brothers 
ewithout a dagger in their hands, {fo diftruftfulare they one of 
another: From this affection which our Savages mutually bear 
ane another, does it proceed that there are few quarrels and 
atiunofities among them. pikebe 


But 


ee 


ee x 
éa 


| De Leryc. 
41. 14, 


The Hiftory of Boox If. 


But if they are once injur’d, either by a Stranger or one of | 


their own Countrymen, they never forgive, but contrive all 
the waies they can to be revenged: Thus when any of 
thofe Impofters, whom they call Bogez, makes them believe 
that one of thofe whom they account Sorcerers 1s author of the 
mifchief that hath happened to them, they endeavour all they 
can tokill him, faying, Yaraliatana, he hath bewitched me +, Ne- 
banebouibatina, I will be revenged of him: And this furious 
paffion and defire to be revenged, is that which makes them 
fo brutifh, as we faid before, as to eat the very flefh of their 
Enemies, whereof we fhall give the particulars in their pro- 
per place: This implacable animofity is the vice generally 
reigning among them; and it exercifes the fame Tyranny, 
without any exception, over all the Savages of America: The 
revenge of the Inhabitants of Cavada is fometimes very plea- 
fant; for they eat their own lice, becaufe they have bitten 
them: Ifthe Brafilians hurt themfelves againft a ftone, to be 
revenged they bite it as hard as they can; It is obferved alfo 
that they bite the Arrows which light upon them in fight- 


- Ing. - 


Linfeot & 
Semedo. 


Wichout any obligation to Lycurgus, or his Laws, the Carib- 
bians, by a fecret law of nature ,: bear a great refpeét to anci- 
ent people, and hear them fpeak with much attention, expref- 
fing by their gefture, and a littletone of the voice, ow much 
they are pleas’d with their difcourfes : And in all things the 
younger fort comply with the fentiments of the ancient, and 
fubmit to their wills: It.is reported they do the famein Braf} 
and China... ; 7 

The Young men among the Carébbians have noconverfation 
éither withthe Maids or married Women: And it hath been 
obferved, that the menare lefs amorous in this Country than 
the women, as they are in feveral other places under the Tor- 


tid Zone: Boththe men and womenamong the Caribbians are 
‘naturally chaft, a quality very rare among Savages > And when 


thofe of other Nations look over-earneftly upon them, and 
laugh at their. nakednefs, they are wont to fay tothem, Friends, 
gow are to look on ws only between both theeyes; a vertue worthy 
admiration in a: people that go maked, and are as barbarous as 
thefe. 3 : : a | 
It is related of Captain Barow, that in one of the incurfions 
-made by him and his party intothe Ifland of Mowtferrat, then 
pofiett by the Exgizfh, he made great .wafte in the Plantations 
that lay neereft to the Sea, fo that he carried a great booty, 
and, that among the Prifoners there beinga young Gentlewo- 
man, Wife to one of the Officers of the Ifland, he caufed her 


to be brought to one of his houfes in Dominico: this Gentle- 


‘woman being big with child whem fhe was carried away, was 
very carefully attended during the time of her lying tm, by 
us the 


Car,X]. The Caribby-] lands. 


the Savage women of the fame Ifland: And though the liv'd 
there a good while after among them, neither Captain Bavou 
nor any other ever touched her 5 a great example of referved- 
nefs in fuch people. — pe gel cides 

_ Yet muftit be acknowledged, that fome of them have fince 
degenerated from that chaftity, and many other vertues of 
their Anceftors: But we muft withall make this acknowledg- 
ment, that the Exropeavs by their pernicious examples, andthe 
unchriftian-like trearment they have us'd towards them, bafe- 
ly. deceiving them, perfidioufly upon all occafions breaking 
ap promifes with them, unmercifully rifling and burning 
their houfes and villages, and ravifhing and debauching their 
Wives and Daughters, have taught them (to the perpetual in- 
famy of the Chriftianname) diffimulation, lying, treachery, 
perfidioufnefs, luxury, and feveral other vices, which were un- 
: Ano in thofe parts, before they had any Commerce with 
them. ~ 

But as to other concerns, thefe Savages are remarkable for 
their civiliry and courtefie, beyond what can be imagined in 
Savages: Not but that there are fome Caribbians very brutifh 
and unreafonable; but for the greater part of them their 
judgment and dotility is obfervable upon many occafions, and 
thofe who have converfed long with them, have found feveral 
experiences of their fair dealing, gratitude, friendfhip and ge- 

nerofity: But of this we fhall {peak more particularly in the 
Chapter where we fhall treat of their Reception of fuch Stran- 
gers as cometo vifit thene. 

They arealfo great lovers of cleanlinefs(a thing extraordi- 
nary among Savages) and have fuch an averfion tor all nafti- 
are that if one fhould eafe himfelf in their Gardens 
where their Caffava and Potatoes are planted, they will pre- 
fently forfake them, and not make ufe of any jthing growing 
therein; Of this their neatnefs in this and other things, we fhall 
have occafion to fay more in the Chapter Of their Habitations, 
and their Repafts. 


CHAP. XII. 
Of the natural fimplicity of the Caribbians. 


Dmniration being the Daughter of Ignorance, we are not 
| A to think it ftrange that the Caribbians, who have fo little 
knowledge of thofe excellent things which ftudy and experi- 


ence have made familiar amongft civiliz’d Nations, fhould Me 
; fs) 
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fo much aftonifh’d when they meet with any thing whereof the 
caufeisunknowntothem, and that they fhould be-brought up 
in fo great fimplicity, that it might be taken in moft of thefe 
poor people for a brutith ftupidity. 4 
This fimplicity is remarkable, among other things, inthe 
extraordinary fear they conceive at the fight of Firearms,which 


they look on with a ftrange admiration ; but their aftonifh- 


Travels into 
the Levant, 


, 


Garcilaffo, 
1.9. 6.16. 


mentis greateft at Fire-locks,much beyond what they have for 
great Guns and Muskets, becaufe they fee Fire put to them$ 
but for Fire-locks, they are not able to conceive how itis pof= 
fible they fhould take Fire Tee? believe it is the evil 
Spirit AZaboya who does thatOffice: But this fear and aftonifh- 


refiftance. It is reported alfo that the Arabians, who make 
Incurfions along the River Jordan, and fhould be more accu- 
{tomed to War, are not free from this fear and aftonifhment. 
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Among the feveral difcoveries of the fimplicity of our €a- — 


rvibbians, we fhall here fet down two very confiderable ones. 
When there happens an Eclipfe of the Moon, they believe that 
Maboya eats her, and they dance all night, making a noife with 
Gourds, wherein there’ are many {mall Pebbles: And when 
they fmell any thing of ill fcent, they are want to fay, Aaboya 
cayen eu, that is, The Devil is here, Caima Beary, Let ws be gone 
becaufe of hive, or for fear of him: Nay they attribute the 
name of Adaboya, or Devil, to certain Plants of ill fcent, fuch 
as may be Mufhrooms, and to whatever is apt to put them into 

any fright. " 
Some years fince, the greateft part of the Caribbians were 
perfwaded that Gun-powder was the Seed of fome Herb; nay, 
there were thofe who defir’'d fome of it to fow in their Gar- 
dens; nay, fome were fo obftinate, that, though diffwaded 
from it, they put it into the ground, out of a perfwafion that it 
would bring forth fomwhat, as well as other Seeds Yet was 
not this Imagination fo grofs as thofe of certain Brutes of 
Guinny, who, the firft time they faw Exropa@ans, thought the 
Commodities they brought them, fuch as Linnen, Cloathes, 
Knives, and Fire-arms, grew onthe Earth fo prepar’d, asthe 
Fruits did on Trees, and that there was no more to be done 
than to gather them: That certainly is not fo pardonable a 
piece of fimplicity as that of the @arzbbians : And we may fur- 
ther alledg, to excufe that fimplicity, or at leaftto render it the 
more fupportable, the ftupidity of thofe Inhabitants of Ameri- 
; Ca, 
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ca, who, upon the firft Difcovery of the New-World, imagin’d 
that the Horfe and the Rider made up one Creature; like the 
imagifary Centaurs of the Poets: And that of thofe others,who 
after they were fubdu’d, coming todefire peace and pardon of Mztagm's 
the Men, and to bring them Gold and Provifions,went and made =f"! ?- 
the fame Prefentsto the Horfes, witha Speech much like that ae 
which they had made to the Men, interpreting the neighing of 
thofe Creatures for a Language of compofition and truce : And 
to conclude thefe inftances, we fhall add only the childith fot- De Lery,c.16 
tifhnels of thofe fame Indians of America, who roundly be- Garcilaff, 
liev’d, that the Letters which the Spazzards {ent one to another /.9 ¢29- 
were certain Meffengers and Spies, {peaking, and feeing, and 
_ difcovering the moft fecret actions; and upon this per{wafion, 
fearing one day the eye and tongue of one of thefe Letters, 
they hidit under a ftone, that they might freely eat fome Me- 
lons of their Mafters.. In fine, there will be nocaufe to think 
it fo ftrange that the Caribbians fhould take Gun-powder, a 
thing abfoluteiy unknown to them, for fome feed that might 
be fown, when there were fome people living in-Frazce, whofe 
habitations being at a great diftance from the places where Salt 
was made, thought out of a like imagination that it was ga- 
ther’din Gardens. It hapned alfo, not many years fince, that 
a Woman, an Inhabitant of aii i having fent feveral 
pounds of Caret-fhells and Tobacco toa She-Merchant of S.A4a- Caret is a 
fo's, when this latter had put off the Commodity, fhe gave an kind of Tor 
account thereof to her Correfpondent at Afartinico, and ad- t*{e~fhells 
vis d to plant €arets in her Garden rather then Tobacco, for 
that the former was much dearer in Fravce, and that there was 
no danger of its rotting inthe Ship, as there was of Tobacco. 
But let us confider what there is yet to be faid concerning the 
natural fimplicity of our Savages of the Carzbbies. 

Itis a pleafant thing to confider that thefe poor people fhould 
be fo fimple, as that though they have many places fit for the 
making of Salt, yet darethey not make ufe of it, as accounting 
Sale extreamly prejudicial to health, and the prefervation of 
life; thence it proceeds that they never either eat of it, or fea- 
fon their meat therewith ; and when atany time they fee our 
people make ufe of it, they fay to them, out of a compaffion 
worthy compaflion, Compere, thou hafteneft thy own death: But 
inftead of Salt, they feafon all their mefles with Pywan, or Ame 
rican Pepper. : 

Nor is there any Swiries-flefh eaten among them, which they 
call Coincoin, and Bouirokou ; nor yet Tortoife, (or as {ome call 
them Turtles) which they call Cata/ou, though there be abun- 
dance.of thofé Creatures in their Country: Of this their abfti- 
sence they give thefimpleft reafons imaginable: For as tothe 
Swine, they are afraid to tafte of ir, left they fhould have {mall 
eyes like thofe of that Beaft; now in their judgment it is the 

Na. greateft 
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greatelt of all deformitiesto have {mall eyes, and yet there are 
few among them but have them fuch. As forthe Tortoife, 
the reafon of their abftinence from that is no lefs ridiculous; 
they will not feed on that, fay they, out of a fear left if they 
did, they fhould participate of the lazinefsand ftupidity of that 
Creature. rit : 

Moft of thofe people ‘who are known by the name of Savages 
arealfo full of {trange and fantaftical imaginations concerning 
P. Juniw in the matter and manner of eating: For example, the Cawadi- 
bis Relanons ays abftain from Mufcles, only out of a pure fancy; but they 
of New-Fra. are fuch Beafts that they cannot give any reafon for ‘that 

abftinence: They willnot caft the Beavers bones tothe Dogs, 

left the foul of that Beaft fhould go and tell the other Beavers, 

and fo oblige them to leavethe Country: It is reported alfo, 

That they do not eat. the marrow of the back-bone of any 

_ Creature, for fear of having any painin the back. The Braff- 

De Lery,c.11 Giazs eat no hens egges,out of an opinion they are poifon-: They 
abftain alfo from. the flefh of Ducks, and that of every Crea- 

ture that goes flowly, as alfo from Fifhes that do not fwim 

; {wiftly, for fear of participating of theflownefs of thofe Crea- 
Pirard of the tures. The Maldivefes forbear the meat of Tortoifes, as the 
Animals of Caribbians do; but.itis becaufe of the conformity there is, in 
the Eaft-In- cheir judgment, between'them and Man. The Calecutiansy 


eae _and fome others who live more towards the Eaft, never tafte 


pe fion that mens Souls, when they depart out of their Bodies, 
go. and animate thofe of. the faid Beafts. In fine, certain Pe- 
ruvians of the Province of Pastu abftain from all kinds of flefh 
whatfoever; and if they are intreated to tafte thereof, their 
an{wer is, Thatthey are not Dogs. All thefe Inftances are brought 
- upon the Stage., ‘to fhew that the averfion of the Caribbians 
to eat Salt, Swines-flefh, and Tortoifes, fhould not caufethem 
to be accounted the moft felf-will'd and moft extravagant ofall 
the Savages. ) en ry 
Befides the difcoveries we have already made of their fot- 
tifhnefs and fimplicity, there is this yet to be added, That they 
are fo ftupid, that they cannot count a number exceeding that 
of the Fingers of their Hands and the Toes of their Feet,which 
they fhew toexprefs the faid number, what exceeds it furpaf- 
fing with them all Arithmetick; fo that they would be very 


: unfit for Bankiers; an humour contrary to that of the Chine- 
oyage t0 the 


Eaft Indies, 


ie aft upfuch Sums as it would trouble us much to do, and that 
Dri ; aati 


with greater certainty. too (hi 


~ But the Caribbians have the priviledge not to be the only a 


Nation in the World which may be reproach’d with thisigno- 
rance 5 for itis as great among the people of Atadagafcar and 
Guinny, to cite no more; nay, fome ancient Hiftorians affirm, 
IBY, ! _ That 
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of the flefh of wild‘Oxen, Cows, and Bulls, out of a perfwa- - 


fes, who are fuch excellent Accomptants, thatina moment they 
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That there were fome people who could not count above five, 
and others who could not exceed four. 

The Inhabitants of Guazzny having counted to Ten, were 
wont to fet a mark, andthen begin again. Certain Savages of 
the Septentrional part of America, to exprefs a great number, 
which it wasimpoflible for them to name, make ufe of an edfie 
kind of demonftration, taking their hair or fome fand in their 
hands; a fort of comparifons which are frequent in holy Scri- 
pture.... The Inhabitants of the Caribby-Ilands have alfo their 
Invention:to fupply the defect of Arithmetick; for when they 
are'to go to the Wars,.and are to be ready at their general 
Rendezvouz on acertain day, they takeeach of them one af- 
ter another,an equal number of Peafe, in their folemn Affem- 
bly.5 as forinftance, thrice or four times Ten, and fome certain 
number under Ten, if need be, according as they are refolv’d 
to advance their Enterprife; they put up thefe Peafe ina little. 
Gourd, and every morning they take out one, and caft it away, 
till there are none left, and then the appointed time for their 
departure is.come, and the next day they are to be upon their 
march: Another. way they have isthis,every one of them makes 
fo! many knotson a little Cord,- and every day they unty one, 
and. when they are come to the laft they make ready for the 
Ruendezvouz: Somtimes alfo they take little pieces of Wood 
upon which they make fo many notches as they intend to fpend 
days in their preparation; every day they cut off one of the 
notches, and when they come to the laft, they take their march_ 
__ towards the place appointed. ‘ ; 
The Captains, the Boyez,, and the moft ancient among them, 
have more underftanding than the common fort, and by long 
experience, join’d to what they had receiv’d by tradition from 
their Anceftors,they bave acquir'd a grofs knowledge of divers 
Stars 5 whence it comes that they count the Months by Moons, 
and the Years by the Seven Stars, taking particular notice of 
that Conftellation: Thus fome Per#vians regulated their Years 
3 their Harvefts: Thofe Inhabitants of Cazada who live in the 
Mountains obferve the number of the Nights and Winterss and, 
the Soriquefes count by Suns. But though the more judicions 
among the Caribbians difcern the Months, and the Years, and 
obferve the different Seafons, yet have they not any Monu- 
ments of Antiquity, and cannot tell how long it is fince the 
frft of thew Nation left the Continent, and fetled themfelves 
in. the Iflands 5 but all the account they are able togive of itis, 
‘That neither themfelves, nor their Fathers, nor their Grandfa- 
thers could remember any thing of it 5 nor can they tell what | 
age they areof, nor give any precife account of the time when 
the Spawiards came into their Country , nor of feveral other 
things of that nature; for they take no notice of ought of this 
kind, and make no account of knowing what is done in the 
“Werld.. Nn 2 "CB ates 
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CHAP. XIIL 


Of that which may be called Religion among the 
boils Caribbians. . 


TT “Here is no Nation fo favage, no People fo barbarous, but 


— they have fome opinion and perf{wafion of a Divinity, 


Tufe. Quoft. faid Cicero; nay, Nature her felf feems to have been fo indul- 


gent to Mankind, as to make fome impreflion of a Divinity in 
the minds of Men; for what Nation, what kind of Men are 
there, but have, without any previous learning it from others, 
a natural fentiment of the Divinity ? We may with juft reafon 
admire thefe noble Illuminations proceeding out of the mouth 
of aman groping in the darknefs of Paganifm: But things are 
come to that pafs now, that it will be a hard matter to make 
good the famous words of that incomparable Orator and Prince 
of Roman Eloquence: For the poor Savages of the ancient 


People of the Avtes in Per#, and of the two Provinces of the 


Chirrhuanes ot Cheriganes, thofe of moft of the Countries of 
New-France, New-Mexico, New-Holland, Brafil, New-Nether- 


lands, Terra del Fuego, the Aroxagues, the Inhabitants about | 


the River Cayeuna, the Ilands of Robbers, and fome others, if 


we may credit Hiftorians, have not any kind of Religion, and 


do not adore any Sovereign Power. | 


Thofe alfo who have convers 
bitants of the €arébby-Mlands, are forc’d to acknowledge, That 
they have, by the violence of their brutith paffions, fmotherd 
all the apprehenfions Nature had beftow’d on them of a Divi- 
nity; that they have rejected all the DireCtions and Inftruati- 
Ons which might guide them to the knowledge thereof; and 
confequently, that by the juft judgment of God they are fig- 
rounded by {0 dreadful a night, that there is not to be fea 
among them either Invocation, or Ceremonies, or Sacrifices, 
or, in fine, any Exercife or Affembly whatfoever if order to 
Devotion: nay,they are fo far from having any of thefe things, 
that they have hot fo muchas a name to exprefs the Divinity, fo 
far are they from ferving it ; fo that when any one would {peak 
to them concerning God, he muft ufe thefe circumlocutions; 
He who hath created the World,who hath made all things,who gives 
life and fuftexance to all living Creatures, or fomthing of that 


‘kind: They aré accordingly fo blinded and brutifh, that they 


do. not make any acknowledgment of the Lord of Nature, in 
that-admirable work of the Univerfé; wherein he hath been 


pleas'd to reprefent himfelf in a thoufand immortal colours, _ 


and make his adorable Omnipotency as it were vifible to the 
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eye: Thencecomes it that they are deaf to the voicesofan ~~ __. 
infinite number of creatures which continually preach unto 
them the prefence of their Creator: And {fo they daily ufe the 
benefits of theit Sovereign Mafter, without ever reflecting 
that he is the Author thereof, and making any acknowledg- 
ment ‘of his goodnefs, who hath fo liberally fupplyed them 
therewith. ~- | 
~Phey fay that the Earth is the indulgent Mother, who fur- 
nifhes them with all things neceffary to life: But their terre- 
ftrial minds ate not raifed to any apprehenfion of that Almigh- 

» ty and all-merciful Father who fram’d the Earth, and by the 
continual influence of his Divinity impregnates it with the ver- 
tue of producing ‘all things for the nourifhment of man: If 
any one {peak to them concerning that Divine Effence, and di- 
fcourfe with them'of the myfteries of Faith,they will hearkento 
all that is faid with much patience : But when the difcourfe is at 
an end, they anfwer as it werein jeft, Friend thou -art very elo- 
quent, thou art very {ubtle, I would Icould talk.as well thou dof: 
Nay fometimes they fay as the Brafiliavs do, that if they fhould 
fufier themfelves to be perfwaded by fuch difcourfes, their 
Neighbours would laugh at them. 

‘> Acertain Caribbzan being at work on a Sunday, Monfieur dz 
Montel relates how that hefaid to him, “‘ Friend, he who hath 
“ made Heaven and Earth will be angry with thee for working 
“onthisday 5 for he hath appointed this day for his fervice: 
And, reply'd very bluntly the Savage, am already very angry 
“vith him; forthou fayeft heis the Maftey of the world and 
“Sof the feafons : He it 1s therefore who hath forborn to fend 
“rainin due time, and by reafon of the great drought hath 
“caufed my Manioc and my Potatoes to rot inthe ground: 
“ fiace he hath treated me‘foill, I will work on every Sunday, 
“though “tweré purpofely to vex him. See here a pregnant 
example of the brutality of: this wretched people. This di- 
courfé is much like that of thofe fencelefs people among the 
 Topivambous, who, when it was told them that God was the 
Author of the Thunder, argued, that it followed he was not 

_ good, fince he took fuch pleafure in frighting them after that 

manner. But to return to the Caribbians. by paar) 
- Thofe of the fame Nation who live in the Meridional Con- 
‘tinent of America; have no more Religion than the Inhabitants 
of the Caribbies : Some among them havea certain ref{pect for 
the Sun and the Moon, and imagine that they are animated 5 
yet do they not adore them, nor offer, nor facrifice any thing 
to them- It is probable they have retain‘’d that veneration 
for thofe two great Luminaries from the remembrance of the 
Apalachites, among whom their Predeceflors had fometimes 
fojourned. Our Hlanders have not preferved any thing of that 


_ Tradition; but we fhall here fet down ali that may be called 
Oc Religion 
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Religion among them, and what bears a grofs reprefentation — 


thereof. jaan 
They have a natural fentiment of fome Divinity, or fome fu- 
perior and obliging power, which hath its refidence in the Hea- 


vens; Theyfay, ‘ That the faid power is content quietly to - 


“ enjoy the delights of its own felicity, without being offended 
¢ at the ill a€tionsof men, and that it is endued with fo great 
““goodnefs, that it doesnot take any revenge even of its Ene- 
‘‘ mies: whence it comes that they render it neither honour 


nor adoration, and that they interpret thofe Treafures of | cle- 
' mency, whereof it is fo liberal towards them, ‘and that long- 


fuffering whereby it bears with them, either to weaknefs or 
the indifference it hath for the condu@t of mankind. © | 


Their perfwafion therefore is, that there are two kinds of fpi- . 


‘its, fome good, others evil: The good {pirits are their Gods5 
ind they call them in general Akameboue, which is the word ufed 
»y the men; and Opoyew, which is that of the Women: True 
tis,the word Akamboxe fignifies fimply a Spirit, and thence 
t comes that it is alfo called the {pirit of man but this appel- 
ation they never attribute to the evil fpirits: Thefe good {pi- 
‘its, which are their Gods, are more particularly exprefs'd by 
the men under the word Ichezri, and bythe women under 
hat of Chemiin which we cannot render otherwife than by that 
of God, and Chemizgnum, the Gods « And every one {peaking 
particularly of his God, fays Ichetrikow, which. is the word 
of the men,and Nechemerakou, which is that-of the women: 
But both men and women call the evil fpirie, which 1s their De- 


vil, A¢apoya, or Maboya,as all the French pronounce it; butthe — 


Caribbiaws in that word pronounce the B according to the Ger- 
man pronunciation. 


2 


They believe that there 1s a great number of thefe good — 


Spirits, or Gods, and every one 1magines that there is one of 
them particularly defign’d for his conduct: They fay there- 


fore, that thcfe Gods have their abode in Heaven, but they 
know not what they do there, and of themfelves they never — 


propofe to themfelves the making of any acknowledgment of 
them as Creators of the world, and the things contained there- 
in: But only when it isfaidto them, that the God we adore 
is he who hath made Heaven and Earth, and that it is he who 
caufeth the Earth to bring forth things for our nourifhment 5 
they anfwers True,thy God hath made the Heaven and the Earth 
of France (or foe other Country,which they name) and caufes thy 
Wheat to grow there: But our Gods have made our Country, and 
caufe our Manioc to grow. a Wry 103 

It is affirmed by fome,that they call their falfe Gods des Rio- 
ches; but that word is not of their Language, but is derived 


' from the Spamifh : The French affirm the fame thing after. the 


Spaniards 5 and if the Caribbians make ufe of it, they doit not 
among 
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‘among themfelves but only among Strangers: So that from 
what hath been faid it is apparent, that though thefe Barbari- 
ans havea natural {entiment of fome Divinity; or fome fupe- 
rior Power, yet it is intermixt with fo many extravagances, and 
involv'din fo great darknefs, that it cannot be {aid thofe poor 
people have any knowledge of God: For the Divinities they 
acknowledge, and to whom they render a certain homage, are 
fo many Devils, by whom they are feducd and kept in the 
chains of a dammable flavery, though they make a certain di- 
{tinction between them and the evil Spirits. 

. They have neither Temples nor Altars’ particularly dedica- 
ted to thefe pretended Divinities which they acknowledge, 
and fo they do not facrifice to them any thing that hath had 
life; butthey only makethem offerings of Cafava, and of the 
firft of their Fruits; and when they think they have been 
healed by them of fome difeafe, they make a kind of wine or 
a feaft in honour of.them, and by. way.,of acknowledgment, 
and as it were to exprefstheir gratitude, they offer them fome 
Caffava, and Oxicow .a\\ thefe offerings are called by them Ana- 


crz. Their Houfes:being made after on oval figure, and the 


roof reaching to the ground, they fet at one end of the Hut 
their Offeringsin Vedlels according to the nature of the thing, 
uporone or more Astontoxs,or little Fables made of Bull-ruthes 
and the ‘leaves of the tree called.the Latamier: Every one 
may make his Offerings to his Godin his own Houfe, or Cot 5 
but whenitis donein order to invocation, there, mult be one 
of the Boyez prefent: All thefe Offerings are not accompa- 
ny’d with any adoration, or Prayers, and they confift only in 
the bare prefentation of thofe gifts. heed eee 

They alfo invocate their falfe Gods when they defire their 
prefence ; but that is to be done by the interpofition of the 
Boyez, that isto fay, their Priefts, orto fay better, their AZz- 
giciaas:, and this they do efpecially upon four occafions. 

1. To demand revenge on fome body who hath: done 
them any mifchief, and to bring fome punifhment upon 
him. ; | 


they are recovered, they make Wines, as they are calledinthe 
Iflands, that is, Affemblies of rejoycing and congratulation, and 
debauches in honour of them, as it were by way. of acknow- 
ledgment of their favour: And their Magicians do alfo per- 
form the office of Phyfitiansamong them, by an.affociation of 
Magick and Medicine, never doing any cure, or applying any 
alia but what are accompany by fome: act of fuper- 
ition. sy 49 Hg! fe at 
3. They confule them alfo to know the event of their 
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2. To be heifed of fome difeafe wherewith they are trou- - 
bled, and to know what will be the iffue thereof: And when 
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4. Laftly, they invocate thofe fpirits by the means of their 
Boyex, to obtain of them that they would drive away Ad¢aboya, 
or the evil Spirit: Butthey never invocate Maboya himfelf, as 
fome have imagined. | i 


Every Boyé hath his particular God, or rather his familiar | 


Devil, which he invocates by the finging of certain words, ac- 


companied with the fmoke of Tobacco, which they caufe tobe _ 


burnt beforethat Devil, as a perfume which: is very delight- 
ful to him, and the fcent whereof is able to make him ap- 
ear. / 
: When the Boyez invocate their familiar Devil, it is alwaies 
done in the night-time, and great care muft be taken that there 
beno light neer, nor any fire 'in the place where they exercife 
their abominations; for thefe f{pirits of darknefs perfectly ab- 
hor all light : And when feveral Boyez invocate their Gods at 
the fame time, as they fpeak, thofe Gods, or rather Devils, 
rail one at another, and quarrel, attributing to one another the 
caufes of every ones evil,andtheyfeemtofight. 
Thefe Demons fhelter themfelves fometimes in the bones of 
dead men taken out of their graves and wrapt in Cotton, and 
thereby give Oracles, faying it 1s the foul of the deceafed per- 


fon: They make ufe of them to bewitch their Enemies, and — 


tothat end the Sorcerers wrapup thofe bones together with 
fomething that belongs to their Enemy. Thefe Devils do alfo 
fometimes enter into the bodies of Women, and {peak by them: 


When the Boyé or Magician hath by. his Charms obliged his fa-_ 


milar Spirit to appear, he bids him appear under different 
fhapes, and thofe who are about the place where he exercifes 
his damnable fuperftitions, fay, that he clearly anfwers the que- 
{tions made to him, that he foretels the event of a war or dif- 
eafe, and after the Boyé is retired, that the Devil ftirs the 
Veffels, and makes a noife with his jaws, asif he were eating 
and drinking the prefents prepared for him: butthe: next day 
they find he hath not meddled with. any thing: Thefe profane 
offerings which have been defiled by thefe unhappy Spirits, are 
accounted fo holy by the Magicians and the poor people whom 
they have abufed, that only the moft ancient and moft confi- 
derable perfons among them, have the liberty totafte of them 5 
nay they durftnot dothat, unlefsthey have that cleanne/s of 
body which they fay is requifite in all thofe that are to be ad- 
mited thereto. eee 3. 
Affoon as thefe poor Savages are troubled with any ficknefs 


or pain, they believe that they are fent upon them by the ~ ( 


Gods. of fome of their Enémiess and then they make their ap- 
plications to the Boyé, whoconfulting his Demon, tells them 
it is the God of fuch aone, or fuch a one, who hath caus’d 
thofe mifchiefs to them; And this raifes in thofe whoeonfult, 


enmity anda defire to be revenged of thofe whofe Gods have — ; 


treated them in that manner. Be- 
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Befides the Boyez or Magicians who are highly refpeted and 


honoured among them, they have alfo Sorcerers, at leaft they 
think them fuch, who,as they fay, fend charms upon them, 
and. dangerous and fatal enchantments 5 and thofe whom they 
account fuch, they kill, if ever they light on them: ‘Tis ma- 
ny times a plaufible pretence to be rid of their Enemies. 

The Caribbians are fubje& to fome other mifchiefs, which 
they fay proceed from Adaboya, and they often complain that 
he beatsthem: Trueit is, that fome perfons of worth, who 
have converfed a certain time among this poor people, are per- 
fwaded that they are neither molefted,nor effectually beaten by 
the Devil ; and that all the complaints and dreadful relations 
they make as to that, are grounded only onthis, that being of 
a very melancholick conftitution, and having for the moft part 
their fpleens fwell’d and tnflam’d, they are many times fubject 
toterrible dreams, wherein they imagine the Devil appearsto 
them, and beats them: whereupon they ftart up frighted out 
of their wits, and when they are fully awake, they fay that 
Maboya hath beaten them; and having the imagination thus 
hurt, they are perfwaded that they feel the pain. 

But it is manifeft by che teftimonies of feveral other perfons 
of quality and exquifite knowledge; who have fojourned a 


long time in the Ifland of St. Vincext,. which is inhabited only 


by the Caribbians, and fuchas have alfo feen thofe of the fame 
~ Nation who live in the Continent of the Meridional part of 
America, that the Devils do effeCtually beat them, and that 
they often fhew on their bodies the vifible marks of the 
blows they had received: We are aflured further by the Re- 
Jations of diversof the Frezch Inhabitants of Martinice, that 
going into the Quarter of thefe Savages, who live in the fame 
Ifland, they have many times found them making horrid com- 
plaints that A¢aboya had immediately before their coming thi- 
ther treated them ill, and faying that he was Mouche fache con- 
tre Caraibes, mightily incens'd againft the Caribbians ; fo that 
they accounted the Frevch happy, that their Aaboya did not 
beat them. 

Monficur du Afontel, who hath often been prefent at their af- 
femblies, and converfed very familiarly and a long time toge- 
ther with thofe of that Nation who inhabit inthe land of St. 
Vincents, as alfo with thofe of the Meridional Continent, gives 
this teftimony upon this fad occafion: “Notwithftanding the ig- 
“ norance and irreligion wherein our Caribbians live,they know 
*“by experience, and feat more than death the evil Spirit, 

“whom they call Maboya; for that dreadful Enemy doth ma- 
“ny times appear to them under moft hideous fhapes: And 
“what is particularly obfervable, that unmerciful and bloudy 
** executioner, who is an infatiable murtherer from the begin- 
“ing of the world, cruelly wounds and torments thofe mife- 
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‘rable people, when they are net fo forward as he would 
‘* have them to-engage themfelves in wars; fo that when they 
“ are reproached with that over-eager paflion which hurries 
‘them to the fhedding of mans biood, their anfwer is, that 
“they are forced thereto againft their wills by the Ma- 
°° hoya. 

But thefe are not the only people whom that implacable 
Enemy of Mankind treats as his {laves : There are feveral other 
barbarous Nations who can alwaies fhow on their bodies the 
bloudy marks of his cruelties: For it is reported, that the 
Braftlians {hake and fweat with horrour at the remembrance 


of hisapparitions, and many times out of the pure apprehen- 
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fion they have of the cruel treatment they are wont to receive 
from him: Thence it proceeds that fome of thofe Nations flat- 
ter that old Dragon, and by adorations, offerings, and facrifi- 
ces, endeavour to abate his rage and appeafe his fury 5 as among 
others, not to mention the people of the Eaftern part of the 
World, fome of the Inhabitants of Florida and Canada: For 


that is the only reafon they can give for the fervice they do - 


him: Nay it is affirmed that the Nationof the Jems was here- 
tofore inclin’d to make offerings to that Devil, to be delivered 
out of his temptations and f{nares: And one of their own Au- 
thors citesthis Proverb as ufed amongthem 3 Make a prefent to 
Samael, onthe day of expiation. 7 

But how great foever the apprehenfions which rhe Carzbbians 
haveof their Ad¢aboya may be, and how ill foever they may 
be treated by him, yet do they not honour him with any offer- 
ings, prayers, adorations, or facrificés: Allthe remedy they 
ule again{t his cruel vexations, is, the beft they can, to make 
little Images of wood, or fome other folid matter, in imitati- 
on of the fhape under which that wicked fpirit, hach appeared 
tothem: Thefe Imagesthey hang about their necks, and fay 
they find eafe thereby, and that A¢abeya does not torment them 
fo much when they have thofe about them: Sometimes alfo in 
imitation of the Caribbians of the Continent, they make ufe of 
the mediation of the Boyez to appeafe him, and they there- 
upon confult their Gods, as, upon the like occafions thofe of 
the Continent have recourfe to their Sorcerers, who are highly 
e{teemed among them. : | 

For though the Caribbians of thofe parts are all generally 
fubtle enough, yet have they among them a fort of crafty 
companions, who to gain greater authority and reputation 
among the reft, make them believe that they hold a fecret 
correipondence with the evil Spirits whom they call Adaboya, 
as our Iflanders do, whereby they are tormented, and that they 
learn of them things abfolutely unknown to others: Thefe 
Ampoftors are looked upon among this poor people that have 


no knowledge of God, as Oracles, and they confult them if 
a 4 
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all things, and fuperftitioufly give credit to their Anfwers: | 


This occafions irreconcileable Enmities among them, and ma- 


ny times Murthers5 for when any one dies, his Friends and: 


Relations are wont to confult the Sorcerer how he cameto his 
death ; if the Sorcerer anfwers, that fuch or fucha one was the 
caufe of it, they will never reft till they have difpatch’d him 
whom the Pam ({o they call the Sorcerer in their Language) 
hath nam’dto them. The Caribbians of the Ilands do alfoin 
this follow the cuftom of their Country.men of the Continggt, 
as we have reprefented before. ) 
> But this is moft certain, and a thing -which all the Savages 
daily acknowledgthemfelves by experience, That the wicked 
one hath no power to dothem any hurt in the company of 
any Chriftzans ; hence it comes, that in thofe Iflands where the 
Chriftians live jointly with the Cartbbians, thofe wretched peo- 
ple being perfecuted by the Adverfary, make all the hafte they 
can to the next houfes of the Chrifiians, where they find a cer- 


tain refuge againft the violent affaults of that furious Oppref- 


for. 
Ic is alfo a manifeft truth, confirm’d by daily experience all 


-over America, That the holy Sacrament of Baptifm being 


conferr’d on thefe Savages, the Divel never beats nor tor- 
ments them afterwards aslong asthey live. 

A man would think, that this ferioufly confider’d, thefe 
people fhould earneftly defire to embrace the Chriftian Reli- 


~ _gion,that fo they might be deliver'd out of the jaws of that roar- 
angLion. Trueitis, that while they feel the cruelpricks in the 


Flefh, they wifh themfelves Chriftians, and promife to become 
fach ; but as foon as the pain is over, they laugh at Chriftian Re- 
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ligion and its Baptifm. The fame brutifh ftupidity is found De Lery,c.16 


among the people of Brafil. 


CHAP. XIV. 


A Continuation of that which may be called Religion 


among the Caribbians : Of fome of their Traditi- 
ons 3 and of the Sentiment they have of the Immor- 
tality of the Soul. : 


W«* have feen in the precedent Chapter how the Spirits 
of darknefs take occafion in the night-time, by hide- 
ous apparitions and dreadful reprefentations, to frighten the 


_ miferable Caribbians 3 and how to continue them in their Er- . 
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rors, and a fervile fear of their pretended power, they punthh 
them if they-be not fo forward as they would have them to 
comply with their wicked fuggeftions; and how they charm 
their Senfes by Illufions and ftrange Imaginations, pretend- 
ing to the Authority of revealing to them things to come, 
healing them of their Difeafes,revenging them of their Enemies, 
and delivering them out of all the dangers whereto they fhal] 
be expos’d: All this well confider’d, is itto be admir'd that 
thefe Barbarians, who knew not, nor in the leaft reflected on 
the honour which God had done them, in making a difcovery 
of himfelf to them in the many delightful Creatures he hath 
fet before their eyes, to conduct them to the light of their in- 
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{tructions, fhould be deliver'd up toa reprobate fenfe, and that _ 


at this prefent they fhould be deftitute of all underftanding to 
perceive the true way of Life, and without hope, and without 
God in the World? 

We have alfo reprefented, That what indcavours foever they 
might ufe to {mother all the fentiments of Divine Juftice and 


its Juri{diction in their Confciences,yet hath there ftillremain’d — 


in them fome fpark of that Knowledge, which awakens them, 
and raifes inthem from time to time divers fears and apprehen- 
fions of that Vengeance which their Crimes might bring apon 
them: But inftead of lifting up their eyes to heaven, to im- 
plore the affiftance thereof, and by confidence and amendment 
of life to appeafe the Sovereign Majefty of the true God, 
whom they had offended, they defcend tothe abyffes of Hell, 
to invocate the Devil by the facrilegious Superftitions of their 
Magicians, who after they have render’d them thofe fatal offi- 
ces, involve them, by thofeinfamous Contracts, in the deplo- 
rable flavery of thofe cruel Tyrants. } 
Thefe poor Barbarians are fo tranfported and befotted by 
thofe furious paffions, that to obtain fome favour from thofe 
enemies to all goodnefs, and to appeafe thofe Tygers, they 
render them feveral fmall Services 5 tor they not only conte- 
crate tothem the firft of theér fruits, but they alfo devote to 
them the moft fumptuous Tables of their Feafts; they cover 
them with the moft delicate of their Meats, and the moft de- 


licious of their Drinkss they confult them in their affairs of 


greate(t importance, and are govern’d by their wicked coun- 
fels 5.they expect, in their Sicknefs, the Sentence of their Life - 
or Death from thofe deteftable Oracles, whichthey receive by __ 


the means of thofe Puppets of Cotton, wherein they wrap up 
the worm-eaten Bones of fome wretched Carcafs taken out of 
the Grave; and to free themfelves from the weight of their 
blows, and divert their rage, they burnin honour of them the 
leaves of Tobacco 5 and fomtimes they paint their ugly fhapes 
in the moftconfiderable place of their Veffels which they call 


Piragas, or they wear hanging about their necksa little Image 


 reprefenting 
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reprefenting fome one of thofe curfed Spirits, in the moft hide- 
ous pofture ia which they had fometime appear’d unto them, 
as we have bintcd in the precedent Chapter. ~ 

It isalfo conceiv’d, That itis out of the fame defign of inf- 
nuating themfclves into the favour of thofe Moatters,that many 
times they maceratetheir Bodies by many bloody incifions and 
fuperftitious ab{tinences, and that they have fo great a venera- 
tion for che Magicians, who are the infamous Minifters of thefe 
infernal furies, and the Executioners of their enraged Pafii- 
ons: Yet have not thefe abus'd wretches any Laws determining 
the precife time of ali thefe damnable Ceremonies; but the fame 
wicked Spirit which inclines them thereto, finds them occafions 
enough to exercife them, either by the ill treatment they re- 
ceive from him, or their own curiofity to know the event of 
fome military Enterprife, or the fuccefs of fome Difeafe, or 
laftly to find out the means of revenging themfelves of their 
Enemies. 

But fince thofe who have liv’d many years in the midft of 
that Nation unanimoufly affirm, That in their greateft diftref- 
festhey never faw them invocate any of thofe Spirits, we are 
perfwaded, that all thofe little Services, which fear forces from 
them rather then reverence or love, ought not to be acceunt- 
eda true Worfhip, or acts of Religion; and that we fhall give 
thofe fooleries their right denomination, if we call them Super- 
fticions, Enchantments, Sorceries, and fhameful productions 
of that Art which is as black as are thofe Spirits of darknefs 
whan their Boyez confult : And we may conclude alfo, that 
the meat and drink which they prefent to thofe counterfeit D1- 
vinities, cannot be properly calied Sacrifices, but exprefs Com- 
pacts between the Divels and the Magicians, obliging them to 
appear when they call for them. 

So that it is not to be thought ftrange, that in all thefe weak 
fentiments which moft of the Carabbians have of whatever hath 
any appearance of Religion, they fhould among themfelves 
laugh at the Ceremonies of the Chriftians, and think the worfe 
of thofe of their Nation who exprefs any inclination to be Ba- 
ptifed: The fureft way therefore for thofe whofe hearts God 
fhould open to believe the holy Gofpel,would be to leave their 
Country and Friends,and to go into fome of thofe Iflands which 
areinhabited only by Chriftians: For though they are not fo 
fuperftitious as the people of the Kingdom of Calecut, who 
think ita horror only to touch a perfon of a contrary perfwafion 
totheirs, asif they werethereby defil'd 5 nor yet fo rigorous 
as they are inthe Kingdom of Pegw, where when a man embra- 
ces the Chriftian Religion, the wife celebrates his Funeral as if 
he were dead, anderetts a Tomb, at which having made her 

Lamentations, fhe is at liberty to marry again, as if fhe were 


effectually a Widow 5 yet he among the Caribbians who fhould 
| embrace | 
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embrace Chriftianity, would expofe himfelf to thoufands of , 
reproaches and affronts, if he continu'd his aboad among them. Hl 
When they fee the Affemblies and Service of the Chriftians, Ht 
they are wont to fay, isis pretty and divertive, butit is not the 
fafhion of their Country 5 not exprefling in their prefence either 
hatred or averfion to the Ceremonies, as did the poor Savages 
who liv’d in the Ifland of Hifpaniola, and the neighbouring 
(lands, who would not be prefent at the Service of the Spazz-_ 
ards, much lefs embracetheir Religion, becaufe, asthey faid, 
they could not be perfwaded that perfons fo wicked and fo eru- 
el, whofe unmerciful barbarifm they had fo much experienc’d, 
could have any good belief. 3 
~ Some Priefts and Religious men, who had been heretofore 
inthat Country, having been over-forward in the baptizing of 
fome before they had inftructed them in that Myftery, have 
been the caufe that that Sacrament is not in fuch reputation 
among the Caribbians as otherwife it might have been: And 
whereas their Godfathers and Godmothers gave them new 
Cloathes, and made them fome other little Prefents onthe day 
of their Baptifm, and treated them very fumptuoufly, within r 
eight days after they had received that Sacrament they @efired _— 
to receive it again, that they might have other Prefents and 
good cheer. 
Not many years fince, fome of thofe Gentlementook into 
their charge a young Caribbian, their Catechumen, born in 
Dominico, whofe name was Ya Marabouy, a Son of that Cap- 
‘tain whom the French callthe Baron, and the Indians Orachora 
Caramiana, out of a defign to fhew him one of the greateft and 
moft magnificent Cities in the World, which was Pars; they 
brought him over-Sea, and after they had fhewn himall the Ra- 
rities of that great City, he was baptiz’d there with great fo- 
lemnity, inthe prefence of many Perfons of Honour , and na- 
med Lewis : Having fojourn’d a while in thofe Parts, he was 
fent back into hisown Country, loaden indeed with Prefents, 
but as mucha Chriftian as when he came out of it, becaufé he 
had not been fully inftruéed in the Myfteries of Chriftian Re- 
ligion: As foon as he had fet foot-in his own Ifland he laugh’d 
at all he had feen, as if it had been but a May-game, and faying 
the Chriftians were an extravagant fort of people, he return’d 
‘into the Company of the other Savages, put off his Cloathes, 
and painted his Body over with Roucoz, ashehaddone before: 
-To fhew the inconftancy and lightnefs of the Caribbiansim 
the Chriftian Religion, when they have once embrac’d it, there 
‘isa Story,,how that while M. 4zber was Governour of Garde- 
loupe he was often vifited by a Savage of Dowminico, who had 
liv’d a long time at Sevil in Spaiz, where he had been baptiz'd 5 
but being return’d into his Iland, though he made as many 
Signs of the Crofs as one would defire, and wore a great pe fe 
d 3 
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ked among his own people, and retain’d nothing of what he 
had feen and beentaught at Sevil, fave that he put on an old 
Spanifh Habit, the more to ingratiate himfelf when he came to 
vifit the Governour. 

They have avery ancient Traditioa among them, which 
fhews that their Anceftors had fame knowledg of a Superior 
Power which tookacare of their Perfons, and whofe favou- 
rable affiftance they were fenfible of; but this Light their bru- 
tifh Children have fuffer’d to be extinguifh’d, and through their. 
ignorance never reflected on it: They fay then, That their. 
Anceftors were poor Savages, living like Beafts in the midft of 
the Woods, without Houfes or places where they might te- 
treat, living onthe Herbs and Fruits which the Earth produc’d 
of it felf without manuring 5 whilft they were in this mifera-. 
ble condition, an old man among them, extreamly weary of 
that brutifh kind of life, wept moft bitterly, and, orewhelm’d 
with defpair, deplor’d his wretched condition ; whereupon a 
Man aij in white appear’d to him defcending from Heaven, and 
coming neer, he comforted the difconfolate old man, telling 
him, That he was come to affift him and his Countrymen, and 
to fhew them the way to lead a more pleafant life for the fu- 
ture; Thatif any one of them had fooner made his complaints 
to Heaven, they had been fooner relieved; That on the Sea- 
fhore there was abundance of fharp Stones, wherewith they 
might fell down Trees to make Houfes for themfelves; And, 
That the Palmand Plantine Trees bore Leaves fit to cover the 
Roofs of them, and to fecure them again{t the injuries of the 
Weather; That to affure them of the particular care he had 

of them, and the great affection he bore their fpecies, beyond 
thofe of other Creatures, he had brought them an excellent, 
Root, wherewith they might make Bread, and that no Beaft 
fhould dare to touch it when it was once planted: and that he 
would have them thence-forward make that their ordinary fue 
ftenance - The Cargbbians add further, ‘Fhat thereupon the 
charitable unknown perfon broke a ftick he had in his hand in- 
to three or four pieces, and that giving to the old man, he com< 
manded him to put them into the ground, afluring him that 
when he fhould come a while after to dig there, he fhould find 
agreat Root; and that any part of what grew above-ground, 
fhould have the virtue of producing the fame Plant: he after- 
wards taugiit him how it was to be ufed, telling him the Roget 


was'to be fcraped with arowgh and {potted Stone, which was 
fe 


to be had at tine Sea-fide 5 that the juice ifluing by means of. 


thar {craping, was to be laid afide as a moft dangerous poifon 3 
and then withthe help of fire a kind of favory Bread might be 
made of it, on which they might live pleafantly enough. The 
old man did what had been enjoin’d him, and at the end of nine 
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Moons (as they fay) being extreamly defirous to know the fuc- 
cefs of the Revelation, he went tofee the pieces he had plant- 
ed inthe ground, and he found that each of them had produ- 
ced many fair and great roots, which he difpofed of as he had 
been commanded : Thofe of Dozinico who tell this ftory, fay 
further, that if the old man had vifited the pieces at the end of 
three days, inftead of nine months, he would have found the 
roots grown to the fame bignefs, and that they had been pro- 
duc'd in thattime: But in regard he went notto look what 
became of them, till after the expiration of fo long atime; the 
Manioc continues to this prefent all that time in the ground, 
before it be fit to make Caffava of. 3 

This is all we could get from the Caribbian Tradition, and 
we conceiv'd it might well be fet here at length, fince it is the 
only one that is related among this ignorant people, who trou- 
ble themfelves not to know the Name and Quality of that kind 
and heavenly Benefactor who hath obliged them fo much, nor 
torender him any acknowledgment or honour: The Pagans 
were much more grateful in honouring Ceres, from whom they 
faid they received Corn, and the invention of making bread ¢ 
And the Peruvians, though they knew not the great Pachaca- 
mac, that is, him whom they held to be the foul of the Univerfe, 
and the Sovereign Author of their lives and all they had, yee 
did they adore him in their hearts with much refpe& and vene- 
ration, and rendring him externally by their geftures and 
words great expreflions of their fubmiflion and humility, as 
tothe unknown God. 

The Caribbians believe they have every one of them fo ma-_ 
ny fouls asthey feel beatings of Arteries in their bodies, be- 
fides that of the heart: Now of all thefe fouls the principal, 


as they fay, is inthe heart, and after death it goes to Heavem 


with its Ichezri, or its Chemin, that is, with itsGod,who carries - 
it thither to live there in the company of the other Gods: And 
they imagine that it lives the fame kind of life as man lives 
here below :~Thence it comes that tothis day they kill flaves 
onthe Tomb of the dead, if they canmeet with any that had 
been in the fervice of the deceafed, to go and wait upon him 
inthe other world: For itis to be obferved, that they do not 
think the Soul to be fo far immaterial as to be invifibles but 
they affirm it to be fubtile, and of thin fubftance as a purified 
oy 5 andthey have but thefame word to fignifie heart and 

ul. 
Asfor the other fouls, whicheare not inthe heart, they 
believe fome go after death and live on the Sea-fide, and that 
they caufe Veffels to turns They call them Oumekou; the 
others, as they conceive, go and live in the Woods and Forefts, 
and they cdllthem AZaboyas. 

Though moft of this poor people believe the ——e_~, 
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of the foul,’ as-we have reprefented it, yet they fpeak focon- 
faledly, “and with fo much uncertainty of the ftate of the foul 
feparated from the body, that we fhotld fooner have done té 
fay they'were abfolutely ignorant thereof, than fet down their 
éxtravapant Relations. Some affirm, that the moft valiant of 
their "Nation aré-carried after their death into certain Forté 
nate Ifands, where they have all things at their wifh, and that 
the drowagues are there their {laves 5 that they fwim unwearied 
i reat Rivers; that they live delicioufly, and {pend the'time 
in dancing, playing. and feafting, in.a land which produces in 
abundance All forts of excellent fruits without any cultiva- 
tion: On thé contrary they hold, that thofe who were cowardly 
8 aftaid'ts goto the wars againft their Enemies, do after death 
” fervethe Arouagues, who inhabite barren and-defart Countries 
beyond the Mountains: But othérs who'are more brutifh' ne- 
_ver trouble themfelves about their condition after death, nor 
ever think or fpeak of it: And if'any queftion be put to them 
concerning it; they know hot what anfwer to make. 
: ol Yee'they have all had heretofore a’certain belief of the im- 
mortality of the'Soul, but after a very grofs manner,as may be 
deduc'd' fom ‘the Ceremonies of their Interrments, and the 
prayers’they make’to the dead; that they would return to 
life’, ‘aswe fhall reprefent more at large inthe laft Chapter of 
this Hiftory 5 asalfo from this,that the moft politeamong them 
aerate prefent’of that’ perfwafion, that after'death ‘they fhall 
go to Heaven, to which place they fay their Anceftors are gone 
before thems-but they never enquire after the way they are 
to take to attain that happy abode. » Accordingly, when their 
 Boyez, whorvalfo at the'part of Phyfitians, ‘defpair of curing 
their difeafes,and that theDevils have foretold by their mouths 
that there is no further ‘hopes of life, they give them this com- 
fore, that their Gods’ will condu@ them to Heaven, where they 
fhali liveateafe without any fear of ficknefs. yet. 
_ -o'Phebeliefof the Calecutiansas'to this Article is worfe than Pirard’s 
that of our Cartbbianss and their'tranfmigration is an extrava- Travels part 
gant'kind of immortality : For they believe’ that théir fouls t.% 27. 
atthe departure out of ‘their bodiesate lodg’d-in-thofe of wild: , 
Oxeh, or: fome other beaft.° “Phe Brafiizans are in this point’ 
more rationals for they conceive that the fouls of the wicked’ 
go after'death to the Devil, who beats and torments them, but’ 
that the:fouls of the jut are entertain’d with dancing and good ' 
cheet invdelightful plains beyond'the Mountains: And it is” 
pleafantxo'think that moft of the Savages of America place the 
fovereign felicity of the other lifein dancing. © 7 
29 The Refurrection ofthe body isiby the Carzbbians account- 
éd a pure ifoolery 5 their Theology is too obfcure to receive fo Garcilafi 
great an illumination: We may therefore well wonder at a {mall ; a ; De 
glimpte of this facred truth inthe “ Virginians, fince it is Gerke O75 
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ap int wherein the ancient Pagans {aw aslittle as our Caribbie 


ans: There is alfoa {mall {park of icamong the Ivdians of Pew 4 


ra, as moft Authors affirm. | ae ety Sica: 

“But though the Carabbiazs have fo little knowledge and fear 
of, God, as we have reprefented, yet are they extreamly afraid 
of his voice,that is Thunder 5 that dreadful voice which makes 
fuch a ftir in theclouds, which is, attended..by fuch \flames of 
fire;which fhakes the foundations of the Mountains, and. makes 
the Nerges and Caligulaes of this world to tremble ;; dlsys: 
ges therefore afloon as they perceive the approaches of the 
Tempeft, which commonly comes along with that yoice,, make 
all the hafte they can-to their’ little houfes,and.fit, dewn.on low, 
{tools about the fire, covering their. faces and refting their heads 
on their hands and kneessand in that pofture they fall.a weeping, 
and. fay in their Gibberith, Maboya mouche fache, contre Caraibe, 


that is, Mabayavis very angry with them: and they fay the fame 


when there happens a Hurricane : They give not evet-that la- 
menting exercife, till the Hurricane ya quite over, and they 
are extreamly. aftonifh'd, that, the Chriftians fhould.exprefs fo 
fo, little affliction;and; fearupon, thofe! ogcafions: , Thus the 
Grand Tartarsare mightily afraid of ‘Thunder, | and. when they, 
hear it, they drive all:ftrangeys out of their houfes,and..wrap, 


themfelves up, in Garments of coarfe. cloth, which they put 


not off till thenoife be overs And divers other, barbarous.Na= 


tions are no lefsfrighted than theCarébbiqxsupomthe like occan, 


fions - Nay.itisreported thatthe Peruvians, the Cumanefes, the 
Chinefes, and the; Moluckefesimitate them in lamentations, and: 
frights, when there happens an Eclipfe. 9:5) itisot ime os 

¥et isit true, that fince the Carzbbiazs have conyerfed fansi« 
liarly with the Chriftians, -fome of theryare grown fo refolute 
asnot.to be afraid of the/Thunder : forifeme have;been feentos 
laugh when it thundred, moft; and, others/ counterfeited the 
noife, pronouncing, a word} which, is: nos cafily| written, andi 
whereof the foundicomes fomewhat ncex. shefe letters; Trtnque- 
tenui:,Butitis very, certain withall, thas they: do theirinatun 


ral. inclination, a great. violence .when they: pretendothat they, 


are; not, afraid, ofthe, Thunder, andisitis,puse manitpwhich: 


eggs them on to; perf@nate thaticonfidence,'to penfiyade thole 


who feethem; tharupon thofe emergenelés their iganérofity is 
as great ag that-of the Chriftians:: For {ome of. the drench In: 


~ habitants of Adertinico, whoj havedurprizidithemin-their. Quare: 


ters, whemit thundred and lightned, ane that theyifound:the 
Trattoselaluse among them, fhivering with; fearin thein poon 
uts. Ve engage Tsbist so ss var tot agigia an 
Now.thistrouble.andithefe difturbances which they difeover 

at the hearing of that, coeleftialwoice,aréethey not avifibleefiett 


of, the fentiment they have ofan ipfinite\and, fovereign Powers 
Imprinted by,Nature: on. the minds ofialbmen; anda pregnant 
; . proot, 


- 


es 
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proof, that though thefe wretches endeavour all they canto 
fmother the ftings of their Confciences, yet can they not do 
it fo fully but that they prick and torment them,though againfk 
their /wills ? And is not this enough to make good the faying 
_ OF Cicero, at the begining of the precedent Chapter? For 

though all men do notin words acknowledge that Divinity, 

yetare they convinc'd in themfelves , by a fecret but irrefifta- 

ble hand, which writes this firft of all Truths in their hearts 
withthe pointof aDiamond - So that to conclude, we thall 

fry with that great man, whofe words will put an excellent pe- ee, 
riod tothis:difcourfe, asthey have begun it, That it is innate, De Nat, De- 
and. as it were graven in the minds of men, that there is a or. lib. 2) — 
Divinity. 90>» oP poise : ! } 
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ON Sea STARS OT IEe ii Sa : oe ale 
Of the Habitations and Houfe-keeping of the Caribbians. 


> J Iftorians relate, that heretofore fome of the ancient Inha- Garcil. Com. 
4s Rbitants: of Perw liv'd fcattered. up and down the Moun- vee a 
tains and Plains, | like favage beatts, having neither Villages nor : za i 
Houfes ; ‘Thatothers made their retreat into Caves, andde-" * 

fart and folitary places’: and others took up their quarters in 

ditches and hollow trees: But the Caribbians at the prefent 

arein a condition much different from this favage and brutifh 

. kind of lifes. Trueit is we fhall findit no great task to give a 
*  defcription of their Habitations, for they are at no great trou- pain 
ble about the architecture of them; for they require onlya — 
tree and a hedge-bill to build themfelves a lodging. | 

- Their Habitations ate fomewhat neer one to another, and 
_difpos’d at certain diftances, after the manner of a Villages 

and forthe moft part they plant themfelves upon fome little 

afcent, that fo they may have better air, and fecure themfelves 

again{t thofe peftilent Flies which we have elfewhere called 

Mefquitos and Maringoins, which are extreamly troublefome; - 

and whereof the ftinging is dangerous in thofe parts: where 

there is but little wind ftirring > The fame reafon it is that ob- 

liges the Floridzazs, beyond the Bay of Carlos and Tortugues, to 

lodge themfelves for the moft part at the entrance of the Seay 

in Huts built on Piles or Pillars: The Inhabitants of the Ca- 

ribbies are alfo defirous to be fomewhat neer Springs, Brooks; 

and Rivers, becaufe of their wafhing of themfelves every morn- 

ing before they put the red paint on their bodies. hit 

» Among.ws, and. feveral other Nations of this part of the 
world, the Architeétsbreak their brains in ftudying to make 
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fuch {trong and fumptuous Edifices, as if they »would have 
their duration to be equal with that of the world : The Che 
nefes, at the late coming of the Chriftians among them, ‘expref= 
fed a certain aftonifhment thereat, and charged us with Vani- 
ty : For their parts they meafure the continuance of their 
Houfes by that of their fhort lives: But our Savages of the Ga- 
rvibbies are willing to abate much of that term, and order their 
ftructures fo as that they are oblig'd to build often intheir 
lives: Their little Huts are made inan oval form, of pieces of 
wood planted in the ground, over which they put a Roof of 
Plantane-leaves or Sugar-canes, or fome herbs which they ‘can 
fo difpofe and intermix one among‘another, that under that 
covering which reaches to the ground, they are fecured againft 
rain and all injuries of the weather: And this Roof, as weak as 
it feems to be, makes a fhife to laft three or four years, without 
being much the worfe, unlefs there happens to bea Hurricane: 
Pliny affirms, that fome Northerly people made ufe of Reeds 


for the covering of their houfes; and they are ufed to this - 


day inthe Low-Countries, France,and other parts: The Cari- 
bians doalfo make ufe of {mall Reeds faften'’d acrofs for the’ Pa- 


_ lifadoes, which are inftead of walls to their Habitationss under 


every covering they have as many partitions made as they — 
would have Rooms: A fimple piece of Mat does among them | 


~. the office of our doors, bolts, and docks: There’s nothing 


above their heads but the:roof it felf,and under their feet on- 
ly the bare earth; but they are fo careful in keeping of it clean, 
that they {weep it as often as'they fee the leaft filthupon its 
This they obferve in their private houfes; for commonly their 
Carbet, or publick houfe, where they meet uponfome rejoicing 
account, is not kept over-clean, infomuch that ‘many timesthe 
place is full of Chegoes. - im ht ahd 
Befides the little room where they take their reft, and-enters 
tain their friends, every confiderable family hath two'other 
little rooms: One ferves for a Kitchin, and the other fora 
kind of Store-houfe, where they put up their Bows, their Ar- 
rows, and their Boutous, which are Clubs of a heavy'and fmooth 
wood, which they ‘ufe in their wars inftead of'{words; when 
they have fpent all their Arrows: There they alfo ‘put up 
their Baskets, their fupernumerary beds, withall thetoys and 
ornaments ‘they make ufe of at publick meetings and upon 
days of Triumph: Alkthat trumpery they call by the name 
of Caconnes. | | jolts boi 
As to furniture, our Savages have only.a kind of eo 
beds, which they call Amais, which areas it were great Gos, 
verlets made of Cotton, very neatly woven, and folded toge- 
therat both ends, that they may join the two corners of the 
bredth: Then they faften the Amais by the two folded ends, 
to the principal pillars of their Edifice: Thofe who port no 
oc a : otton- 
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Gorton-beds;make ufe of another kind of Bed, which is called 


Cabaress and this is made-of feveral {mall {ticks laid acrof,-on 
which'they puta good quantity of Bazaza-leaves 5 this Cabane 
isshung ip and fuftain’d by the four corners with great cords of 
Mabot 27 They ‘have-alfo: little Stools or Chairs made all of a 
pieces:.of a red or yellow. Wood, and as {mooth as Marble: 
There are alfo fome among them who have little Tables, which 
hayefour wooden Pillars, ‘and thofecover'd with the leaves of 
that: kind of Palm which is called the Latanier. 

_Fheir. Veffelsas welliof the Kitchin as others, are all of 
Earth,»asthofe of the Maldivefes; or of certain Fruits like our 
Goprds,; butowhich havea thicker and harder rind, -cut after 
divers figures; and made {mooth and painted as well as they are 
able co do it : of ithefe they make fuch Veffels as ferve inftead 
of Platters, Porringers,Bafins, Trenchers, Drinking-cups, and 
‘Difhes: Allthefe Veflels made of Fruits, they call Gozs or 
Gauiis 3: andit isthefamename which the Brajfiligzs give theirs 
madeiof the fame materials: Their earthen Velldls they make 
ufe wf is wedo-of our Kettles and Cauldrons; among others 
they have one kind which they call Cazary 5 of thefe Canarys 
thetteate fome'very large, others little; the little ones ferve on- 
Yy forithesmaking iof fawees or haut-goufts, which they: call 
Fuuudlés 5: butthe greatones are employ'd about the making 
‘of that kindof Drinkwhich they call Oxicon: The Caribbians 
af Martivicodo often bring fome of thefe little Cazarys to the 
Quarteriof the Frexch, who give them in exchange certain Ca- 
counts, thats, {ome toys orother, wherewith they are pleas'd: 
Tihofe ttle Veflels are the more efteem'd, becaufe they are not 
fo-eafily broken asiour earthen Pots: ‘Thefe Vefiels which we 
have defcribed,:as wretched asthey are, are preferv'd by.them 
withasmuch curiofity and care as canbe imagined. . 

| he Cardbhians have alfo, at a pretty diftance from their 
houfes,:a iplace:forsthe eafing of their natural neceflities, to 
whichiwhen they have need they refort, carrying along with 
them «a fharp ftick, wherewith they make a hole in the ground, 
into which: having put their Ordure, they afterwards cover it 
with earth; fo that.there is. never any thing of that kind feen 
among'them):> Wetakethe more particular notice of this Cu- 
ftom of theirs, becaufe it is confonant to what wasdone by the 


—— 


293 


Army. of Irae! as'long as they were in the Field: Tothe fame Deut. c.13, 
mayaalfo be referred the Cuftom of theTurks, who in that cafe Busbequius 
makesapit with a piece of Iron to cover their Excrements, # bis Em. 
which keeps their Camp very.clean when they are in the Field. Safes, 1.3. 
Anancient Author affirms, thatin the Eaft-fzdies a certain Ctefias, 


Bird named Fufia does fomwhat of this. kind, burying its own 
Qrdure foas that it may not be feen; but this fmells too much 


of the Fableto becredited. The Tartars, asfomeaffirm, will Carpin’s 
not fo much as make water within the inclofures of their Habi- Zravels inso 
tations, as accounting it a fin. But Fartary. 


e 


= 


But to return to our Savages: ‘There are to be feen within 


the. inclofures of their houfes a great number of! Poultry and — 


Turkeys, which they breed not fo much for theit own Tables, 
as to make Prefents to their Friends the Chriftians who come - 


to vifit them, or to be exchang’d' for Hedg-bills',’ Wedges, 


foes, aad other Inftruments of fron which they ftand in need 
‘of, | 1 Ue. ile 1 


They havealfo about their habitations good ftore'of Orange- : 


Trees, Citron-Trees, Guavas, Fig-Trees, Bananas, and other 
Fruit-Trees; many of thofe little Trees which bear the Pymar, 
and the Shrubs and Simples whereof they have any acquain- 
tance, to beus’d when they have any need of thems and with 
thefe their little Gardens are bordered ; but within they are full 
of Manioc, Potatoes,and feveral forts of Pulfe,as Peafe of di- 
vers kinds, Beans, Mais, {mall Millet, and fome others: They 
have alfo Melons of all forts, excellent Citruls, and a. kind of 
Cabbage called the Caribbian-Cabbage; which are of a very 


oe aE 


ex 


delicious te But they beftow their greateft pains about the 


culture of the Azaxas, which they prefer before all other 
Fruits. : i: boyat beat 
But though they have no Villages,nor movable Houfés,fuch 
as may be remov’d from one place to another, as is reported of 
the Bedevinsa poor people of Zgyptjcertain Moors inhabitants 


on. the South-fide of Txwis in Africa, and certain Nations of — 


Great-Tartary 5 yet do they often change their Habitations, as 
the humour takes them) for as foon as they take the leaft dif- 
guft to their Habitations, they immediately tranfplant them- 
felves to fome other place 5 and this isdone of a fadden, and 
without defiring any permiflion:of the Cacick; as the ancient 
Peruvians were oblig'dto doof thcir King upon fuch occafions, 

Among the occafions of this change of habitation among the 
Caribbians of the Iflands, ,one isa perfwafion that they thall 
have their ‘health better in fome other place 5 the fame caufe 
occafions many times a removal of houfe-keeping among the 
Brafiltans: Somtimes itis caus d by fome naftinefs done in their 
Habitations, for which they conceive acertain horrours and 
fomtimes the death of one of the houfe, which caufingin them 
an apprehenfion of going the fame way, obliges'them totake 
up their Quarters in fome other place, as if death could not as 


' eafily meet with them theres; but this foolifh apprehenfion is 


..; much more prevalent gvith the Carzbbians of the Continent, 


_ whoupon fuch occafion’ will be fure to burn their habitations, 


and march to fome other: place: This pleafant Superftition is 


obfervable alfo among the Indiazs of the Mland of Coraffao, - 


though thofe poor. people have receiv'd Baptifm 5 for Monfidz 
Montel relates, That being in the great Village of thofe Indians 
named the Afée#fion, and having obferved in two or three pla- 


~ gesfome houfes without any Inhabitants, though they were not 


_ deficient 


* 
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‘deficient in ought,'and ‘others quite ruined, he asked how thofe 
houfes.icarne to befo 3 whereto the Cacick, or Captain; nade 
anlwer, That it was. becaufe fome perfons hadidy’d in thofe  pia- 
ces.| -Dhewncient Pervviazs put themfelves to the trouble of 
duchia removal, if their habitations receiv'd: any prejirdice by 
Thunders .:for theathey conceiv d {uch an abomination there- 
at;ithatthey'made! up ithe doots thereof with ftones and dire, 
thaboo bedy might ever enter there any more. fo jlom 


. Itis+eported, »*That heretofore the mencof the Province of 


Quito lin Pern thought it no fhameto employ themfelyesin-all 
‘things relating to Houfe-Keeping, while their W ives wentabroad. 
walking at:their. pleafires :: And the ancient gyptiavs.did the 
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hikes:if' we may credit Herodotws’: And we are to acknowledg, Lib. z. 


that the:employnient of drefling: Meat in the Kirchen was ac- 


counted honourable Im ancient iGreece’; for ‘honeft Homer in Lib, 9. 


his Iltad -repreients .dchilés making a Hafh , and fpitting ithe 
Meat,..and alli his Courtiers: bufie in the Kitchen for theenter- 
tainment: of the Embafladors of Agamemnom: And as to Fifh, 
ie bathnalways had this priviledge, that Perfons of Quality have 
thoughnrit no.difpatagement to-have a finger in the ordering of 
Beisvol ow to s!u ss) ytoved yori lovidw suet ono 

>: Butsamong the Caribbians:the met: thinkyall thelé employ- 
ments below and unbefitting them; they for the moft:part fpend 


the time abroad, but their Wives keep at hoine; and do all that 


is requifite about the houfe: \Fruve at is, the men fellidown 
Timber for the building of their: Houfes, and when they ‘are 
built" istheit bufinefs to: keep them repair 5” but the women 
take cate'for:alh things neceffary-for the fubfiftence of theFami- 
lysoThe-them go ahuriting andra fifhing,  as| we fhall declare 
more at largeielfwhere';: but:the women ifetch home the Veni? 
fon fromthe place where it'was:kill’d,) and: thé Fil’ fromthe 
Water-fidecs: Itis the! womens work, in fine, to:get in -AfAuioc, 
to;psepare the Cauda} and the Odicow; whichis theirordinary 
Drinls;; ito duéfe alli the Meat, to-fet the Gardens, and to keep 
the howte! clean, and.all:the'houfhold! {tuff in good order 5not 
not tormentiba-the’ painsitheyrake m painting:their Husbands 
with ;Kowcon;' and! fpianine: Cotton: for the ule of the: Family; 
fOithattheyvare:continually employ ‘dj :andtheir work isnever 
atmanjend , while cheir. Husbands divertthemfelves'abroad§ ‘ant 
fothsyrars rather tobe accounted Sldvesthenm Comparions)« x1: 

In the Iflands of S. Mavextiand: Dowzsinieod there are fome C2: 
ribbians who have many Negroes to their Slaves, as the Spaxi- 


ards and fome other Nations have; fome of them they got — 


from the Exeglifh Plantations, and fome from Spazifh Ships here- 
totore calt away on their Coaftss and they call them Tamons, 
thie is;|SJaves: They are fo well ordered, that they ferve them 
in all thingsabout which they are employ’d with as much obe- 
dience, readinefs, and refpect,as if they were the moft civiliz’d 
people in the World. Now 
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Now that we are treating of the Houfes and Houfekeeping of 
the Caribbians, {ome might take occafion toask, Whether, as 
we have the ufe of Lamps, Candles,-and Torches; they donot 
alfomake ufe of {ome light, and fome artifice inthe night-time, 
to fupply the want of the days light? True it is, they have 
learnt of the Chriftians to make ufe of the Oil of Fifhes, and to 
putCotton into Lamps, to light them in the night-tinie; but 
moft of them have no other light in the night thana kind of 
wood very apt to take fire, which they have'ready in the houfe 
for that purpofe, whence wecallit Cazdle-wood; it is\full of an 
unctuous Gum, which makes it burn likea Candle, and being 
once lighted, it gives a {weet {cent : Inlike manner the Inhabi- 


s tants of Madagajcar,inftead of Candlesand Torches, in the night | 


time make ufe of certain Gums which eafily take fire, and they 


> 2.4 putthem into earthen Creufets, where they make a delightful 
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and fwect {melling Fire: And if the Fire chance to go out 
amongthe Caribbzans, they have the fecret of fupplying that 
want: by: rubbing.two: pieces of A4ahot one again{t the other, 
and by that collifion they take fire, and in a fhort time burn 
into.a clear flame: Thus the Brafiliazs, infteed of a Steel and 
Stone, the ufe whereof they have not, make ufe of two feveral 
kindsof Wood, whereof one is:almoft as.tender as if it were 
half.rotten, andthe other, onthe contrary, very hard 5 and 
by that friction and agitation the fire takes in the former: The 
fame tiling is affirm’d of fome forts of Canes, which may be {een 
in the Cabinets.of the Curious. 43} 

«Ehofe who ‘have fail’d to the mouth of the River’ of the 
Amazones relate; that they there faw fome Indians ftrike fire 
with two fticks; but after a manner different from that of our 
Caribbians , for inthat part of the World they have alfo two 
pieces.of Wood, one.foft, which they make flat and even like 
a Bufk, and the other very hard ; like-a ftick fharpened-at the 

end, which they thruft into the foft, which they keepiclofe to: 
the ground under their feet 5 and they. turn the other with both: 
hands fo fwiftly,; that at: laft-the fire ‘takes in that below, and. 
fets it: of a flame: And whereas it -many times happens one 

perfon. may be: weary: of that: exercife,; another immediately 

takesthe ftick in hand, and turns it withthe fame fwiftnefs, till’ 
they have: got-fire: Some may imagine, that thefe ways of 
lighting fireare modern; but there are fome marks thereof in 

Antiquity, asmay befeenin Theopbraftus. © riots. 1a} 


=tthy 
WAS 


~* 


C arp. XVI. The Catibby-Iflands. | 297 | 


CHAP. XVI. 


Of the ordinary RepaSts of the Caribbians. 
Ty ail) “ ' EE he 
A Oft of thofe people who have the denomination of Sa~ . 
Tl cae and Barbarians are gluttonous and beaftly in their 
Repafts:’ The Brafilians eat and drink exceflively, naftily,and:pe Lery, 
‘at all hours, nay they rife many times in the night to that ems,c. 9. 
ployment :, The Canadians are {uch gluttons, that they eat till » 4.» of 
they are-ready, to burft; nay they are fo ravenous, that they ny France 
_ will not lofe fo muchas the skimmings of the Pot: They are ne- 3 
ver feen either to wafh their hands, or the meat they eat: They 
have no other napkins than the hair of their own heads, or that, 
of their.dogs, or the firft thing they meet with: The Granzd- 
Tartars do the like : ‘They never wafh their Dithes or Kettles, Rubriques 
but with the pottage made inthem, , and are {fo nafty that what © Carpm, 
they do is not be related: The other Tartars come not much p46 ieee 
fhort of them in naftinefs and gluttony, ufing their hands.in- pe; Haycoe if 
ftead of {poons to take up their pottage, and eating the fleth of & Bergeron ones 
dead horfes, without any other drefling than fetting of it an 
hour or two. between their faddles and horfes-backs. au like Vin.JeBlanc 
manner (to make anend, of thefe flovenly inftances) the Inha- & Garci. _ 
bitants of Guinny, thofe of the Cape of Good Hope, and certain laffo, 
other Savages eat raw and ftinking flefh, together with the 
_ hairand feathers, guts and garbage, like fo many dogs: But 
we are tq give our Caribbiaus this commendation, that they 
are temperate and cleanly in their ordinary Repatts, as well as 
thofe of the Continent, though fome among them deferve not 
this elogy, astheré is no rule fo general but may have fome ex- 
ception. Monfieur dz Montel, a worthy and faithful witnefs, 
gives this teftimony of fobriety and cleanlinefs to thofe whom 
he had:feen at St. Vincents and elfewhere : But as we faid be- 
fore, they are not all fuch; for thofe who have feen them at 
Dominico give them not the fame Character. _ 


- This people eat many times together in a publick houfe, .as 
we fhall fee more particularly hereafter, either upon the ac- 
count of divertifement and to be more than ordinarily merry, 

-or to difcourfe concerning their wars and common. affairs, as 
the Lacedemonians were heretofore wont todo:. The women, 
-_aecording to thecuftome of fome other barbarous-Countries, 
eat not till their husbands have done,and they have no fet time 
for their Repafis: Their ftomacks are their Clocks and Re- 
membrancers: They fo patiently endure hunger, that after 
they are returned from fifhing they will have the patience to 
broil their fifh over a foft fire on a wooden frame. made RE 
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Gridiron, about two foot high, under which they kindle fo 
{mall a fire, that fometimes it requires a whole day to make 
ready their fifh as they would have it: Some of the French 
affirm, that have eaten fome of their drefling , they have lik’d 
it very well: Itis obfervable generally in all their meat, that 
they drefs all with a very gentle fire. | 

They commonly eat fitting on tow ftools,and every one hath 

his little table by himfelf, which they call Asatouton, as Tacitas 
affirms, that it was practifed among the ancient Germans,and as 
it'is reported at this day to be done in Japan: Sometimes alfo 
, they eat their meat on the ground, kneeling round one by 
another : For Table-cloths, they have no linnen, as. we have, 
nor skins, as the Cazadianss nor Mats as the Maldivefes, nor 
Carpets as the T#rks and fome other Nations, but fair and large 
Banana-leaves newly gathered, which are very fit for Table- 
cloths, being fo large as we have reprefented elfewhere-the fame 
ferve alfo for Napkins, and they wipe their hands therewith - 
- They are alwaies very careful to wath their hands before meals: 
And when they are about the dreffing of any meat, they never 
touch any thing thar is to be eaten, ere they make their hands 
clean: In fine, in all their ordinary Repafts, their fobriety and 
cleanlinefs is fo obfervable as can hardly be imagined among 

Savages. : 
We have faid elfewhere that their ordinary bread is a thin 
Cake which they call Ca/fava, made of the Manioc-root : Other 
Writers have {et down the manner howit is mades yet that our 
Hiftory may not be thought imperfect, we fhall here give a de- 
{cription of the compofition thereof: The root, though it be 
fometimes about the bignefs of a mans thigh, is eafily got out 
of the ground : Affoon as it is taken out it is fcraped witha 
knife to take off a little hard skin which covers it, and then it 
is fcraped or filed with with a Rafp or flat File of Iron or Cop- 
per, of a.good bignefs; and they prefs the meal which comes 
from it in a linnen bag, or ina long kind of pokes, which they 
call in the Iflands,s#zkes, neatly woven of Rufhes or Latanier 
leaves by the Caribbzans, that the juice may be fqueezed out 
of it: The Savages beforethey knew the ule of thofe Rafps, 
made ufe inftead thereof, of certain hard and fharp {tones 
which are to be found on the fea-fhore - They are fomewhat 
like our Pumice-ftones: When the moifture of the Manzoc is 
got out, the meal is fifted through a coarfe cloth, and without 
mixing it with any liquor, it is put upon an Iron Plate,or Plank, 
and fometimes ona broad ftone, under which there is fire 5 

when it is baked on one fide, they turn it onthe others and - 
when it is fully baked, itisexpofed to the Sun to make it har- 
der, that itmay keep the better: It is commonly made no 
thicker than a mans little finger, and fometimes thinner, ac- 
cording to the fancy ofthe Inhabitants: It will keep many 
months, 


} 


— 


-— months; but it eats beft after a day or two making; there, 


are fome who would rather eat of it than of our ordinary 

bread: Andthe greateft miracle'is, that of a root fo dange- 

_ rousof it {elf people fhould by artifice get fo excellent nou- 

~rifhment : Thus the Afoors drying a kind of poifonous Apri- 
cocks which grow in their Country, in the Sun,,and_after-. 
wards boiling them over a fire, make a certain drink thereof;, : 
which is pleafant and may be drunk without any danger... 

- But the Caffava which the Caribbiaws make is very delicate; 
for they have fo much patience to go through with any thing. 
they undertake, that they do better than the Freach, whoare 
fohafty, that they would make an end ‘of any thing affoon as 
they have begunit: But the, Caribbians go leafurely to work, 

and. never confider the time fpent, fo the bufinefs be done to, 
their minds. ernt A sisAte fosderieyt “te 
And whereas fome Ewropeaxs who have ufed Caffava,com; 
plain that it is no good nourifhment, that it injuresthe fto-. 
mack, corrupts the blood, changes the colour, weakens the. . 
nerves; and dries the body; it istobe confidered, thatas cu- 
ftom isa fecond nature, fo that many things, though bad in 
- themfelves, do not prejudice health when one is accuftomed: 
thereto; fo. on thecontrary, thofe which are good: and ‘inno=: 
cent, nay the, beft of their own nature, if a man be not accu- 
ftomed thereto, are many times prejudicial and hurtful: To 
confitm this truth, it is tobe attributed to want of cuftom,, 
what is related by fome Hiftorians of certain Brafiliaxs, who 
being fhut up with the Datch in St: Margarets Fort, could not 
brook the bread and other provifions diftributed to them as — 
- Soldiers, and on which it was neceflary they fhould fubfift, and 
complained that they made them fick, and were the: occafions 
of their death: To this purpofe there is a remarkable paflage 
an the Travels of Monfieur des Hayes into the Levant 5 to wit 


’__ that the faid perfon entertaining fome Tartars at his Table,who 


knew not what bread was, caufed themto eat fome; for within 
two hours after, they thought they fhould have dyed when the 
_ bread they had eaten began to {well andto caufe them great 
ee a ee eee pee 
. There is another kind of bread among the Carabbians made 
of the Spanifh wheat which they call Adais: The Englifh Inhaz 
bitants of the Barmouthos ufeno other: There are fome,alfo 
who inftead of bread, eat the root called Potatoe, whereof we 
have given a defcription elfewhere...__ L ttalaieasy ie ost 
» As concerning the other provifions ufed by the Caribbians, 
their moft ordinary difhes, and which are ufed alfo by the Ca; 
ribbians of the Continent, are Lizards; Fifh of all forts,. Tortoi- 


fs only excepted; and Pulfe, as Peafe, Beans, &c. but their 


“ordinary food (contrary to the Inhabitants of Aadagafcar, who 
havea horrour forthat kind of fuftenance) is Crabs, got very 
aiiGitam : “4 Qq >? clean 
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_ modate themfelves to their humours who come to vifit them § 


~ their'Feathers about them, and theit Guts within them; andall 
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clean out of their fhells, and fryed with their own fat, juice of — 
Citron, and Pyman, which they are great lovers of, and which 
they put abundantly into all their fawces: And yet when they 
entertainthé Frezch, or other Europeans, they are not fo pro- 
digal thereof, and then they accomodate themfelves to their 
palates, ‘6ut-of a’ compliance and difcretion, which argues . 
them'to be fomewhat better than Savages. They call the in 
ner partof the Crab Tawmaly; and of that ic is they make 
their ordinary Ragouft with water, the fine flower of Afanioc, . 
and good tore of Pywaz, In the laft courfe they bring in fruits - 
as we do}3 and ordinarily’ they content themfelves with Figs; 
Bananas, or Ananas: If they eat flefh or any thing that is falts 
ed, itis only out of compliance with ftrangers, toavoidbem@ = 
troublefome to thofe who entertain them, and fo they acconi= 


for then’ they-order moft’of their meat to pleafe them : And — 
to this muft'be referred what we ‘have faid concerning their 
not eating of fale, Swines-fleth, Tortoiles, and. Lamantin. 
-' Trueit is,there are among this people certain men extreamly | 
flothful and‘ melancholy, who lead’a wretched kind of life : 
For they live only upon Bargaus, Shell-fih, Crabbes; Soldiers and 
fuchlikeTafe@s: They-’never cat any ‘Pottage, fior Fleth, un; 
lefs it be that of certain birds which they-broil on the coals with 


the Sawce they uf confifts of the watet! of Atanibe (which be- 
ing boiled lofes its vengmous quality ) fine flower'of the fame 
Manioc, and'good {tore of Pyman, 6 6 SU aa toe 
“© Sometimes they havea deteftable kind of feafoning for their 
meats, and thatis the fat of the Aronagues their itreconcileable 
Enemies: But this hath no place in their ondinary Repatts, asbes 

‘ing ufed only on folémn days of debauches and ‘rejéicing. | 2 

Astotheirdrink, as they do inteveral parts‘of America, the 
fame grains of Mais which ferve' to make bread, iare ufed) for 
the compofition of a Drink whichis accounted 4s'good‘as. 
Wine 5 and ‘as among-us the Wheat which makes Bread will 
alfo make Beer ; fo in thefe Iflands, ofthe Roots of Potatoesand 
Manioc, which ferve to make Bread, ‘there are made two f€ve- 
Falforts"of Drinks, which’are ordinary in the Country >: The 
former and‘moft common, which is*made'of Potatoes boiled 
with-water, is called AZaby = Ieis- excellent good to ‘refrefh and 2 a 
quench thirft, and it hath alfo an appetitive vertue, which cau> 
fes an evacuation of the fandinefs, and all the vifcofities of the 
lower parts: Whence ‘it’ comesithat'thofe who'make ufe of ~_ 

- that Driak, never complain of the Stone or Gravel':) The other 
Drink is called Onicow (from a name'coming nect the Caonin 
of the Brafilians) and is made of ‘the Caffava it felf, boiled 
in like manner: with water: It is ftrained through a coarfe 
cloth, which the Savages call Hibchet > This Drink ‘is more ex- 
ab | aa | Ve cellent 
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~ cellent than the Afaby, and differs not much from Beer, either 


as.to. colour or {trength - The Indians make it very pleafane, 
butof fuch ftrengrh withall, that much drunk it intoxicates, 


' asi Wine:does: They make it of Caffava well and. throughly: 


baked on the plank, then chew’d by the Women, and put into 
Veftels full of Water: or, after it hath been infus’d, and boil- 
ed.for about the {pace of two. days by its own vertue, with+ 
outany fire, asttew Wine does, the infufionis {train’d through 
the coarfe or hair-cloths andthe juice which is gotten from it 
by ‘that ftraining, being kept two daies more,is ready for drink- 
ing'zy'Eomake thiscompofition boil the better they put into 


the Veffeltwo ov three Roots of Potatoes, {craped very {mall. 


Ipmuftindeed be acknowledged that this. cuftom which the 
Savages obferve.in chewing the Caffava before it be put into the 
Vefiel,'is enough to turn the ftomachs of fome 3. but it ismoft 
certain withall, thatthe Drink made after that manner is in- 


 eOniparably better than that which is madeotherwife. 


«The Ozicow is alfomade after another manner, without the 
Roots: of Potatoes, which is this ; after the Cafava istaken 
off the Plank, it‘is laid fomewhere about the houfe and cover- 


ed’ with the leaves of Mazéioc, and fome heavy ftones laid 
thereon, to fet ieimto a heatsand this isdone for the {pace of | 


thieé. or four days): That done, it is broken into feveral pieces 
whichare fpread on Bavana-leaves, and then they are lightly 
{prinklediwith watet, and fo left: Whenthe Ca//ava hath re- 
mainedsfo\for the! {pace of one night, it becomesallred: and 
thenit isgood:'to. make Oxicow; and will make its water boil 
without the Roots of Potatoes. ° Sat 

+) Befides thefe two forts of Drinks which are the moft ordina- 
ry inthe Caribbies, there are alfo made in. divers places feve- 
ral forts of|delicious: Wines: The Negroes, who are flaves in 
thefeIflands, make:incifions im the prickly Palms, out of which 
there’diftils a certain liquor-like White-wine, which they ga- 
therinfeveral little Gourds faften’d to the overtures of thofe 
trees;; whereof each will yield two pints every day, and fome- 


times more: The moft ancientAuthors aflure us,that among the 


Baft-Indiansthe Wine of Palms was very much in ufe, as indeed 
wis at thisday: It is alfo uledin fome parts of Africk, as at Afo- 
nomot apa. batt at : Bee tA S917 
.. Moreover there is in the Caribbies another kind of Drink 
made of Bananas, which isal{o in other parts, and by fome cal- 
led Coufcou: But in regard this fort of Wine, though very 
pleafanviand ftrong, caufes great- ventofities, it is not much 

aufed, «: REPOS. LOTI 
»\- Tocenclude, there is madein thefe Iflands an-excellent kind 
-of Wine of thofe precious Reeds out of which the Sugar is 
gotten: And thisis the moft efteemed Drink of any made in 
the Caribbies; Ie is called by fome Cane-wine, and there is a 
: : par- 


Se 


_ with that of the Inhabitants of the Mland of Good-fortune, 
“one of the Cazaries, who eat abundance of Suet 5 with that 
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which might make it pafs for Sack. Of the fame Canes there 


‘is alfo made a certain Aquavite called Cave-Aquavite , which 


keeps better thenthe Wine of thofe fame Reeds. _ 


There is not any thing in the fubftance of thefe ordinary Re- i ' 


pafts of our Caribbians, which feem to favour of the Savage, 
unlefs it be haply the Lizards; But why may not they be as 
good Meat as the Frogs and Snails eaten in fome’ parts:of 
France ¢ And who knows not that in Spaiz they eat abundance 


of young Affes? Nay. compare the fuftenance of our Caribbé-- 


ans with that of the Canadians, who, befides the skimmings of 


the Pot, which we faid they eat, do commonly drink filthy ' 


and nafty greafe, and prefer the flefh of Bears before any others 


of the Tartars, the Perfiavs, the Chinefes, the Huancas; a Natiom 
of Peru, of the Negroes of Azgola, who commonly live onthe 
flefh of Horfes, Cammels , Mules, Wolves, Foxes, Affes, 
Dogs, and drink the Blood of thofe Creatures; with that of 
the Eaft-Indians, who think the Flefh of Batsand Mice as de- 


liciouis as that of Partridges ; with that of the Brafiliazs, wha. 
feed on'Toads, Rats, and Wormss or, laftly, with that of the 
Tapuyes, and fome other Barbarians, who eat hair minc'd very | 


f{mall, and mix’d with wild honey, and feafon all their Meat 
with the afhes of the burnt Bodies of their deceas'd Relations, 
and mix them with the meal they:bake, which caufes horrour 
only to reprefent, much more to do : Let there be, I fay;a 
coniparifon made between all thefe infamous Ragouts,and thofe 
of the Caribbiaa Nation, and it willbe found, that intheir or-. 
dinary Commons there is nothing barbarous: Yet are we not 
to-diflemble what fome of the Frezch relate, to wit, That they 
have feen the Caribbians eating the Lice and Chegoes they had 


taken; as it is reported of the Mexicans and Cumanefes: but — 


they do not make their Ordinary out of them, and itis parti- 


cular only to fome among them; befides that they do it not 
out of any delicacy they find in thofe Vermine, but only to 


be revenged of them. Mpa ik 
Moreover, the horrour which the Caribbians conceiv d here- 
tofore at the eating of Swines-flefh, Tortoifes, and Lamantin, 


for the pleafant reafons before alledged, was fo great, that if - 
_any of the Evropeans had got them toeat any of them by fur- 
‘ prize, and they came afterwards to know-it, they would be 


reveng'd of thenrone time ot other 5 witnefs what happened to 
‘ ¢ = Z - ’ a 
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particular fecret in the making of it: ‘There is more made at 
S. Chriftophers then any where elfe, by reafonof the abundance = 
of Canes planted there: The juice of thefe Canesis got outby 
a Mill made purpofely for that ule; afterwards itis purified by. 
- firein great Caldrons: It may be kepta Jong time inits perfe- 
ction, and it hatha fweetnefs, ahd withal a certain piequancy, = 
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a perfon of fome note among the Freach : This perfon receiving 
a Vifit from the Cacick or Captain of the Savages of the I{land 
where he liv’d, entertain’d him in jeft with Lamantin, difguis’d 
in the fafhion of a Hafh; the Cacick miftrufting what indeed 
afterwards happened to him, intreated the Gentleman not to 
deceive him; and upon the aflurance given him thereof, he 
made no difficulty to eat: after Dinner the Gentleman difco- 
ver'd the abufe to the Cacick and his Company, that he might 


have the pleafure of, their Difcourfes thereupon, and fee what | 
faces they would make after fuch a Treatment; but they had © 


at that time fo much power over themfelves as to {mother theix 
indignation,and the Cacick only faid to him {miling, Well Friend 
we fhall not dye of it: Sometime after the Gentleman went to 
return him his Vifit 5 he receiv d him with, great civility, and 
made him extraordinary cheer; bur he had given his people 
order to put into all the Sauces fome fat of the Aroxagues, 
whereof the principal Izdians are always well provided: After 
this infamous Repafte was ended, the Caczck, glad in his heart, 
ask’d the Gentleman and his Company how they lik’d his 
Treatment; whereupon they commending it very much, and 
giving him thanks for it, he acquainted them with the trick he 
had put upon them; moft of them were {0 troubled at the 
thought of it,.and had fuch an inclination to caft up all they 
had eaten, that they grew very fick; but the Ivdzaz laughing 
at the {pectacle, told them that he was then reveng’d. 

Thofe who have lately been among the Caribbians of Domi- 

nico and Martinico afirm, That now moft of them make no 
difficulty to eat Lamantin, Tortoifes, and Swines-flefh, nay, all 
other Meats in ufe among the Exropéans 5 and that they laugh 
atthe fimplicity which oblig’d them to abftain from them, for 
fear of participating of the nature and qualities of thofe Ani- 
mals. 
-. They have alfo remitted much of that feverity which they 
ufed towards their Wives; for now they are feldom feen to 
fetch home the Fifh their Husbands had taken: And when they 
hhave beena fifhing, the Husband and Wife eat together: The 
Women go alfo oftener to the Carbet, to participate of the 
Fea(t and the publick rejoycing there made, then they did be- 
fore their Husbands became fo familiarly acquainted with 
Strangers. | 
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CHAP. XVI 
Of the Employments and Divertifements of the > 
| ». Caribbians. ae 


Lexander the Great accouuted Labour to be a thing ‘truly 
Royal; and there are to be feen at this day in the Se- 
raglio at Adrzanople, the Tools which Amurath made ufe of to 
make the Arrows he fent to fome of his principal Officers: The 
Peruvians are much to be commended as to this particular; for 
the Kings of Perw had made Laws, and appointed particular 


1.6. Judges for the regulation of Idle perfons and Vagabonds, info- 


much that it was ordered, That Children‘ of five'years of age 
fhould.be employ’d in fome Work fuitable to their ages nay, 
they {pared not the blind, the lame, and the dumb; but em- 
ploy‘d them in divers things, wherein they might do fomthing 
with their hands : But there are fome people fo lazy, that they 
think Idlenefs a thing very commendable; and the Hifterians 
who have written of the Weft-Indies tell us of certain ftupid 
and brutith Idians of New-Spain and Brafil, who pafsaway the 
whole day fnoring in their Cots, while their Wives go abroad 
to get in certain Roots for their fuftenance. = | 

But our Caribbians are not like thefe laft 5 for they are found 
taking pains and their pleafure in feveral forts of exercifes: 


The chiefeft, andthofe which are moft ordinary among them | 


are Hunting and Fifhing, wherein they beftow the greateft part 


of their time, but efpecially in Fifhing - They are feldom féen | 
to go out of their Houfes without their Bows and Arrows; and- 


_ they are wonderfully expert in the ufe of them, being accufto- 


med to that exercife from their Infancy, asthe Turks alfo ares 
whence it comes, that in time they come to be foexcellent at 
the Bow, that withina hundred paces they will hardly ever fail 
ftriking a half-Crown piece; nay, as they are making their Re- 
treat they can do execution on their Enemies, as the Parthzans 
were fomtimes wont to do: How much therefore are we the 


_more to wonder at thofe left-handed Benjamites, who could 


fling ftones at an hairs-breadth, and not mifs 2° 

When the Caribbians go abroad a hunting ora fifhing, they 
donot take their Wivesalong with them, as fome Brafilzans do, 
who caufe theirs to walk beforethem, fo great is their jealoufie; 
but when they have taken any thing, they leave it upon the 


‘ place, and the Women were heretofore oblig’d to go and bring 


it home, as we have already hinted <\It isreported that the Ca- 
nadians do the fame. : 
Among the Caribbiazs of the Iflands there is no diftin@ion of 


quality — 
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~ quality asto Hunting; but the exercife of it is as free to the 
meaneft as to the greateft among them: The cafe is the fame 
among all the other Ivdians of the Weft-Indies. ae 

_ Asin their private Repafts they never ufe no kind of Fleth, 
if they have not Strangers to entertain, fo ordinarily their hunt- 
ing is only for Lizards; and if they engage themfelves in any 
other kind of hunting, it is upon fome extraordinary occafions, 
when they would treat fome of their Friends among the Exro- 
péazs, or when they intend to vifit them, and would get fom- 
thing of them inexchange for what they hadtaken. 

They are extreamly expert in fifhing with the Hook, and in 
taking of Fifh with the Dart; and a man cannot fufficiently 
admire their patience inthat Exercife 5 for they would be con- 
tent to continue half aday inthe fame place, without betray- 
Ing any wearinefs: And when, after they have waited a long 
time for the Fifh, they come at length to perceive fome great 
one to.their mind, and within their reach, they caft the Dart 
at it, as the Braftlians do; which having faftned, they imme- 
diately leap into the water after the Dart, to feize their prey : 
But befides the Hook and Dart wherewith they take Fifth, they 
- are alfo very excellent in diving neer the Rocks, and forcing 
them out of the holes wherethey fhelter themfelves; as being | 
in that particular equally expert with the Floridiams, who, not De Lery, c. 
expecting that the Fifh fhould come.and fhew themfelves , 12. | 
go and find them out in the bottom of the water, and there 4°cfta, /.3- 
kill chem with their Clubs 3 fo that they are feen coming up F) bicard 
again with the Fifh in one hand, andthe Club in the other. ‘Tis pary 3.0.2. 
a common thing among the Savages to be excellent Swimmers 
and Divers; and it is particularly affirm’d of the Brafilzans,the 
Maldivefes; {ome Peruvians, and the Inhabitants of the Iflands | 
of Robbers, that they may pafs for a kind of amphibious Crea- 
tures. 
_ But if the other inventions for fifhing fhould fail our Carib- 
bians, they have their recourfe toa certain wood, which they 
bruife after they have cut it into little pieces; which done,they 
 caft it into Ponds, orthofe places where the Sea is quiet and 
caim 3; and this is as it were a Sovereign Mummy, wherewith 
they take as much Fifhas they pleafe 5 but they are fo prudent 
asnot to make ufe of this laft expedient but only in cafe of ne- 
ceffity, for fear of making too great a wafte among the Fifh. 

_ After Hunting and Fifhing, they apply themfelves to feveral 
kinds of Works, as to make Beds of Cotton, very neatly wo- 
ven, which they call Amacs: The Women fpin the Cotton 
on the knee, and commonly they make ule of neither Diftaff 
nor Spindle; but fome of themin the Ifland of A/ertinico have 
learn’d the ufethereof of the Frevch: They have alfo the per- 
fect Art of twifting it; but in fome Iflands the Men weave the 
Beds : Befides this, they make Baskets of Bull-rufhes, and pale. 
bakes Re ° 
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of divers colours; wooden chairs all of one piece; little Ta- 


~ bles, which they call Atstovtox, weav'd of the leaves of the 


Latanier-tree; the ftraining-cloths called Hibichets ; the Cato- 


_ ls, which are akind of great bafkets to carry things on the 


back ; feveral forts of Veffels fit for eating and drinking, 
which are polifh’d, painted, and adorn’d with abundance of 
pretty figures delightful to the eye: They make alfo fome 
other little ornaments, as Girdles, Hats, and Crowns of fea- 
thers, wherewith they fet out themfelves on folemn days : 
And the women make for themfelves a kind of Bufkins, or 
half-{tockings of Cotton. But above all they take abundance 
of pains in ordering and polifhing their Arms, that 1s, their 
Bows, their Arrows, and their Boatows or Clubs, which are of 
a hard and fmooth wood, and neatly wrought about the han- 
dles with wood and bones of divers colours. a 
They take no lefS pains about their Péragas, or Veffels 
wherein they go to Sea, and whatever belongs to Peace or | 
War. Thefe Veffels are made of one great Tree, ‘which they 
make hollow, {mooth, and polifh with an unimaginable dexte- 
rity: The greater fort of Piragas are many times rais'd higher 
all about, efpecially towards the poop, with fome planks 
Sometimes they paint in them their Aaboya 5’ fometimes they 


'~reprefent Savages, or fome other-fantaftick figures. ‘Phefe 


Shallops are fo large'as many times to carry fifty men’ with all 


their Arms. Before they had any acquaintance with the Chri- 


_ fans, who farnifh’d them with all forts of Wedges, and’ other 


~ DeLery, 


wae 


Carpenters and Joyners tools, they were put to 2 great’ deak 
of trouble to make their Veflels 5 for they were oblig’d, as the’ 
Virginians, and fome other Savages were, to {et fire at the foot | 
of the’ Frees, and to compafs them about’ a little above the 
foot with‘ wet mofs, to keep the fire from afcending 5 and fo _ 


_ they undermin’d the Tree by little and little: Afterwards to 


Comment. 
Royal,l.1. 
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pierce the wood they us’d certain hard {tones fharpenéd at one 
end, wherewith they cut and made their Pzragas hollow, but 
with fo great trouble and expence of time, that they acknow- 
ledge how much they are oblig’d to the Ewropeans, who have 
taught them eafier ways to do it, by the iron-inftruments 
wherewith they have fupply’d them, Thence it came that the 
Peruvians’thought it fo great a happinefs to have the'tools 
which were brought them by the Exropeazs, that the ufe of 
Sciffers being introduc’d into Peru by the means of the spani- 
ards, an Indzan of Quality admiring the invention, faid to one 
of them, That though the Spaziards did not furnifh them 
with any thing but Rafors, Sciffers, Combs and’ Looking-glaf= 
fes, it fufficiently oblig’d them liberally to beftow on them all 
the gold and filver they had. * Salad i 
The Cartbbians employ themfelves alfo'in making earthen 
Pots of alk forts, which they bake in furnaces; as our ae 
, oO: 
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do: And of the fame material they alfo make thofe Plates or 
Planks.on which.they bake the Ca/jfava. 

‘The dexterity they exprefs in thefe little Exercifes, is a fuf- 
ficient difcovery that they would eafily Jearn other Trades, if 
they were taught them. . They delight very much in handling 
the tools of Carpenters and Joyners ; and though they have 
not been taught how they are to be us'd, yet are they able to 
do many things fince the Earopeans have fupply’d them there- 
with: So that it is to be prefum’d, that if theythad good Ma- 
fters, they would do well at thofe Trades. 

They are great Lovers of divertifements and recreation 5 


and thence it comes they feek after whatever may keep them. 


in a good humour, and divert melancholy : To that purpofe 
they takeia pleafure in keeping and teaching a great number 
of Parrots and Paraquitos. ; : 
To divert themfelves they alfo make feveral Mufical Inftru- 
ments, if they may be fo called, on which they. make a kind 
of harmony: Among others they have certain Tabours or 
Drums made of hollow Trees, over which they put a fkin on- 
ly atone end: Tothis may be added a kind of Organ which 
they make of Gourds, upon which they place a cord made of 
the ftring of; a reed which they call Pite 5 and this cord being 
touch d makes a found which they think delightful. The con- 
certs of divers other Savages are no better then theirs, and no 
lefS immufical to their ears who underftand Mufick. Inthe 
morning, as foon as they are up, they commonly play on the 
Flute or Pipe ; of which Inftrument they have feveral forts.as 
well polifh’d and as handfom as ours, and fome of thofe made 
of the bones of their Enemies: And many among them can 
play with as much grace as can well be imagin’d for Savages. 
While they are playing onthe Flute, the Wives are bufie in 
making ready their breakfaft. = | 
Sometimes alfo they pafs away the time in finging certain 
Airs, the burthens whereof are pleafant enough; and in that 
Exercife they fometimes {pend half a day together, fitting on 
their low ftools, and looking on their fith while it 1s broiling. 


They alfo put peafe or fimall pebble-ftones, as the Virginians 


do, into gourds, through the mid{t whereof they put a ftick 
which ferves fora handle, and then fhaking them they make a 
noife: Tis. is the invention the women have to quiet their 
children. Moit of the Caribbian Songs confift of bitter raille- 
ries again{t their Enemies; fome they have alfo on Birds, and 
Fifhes, and Women, commonly intermixt with fome bawdery 3 
and many of them have neither rhime nor reafon. 

_ Many umes alfo the Caribbians of the Iflands joyn Dancing 
to their Mufick, but that Dancing is regulated according to 
their Mufick. There are fome Barbarians exceflively addicted 
tothat Exercife, as for inftance the Brafilians, who, as de Lery 

a a Rr 2 affirms, 
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affirms, {pend day and night in dancing: And we have faid elfe- 
where, that there are many Savages who make their imagina- 
ry felicity of the other life to confift in dancing. 

But the Caribbians ufe Dancing particularly at their folemn 
Entertainments in their Carbet, or publick houfe. Thefe En- 
tertainments are ordered after this manner: Somedays before _ 
the meeting the Captain gives notice to every houfe, that all - 
may appear at the Carbet at the day appointed: In the mean 
time the Women make a kind of {trong drink of -bak’d Cafa- 
va, and better prepar’d then that which they eg drinks 
and as they adde to the dofe of the Ingredients, fo is the 
drink the {tronger, and more apt to intoxicate: The men go 


a fifhing, or catching of Lizards; for as to other meat they 


feldom prepare any for their own Tables, unlefs they have: 
Strangers toentertain : On the day appointed both men and 
women paint their bodies with divers colours and figures, and 
adorn themfelves with their Crowns of Feathers, their richeft 
Chains, Pendants, Bracelets, and other Ornaments: Thofe 
among them who would appear moft gallant rub their bodies 
with acertain Gum, and blow the Down of diverfe Birds upon 
it. In fine, they all put on their beft faces, and endeavour to 
make the greateft fhew they canat this folemnity, pridingitin 
their Plumes,'and all their other gallantry : The women cide 
thither the Drink and Meflesthey have prepared, and are ex- 
treamly careful that nothing be wanting, which may: contri- 
bute to the folemn entertainment: Our Caribbians {pend all: 
that day and the beft part of the night in eating and drinking, 
dancing, difcourfing and laughing: And in this Debauch they 


- drink much more.than ordinary, that is, they make a fhift to 


get drunk; and the women will not be much behind them, 
efpecially whenthey can get any Wine, or Aqua-vite to pro= 
mote the work: So that what we have faid ot their ordinary 
fobriety holds not at thefe Meetings; no more than it does at 
their going to their Wars, and at their return thence’: and yet. 
take them at the worft, their exceffes come much fhort of thofe 
of the Brafiliavs, who intheir Debauches drink three or four 
days without ceafing, and in their drunkennefs engage them- 
felvesin all kind of Vices. 

Their drunkennnefs and their debauches are frequent, as 
hapning upon thefe feveral occafions:1.When there is any Coun- 
celheld concerning their Wars: 2. When they return from 
their Expeditions, whether they have prov’d fuccefsful or not: 


. 3. Upon the birth of their firft Male Children: 4. Whenthey 
cut their Childrens hair: ¢. When they areat age to go to the 


Wars? 6. When they cut down trees, in order tothe making 
of a Garden and building of a Houfe: 7.When they launch a. 
new-Veflel: And laftly when they ate recovered of fome dif- 
eafe: They call thefe affemblies Ontcou, and fince: they have 
converfed withthe Frexch, Viz, that is, Wine. Buc . 
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Buronithe contrary they have alfo their Fafts, wherein they 
betray the ridiculoufnefs of their humour: For, 1. they faft 
when they enter into adolefcency: 2. When they are made 
Captains: 3.At the death of their Fathers or Mothers: 4. At 


the death of the Husband or Wife: 5. When they have killed — 
-one.of their Enemies the Arouagues 5 this la(t occafion of fatt- 


ing they glory very much in. 


CHAP. XVIII. 


OF the Entertainment which the Caribbians make thofe 


who come to vifit them. 


? [ ‘Eréiit is that out Caribbians triumph over all other Sava- 
i digés impoint of civility : Forthey receive ftrangers, who 
ceine to their Iflands to vifit them, with all manner of kindnefs 


_and teltiinonies of affection. 


They have fentinels all along the Sea-fide in moft of thofe 
Mlahds whereof they are folely poffefled: Thefe fentinels are 
placed onthe Mountains, or fach eminent places whence they 
may. feea good way into the Sea; and they are fo difpos'd, that 
they overlook thofe places where there is good.anchorage for 
Ships, and an eafie defeent for‘ men to land: Afloon as ever 
thefe perceive a Ship or/Shallop coming towards them, they 
give notice thereof to fuch of their people as are next tothem: 
Whereupon of a fudden there come out together feveral Ca- 
nows or-Veflels, in each whereof there are not above three 
menat moft, whoare fent out to difcover what they are, and 
eall to them at a diftance to declare themfelves; for they truft 
not the Flagg, as having been often deceived thereby : and 
they know by their voices whether they be Frewch, Spaniards, 
Bneglifh or Dutch, Someafirm, that the Brafilians and the Pe- 
revians ate fo exact in their {melling, that they will difcern a 
French-man froma Spaniard by the {cent. | 

When the Caribbiaus are not well-aflured who they are who 
come towards them, and perceive that they intend them fome 
mifchief, they put themfelves intoa pofture of defence, pof- 


- fefS themfelves of the natroweft avenues of their Country, 


place ambufhes in the Woods, and without being perceiv'd 
keep an eye on their Enemies, retreating through ob{cure waies 
till chey have found their advantage, and joined all their For- 
ces together 5 and then they let flie a fhower of Arrows on their 
Ememies: That done, they furround them, clofe with them, 
and cut them all off with their Clubs-In fome Iflands they make 


re 
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up a body of fifteen hundred men and more, as may be guefs'd 
by their appearances; for their number cannot be certainly 
known, inafmuch as they themfelves not knowing how to reck- 
on, carmmot tell what numbers they are: But if they are pref- 


fed by their Enemies, they get into the Woods, orclimb up — 


Rocks that are inacceflible to all others; or if they are neer 


the Sea, they leap inand dive, andrifeup again at a hundred, ~ 


nay fometimes two hundred paces from the place where they 
had been feen : And afterwards they rally together, at certain 
Rendezvoufes known to themfelves, and charge afrefh when it 
is leaft expected, and when they were thought to be abfolute- 
ly routed. 


But when they find thofe coming to themtobe friends who 
come only to vifit them, after they have cry’d to them that. 


they are welcome,fome caft themfelves into the water and {wim 
to them, enter into their Veflel, and when they come neer 
land proffer to carry them afhore on their backs, asanaffurance 
of their afieGtion: In the meantime the Captain himfelf, or his 
Lieutenant, expects them on the fhore, and receives them in 
the name of the whole Ifland: Thence they are conduded by 
a confiderable number of them to the Carbet, which is asit 
were the Town-Houfe, where the Inhabitants of the Ifland, 
every one according to the age and fex of the New-comers, bid 
them weleome: The old Man complements and makes much 
of the old Man; the young Man and Maid dothelike towards 
thofe of their age 5 and aman may read in their countenances 
how much they are fatisfied with the vifit. : 


But the firft difcourfe they make to the Stranger 1s to ask. 


him hisname, and then to tell him theirs: And for an expref- 
fion of great affection and inviolable friendfhip, they call them= 
felves by the names of thofe whom they entertain: But to 
crown the Ceremony, they will have the perfon whom they re- 
ceive in like manner to affume their name: Thus they make 
an exchange of names; and they have fuch excellent memo- 
ries, that ten years after fuch a meeting they will remember 
the names of their friends, and relate fome circumftance of 
what had pafled at the former interview: And if they were 
prefented with any thing, they.willbe fure tocall icto minds 


_ and if the thing be ftillin being, they will fhew it to him who 


had beftowed it onthem. 
' After all thefe complements which are paffed at the firft 


meeting, the next isto prefent their Guefts with thofe penfile + 


Beds which they call Amais, very clean and white, whereof 
they have {tore again{t fuch occafions : They defire them to 
reft themfelves thereon, and then they bringin Fruits; and 
while fome are bufie preparing fome treatment, others entertain 
them with difcourfe, obferving ftill the conformity of age 
and fex, ! ‘ 

; This 
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This kind of entertainment may well be accounted more 
rational than that of the Car7bbians of the Southerly part of the 
Continent, who receive theirGuefts after a very odd fafhion,not 
mitch unlike what is practifed by'the Canadians : For the Ce- 
cick of thofe Caribbians conducts him who comes to fee them to 
the Publick-houfe, without {peaking at allto him; then he is 
prefented with a {tool andfome Tobacco, and fo they leave him 
for atime, without {peaking a word to him, till he hath refted 
himfelf and taken his Tobacco: Then the Cacick comes and’ 
asks hin, whether he become? The other anfwering yes, he 
fits down by him and falls into difcourfe: Afterwards thofe of 
the common fort come asking him after the fame manner, whe- 
ther he be come ? And having thereupon brought him fome- 
thing to eat, they alfo fall into difcourfe with him: True itis 
indeed, that our Infulary Carzbbians, in the reception of their 
Guefts, towards thofe of their own Nation, who are ftrangers 
in their Iflands, practife the fame thing as the Carzbbians of the 
Continent: But when they entertain Frexeh and other Earopa- 
ans who would be me, keep filence fo long, they fpeak to 
them,and fall immediately intodifcourfe, as we faid before, ac- 
commodating themfelves to their humour, ‘and, to comply 
with them, croffing the rules of their own Ceremonies. 
-- Bor thé Banquet they intend them was prepared before hand, 
let ‘us naw fee how it is ordered, and how they demean them- 
febves'thereia : They give every one his little Table, and his 
Meffles apart, as the Chzzefes do: Somebring in broil’d Lizards; 
others, fry’d Crabs; fome, Pulfe; and others, Fruits, and fo of 
the reft = Daring the Repaft, they difcourfe with them, and 
wate on thein with the greateft care tmaginable: They think ic 
the greate({t kindnefs can be done them to eat and drink hearti- 
ly3 and allcheir bufinefs is to fill the Cups, and fee that every 
Yablebe ftitnithed: When a man drinks he muft take all off; 
otherwife they are difobliged; and if one cannot eat all the 
Caffava that is given him, he muft puc.up the reft and carry it ae 
along with him, otherwife they will take it unkindly : Thus Busbequiur, 
the Turks wheu they are-at a friends Table, are wont to fill “4 4 
their Handkérchers,and fometimes the fleeves of theirGarments - 
with fragments of meatand bread, which they carry away with. 
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_ them. And among theGrand-Tartars,whenaGueft cannot eat all p abriques 


thar is ‘prefented to him, he muft give the remainders to his in his Tra~ 
Servant to lay up for him, orcarry it away himfelf in his bag vels into 
or pouch, wherein he puts up alfo the bones, if he hath not pick- Tartary. 
ed them clean enough, that he may afterwards do it at his lea- 

fare: But among the Chinefes, when the Gueft goes home, the 

Servants of the perfon who invited him, carries along with him 

the difhes that were left. bn a ear 
‘After the Repatt, the Caribbians conduct you to their’ pri- 
vate Houfes, and into their Gardens, fhew you their Arms,’ 
their 
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their curiofities and their trinkets,and prefent you withFruits,or _ 
fome little pieces of their own workmanfhip. — Pee ly 

If any one be defirous to continue a while among them, they 

take it for a great favour, and are extreamly gladof it, and 

find the fame treatment as at firft: But if they are willing to 
‘ be gone from them, they are troubled, and ask whether you 
diflike your entertainment, that you fhould be gone fo foon. 

With that fad countenance they all re-condud you to the Sea- 

fide, nay will carry you into your Shallops, if you will fuffer 

it: And at that final parting they again prefent you with fruits, _ 

which they force you toaccept, faying to thofe who would re- 

fufe them, Friend, if thou hait no weed of it thy felf, thou veayft 
give it to thy Marriners; {o they call all the Servants and Dome- 

{ticks of thofe to whom they fpeak. The Brafilians and the Cana- 

dians, as {ome affirm, do alfo make prefents upon the like occa- 

fions: And Tacitus relates, that the ancient Germans made pre- 
fents to the Strangers who came to vifit them; but they reci- 
procally demanded fomething of them: In this point the Ca- 
ribbians fhew themfelves more generous, for they give, and re- 
quire nothing back ia lieu of it. Ps ashes 

But it would be an incivility to go and vifit thefe good peo- 
pleand to receive their kindneffes,and not to prefent them with 
fomething : Whence it comes that the Strangers, who goto fee 
them, never go without fome grains of Chryttal, Fifhing-hooks, 

Needles, Pins, or little Knives, or fome fuch toies: And af- — 

{oon as they have done eating, they fet onthe little Table, on 
- which they have eaten, fome of thofe things: Thofe who 

' have prepared the Banquet think themfelves requited a 
_ hundred-fold, and make extraordinary acknowledgments 


thereof. | 
We have hitherto reprefented what treatment the Carzbbi- 
ans have heretofore made to fome of their friends, Freueh 
and Dutch, who took occafion to vifit them: But they ufe 
other Ceremonies at the reception of Strangers of their own 
Nation, or their Confederates, who. chance to come into their 
Klands: There is in every Carbet a Savage, who hath a Com- 
miffion to receive Paflengers, and ig called Nionakaiti: If they 
are of the common fort, he prefests them with Seats, and what 
is fit for them to eat, efpecially a Cafiava-cake folded double, 
_ which fignifies that they may eat as much as they can, and leave 

the reft behind them. . ri 
If thofe who come to feethem, or pafs by occafionally are 
confiderable to them upon any other account, as being fome. 
way related tothem, or Captains, they comb their hair both 
at their coming and their going away, they hangup Beds, and 
invite them to reft themfelves, faying, Ex Bouekra, behold thy 
Bed: They alfo prefent them with A¢atoutous, which are little 
Tables made of Rufhes, or the leaves af Palms or Lataniers, 
as 
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as we faid elfewhere, on which they fet the meat and the Cafsa- 
va not folded, but as they come off the Plank : The women 
ferthem at their feet, andthe men {tanding about, fhew that 
which was brought, faying, Ez Yerebaili, behold thy meat: Af- 
_ terwards the women bring in Gourds full of Ouzcoz; and make 
them drink: Then ‘having fet them on the ground before 
then, the Husband’ whorftands behind the women, fays; Ea 
batoni, behold thy drink: And the other makes anfwer to thefe 
twocomplements, Yao, that is to fay, very well, or I thank you. 
The Caffava wafolded fignifies, eat thy fill and carry away the 
réft; which'they fail notto do: When they have dined. well 
without being interrupted by any one, they all come to falute 
them one after another, faying to him, Halea-tibou, that is, be 
welconié: Butthe women are not much concerned in this Ce- 
remony. As forthe Vifitants when they would depart, they go 
and take leave of every onein particular ; which they exprefs 
by the word Huichaz in their language. 
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GHAP. XIX. 


OF what way be’ accounted Polity amongft the © 
ee ype as Caribbians, a. 
“Wo Here dre-in every Ifland of the Caribbies, inhabited by 
oly the Cartbbians, {everal forts of Captains > a. The Captain 
of.the Carbet; or of a Village, whom they name Tiouboutouls 
bauthe: ‘This,is when a man hath a numerous Family and re- 
tires with it at a certain diftance from others, and builds Hou- 
fes or Huts for to lodge it in, and a Carbet, where all of the Fa- 
mily meet to be merry, or to treat of the affairs which concern 
it in common) thenceit is that he isnamed a Captain of a Fa- 

mily, or of Houfes. eval 
-{,2. A Captain of a Piraga, that is, either he to whom the 
Meffel belongs, or he who hath the command of it when. they 
goito the Wars; and thefe,are named Tiouboutouli Canaoa. 

ne 3.Amongt{t,,thofe who have every one the command of a 
Veflelin particular, they: have alfo an. Admiral or General at 
Sea; who commands the whole Fleet: Him they call Nhalené, 
In fine, they have the grand Captain, or Commander in chief, 
whom they call Omboutou, and in the plural number, Oxboxtox- 
num: Thisis the fame whom the Spaniards call Cacigue (and 
wein this Hiftory call Cacick,) as fome other Indians, and fome- 
times alfo our Savages do in imitation of .them: He is during 
his life, from his firft election to that charge, the General of 
theit 
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their Armies, and he is always highly refpected among them: He 
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appoints the meetings of the Carbet, cither for merry-making 
or deliberations in order. toa War : And he alwaies goes abroad 
attended by all of his own houfe, and fome others who do 
him the honour to wait on him: Thofe who have the greateft 
retinue are the moft highly honoured: If any one gives him 


not the refpect due to him upon the account of his charge, it is - 


in his power to ftrike him: Of thefe there are but two at the 
moft in an Ifland, as at Deminico: They are alfo commonly the 


Admirals when a Fleet goes out: Or haply that charge is be- © 


{towed on fome young man, who is defirous to fignalize him- 
felf upon that occafion. recht . alae 
This chargé is obtain’d by election: and commonly he who 
is advanced thereto muft have killed divers of the Arouagdes, or 
at leaft one of the moft confiderable perfons among them. The 
Sons do not fucceed their Fathers in that charge, if they benot 
worthy thereof. When the chief Captain {peaks all others are 
filent: and when he enters into the Carbet, every one makes 
him way; he hathalfothe firft and beft part of the entertain- 


ment: The Lieutenant to this Capsainis called in their Lan- 


guage Oxbouton maliaricz, that isto fay properly, the Track of 
the Captain, or that which appears after him. 

None of thefe Chiefs hath any command over the whole Na- 
tion nor any fuperiority over the other Captains : But when the 
Caribbians go to the Wars, amongall the Captains they make 
choice of one tobe General of the Army, who makes the firft 
affault : and when the expedition is over, he hath no autho- 
rity but only in his own Ifland: True it is,that ifhe hath behav’d 
himfelf gallantly in his enterprifes, he is ever after highly re- 
foected in all the Iflands: But heretofore, before the commerce 
between the Caribbians and forreign Nations had alter'd the 
greateft part of their ancient Politie, there were many condi- 
tions requifite to obtain that degree'of honour. ° nO 

ft was in the firft place requifite that he whom they advanc’d 
to that dignity, had been feveral times in the Wars, and that 
tothe knowledge of the whole Ifland whereof he was to be 
chofen Captain, he had behaved himfelf couragioufly and gal- 


_ Jantly: Next to this it was neceflary, that he fhould*be fo 


active and fwift in running, asto furpafs all competitors in'that 


exercife: Thirdly, he who ftood for the Generalfhip of an’ 


Ifland, fhould excell all others in fwimming and diving: A 
fourth condition was, that-he fhould carry a burthen of fuch 
weight as his fellow-pretenders fhould not be able to ftand un- 
der: Laftly,he was obliged to give great demonftrations of his 
conftancy: for they cruelly cut and mangled his fhoulders:and 
breafts with the tooth ofan Agouty 5 nay his beft friends made 
deep incifions in divers parts of his body: And the wretched 
perfon who expected that charge was to endure all this, with- 

out 
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out betraying the leaft fign of refentment and pain; nay, on 
the contrary, it was requifite that he receiv'd all with a filing 
countenance,as if he were the moft fatisfied man in the World: 
| We fhall not wonder fo much that thefe Barbarians fhould en- 
dure fuch Torments, in order to the acquifition of fome Dig- 
nity, whenit fhall be confidered, that the Turks do not thew 
themfelves fomtimes lefs cruel towards themfelves, upon the 
account of pure gallantry, and as it were by way of divertife- 
ment 3. witnefs what is related by Busbequins inthe fourth Book 
of his Exzbaffzes, which were too tedious to fet down in this 
lace. 
a! To return to the Caribbians of the Iflands: This ancierit ce- 
remony, which they obferved in the eleCtion of their chief Go- 
_vernours, will no doubt be thought {trange and favages; but 
there is fomthing of the fame kind obfervable in other Nations: 
For.in .the Kingdom of Chili they chufe for the Sovereign 
Captain him who is able longeft to beara great Tree upon his 
fhoulders: In the Country of Wzapoco, towards the great River 
of the 4mazons, to beadvanc’d to the dignity of Captain, he 
muft endure, without the leaft ftirring of the Body, nine extra- 
ordinary ftrokes with a Holly-wand from every Captain, and 
that three feveral times ; but that is not all; he muft alfo be 
put into a Bed of Cotton, over a Fire of green Leaves, the thick 
Smoke whereof afcending upwards, muft needs be very trou- 
blefom to the wretch who 1s fo mad as to expofe himfelf there- 
to;,and heis obligd to continue there till he be in a. manner: 
half dead 5 this {peaks a ftrange defire to be Captain : Nay, 
heretofore among-the Perfiazs, thofe who were defirous to be 
admitted into the Fraternity of the Sun, were requir’d to give 
proofs of their Conftancy in fourfcore feveral forts of Tor- 
ments: The Brafilians, without any other ceremony , maké 
choice of him for their General who hath takenand kilfd moft 
Enemies: And now alfoin fome of the Carzbbies the Caribbians 
themfelves laugh at their ancient Ceremonies at the election of 
their Captain; for having obferv’d that their Neighbours think 
that kind’ of proceeding ridiculous, they now make choice of 
him for their Chief, who having behavd himfelf valiantly in 
the Wars againft their Enemies, hath acquir’d the reputation 
of a brave and gallant perfon. 
Asfoon as the Cacick is receiv'd into his Charge, he is highly 
~refpected by all, infomuch that no man fpeaks if he do not asi 
or command him to do it ; and if any one cannot forbear fpeak- 
_ingas he ought, all the re{timmediately cry out, Cala la bocea, 
which they have learn’d from the Spaniard ; But it fuffices not 
to be filent in the prefence of their Chief, but they are al- 
fo very attentive to his Difcourfe, look upon him when he 
fpeaks; and to fhew that they approve of what he fays, they are 
’ wont to {mile, and that fmile is accompanied by a certain Huzi- 
Hun. Sf 2 Thefe 
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Thefe expreffions ‘of refpeet are fuch as are not to be ac- 
counted favage, as being usd generally all over the World § 


Pirard,Lin. but the Afaldivefes have a particular way of honouring a per- 
foot: Garci- fon; for as they think it a kind of diftefpe& to pafs behind any 


laffo, Des 


one, fo to exprefs.a great fubmiffion they take their paflage juft 


Hayes, atd before him, and making a low obeifance,fay as they go by, May 


others, 


ét not difpleafe you: The Yncas, a people of the Kingdom of ' 
Peru, to exprefs the re{pe& they bear their God, enter into his 
Temple backwards, and go out of it after the fame manner ; 

quite contrary to what we do in our ordinary Vifits and Civi+ 
lities > The Turks account the left hand the more honourable 
among Military perfons : The Inhabitants of Fava think the 
covering of the Head is the greateft a@ of fubmiflion: The. 
‘Japonuejes think it a great incivility to réceive thofe who ~ 
would honour them ftanding ; they take off their Shooes when 

they would exprefs how much they honour any perfon: Inthe 

Kingdom of Gago in Africk all the Subjects {peak to the King - 
kneeling, having in their hands a Vefiel ful! of Sand, which 

they caft ontheir Heads: The Negroes of the Country of Az- _ 
\gola cover themfelves with Earth when they meet with their 
Prince, as it were to fignifie, that in his prefence they are but: 


duft and afhes: The A¢aronites of Mount Libanus mecting their * 


Patriarch, caft themfelves at his feet and kifsthems but he im- 
mediately raifing them up, prefents them with his hand, which 
they taking in both theirs, and having kifs'd it, lay on their 
heads: But they who live about the Streight of Sumda have a _ 
very aE Cuftom, which is, that to honour their Superi- 
ors they take them by the left foot,and gently rub the Leg from 
the Anckle-bone to the Knee; and that done, they in like man= 
ner rub the Face, and the fore-part of the Head 5 an action 
which I doubt would be far from being thought refpectful in 
thefe Parts. nie ae) ‘a 

From what hath been faid it may be deduc’d, That this’ 
Worlds Honour, whatever it may be, Virtue excepted, con- 
fifts only in Opinion and Cuftom, which differ, and fomtimes 
clafh, aceording to the diverfity of Mens humours. 

But to returntothe Captain of our Cgribbians 5 It is his bu- 
finefS to take the Refolutions of War, to make all Preparati- 
ons'in order thereto, and to go upon any Expedition in the 
head of his Forces: He alfo appoints the Affemblies of his 
Iland, and takes care for the reparations of the Carbet, which 
is the Houfe where all Refolutions that concern the Publick 
are taken: In fine, he it is who in the name of the whole Ifland, 
as occafion ferves. gives Anfwers,afd appoints the days of diver. 
tifement, as: we fP htioned before. Ne 

The adminiftrati.n of Jultice among the Carzbbiazs 18 not 
exercis'd by the Cajr4r, ngy by any Magiftrate; but, as it 1s 
among the depen vas, he who thinks hinifelf injur’d - 

! : u 
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fuch fatisfaétion of his adverfary as he thinks fic, according as 
his psffion diGates to him, or his f{trength permitshim: The 
Publick does not concern it felf at all in the punifhment of Cri- 
minals 3 andif any one among them fuffers an injury or affront, 
without endeavouring to revenge himéelf, he is flighred by all 
the reft, and accounted a Coward, anda Perfon of noefteem: 
But, as we faid before, there happen few quarrels or fallings out 
among them. mht 3 ee 

A Brother revenges his Brother and Sifter, a Husband his 
Wife, 2 Father bis Childrens fo thac when any one is kill’d, 


they think it juftly done, becaufe it is done upon the account’ 


of revenge and retaliation: To prevent that, if a Savage of 
one Hfland hath kill’d another Savage, out of a fear of being 
kill’d by way of revenge by the Relations of the deceafed, he 
gets into another Ifland and fetles himfelf there. Thofe whom: 
they think Sorcerers do not exercife that profeffion long among 
them, though for the moft part they are rather imagin’d to be 
fach, than that they are really fo. : 
If the Carébbians fufpect any one 'to have ftollen fomthing 
from them, they endeavour to lay hold on him, and to cut him 
“over the Shoulders with a Knife or the Tooth of an Agouty, as 
amark of his crime and their revenge: Thefe Agoutys Teeth 
among the Caribbians fapply the want of our Rafors,and indeed 
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they are in amannerastharp : Thusthe ancient Peruvians and _ 


the Cavarians, before they had the ufe of our Tron Inftruments, 
madeufe of a certain kind of Flint inftead of Sciffers, Lancets, 
“and Raafors. jays 
_ “The Husband fuffers tiot his Wife to break her conjugal Faith 
towards him without punifhment 5 but he himfelf atts che part 
of both Judge and Executioner; as we hall declare more par- 
ticularly in the Chapter of their A@arriages. They know not 
what it isto punifh publickly, orto obferve any form in theex-. 


hoe 


to fignifie Justice or Judgment. 


ee 


CHAP. XX. 
of the Wars of the Coitibbpais: 


T is commonly at their publick Feafts and Entertainments 
that the Caribbians take their Refolutions of engaging upon 

any War; which humour is not particular to their Nation 5 
for the Brafilians and ;the Canadians do the like: And that it 


cution of Juftice ; nay,they have no word in their Language 


i 


@ay not be thought this is found only among Savages, Hervdo- Lib, rt 


tus 
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tus and Strabo affirm, That heretofore the Perfians confultéd — 


concerning their moft important affairs at their great Feafts, 
and when they had their heads well ftor'd-with Wine. And 


‘not only the Perfiazs, but alfo feveral Grecian Nations held 


their Councels of War at Table, if we may believe Plutarch. 
The fame thing. is'at this day practis’d among the Chiwefes, as 
fome Hiftorians affirm. 
But to return to the Councels of War of our Carébbians 
When they begin to have their brains warm’d with their 


drink, an old. Woman comes into the Affembly with afad_ 


countenance and deportment, and with tears in her eyes de- 
mands audience 5 which beihg eafily granted her, by reafon of 
the refpect and reverence they bear to her age, with a doleful 
voice, interrupted by fighs, fhe reprefents the injuries which 
the whole Nation hath receiv’d from the Arowagues, their an- 
cient: and inveterate Enemies: And having reckon'd up the 
greateft cruelties which they have heretofore exercis'd againft 
the Carzbbians, and the gallant men they have kill’d or taken 
inthe Battels that were fought between them, fhe comes to 
particularize in thofe who were lately made Prifoners, mafla- 
cred, and eaten, in fome later Engagements: And at laft fhe 


concludes, that it were a fhameful and an infupportable dif. : 


paragement to their Nation, if they fhould not revenge them- 
felves, and generoufly imitate their Predeceffors, thofe brave 
Caribbians, who minded nothing fo much as to gain fatisfatti- 
on for the injuries they had receiv’d 5 and who after they had 
fhaken off the yoke, which the Tyrants would have impos‘d 
on them for the taking away of their ancient Liberty, have 
carried their victorious Arms into the Territories of their 
Enemies, whom they have purfu’d with darts and fire, and 
forc’d to make their retreats into their highe{t Mountains, the 
clefts of Rocks, and the dreadful receffes of their thickeft 
Forefts and this with fo great fuccefs, that at prefent they 
dare not appear at their own Sea-coafts, and can find no habi- 


tation fo remote where they think themfelves fecure from the 


affaults of the Caribbzans 5 fear and aftonifhment having been 
their conftant attendants after fuch fignal Victories: That they 
are therefore couragioufly to profecute their advantages, and 
not to reft till that peftilent Enemy be utterly deftroy’d. 


As foon as the old Woman hath made an end of her dif- . 


courfe, the Captain makes a Speech to the fame purpofe, to 
make a greater impreflion in the minds of the Audience 5 
which ended, the whole Affembly unanimoufly applauds the 
Propofition, and make all demonftrations imaginable of the 
juftice of their Caufe.. From that time, being encouragd by 


. the words they had heard, they breathe nothing but blood and 


wounds. The Captain, concluding by the applaufe of the 
whole Aflembly, and by their geftures and countenances,: ne 
A they 


they are refolv’d for the War, though they do not fay fo much, 
immediately orders it, and appoints the time for the Enter- 
' prize by fome of their ways of numbring, as we have hinted 
ip the Chapter of their Natural Simplicity. In this place we 
are to make this particular Remark, That they take thefe 
bloody refolutions when they are well loaden with drink, and 
after the Divel hath tormented them to egge them on thereto, 
as we have faid elfewhere. 

The next day after the Affembly, nothing is feen or heard 
in all parts of the Ifland but preparations for the War: Some 
polifh their Bows; others order their Clubs; others prepare, 
fharpen, and poifon their Arrows 5 and others are employ’d to 
make ready the Piragas: The Women, for their parts, are 
bufie about difpofing and getting together the neceflary provi- 
fiens for the Army: So that on the day appointed they all 
macet at, the Sea-fide with all things in a readinefs to embarque. 

_ They all furnifh themfelves with good Bows, and every one 
with a good fheaf of Arrows,which are made ofa {mall {mooth 
Reed, with a little piece of iron or fome fharp bone at the 
point: The Arrows us’d by the Braftlians are made after the 
fame manner 5 but the Caribbiaus adde to theirs, to make 
them more dreadful, a mortal poifon made of the juice of the 
Mauchenillo-trees, and other poifons; fo that the leaft fcratch ° 
_ made by them becomes a mortal wound. It hath hitherto 

been a thing impoffible to.get out of them the Receipt of that 
compofition. They have alfo every one of them that wooden 

{word which they call Boutows, or to fay better, that mafly 

Club which they ufe inftead of a {word, and wherewith they 
do miracles in point of fencing. Thefe are all their Arms 5 

for they have no Targets or Bucklers, as the Tapinanebows, but De Lery, 
their bodies are naked. | C14. 

Next the care they take about their Arms, they alfo pro- 
vide themfelves fufficiently with belly-timber, and take along 
with them in their little veffels good quantities of Ca/ava, 
broil’d Fith, Fruits, and particularly Bananas, which keep a 

long time, and the meal of Manioc. The Lcaquefés in their 

Wars never trouble themfelves about any fuch thing; and 

what they do in this particular is fo peculiar to them, that it 
deferves to be mentioned: for they are content with fo little 
fontheir fuftenance, and delight fo much in living upon certain 
Plumbs which grow abundantly in their Parts, and from which 
they have their name, that when they go to the Wars they 

are never feen-to.carry any provifions for the belly along with 
them. ) 

. (Our Savages of the Caribbies, as well as thofe of Brafil, take De Lery,’ 
along with them to the Warsa certain number of Women, to °14- 
drefs their meat, and look to the Piragas when they are got 
afhore. Their Arms and Provifions are well faften’d to thefe 


Piragas 5 


Chap.12. 
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Piragas ; {othat if the Veflel comes to overturn, which hap- 
pens often, they fet it right again without lofing any thing of 
what was in it: ‘And upon thofe occafions, being fo good 
Swimmers as we have reprefented them, they ate not troubled 
for their own perfons, {0 far that they have fometimes laugh’d 
at the Chriftians, who, being neer them upon thofe occafions, 
endeavour'd to relieve them. Thus the Tapinambous laugh’d 
at fome Frewch men upon the like accident, as De Lery relates. 
The fails of the Caribbians are made of Cotton, or a kind of 
Mat of Palm-leaves: They have an excellent faculty of row- 
ing with certain little Oars, which they move very faft: They 
take along with them alfo fome Cazows, which are their leaft 
kind of Veffels, to attend their Piragas. ; | 


Their cuftom is to’ go from’ Ifland to Ifland to refrefh 


themfelves, and to that end they have Gardens even in thofe 


which are defert, and not inhabited: They alfo touch at the 


lands of their own Nation, to joyn their Forces, and take 
in.as they go along all thofe that are in a condition to ac- 
company them 3 and fo their Army increafes, and with that 
equipage they get with little noife to the Frontiers. 

When they fail along the Coafts, and night comes upon 
them, they bring their Veffels afhore, and in half an hours 


‘ time they make up their'lodging-place under fome Tree with 


Plut. iz the 
Life of Ly- 


curgus. 


Balifier and Latanier-leaves, which they faften together on 
poles or reeds, fuftain’d by forks planted in the ground, which 
{erve for a foundation to this little ftructure, and to hang their 
beds on: Thefe lodgings thus made in hafte they call Azonpa. 
The Lacedemonian Law-giver had forbidden, among other 
things, that: War fhould be always wag’d againft the fame 
Enemies,. fortear they might thereby grow: more ‘experienc’d 
in Military Affairs: But the Carzbbians follow not thofe Ma-= 
ximes, nor fear any {uch inconvenience 5 for they always make 
War again(t the {ame Nation: Their ancient and irreconeile* 
able Enemies are the Arouacas, Arowaques or Aronagues, which 
is the name commonly given them in the Iflauds, though’ ‘the 
Caribbians call them Alovagues, who live in ‘that part ofthe 
Meridional America which is known in the Maps under the 
name of the Province of Gayana or Guayana, not far fromthe 
Rivers which fall down out of that Province: into the Sea: 
The caufe of this immortal enmity between our Infulary 'Ca- 
tibbians and thofe people hath been already hinted in the 
Chapter of the Origie of the Caribbians, to wit, that thofé 
Arouagues have cruelly perfecuted the Caribbians of the Conti- 
nent, their Neighbours, the Relations of our Iflanders, and’of 


_ the fame Nation with them ; and ‘that they have contimially. 


warr’d again{t them to exterminate them, or at leaft, to drive 
them out of their habitations. Thefe Arozagues then are the 


- people whom our Iflanders go and find out intheir own-Coun- 


try, 


” 
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ee 


Go. Mae The Caribby-\flands. 


‘try, commonly once or twice a year, to be reveng’d of them 

as much as they can: And it is to be obferv’d on the other 
fide, that the Arovagues never make any attempts on the Ca- 
ribbians of the Iflands, in the Iflands where they live, but on- 
ly ftand ‘on the defenfive; whereas they are fure to have our 
Savages among them oftner then they with, coafting along, 
as they are wont to do, all the other I{lands wherein they have 
Gardens or Colonies, though the furthermoft of the Caribby- 
Iflands, which is Savta-Cruce, is diftant from the Country of the 
Arouagues about three hundred Leagues. 
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- Tt was Alexanders generofity made him ufe this expreffion, Q. Curt. Ju- 
that a Victory was notto beftollen: but Philip of an humour ftin. J. 9¢ 


different from his Son, thought there was no fhame in a Con- 
queft, howere it were obtain'd : Our Caribbians, with moft of 
the old Inhabitants of America, are of the fame opinion: For 
they carry on.all their wars by furprize, and think it no difho- 
nourto make their advantage of the night: Contrary to the 
Icaquefes, who would think their reputation blafted, if coming 
to the Territories of their Enemies, they did not fend them 
notice of their arrival, and.challenge them tocome and receive 
themarmed..,.The <Arraucanes, next neighbour to the Chili, 
a warlike people, and whom the Spaniard hath not been yet 
able to overcome, nay was fometimes worfted by. them, da 
much more: For when they are to engage againft an Enemy, 
they have the War proclaim'd by Heraulds, and fend this mef- 
fagetothem 5 We foall meet thee within [0 many Moons, be rea- 


dy. And fo the Ycas,the Kings of Per, never undertook any Garcilat. | 
war, till they had firft advertis’d their Enemies thereof, and a sy 


declar’d it two or three times: Whence it may be inferred by © 


the way, that L’ Efcarbot is miftaken in his Hiftory of New- rip, 3.0.25. 


France, where he affirms, that all the Weft-Indians generally 
wage their wars by furprize. | | 
The Caribbians have this imagination, that the War they 
fhould begin openly would not profper : So that having landed 
in the Gountry of the 4rouagues, if they are di‘covered before 
they give the firft fhock, or that a dog, as one would fay, did 
bark at them, thinking it ominous, they immediately return 
to their Vefiels; and fo to their Iflands, leaving the defign to be 
profecuted fome.other time. 
But if they are not difcovered, they fall upon their Ene- 
mies even in their Houfes : If they cannot eafily come at them, 
or find them well fortified in fome Houfes that have good Pali- 
fadoes, whence they play upon them with their Arrows with 
fome advantage, they are wont to forcethem out by fhooting 
fire tothe Houtes with their Arrows, at the points whereofthey 
faften lighted Cotton: And thefe arrows being fhot on the 
roofs, which confit of Grafs or Palm-leaves, they prefently 
fet them on fire: Thus the drouagues are forced out of their 
Fee ‘holes, 
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holes, and to fight inthe open field, or run away: When our 
Savages have thus gotten them into the field, they prefently — 
fhoot.away all their arrows, which being fpent they take their 
Boutous, and do ftrange things therewith 5 they are in perpetual 
motion all the time they are fighting, that the Enemy may 
have the lefs time to obferve them : Fire-arms, efpecially great 
Guns, which make fo great noife, and do fuch execution, efpe- 
cially when they are loaden with Nails, Chains, and other pie- 
ces of old Iron, have abated much of their courage when they 
have had to do with Ewrop@ans, and makesthem afraid to come 
neer their Ships and Forts: But though they donot take Opi- — 
um,to make them lefs fenfible of danger, before they go to 
fight, as the Turks and the Eaft-Indians of Cananor do; nor yet 
feed on Tygers and Lions to make themfelves more couragious, 
as the people of the Kingdom of Narfizga towards Malabar ; 
yet when they fight equally armed with the 4rouagues,and have 
begun the Battel, efpecially if they are animated with fome 
good fuccefs, they areasbold as Lions, and will either over- 
come or die. Thus did the warlike Savages of the Country of 


Carthagena, when they were affaulted by the Spaxzards 5 for 


they fell inamong them with fuch fury, both men and women, 
that a young maid laid feveral Spaniards upon the place ere 
fhe was killed her felf. They fay alfo thatthe Mexicans and 
Canadians will rather be cut to pieces than taken in fight, 

If the Caribbiaws can takeany one of their Enemies alive, 
they bind him and bring him away captive into their Iflands; 
but if any one of theirs fall dead or wounded in the field, it 
would be an eternal and infupportable reproach to them to 
leave him in the power of the Enemy: That confideration 
makesthem break furioufly into the midft of the greateft dan- 
gers, and refolutely make their way through whatever op- 
pofes them, to retrive the bodies of their Comrades; and ha- 
ving gotten them by force from amongft the Enemies, they 
carry them totheir Veffels. A | 

When the fight is over,our Savages make their retreat to the 
Sea-fide, or into fome neighbouring Ifland ; and if they have 
received fome confiderable lofs by the death of fome of their 
Chief Commanders, or their moft valiant Soldiers, they fill 
the air with dreadful howling and crying before they get into 
their Veffels 5 and intermixing their tears with the blood of 
the deceafed, they mournfully difpofe them into their Péragas, 
and accompany them with their regrets and fighs to fome of 
their own Territories. 

But when they have had’ the Victory, they fpend not the 
time incutting off the heads of their flain Enemies, in carrying 
themin triumph, and intaking the skins of thofe poor bodies, 
to make Standards intheir Triumphs, as the Cazacdians do,and | 
as heretofore was the cuftom of the Scythians, as aid af- 

; rms, 


- firms's nay; as:was that of the ancient Gauls, if webelieve Livy, Lib. 10. 
Fhe Caribbians think it enough to exprefs:their joy by outcrieg 
over the bodies of the, Arouagues, and afterwards all along their 
Coafts, as it were to infult over that hateful. Country before 
they leave its But after they have fung in that ftrange Coun: 
try fome of their triumphal fongs,, they make what hafte ‘they 
can-to their Veflels, to.carry away, the reft into the bofom of 
their native foik5.and the poor Aroxagues they have taken, they 
carry away chain’d, tobe dealt with as fhall be feen in the 
néxt:Chapters:: y souk b pap vanes " 
» Theend they propofeto themfelves:in thefe Expeditions, is 
not toi become Maftersof ;a new Gountry,. or to load them- 
felves withthe {poils of their Enemies; but only the glory of 
fabduing and-triumphing over them sand the pleafure of fa4 
riating their Revenge for the injuries.they have réceived from: 
oo iNextthe Aronagues, the greateft Enemies the Caribbians have 
are) the: Evglifh z this enmity toolkits rife hence, that the E- 
glifh having ander the: Flaps of other ‘Nations: got divers of 
the ;Car#bbzavs, aboard -their Ships, where they had at firft 
charmed. them with kindnefs, and: little prefents, efpecially 
Agua-vite, which they extreamly love; when they faw their 
Veflelfullofthefe poor people, who, never dreamed. of any 
fuch treacherys weighed arichor;/and .carried the’ €aribbians, 
mén, womensiand children,-into their Plantations, where they 
are till: kept as flavesis\It.is reported, that they did the like 
in feveral of the Iflands, wherein they followed the example. of 
the.Spaviards; Whence iticomesthat they {till bear a. grudge 
tothe Englifh,| and can hardly endure to hear{their Language 
fpoken: Nay, their diffarisfaGionis fo great, that if a French- 
‘man, asfome ef that Nation afirm, chanceto make-ufe of fome 
Englifh expreflions in his difcourfe, he runs the hazard of their 
enmity-: Accordingly, in their turns,by the law.of retaliation; 
they. have often made:incurfions into: the Ilands of Aont/feriat; 
“Antego,and:others which are in the hands of the Exglifhs and 
‘after they had fet fome houfes on fire, and takenfome Goods; 
‘they carried away men, women, and children, whom:they 
braught to Dominico and St.Vixcents 5 but .it.was never heard 
abit they did eat any of them, it feems they referve that cruél- 
ty forthe Aroxagues : Nay before the Caribbians had any, war 
with the Inhabitants or Martinxico, whenthe Parents or Friends 
of the Exglifh who had. been carried, away Prifoners of Wat 
by thofe Caribbians, employed the. mediation of the French 
they were éafily enlarged and put intothehands of the French, 
who gave the Carzbbians in,exchange for them,; fome of thofe 
trifes which they highly value, or haply anJron wedge, or 
fome fuch neceflary tool Nay, upon the prefeuting them with 
fome of thofe things they have delivered up.fome of the.drox- 
: Lis asic nae 
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- agues appointed to be eaten. They have at this prefent inthe 
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Ifland of St. Viveexts fome young Boys and Girls of the Ex- 
glifh Nation, who being carried away Very young, have clearly 
forgot their Parents, and would hardly return with them, fo 


well are they pleafed with the humourof the Caribbiazs, who 


for their part treat them as mildly as if they were of their own 
Nation; they are now known only ‘bythe fairnef and flax- 
ennefs of their Hair , whereas the Caribbians are’ generally 
black-hair’d. HW T2336 02 esis: 

Asfor the Spaniards, at the firft difcovery of America, the 
Caribbians.who were then ‘poflefs'd ‘of all the Cartbby-Mlands, 
were cruelly treated by them 5 they perfecuted them with fire 
and fword, and purfu’d:%them even into the woods, as wild 


beafts, that they might carry them away Captives to work in 


the Mines: Which kind of procedure fore'd this people,which 
is valiant and generous, to oppofe the violence, and to layams 
bufhes: for their Enemies, nay to aflault them in their Ships 
which lay in their Roads, which they borded without any fear 
of fire-Arms, making their’ way through Swords ‘and: Pikes + 


, In which attempts they were many times fo fortunate,that'they 


became Mafters of divers Ships richly loaden, difpatching all 
that oppos’d them, carryiffg away allthe booty, and then fet- 
ing the Shipson fire: True it is, they pardoned the Negro-flaves 


they met with, and having brought them afhore put them to 


work in their Habitations; thence'came the’ Negroes which 
which they have at prefent in Sti Vincents and {ome other 
Hlands. 4,397 (969 1 21S W, Pda tau 

The spaniards being fenfible of thefe loffes, and perceiving 
they had a ftubborn Enemy to deal with, and that when they 
had ruin’d that Nation, they fhould not advantage themfelvess, 
and confidering further, that the Iflands they were poflefled.of 
lay convenient for their Shipsin their long Voyages, to takein 
refrefhments of water, wood, and provifions if neediwere, and 


pai 


_ to-leave fuch as were fick in their Fleet; they refolved to treat 


the Carébbians more kindly 5 and thereupon having fet fome of 
them at liberty whom they had Captives, and fent them’ back 
into their Country with prefents, they made ufe of them to 
treat concerning a peace with that People, the ‘conditions 
whereof being accepted by fome of the Iflands, they fetafhore 
therein fome {wine which they had brought out of Ewrope 5 and 
afterwards they left there behind’them the fick they had int 
their Ships, and took them in again recovered at their return. 
But the Caribbians of St: Vincents,and thofe who lived at Do- 
minico would not confent to that agreement, but ftill perfift in 
the averfion they had for the Spaniards, and the defire they 
have to be revenged of them. Yi 3 
Asto what concerns their defenfive wars, they have learnt 
by their acquaintance with the Chriftians, and the differences 


they 4 
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they have had with them upon feveral occafions, to keep their 
ranks, and to encamp in advantagious places, and to make fome | 
kinds of fortifications in imitation of the others: The Frexch 
found it fo by experience, fome years fince, at the taking of 
Granada: They imagined that the Caribbraxs would not have 
made any refiftance; but they found them in a defenfive po- 
fture, to prevent their landing, and conteft their pofleffion of 
that place; for befides the mifchief they did them by an ex- 
traordinary fhower of Arrows, and the Barricadoes, they plas 
ced inthe avenues, they couragioufly oppofed their landing, 
and laid feveralambufhes for them; and when they faw that’ 
the French, notwithftanding their refiftance, were’ refolv’d to 
come, and forced themto make their retreat into the woods,’ 
they rallied onan eminent place which they had fortified : and’ 
whereas it was fomewhat fteepy on all. fides fave only one; 
which had a fpacious avenue; they had cut down certain trees, 
of the boals whereof they had made long Rollers, which being’ 
lightly faften’d at the top of the Mountain, might be rolled 
down the defcent, witha more than ordinary fonce and vio-. 
lence \againft the Frevch, \‘if.they had attempted any affault : 
Oust of this Fort they alfo made feveral falliesupon theEnemy;) 
whowas building one where they might fafely expect the fup-’ 
ply which was:to be fent'them from Martinico; there they! 
kept them in as it were befieged for certain days, during which: 
they had made hollow places in the earth to fecure themfelves 
from the Muskets $ and thence fhewing only their heads, they: 
fhot.their Arrows at thofe who had the confidence to come 
without the Trenches; nay, in the night time they madea fhift 
te get a pot full of burning coals,on which they had cafta hand- 
fal of Pywan-feed into the Hut which the Freach had fet up’ 
at their firft arrival in the Ifland, purpofely to ftifle them, 1f 
they could, by the dangerous fume, and the ftupifying vapour 
of the Pywan; But their {tratagem was difcovered ; and fome: 
time after the expected fupply being come to the Frerzch, the: 
Carthbians treated with them, and left them the abfolute pof~ 
feffion of the Iflands but the differences they have fince had: 
with the French Inhabitants of Adartinico have occafioned ano=’ 
ther War which lafts ftill. 3 ‘a 
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OF the Treatment which the Caribbians make sbeipe 
og | Prifoners of War. ie abc 


Wé are now going to dip our Pen in Blood, and to draw 


¥ Va Pidure which muft raife horrour in the beholder; 
in thisthere muftappear nothing but Inhumanity, Barbarifm, 


and Rage; We thall find rational ‘Creatures cruelly devouring: 
thofe of the fame fpecies with them, and filling themfelves 
‘with Itheir Flefh and Blood, after they had caft off Humane 
Nature,and put on that of the moft bloody and furious Beafts: 


A thing which the Pagans themfelves, in the! midft of their 
darknefs, heretofore thought fo full of execration, that they 


imagin’d the Sun withdrew himéelf, becaufe hé would'notfhew: 


~ hislight at fuch Repatts. 

- When the:Cannibals, or Anthropop 
(for here it is that we are properly to ‘call them by that Name, 
which is commonto them with that of the Cartbbians) 5 when 
Ifay they bring home'Prifoner of War fromamong the Aron- 
agues, hebelongs of right to him who either feiz’d onhim in 
the Fight,i or'took him running ‘away 3 fo that ‘being come in- 
tochis Ifland, he keeps’him in his houfe ; and:that he may not 


get away in thenight, he ties himin an‘ dmac, which he hangs 
up almoft.at the roof of his:dwelling’; -and:after he has kept 


him fafting four or five days, he produces him upon fome-day 
of folemn:debauch, to ferve for a publick Victim tothe immor- 
tal hatred of his Country-men towards that Nation. | tS 


If there be any of their Enemies ‘dead upon the place, they 
there eat: them ere they leave it): They defign for flavery only’ 
the young Maids and Women taken'in the War They do ‘not 


eat the Children of their She-prifoners, muclilefs the Children 
they have by them themfelves 7 They have heretofore tafted 
of all the Nations that frequented them, and affirm, ‘That the 
French are the moft delicate, and the Spazéards of hardeft di- 
geftion ; but now they do not feed onany Chriftians at all. 


They ‘abftain alfo from feveral cruelties which they were — 


wont to ufe before they kill’d their Enemies 5 for whereas at 
prefent they think it enough to difpatch them at a blow or two 
with the Club, and afterwards cut them into pieces, and having 
broyl'd them, to devour them; they heretofore put them to 
feveral torments,before they gave them the mortal blow: We 
fhall not think it befides our purpofe to fet down in this place 
{ome of the inhumanities which they exercis’d upon thefe fad 


-occafions, as they themfelves have given an account thereofto — 


thofe 


hagz, that is, Eaters of Men 
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thofe have had the curiofity to inform themfelves from their 
own mouths. 

The Prifoner of War who had been fo unfortunate as to fall 
into their hands, and was not ignorant that he was defign’d to 
receive the moft cruel treatment which rage could fuggeft, 
armd himfelf with conftancy, and, toexprefs how generous a 
people the Arowagues were,march'd very chearfully to the place 
of execution, not being either bound or drag"d thereto, and 
prefented himfelf witha fmiling and fteady countenance in the 
mid{t of the Affembly, which he knew defir’d nothing fo much 
as his death. fa et es 
_ Asfoon as he perceiv'd thofe people who exprefs'd fo great 
joy at the approach of him, who was to be the mefs of their 
abominable Entertainment, not expecting their difcourfes and 
their bitter abufes,he prevented them in thefe termes 5 “ I know 
“* well enough upon what account you have brought me to this 
** place 3 I doubt not but you are defirous to fill your felves with 
“my blood, and that you are impatient to exercife your teeth 
“upon my body 3; but you have not fo much reafon to triumph 
“to fee me in this condition, nor I mwch to be troubled there- 
“at : My Country-men have put your Predeceflors to greater 
“miferies than you are now able to invent againft me; and [ 
* have done my part with them in mangling, maflacring, and 
“* devouring your people, your friends, and your fathers; be- 
“fides that I have Relations who will not fail to revenge my 
** quarrel with advantage upon you and upon your Children, 
“for the moft inhumane treatment you intend againft me- 
“What torments foever the moft ingenious cruelty can dictate 
** to you for the taking away of my life, is nothing in compa- 
“rifon of thofe which my generous Nation prepares for you 
““inexchange: therefore delay not the utmoft of your cruelty 
“any longer, and affure your {elves I both flight and laugh at 
“it. Somwhat of this nature is that brave and bloody Bra- _ : 
vado which may be read of a Brafélian Prifoner, ready to be Montagn’s 
devour’d by his Enemies; ‘“‘ Come on boldly, aid he to them, Ejfays, 1.1. 

“and feaft your felves upon me 5 for at the fame time you ©. 3c. 
“will feed on your Fathers and Grandfathers, who ferv'd for 
* nourifhment to my Body: Thefe Mufcles, this Flefh, and 
** thefe Veins are yours, blind Fools as you are; you do not 
** obferve, that the fubftance of the Members of your Ance- 

“* ftors are yet to be feen inthem; tafte them well, and you 
“* will find the tafte of your own Flefh. But let us return to 
oul Arouagues. | 

His foul was not only in his lips, but fhew’d it felf alfo in the 
effects which follow’d that Bravado; for after the Company 

had a while endur'd his menaces ard arrogant defiances with- 

out touching him, one among them came and burnt his fides 


with a flaming brand 5 another cut good deep pieces out of him, 
? and 
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bones, in feveral parts of the body: Then they caft into his 


{marting wounds that fharp kind of Spice whichthe Caribbians 


call Pyman : Others diverted themfelvesin {hooting Arrows at 
the poor Patient ; and every one took a pleafure in tormenting 
him; but he fuffer’d with the fame countenance, and expref- 
fed not the leaft fentiment of pain: After they had made {port 
thus along time with the poor wretch, at laft growing weary 
of infulting , and out-brav'd by his conftancy , which feem'd 
{till the fame, one of them came and at one blow difpatch’d 
him withhisClub. This isthe Treatment which the Caribbj- 


_ans made heretofore to their Prifoners of War; but now they 


think it enough to put them to a {peedy death, as we have al- 
ready reprefented. : 

Asfoon as this unfortunate perfon is thus laid dead upon the 
place, the young mentake the body, and having wafh'd it cue 
it in pieces, and then boyl fome part , and broil fome upon 
wooden Frames, made for that purpofe, like Gridirons : When 
this deteftable Difh is ready , and feafon’d according to their 
palates, they divide it into fo 


not afford any other repaft equally delicious: The Women lick 


~ the very fticks on which the fat of the Arowague droppd 5 


which proceeds not fo much from the delicioufnefs they find in 
that kind of fuftenance; and that fat, as from the exceflive 
pleafure they conceive in being reveng'd in that manner of their 
chiefeft Enemies. | " 7 


But as they would be extreamly troubled that the enraged — 
hatred they bear the Arouagues fhould ever end, fo do they - 
make it their main endeavour to foment and heighten it: thence — 
it comes, that while this poor Carcafs is a drefling, they care-. 
fully gather and fave all the fat that comes from it 5 not to put . 


into Medicines, as Chirurgeons fometimes do; orto make wild- 
fire of it, to fet their Enemies houfes on fire, as the Tartars dos 
but they gather together that fat to be afterwards diftributed 
among the chiefeft of them, who carefully keep it in little 
Gourds, to pour fome few drops thereof into their Sauces at 
their folemn Entertainments, fo to perpetuate, as much as lies 
in their power, the motive of their Revenge. a 


T muft needs acknowledge, the Sun would have more reafon- 


to withdraw himfelf from thefe Barbarians, than to be prefent 
at fuch deteftable Solemnities; but it would be requifite that 
he withdrew himfelf at che fame time from moft of the Coun- 
tries of America, nay from fome parts of Africk.and Afia, where 
the like and worfe cruelties are daily exercis’d: For inftance, 


the Tapinambous make in a manner the {ame treatment to their 


prifoners, as the Caribbians do to theirs; but they add thereto 
divers expreffions of barbarifm, which are not to be feen in the 
Curibbies = 
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‘and would have made them bigger, had it not been for the — 


many parts asthere are perfons . 
prefent, and joyfully devour it, thinking that the World can- 
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Caribbies : They rub the bodies of their Children with the De Lery,¢. 
blood of thofe miferable Victims, to animate them to future !5-_ 
Cruelties : He who had been the Executioner of the Captive (5.8. 
caus'd himfelf to be mangled and flafh’d, and cut in feveral 
parts of the body, as a Trophey of Valour, anda mark of 
Glory: And what is yet fuperlatively. ftrange, is, That thofe 
Barbarians beftowing their Daughters for Wives on thofe Ene- 
mies, asfoon asthey fall into their hands, when they come to 
cut them in pieces, the Wife her {elf cats firft, if ic be poffible, 
of the flefh of her Husband ; and if it happen that fhe hath 
any Children by him, they are ferv'd in the like manner, kill’d, 
rofted , and eaten ; fomcimes as foon as they come into the 
World. The like Barbarifm hath fomtimes been obfery’d.in Garcilaf. 
feyera]l Provinces of Peru. at smut Rikk “Bee, 2 
Divers other barbarous Nations do alfo exceed the Caribbians 
in their inhumanity ; but above all, the Inhabitants of the | 
Country of Aztis are, more cruel then Tygers: If it happens ypig, 
that by right of War or otherwife, they make a Prifoner, and - 
that they know him to be a perfon of {mall account, they im- 
mediately quarter him, and beftow the Members on their 
Friends or Servants, that they may eat them if they pleafe, 
or fell them in the Shambles; but if he be a perfon of quality, 
the chiefeft among them meet together, with their Wives and 
Children, to be prefent at his death: Then thefe uomerciful 
people having ftrip’d him, faften him ftark naked to. a poft, 
and cut and flafh him all over the body with a fore of Knives 
and Kafours made of a certain Stone, {uch as may be Flint ¢ In 
this crue] Execution they do not prefently difmember him, but 
they only take the fleth from the parts which have moft, as the 
calf of the Leg, the Thighs, the Buttoeks, and the Arms; that 
done, they all pell-mell, Men, Women, and Children, dye 
themfelves with the blood of that wretched perfon; and not 
ftaying for the rofting or boyling of the Flefh they had taken 
away, they devour it like fo many Cormorants, or rather. 
fwallow it down without any chewing: Thus the wretch fees 
himfelf eaten alive, and buried in the bellies of his Enemies: 
The Women adding yet fomwhat to the cruelty of the Men, 
though exceflively barbarous and inhumane, rub the ends of 
their Breafts with the blood of the Patient, that fo their Chil- 
dren may fuck it in with their Milk. And if thefe inhumane 
Executioners have obferv’d, that amidft all the torments they 
put the miferable deceas‘d perfon to, he exprefs'd the leaft fence 
of pain, either in his countenance or other parts of his body 3 
or that he fo much as groan’d or figh’d, then they break his 
bones, after they have eaten the flefh about them, and caft 
them into fome nafty place, or into a River, with an extream 
contempt. . | 
Thus alfo do feveral other Nations cruelly infule over the 
Uu wretched 
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wretched remainders of their murthered Enemies, and exercife 
their inhumane revenge and barbarous animofity on that which 
hath no feeling thereof: Thus fome Inhabitants of Florida, to 
fatiate their brutality, hang up in their houfes, and carry about 
them, the skins and hair of their Enemies 5 the Usrginians wear 
about their necks a dry’d hand ; fome Savages of New-Spain 
hang about fome part of their bodies , after the manner of a 
Medal, a piece of their flefh whomthey had maflacred: The 
Lords of the Ifland by the French call’d Belle-ifle neer China, 
wear a Crown made up of Deaths-heads, hideoufly difpos'd, 


and interlac’d with filk ftrings: The Chinefes make drinking- 


etips of the Spaziards fkuls whom they have kill’d,as heretofore 
the Scythiaws were wont to do with their Enemies, as Herodo- 


tus affirms: The Cavadians and the Mexicans dance on their 
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Feftival days, wearing about them the fkins of thofe whom they 
had fley’d and eaten : The Hvancas, an ancient Nation of Perw, 
madé Drums of fuch fkins, affirming, that when they were bea- 
ten'they had a fecret virtue to make thofe who fought againft 
them to runaway. . . 

Fromall this Difcourfe it may be deduced, to what degree of 
rage and fury Hatred and the defire of Revenge may afcend : 
And in thefe Examples there are are many circumftances more 
bloody, and fome more deteftable difcoveries of cruelty and 
barbarifm, then there are in the treatment which our Cazuzbals 
make co their Prifoners of War,the Arovagues. e 

But to make this treatinent appear the lefs horrid,- it were 
eafie to bring on the Stage divers Nations, who befides that fu- 
rious animofity, and that umquenchable thirft of Revenge, do 
further difcover a barbarous and infatiable gluttony, and anab- 
folutely brutifh paffion of feeding oa Mans flefh. 

And in the firft place, whereas our Caznibals ordinarily feed, 
only upon the 4rovagues, their irreconcileable Enemies, {paring 
the Prifoners they take of any other Nation, fome Floridzaas, 
who live neer the Streight of Bahama, cruelly devour all the 
Strangers they caii get into their hands,what Nation foever they 
be of; fo that'if any people land in their Country, and that 
they chance'té be the ftronger party,they muft iofallibly expect 
to be their nexesdays Commons: «They think Mans flefh 
extreamly delicate, from what part foever of the Body it be ta= 
ken; but theyaffirm, thatthe fole of the foot isthe moft deli- 
cious bit of anys thence itcomes, that the faid partis ordina- 
rilyferv'd upto their Carliz, who is their Lord, whereas anci- 
ently the Tartars cut off the breafts of young Maids, and refer- 
ved them for their chief Commanders, whofe ordinary food 
théy were. To thefe Barbarians we may add thofe ofsthe Pro- 
vince of Hafeala, and of the Region of the City of Darien in 
New-Spain, who did eat not only the flefh of their Enemies, 
but alfo chat’ of their own Country-men - mes canara af- 
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firm, that the Ycas, Kings of Per#, fubdued divers Provinces, Garcilaf. 
the [Inhabitants whereof thought no Law fo rigorous and infup- Com. Royal. 
portable, among all thofe which the faid victorious Princes im- 
pofed on them, as thofe which prohibited the eating of mans 
flefh, fo much were they addicted to that execrable diet ; for 
not ftaying till he whom they had mortally wounded, had gi- 
ven up the ghoft, they drunk off the blood which iflued out of 
~ his wound ; and they did. the like when they cut him up into 
quarters, greedily fucking it, left a drop fhould be loft: They Gareil. 1, 7. 
had ‘publick Shambles for the felling of mans flefh, whereof c, 17. Rou- 
they took pieces and mined them very fmall, and of the en- lox, Baro,& 
trails they made puddings and faucages : And particularly the Rubriques 
Cheriganes, or Chirrhuanes, a people inhabiting the Mountains, ”” bs ae 
had fo ftrange and fo infatiable an appetite to mans flefh, that Blan: am 
they gluttonoufly eat it raw,not {paring their neereft Relations ,, 15.0 2, 
when they dyed: The fame thing is at this day affirmed of the 
Tapuyes, a certain other oriental Nation; and Herodotus aflures Lib, 3. 
us of fach a thing in his time 5 nay it is averred, that the peo- _. 
ple of Fava are fo barbarous and fo great lovers of that abo- VinleBlanc, 
minable nourifhment, that, to fatisfie their damnable appetite, * ** #4 
they deprive their Parents of their lives, and tofs the pieces of 
their flefh one to another like balls, to fee who fhall have moft 
of them: The Amures, a people of Brafil, are yet more inhu- 
mane and deteftable ; fo that we need not feign Saturnes de- 
vouring their own children; for if we may credit Hiftorians, De Lacts Hi- 
thefe Barbarians eat in effect their own Children, member after 4° # Ame- 
member, and fometimes opening the wombs of great belly’d “~’ 
women, they take outthe fruit thereof, which they immedi- 
ately devour, longing fo ftrangely after the flefh of their own 
fpecies, that they go a hunting of men, as they do beafts, and 
having taken them they tear them in pieces, and devour themi 
after a crueland unmerciful manner. 
By thefe examples it is fufficiently apparent, that our Canni- 
bals arenot fo much Cannibals, that is, Eaters of men, though 
they have the name particularly attributed to them, as many 
other favage Nations; and it were an eafie matter to find yet 
elfewhere certain difcoveries of Barbarifm anfwerable to that 
of our Caribbian Cannibals, nay fuch as far exceeds theirs : But 
we have done enough, let us draw the Curtains on thefe hor- 
rours, and leaving the Cannibals of all other Nations, return 
to thofe of the Caribbies,to divert our eyes, wearied with be- 
holding fo many inhumanities and bloudy Tragedies, by a pro- 
fpect of their Marriages. 7 | 
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Of the Marriages of the Caribbians, 


>) ¢0 Here are in America fome Savages fo favage and fo brue 

oi. tifh, that they know not what Marriage is, but go in: 

. + .:) differently, together like beafts. This, among others, is,af- 

Garcil./:1. ‘firm'd! of the ancient Peruvians, and the Inhabitants of ‘the 

c.14.@ 15. Hlands of Robbers : But the Caribbians, with all their barba= 

Ol. 7.6.17 rif, fubject themfelves to the Laws of this ftriét: Alliance. © » 
“wk oo Ehey have no fet time of the Year appointed for their Mar= , 

Strab.'l. 11, riages, as the Perftans, who ordinarily marry in the Spring 5 

cs sy Bor:yet are they oblig’dto do it at any certain'age, as feveral 
* Inthe Eaft- other Savages, whereof fome marry commonly at? nine yearss 


Indies.» \ others at twelve; fome at * four andtwenty5 and others.on- _ 
: cee ly at¢ forty: Nor is it the cuftom among the Cartbbians, as in 
gafcar. 


The Perm » 2 manner among all other Nations, that the young Men fhould 
vians, .  9tdwmarily make choice of the Maids according'to their own 
’ The Flori- Minds and:inclinations nor on the other fide, do the young 
dians. Maids make ‘choice of their Hufbands, as thofe of the Pro- 
vince of Nicaragua do, at their publick. Feafts and Affemblies; 

and as it was done heretofore in Cazdia, as Hiftorians affirm. — 

_ But when our Savages are defirous to marry, they have a 
_ priviledge to take alltheir Coufin-germans, and:haveno more — 
* tofay, then that they take them totheir Wives} for they are 
naturally referv’d for them, andthey may catry them totheir — 
houfes without any other ‘cetemony, and then they are ac- 
counted their lawful ‘Wives. They. may all take as many 
Wives as they pleafe; efpecially, the Captains pride it much > 
in having a great number.of them: ‘They ‘build a particular 

Hut for every 'Wife:: They. continue what time they’ pleafe 
with her whom they fancy: moft, yet fo as that the others cons 

ceive no jealoufie thereat. She whom they moft honour with 

theit company; waits on them with the greateft care and fub- 

miffion «imaginable; ‘fhe prepares: Caffzva for them , paints 

thém, and goes along with them in all their Expeditions.» 

Their Hutbands love them all ‘very well 5 but this love is 

like a fire of ftraw, fince that many times they ‘forfake them 

with as much:eafe as they take them ; ‘yet are'they feldom feen 

to leave their firft Wives, fpecially if they have had children 

by them. ie. Gy 

If there chance to be among the She-prifoners of War any 
that they like, they make them their Wives; but though the | 
children born of them are free, yet are the Mothers, for their _ 
parts, ftill accounted Slaves. © All the Wives {peak with whom 
they pleafe s but the Hufband dares not difcourfe with “ Re- 
! yon ations 
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lations of his Wife, but upon extraordinary occafions. 
» When it happens that any one among them hath no Coufin- 
germaiis, or that having ftaid too long ere they took them to 
Wives, their friends have difpos'd of them to others, they may 
now marry fuch as are not of any kinto them: butitis requi+ 
fite that they demand them of their Fathers and Mothers, and 
as*foon as the Father or Mother hath granted their requeft, 
they are their Wives, and they carry them to their Shy babe 
tations. - i eae 
"Before they had alter’d fome part of their ancient Cuftoms, 
by reafon of the converfe they have had with the Chriftians, 
they took none for their lawful Wives but their Coufins, who 
were theirs by natural right,’as we faid before, or fuch’ young 
Maids‘as their Fathers and Mothers willingly proffer’d them at 
theit rettirn from the Wars. This ancient Cuftom of theirs 

hath many particular circumftances wotthy our remark and 

_ therefore we fhall give an'account of it at large, as we have it 
from the moft ancient of that Nation who have related it, to 
fhéw the great-changes which have’ crept into their Manners 
and'Cuftoms, fince they became acquainted with forreign Na- 
tidhg. 2") Be Ree a Sa 7 

‘When the Caribbians returnd with fuccefs from their Wars, 
and that theté‘was a folemn reception made for them in their 


ry ey 


"anes, had ‘much ado that day to fcape with one Wife, fo many 
wotld there ‘be proffer’d to him: But Cowards and perfons 
of no worth met with no courtfhip'to that purpofé 5 fo thar, 
ro be married among them, there wasaneceflity of being cou- 
_Yragious; for a Wife in that Nation then was the reward of ge= 
nerofity. Thus among the Brafilians, the young men were not 
admitted to marry till they had kill’d fome Enemy: And ina Vintec Blan; 
City of Grand-Tartary, called Palimbrota, thofe of highett qniad- p.ric. 35,’ 
lity could have no Wives till they had brought proof that tlicy, 
® kad kill’d three Enemies of their Prince. / It is reported alfO, Ate. ah A. 
that heretofore in Carmania, if any one were defirous to marry, exandro, 7, 
10 1, ¢.24. 
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it was requifite that he brought the King the head of an Ene | 


my. The fame Cuftom in a manner was obferv’d among a 
certain people neer the Cafpian Sea. And who knows not that 
King Saul demanded of David the lives of an hundred Phiii- 
fines, for the dower of his Daughter, before he gave her him 
in Marriage ? 3 | 
But happy did that Father think himfelf among our Carib- 
bians, who could firft approach and feize about the body of 
fome one of thofe valorous Sons-in-Law whom the Captain 
had commended ; for there was nothing to be expected for 
that time by him that camenext; and the marriage was con- 
cluded as foon as the other had faid to the Young-man, I be- 
fiow my Daughter on thee for thy Wife the like expreflion from 
a Mother was as effectual : And the Young-man durft not: re- 
fufe the Daughter when fhe was thus prefented to him ; but it 
was requifite, that whether fhe were handfome or unhandfome, 
he took her to Wife. Thus the Carzbbiaxs married not after 
previous courtfhipsand Love-fuits. | 
And if the young Caribbians, after they were married, con- 
tinued the fame gallantry in enfuing Wars, they had according- 
ly other Wives beftowed on them at their return: this Poli- 
gamy is ftill in ufe among them, and it is indeed common 
DeLaets among other Barbarians. The CAzlefes,Inhabitants of the Ifland 
Hiftory. of Mocha, make no more ado, but asoften as they are defirous 
to have a new Wife, they buy one for an Ox, a Sheep, or fome 
other Commodity : And there are fome places where the num- 
ber of Wives belonging to the fame Husband is prodigious, as 
The Dutch in the Kingdom of Bexniz, the King whereof hath fometimes 
Relations. {even hundred Wives and Concubines; and where the ordina- 
ry fubjects, as well as thofe of Mexico, have each of them about _ 
a hundred, ora hundred and fifty Wives. On the other fide — 
there are fome places where every Wife in like manner is pers, 


% 


mitted to have many husbands, asamong the Pelbwares, a Na- — 


tion of Brafil, inthe Kingdom of Calecut; and heretofore in 
fome of the Canaries. 4 . 

The Young-men among the Carébbians do not to this day 

converfe with either Maids or Women till they are married 5 

De Laet, Pi- wherein certainly they are at a great diftance from the humour 

rard,p.t- Of the Peguans, who are fo paffionatel yamorous, that to make 

c.27. jt appear, that the violence of the fecret fire which confumes 

Congueft of them, extinguifhes in them the fentiment of all other, ardors, 
hee Canarys they fear their own arms in the prefence of their Miftrefles. 
by Beren- ‘ ‘ 3 - 
cade: with a flaming Torch, or fuffer to die and be {pent upon their 

Vin.leBlanc. flefh, a piece of linnencloth all of a flame, and dipped in Oil: — 
p- 1.3. And to fhew that being wounded to death by Love, all other 
wounds muft needs be flight, they cut and flafh their 


bodies with Ponyards. The Turks do fomewhat of the ». 


Lib.3.. fame kind, as Villamont affirms; for upon the like occafions 
, they 
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they give thom(slves feveral cuts and great wounds. with their 
knives, in divers parts of their bodies. igi ley sey ves ll 

“The numer of Wives among the Caribbians is not limited; 

asit is 2mong the Adaldivefes, where a man may, have but three Pirard. p. 
atpthe fame time: But asthat number was heretofore propor- © : 
tioned to their courage and valour, (for as often asthey-return- 
ed fom the wars with the. commendation of gallantmen, they 
might pretend to & hope for anew Wife){o at the prefent,chey 
have as many as they defire and can obtain 5 fo that amon 
thém,as well as'among the Topimambous he who hath moftWives De Lery, 
is accounted moft valiant, and the moft:confiderable perfon, in °- 17- 
the whole Ifland. And whereas in the Iland of Hifpaniola all Hiftory of 
the wives lay inthe fame Room withtheir Husbands, the Carib« Lopez, 
biansas we {aid before,to prevent all differences and jealou- 
fies; keep their wives, asthe Tarks and Tartars do theirs, in. diz 
ftin& Habitations 3 nay; fometimes they difpofe them into fe- 
veral [lands : Or haply another reafon of their-ordering fuch 
a diftance between the feveral aboads of their wives, is that 
they may the more conveniently apply themfelves to the cul- 
ture of their Gardens, which lie feattered up and down in di- 
vers places: andit isupon the fame account that fome affirm 
the Caribbians of the Continent do the like, their wives having 
this commendation, that they are not troubled with jealoufie. 
Our Savages of the Hlainds, if'they have no more wives than 
one, are very careful not to be far from them; and if they have 
many, they vifit them by turns one after another: Bur in this 
they cbferve the fame Caffom with the Floridzams, that they 
meddie not with thofe who are with child. 

Te is fomewhat to be wondred at, that. Lycurgws and Solow Plat. iatheip 
thofe Lights of Greece, fheuld thew themfelves fo blind and Lives, 
withal fo difhoneft,as to open a gap for Adultry to get inamong 
their Citizens ; for there is hardly any Nation fo Barbarous 
and Savage, but hath of it felflight enoughto read this Law 
drawn by the hand of nature; that Adultery’ isa crime, and 
that acertain horrour ought to be hadfor its nay there is noe 
any but expreffes a certain deteftation of it, and feverely pu- 
nifhes it. The punifhment’ of Adultery is pleafant enough 
among the Inhabitants of Ginny x for the Wife, if the hath'a Datch Re- 
mind to continue ftill with her Husband, pays him by way of Jations. 
fatisfaction, {ome ounces of Gold. Buit there is no jeftine with 
thofeof Bexgala, andthe Mexicans, who cut off their’ wives no- kiviGor,c.16 
fésand ears in that cafe : Divers other ‘barbarous Nations pue <= > 
nif chis crime with death 3 ‘nay, the Peg#aws are {0 {evere upoti V. Ic Blanc. 
thefe oceafions, and have fo great a hetrour for ‘this breach of P: 1-% 32+ 
conjugal Jove, that both men and women who aréfound guil- 
ty thereof are buriedalive. ' , beets 

~ Norare the Carzbbians the moft indulgent, and the leaft feat 
lous of their honour in this cafe; heretofore they knew not 
ik how 
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how to punifh this Crime, becaufe it reigned not among them 
before their commerce with the Chriftians: but now if the 
Husband furprifes his Wife proftituting her felf to fomeother, 
or have otherwife any certain knowledge of it, he does himfelf 4 
juftice, and feldom pardons her, but difpatches her, fometimes 
with his Club, fometimes by ripping up the upper part down- 
wards with a Rafor or the tooth of an Agouty, which is neer 
as fharp. r 

This execution being done, the Husband goes to his Father- 
in-law, and tells himin cold blood, I have killed thy Daughter 
becanfe fhe proved unfaithfulto me : The Father thinks the adi- i 
on io juft, that he is fo far from being angry with him, that he |_| 
commends him, and conceives himfelf oblig’d : Thou haft done ' 
well, replies he, fhe deferved nolefs : And ifhe hath any more { 
Daughters to difpofe of, he immediately proffers him one 
of them, and promifes to beftow her on himat the firft oppor- ; 
tunity. " 2 é 

The Father marries not his own Daughter, as fome have af- 
firmed; they abhor that crime, and if there have been any in- 
ceftuous Fathers among them, they were fore'd to abfent them- 
felves; for had they been taken by the reft, they would have 
burnt them alive, or torn them into a thoufand pieces. 


CHAP. XXIII. 


Of the birth and education of Children among the 
Caribbians. de | 


Here is hardly any Cuftont among thefe poor Indians fo 
brutith, as that which they ufe at the birch of their chil- 
dren; their wives are delivered with little pain, and if they 
feel any difficulty, their recourfe is tothe root of a certain 
Rufh,, out of which they get the juice, and having drunk it, 
they are immediately delivered : Sometimes the very day of 
their delivery, they go and wafh themfelves and the child at 
the next Riveror Spring, and fall about their ordinary bufi- 
Garcil. Line nefs: The Peruvzan, the Japonnefes, and the Brafiliae women 
cot. & De dothe likes and it was ordinary among the Izdians of Hifpa- 
Lact. viola, and the ancient Lacedemonians to wath their children in 
.. cold water, immediately after their birth, to harden their skins. 

Pirard. ‘The Maldivefes wath theirs fo for feveral daies together 5 and 
it isaffirmed by fome, that the Cimbri were heretofore wont to 

put thofe little newly-born creatures into fnow, to accuftom 

them to cold and hardfhip, and to ftrengthen their SETS 

i hey . 
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They make no feaft at the birth of their Children, fave on- 
Vy atthar of the firft-born, and they obferve no fet time for 
that, but every man according to his humour: But when they 
affemble their friends to rejoice with them upon the birth of 
their fiv{t-born, they {pare nothing that may contribute to the 
entertainment and merry-making of the invited; whereas 
heretofore the Thracians accompanied with their tears the cries yerod. /, 50 
of thofe who came into the world, reflecting on the miferies 
they were to fuffer in this life. am 
~ But behold the brutality of our Savagesin their enjoyments, 
for the augmentation of their Family ! Afloon as the Wife is 
delivered the Husband goes to bed, to bemoan himfelf there, 
and act the part of the woman in that condition; a cuftome, 
which, though favage and ridiculous, is yet ufed, as fome af- 
firm among the Peafants of 4 certain Province of Frazce, where 
they have this particular phrafe for it, faire la convade: But 
what is moft troublefometo the poor Caribbian, who hath put 
himfelf into bed inftead of his newly-delivered Wife, is, that 
they oblige him to a certain diet for ren or twelve days toge- 
ther, allowing him every day only a little piece of Caffava, 
anda little water, wherein there had been boiled a little of that 
root-bread 5, afterwards his allowance isa little encreafed, yet 
ftill. continued in that fame diet; but he breaks the Caffava 
which is prefented to him only in the middle, for the {pace of 
about forty days,leaving the extremities entire, which he hangs 
up in his Hut, to ferve at the entertainment he afterwards 
intends to make for all his friends 5 nay after all this, he ab- 
ftains, fometimes for the fpace of ten months, or a whole year, 
from feveral kinds of meat,as Lamantin,T ortoifes, Swines-flefh, 
hens, Fifh,and delicious things,being fo pitifully fimple as to fear 
that thofe things might prejudice the child: butthis great ab- 
ftinence they obferve only at the birth of their firft-born 5 
for at thofe of the reft, their fafts are much lefs rigorous, and 
fhorter, not Jafting ordinarily above four or five days. 
. Among the Japonnefes and the Brafilians, the Husbands are De kact,é 
alfo fubject to the fame extravagance of perfonating the wo- Maffaus. 
men delivered 5 but they are not fuch fools as to faft in their | 
beds 5 on the contrary, they are delicioufly and plentifully 
treated with all things: Some affirm, that heretofore the fame 
thing was obfervabie among the Tibarians, a peoplenot far Alex. cb A- 
from Cappadocia, and fome others: But the natural Inhabitants lexandro. _ 
of Afadagafcar imitate this faft of the Caribbians, when they Fran. Cau- 
would have their children cireumcis‘d. ip 
Some of our Caribbians are yet guilty of another extrava- 
gance, worft of all for the poor Father who hath a child born; 
for at the expiration of his faft, his fhoulders are fcarified 
and open’d with the Tooth of an Agonty; and it is requifite 
that the befotted' wretch fhould not only fuffer himfelf to Be 
Ree Vip Q 
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fo ordered, but he muft alfo endure it without exprefling the 
leaft fentiment of pain: Their perfwafion is that the more ap- 
parent the Fathers patience fhall be in thefe tryals, the more® 
recommendable fhall be the valour of his Son; but this noble 
blood muft not be fuffered to fall to the ground, fince the effu- 
fion thereof contributes fo much to future courage 5, it is there- 
fore carefully fav'd to rub the childs face withall, out of an 
imagination he will be the more generous: This is alfo done in 
fome partstowards the Daughters 5 for though they are not 
to be in their military engagements, as the Amazons hereto- 
fore were, yet dothey go to the Wars with their Husbands, to 
provide Victuals for them, and look to their Veffels while they 
are engaged with the Enemy: 7 a Hd 

Affoon as the Children are born, the Mothersmake their 
foreheads flat, and prefs them fo that there is a defcent back- 
wards, for befides that that form of the forehead is accounted 
one of the principal pieces of beauty among them, they affirm, 
that it facilitates their fhooting upto the top of a tree ftand- 
ing at the foot of it, wherein they are extreamly expert as be- 
ing brought uptoit fromtheir child-hood. =. 

They do not fwathe their children at:all, but leave them at 
liberty to turn themfelves which way they will in their little 
Amacs, or Beds of Cotton, or upon little Couches of Bazana- 
leaves laid on the ground in fome corner of their Huts 5 and _ 
yet their limbs are not any way diftorted, but the whole body 
is perfectly well-fhap’d. Thofe who: have liv’d ameng the 
Maldivefes and the Topinambews, affirm the fame thing of the 
children of thofe people, though they never bind them up in 
any thing, no more then the Caribbiazs are. The Lacedemo- 
nians heretofore did the like. | 

They do not impofe Names on their children as foon as they 
are born, but after twelve or fifteen days, and then they call 
a Manand a Woman, who ftand as it were for Godfather and 
Godmother, and make holes in the child's ears, the under-lip, 
and the {pace between the noftrils, and put a thred through, 
that there may be places to hang Pendants : But if they con- 
ceive the children too weak to endure the boring of thofe 
parts, they defer that ceremony till they are grown f{tronger. 

Molt of the Names the Caribbzans give their children, are 
deriv'd from their Anceftors, or from divers Trees which: 
grow in their Iflands, or elfe from fome accident that happend 
to the Father while his Wife was with child, or during the 
time of his own lying in: Thus ones Daughter, in the Ifland 
of Dominico, was called Ouliem-banna, that is to fay, The leaf 
of the wild Vine, whichis a Tree whereof we have given a 
defcription in its proper place. Another of the fame Hand, 
having been at S. Chriftophers whilft his Wife was with child, 
and having there feen the Frezch General, nam‘d the tie 
Be | : ad 


had at his return, Geveral, upon remembrance of the kind en- 
tertainment he had receiv d at the General’s. bench hid) 
Something of this kind is alfo obferv’d among other Nati- , 
ons: For inftance, the Cazadians borrow Names from Fifhes Lefcarbor, 
and Rivers : The Virginians and Brajfilians take theirs from thé ose! 
firft thing they think of, as from Bows, Arrows, living. Crea- 
tures, Trees, Plants: The Grand Seignors of Turkeysare wont 
to give to the Eunuchs who keep their Wives, the Names of 
the faireft Flowers; to the end that thofe Women calling 
them by the fame Names, there fhould proceed nothing out 
of their mouths but what were decent. and delightful: ‘The 
Romans, as may be feen in Piutarch, fometimes took their 
Names from Fifhes, fometimes from their Country-divertife- 
ments, fometimes from the marks and imperfections-of their 
bodies, and fometimes from their moft Heroick Actions, in 
imitation of the Greeks: Nay the Holy Scriptures furnifh us 
with abundance of examples of Names taken from divers ac- 
‘cidents, as among others thofe of Bexoni, Pharez, Icabod, and 
thedike. ; H : 
The Names which the Caribbians impofe on their male chil- 
‘dren fome time after their birth, are not to be continu’d while 
they live; for they change their Names when they come to 
the’ age requifite to be receiv’d into the number of Souldiers: 
and when they have behav’d themfelves valiantly in the Wars, 
and have kill'd one of the chief Commanders of the Aron 
agues, they afiume his Name, asa mark of Honour: Which 
Cuftom relates fomewhat to what was practis’'d among the Ro- 
mans after their Victories, when they aflum’d tothemfelves 
the Names of the Nations whom they had {ubdu’d 5 as may be 
inftanc'd in Scipio Africanus, and divers others whom we need 
not cite. Thefe victorious Caribbians have alfo, in their Wines 
or publick rejoycing days, fome particular perfon chofen to 
give them a new Name, to whom they fay, after they have 
taken a fufficient defe of drink, Yeticlée y atec, that is, 1 wonld 
be named, name me; whofe defire the other prefently {atisfies : 
and in requital he receives fome Prefent, fuch as may be a knife, 
or a grain of Chryftal, or fome other trifle much efteem’d 
amongthem. (ae 
~The Caribbian Women fackle their own children, and are 
very good Nurfesand indulgent Mothers, having all the care 
_ Imaginable to bring them up; nay when their neighbours are 
gone to the wars they look to their Children. All the Peruviaz Garcil, & 
and the Canadian women, and moft of the Weft-Indians are Lefcarbor. 
alfo their own Nurfes: And inthe Eas?: Indzes, in the Kingdom 
of Tranfiana and the Maldivos, the women, of what quality Le Blanc & | 
foever they be of, are obliged to fuckle their own Children: 24d. 
And Tacitus affirms, that all ante nurs’d their own Children De Mor.Ger. 
anvong the ancient Germans: Nay it isreported that hereto- man, 
. Oe x2 fore 
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fore the’ Queens of Pekus took the pains to sains to bring up their own 
children: And we have the examples of fome Queens of 
bce ,. France, who have not thought thofe maternal endeavours be- 
tife- of Navi. low them: 3.aCuftom much contrary to that of thole Cazarian 
gations, Women, who commonly caus’d their Children to be fuckled by 
Goats:.The fame thing was alfo done by fome Country: wo- 
Effays,!.2. men of Guyenne, in Montaigne’s time. 
rae The Mothers of our little Caribbians do not only give the 
breaft totheir Children, but afloon as they are grown a little 
ftrong, they chew the Potatoes, Bananas and other fruits, to 
feed them withall: And though they fuffer the little ones to 
tumble up and down ftark naked uponthe ground, and that 
many times they eat:andlick duft, and other filth which they 
are aptto put into their mouths, yet do they thrive extream- 
ly, and for the moft part become fo ftrong, that at fix m ty 
they are able to goalone. 

At two years of age their hair is cut, and then faite isa 
Fea{t made for the whole Family 5 fome Parents defer till tha 
time the piercing or boring of their ears, lips, and the fpacebe- — 
tween the noftrils 5 yet is not this much in ufe, but only when 
the weaknefs of the child will not permit it to be done fooner. 
When they are a little more advanc'd in years, the Boys eat 
with their Fathers, andthe Girls with their Mothers : ers- 
in-Law, and all Relations which arein the collateral line with 
their true Fathers, they call by the gecenal name of a 
thers. 

Though the Children of the Cartbbians are not inftruéted to 
do’ any reverence to their Parents, nor to exprefs the refpect 
and honour they owe them by any geftures of the body 5 yet 
have they a natural affection for them, and if any injury be 
done them, they immediately efpoufe their quarrel, and en- 
deavour all the ways they cantobe revenged ; For inftance, 

a French-man of Gardeloupe having cut the cords of the Awa 
wherein an old Caribbian lay, by which means falling down he 
bruifed himfelf and put his fhoulder out of: joint, the old:man’s 
Son-in-Law immediately got together fome young men, who 
making an incurfion into the Ifland of Aéarigalanta, m es 
re French who were then beginning to plant the ; ves 
there.. 

But the main bat ack whichthe Caribbians mind in she edit 
cationof their Children, isto teach them the ufe of the Bow: 
And.to bring them the better on, afloon as they are able togo 
the Parents put their Breakfaft on the branch of atree, whence’ 
they mutt ftrike it down with their Arrows before they eat 5 
if they cannot there is no compaflion: As the Children grow 
up, their portion of meat is hung up higher Sometimes alfo 
they cut off a Bazava-tree, and plant it inthe ground as a But, 
toteach their Children to fhoot at the Fruit : by this means 

m. 
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in procefs of time they ‘come to be expert in thatiexercife., An- 
cient Hiftories tell us of other people, who not differing much 
from this Cuftom of the Caribbians, obliged their Children to 
fling down their meat from the place where they fet it. (5 
They commonly defign all their Sons to bear. Arms, and to 
revenge themof their Enemies, in imitation.of their Pxede- 
ceffors: But before they are ranked among thofe who may 
go to the wars, they are to be declared Souldiers: in othe'pre- 
fence of al] their kindred and friends, who are invited :to be 
prefent ac.fo (olemn a Ceremony: “The manner of it isthus's 
The Father, who had before got all his Friends together, 
eauifes his Son to fit on alow ftool; which is placed in the:midft 
of the Hut, or inthe Carbet 5; andiafter he hath reprefented to 
him the whole duty of a generous Caribbian Soldier, and 
made him promife that he will never _doany thing which may 
derogate from the glory of his Predeceflors, and that he will 
to the utmoft of his power,reyenge the ancient quarrel of his 
Nation , he takes by the feet a certain Bird of prey, which 
they call Mazsfennis in their language, and which had_ been 
ptepatedtong before for that purpofe, and with that he dif- 
charges feveral blows onhis Son, till fuch time as the bird is 
Killed, and the head of it crufhed to pieces: After this rough 
treatment, which puts the young man as it were into a maze, he 
{carifies his whole body with the tooth of an Agouty, and to 
cure the wounds he hath made, he puts the dead:bird into’ an 
infufion of Pymax-feeds, and he rubs all the wounded parts 
therewith, which caufesian extraordinary pain to the poor Pa- 
tient; but it is requifite hethould fuffer all this: with a cheer- 
ful countenance, without'the leaft difcovery of pain: Then 
they make him eat the heart of thebird; and to clofe the Ce- 
remony, he is laid intoa kind of Amac, where he is to conti- 
nue ftretched out to his full length, till his {trength be in a man- 
ner {pent, by reafon of much fafting: That done, he is acknow- 
ledged by all to be a Souldier 5 he isadmitted into the Affem- 
blies of the Carbet, and may goalong with the reft in all their 
military Expeditions which they undertake againft their 
_ Enemies. %, Le 
_ Befides the exercifes of war, which are common to all the 
young Caribbiars who would live in any efteem among) the 
Bravos of their Nation, their Fathers do’ many times defign 
them to be Boyez, that is Magicians, and Phyfitians : To that 
end they fend them to fome one of the beft skill’d in that dam- 
nable profeflion, that is, one who hath the reputation of in- 
vocating the evil Spirits, inftructing people how ‘to be re- 
venged of their enemies by forceries, and in curing divers dif- 
eafes whereto thofe of that Nation are fubject.: But it is re- 
quifite that the young man who is prefented to the Boyez to be 


inftructed in his Art, fhould be confecrated theretofrom be 
| child- 
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childhood by abftinence from feveral kinds of meat, by rigo- 
rousFafts, and that to begin his apprenticefhip, there is blood. ‘ 
drawn from all parts of his’ body with thetooth of an Agouty, 
after the fame manner asthofe areto be treated who are recei- 
ved Souldiers.: a nee = : 
The Caribbians do alfo teach their Childrento fith, fwim, ; 
_ make Bafkets; Clubs, Bows, Arrows, Girdles, Beds of Cotton — 
and Pyragas: Butto have any care of cultivating their minds, 
and inftructing them in any thing of civility, or vertue, ismore 
than could be expected fromthofe poor Savages, who have no 
other light thantheir own blinded underftanding , nor follow | 
any other rule in all the actions of their lives, thanthe fad dif 
order of vicious and corrupt nature.: i ie 
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Of the ordinary. Age of the Caribbians 5 their Difeafess 
the Remedies ufed by thenz in order to the Recovery 
of their Health ; their Death, and Funeral Solemnities. 
a Rite ieee . * 
He Caribbians being naturally of avery good tempera-' 
_ment, and endeavouring all they can to avoid trouble 
and difquiet, and confequently to fpend their lives with the 
greateft enjoyment of mind; it is no wonder,confidering with= 
all their ordinary temperance and fobriety, that they fhould be 
free from an infinite number of inconveniences and indifpofi- 
tions whereto other Nations are fubject, and that they fhould: 
come to their graves later than moft other people: The good 
air they live in does alfo in fome meafure contribute to their 
health and Jong life. Libs ad 
If therefore they donot die of violent deaths, they all of 
them live to.avery great'age; may they are fo vigorous in the 
extremities of age, that at fourfcore and ten they commonly 
get children: There are many among them who being above a 
hundred years of age, have not fo much asa grey hair: DeLery 
an Author worthy credit, affirms, that he feldom faw any grey 
ch.8. hairs in the heads of the Tapinambows of the fame age ; 
Other Hiftorians pe: that the wives of thofe Savages 
DeLaets bear Children till they are fourfcore years of age: And 
Hiftof Ame- fome French took notice of a Savage in the Country of Cana= 
ica, da, who hada better fight than any of them, and the hairof 
Lefcarbot, the head abfolutely black, though he were above a hundred 
years of age. 
The Caribbians live ordinarily a hundred and fifty years, 
and 
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and fometimes longer : For though they cannot number their 
years; yet isthe number thereof deduced from the account 

they give of certain accidents: And among others, there were 

not long fince living among them fome perfons who remembred 

thefirlt arrival of the Spaniards in America: Whence it is to 

be concluded, that they muft be a hundred and fixty years of. 

age at the leaft: And indeed thefe are fucha people as may, 

pais for the fhadow’of a body, and have nothing but the heart: 

living, being continually bed-rid, immoveable, and reduced to 

pure skeletons; ‘yet are they {till obferved to bein health : 

And it isfufficiently apparent, that their tongues are living as 

well as their hearts, and that their Reafon is not expir'd 5 for 

they do not only fpeak with much eafe, but alfo their memory 

and judgment are not chargeable with any defect. 

Nor is it much tobe admired that the Caribbians fhould live 

fo long, fince both ancient and modern Hiftories furnifh us with putch Reiee - 

examples enough to confirm this truth; and among others the ‘tions, pel. 

Dutch who have traded to the A4foluccoes, affirm, that in thatic. 24. 

_ Country the Iohabitants live. ordinarily a hundred and thirty Lefcarbot. 
years: Vincent le Blanc affirms, that in Sumatra Java, and the pide 
neighbouring Iflands, they live to a hundred and forty, as they oh ee 
do alfo among the Canadians , and that in theKingdom of “~~ 
Cafeby they hold out toa hundred and fifty : Pérard and fome Bergeron, 
others affure us, that the Braféliazs live no lefs, nay that fome-. Letcarbor, 
times: they exceed a hundred and fixty: And in Florida, and Pe 4aet- 
‘Jucatan, {ome have gone beyond that age : Nay it is reported 

that the French, at the time of Laudoniere’s voyage into Flo- 
rida, inthe year MDLXIV. faw there.an old man, who faid 
he was three hundred years of age, and Father of five Gene- 
rations: And if we may credit Aaffeus, an Inhabitant of Ben- 
gala,in the year 1557. made it his boaft, that he was three hun- 
dred thirty five years of age. So that all this confider’d; it isno 
incredible thing that our Caribbians {hould live {0 long. 

Afelepiades, as Plutarch relates, was of opinion, that general- py. py 
ly the Inhabitants of cold Countries liv’d longer than thofe les bi 30. 
of hor, giving this reafon, that thecold keeps in the na- © ” 
tural heat, and clofes the pores to that end, whereas that 
heat is eafily difperfed in thofe Climates where the pores are 
keptopen by the heat of the Sun: But experience, in the Ca- 
ribbians and {o many other Nations of the Torrid Zone who 
ordinarily live fo long, while our Evropeans commonly dye 
young, deftroiesthat argument. HEPA 

When it happens that our Cartbbzans, as {ometimes it muft, 
are troubled with any indifpofition, they have the knowledge 
ef abundance of Herbs, Fruits, Roots, Oils, and Gums, by the 
affiftance whereof they recover their health in a {hort time; 

. if the difeafe be not incurable: They have alfo an infallible 
_fecret to cure the f{tinging of Snakes, provided they -have nos 

| touch’ 
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touch'da vein; forthenthere isnoremedy: Thisis the juice 
of a certain Herb which they apply to the wound, and in four 
and twenty hours they are infallibly cured. 

The bad nourifhment of Crabs, and other infects on which 
they commonly feed, is the caufe that they are moft of them 
fubject to a troublefome difeafe, which in their language they 
call Pyans, as the French call ita kind. of {mall Pox: When 
thofe who are fallen into this difeafey eat of the Fram-Tortoife, 
or of Lamantin, or of €aret, which is another kind of Tor- — 
toife, they are immediately full of little rifings, inafmuch as 
thefe meats force the difeafe out ; they have alfo many times 
great Impoftumes, Cornes, and Carbuncles, in divers:parts 
of the body: Tocure thofe, which proceed forthe moft par¢_ 
from the bad nourifhment they ufe, they have. the bark of a 
tree called Chipiow, bitter as foot, which they fteep in water, 
and having ferap’d into that infufion the inner part of a great 
fhell called Lambys, they drink up that potion: They alfo 
fometimes pound the bark newly taken from certain trees of 


‘Miby, or other Withyes which creepalong the ground, or fa- 


{ten on trees, and drink the juice gotten fromit: but they do 
not willingly make ufe of this remedy but when the trees are 
moft full of fap. 

Befides thefe Medicines wherewith they purge the ill hu- 
mours within, they alfo apply outwardly: certain unguents,. 
and liniments, which havea particular vertue of taking away 
the blifters and marks which commonly remain ontheir bo- 
dies who have been troubled with the Pyazs: They make up — 
thefe Remedies with the afhes of burnt Reeds, mixt with the 
water which they get out of the leaves at the top of the Bali- 
feer-tree : They alfo ufeto the fame end the juice of the Junipa 
fruit, and they apply on the botches the husks of the fame 
fruit, which hath the vertue of drawing away the matter of 
the wounds, and toclofe up the Ulcers: They have not the 
ufe of Phlebotomy, but they ufe {carifications upon the place 
affected, by fcratching or opening it with the Tooth of an 
Agouty, and-caufing it to bleed alittle. _Andto take off fome- 
what of theaftonifhment, which might be conceived at what 
we have reprefented elfwhere concerning the incifions which 
thefe Barbarians make on themfelves upon divers occafions, 
whereby it might be imagin’d their bodies fhould be as it were 
mangled and covere With fears, it is to be noted, that they 
have alfo certain fecrets, and infallible remedies to cure them- 
felves prefently, and to clofe the wounds fo that a man cannot 
eafily obferve the leaft {car about their bodies. rh 

They alfo make ufe of artificial Baths, and provoke fweat 


_ by a kind of ftove, wherein they inclofe the Patient, who - 


receives his abfolute cure by that remedy: The Sorriquefés 
do alfo fweat their fick, but fometimesthey moiften them with 
their: 
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their breath: And for the cure of wounds, they and the\Flo- 
ridians fack out the blood, as was practis'd by the ancient!Phy- 
fitians, when any one had been bitten by a venemous beaft, 
- caufing him who was to dothat office tobe prepar'd for: that 

purpofe: It\is reported alfo that our Caribbians, when-they 
have been {tung by fome dangerous Serpent, caufe the wound 
to be fucked by their Wives, after they have taken a drink 
which hath the vertue of abating the force of the venomes 


345 


Lefcarbot & 
De Laet. 


The Topinambous do alfo fuck the. affected parts, though there De Lery; 
be no wound;. which is,alfo fometimes done in Floridas And . 20. 
the Turks when they are troubled with any defluxion and pain, Linfcot, c. 13 


either in the head, or any other part‘of the body, burn:the 
part affected. , aio mdonos eA 
_ Some Barbarian Nations have much ftranger remedies, in 
their Difeafes, asmay be feenin Hiftories: It 1s reported ;that 
the Indiaxs of Meckoacam, and Tabafeo in New-Spain, to cure 
themfelves of Fevers, caft themfelves ftark-naked into the 
River, thinking thereby to drown the .difeafe:: Some thing 
of the fame kind hath alfo,been feen: among the Caribbians ; 
for Monfieur dz Montel met there oneday an old man wafhing 
his head in a very cold fpring, and having asked) him the rea- 
_ fon of it, the man replyed, that it was to cure himfelf, for he 
was much troubled with cqld; and yet contrary to all rules of 
our Medicine, this f{trange remedy prov'd fortunate to the old 
man 3; for the fame Gentleman met him the next day very. 
well and lufty, and quite cur’d of his indifpofition ; and. the 
Savage failed not to brag of it, and laugh at the Freech-man for: 
pitying him the day before. cal sid at ok: don 
The Caribbians are very {hye in communicating their fecrets 
in Medicine, efpecially the women, who are very skilful inall 
thofe cures ; nay they are fo careful in keeping to themfelves 
the fovereign Remedies they have againft the wounds made by 
poifoned Arrows, that no rewards could yet prevail with them 
to difcover them to the Chriftians: But they are very willing: 
to comeand vifit them, andto drefs them when they ftand in. 
need of their affiftance: For a perfon of quality among the 
French having been dangeroufly bitten by a Serpent, was hap= 
pily recovered by their means : Which kindnefs of theirs makes 


Villament's 
Travels, 1.3. 


them differ much from thofe brutifh people of Guiany and pytch Relae 
Sumatra, who have no compaffion on their own fick, but leave tions, & V. 
them to fhift for themfelves like fo many poor beafts > But:the le Blanc. 
ancient people of the Province of Babylox concern’d themfelwes P- 1. « 24: 


fo particularly in all Difeafes, that the fick were there difpo- 
fed into a publick place, and every one was to teach them: that 
remedy which he had tryd upon himfelf: Thofe who have 
made Voyages to Cambaya affirm, that there is an Hofpital, 
there for the entertainment of birds that. are troubled with 
any, indifpofition. Ph 
Yy Whea 


bash!) Ghe he Hiflory of Bo OK Ul, 


X “Wied the’ ordinary y Remedies which our’ Carsbbians are 


“7, wortro makecufecof when oecafion requires, have'not the fue 
“"™ gefschey had ‘promifed to‘themfelves, their recourfe is to 


théirBoyex, that is their Magicians, who'alfo pretend to the 
a. 9 of Phyfick, and ‘having fent forthem, théy-ask their 

dvice concerning, the event of their ficknefs: Théfe ‘unhap- 
pyiinftruments of''Satan have'by their pecan: in’d fo 
greatmeputation among thefé' poor befotted peopl ile} that! they 


| arelooked upon’asthe Judges of life'and'death; ‘atid fo dread- 


ed by reafon of ‘their forcetiesy and the’ revenge‘they take’ on 


 thofe who flight them, that’ all think themfelves’ brie to 
were exprefsalcomplyarice with’theit advice. 


As concerning the Ceremonies obferved by t theth: ‘upon thefe 
occafions, we have'alreadygiven fome account thereof in the 
Chapter of theit Religion : Wis requifit ite above all things, that 
the:Houfeor Hut! into which the Boye isto enter, thould ‘be 
very neatly prepared for his reception 5 that the tittle Table; 
which they call Matoutou, fhould be furnifhed with Avakri for 
Maboya,that-is; an ‘offering of Caffava and Ovicow, for the evil 
Spirit; ‘as alfo with the firft-fruits of their Gardens, if it be the 
feafon of fruits: Te is further requifite) that at one end of the 
Hut; there fhould be as many’ low ftools or feats as there are 
to be perfons prefent at that deteftable action. 

After thefe preparations, the Boyé, who never does this work 
buti inthe night time, having carefillly put out all’ the fire in 
and about the Houle, enters'into it) and having found out his 
place‘ by ‘the"weak ‘light of a piece! of Tobacco fet on fire, 
which he hath in his hand, he firft pronounces fome barbarous’ 
words, then’ he {trikes the ground feveral times with his left. 
foot;and having put the ehd: ‘of Tobacco which: he had im his 
hand into his mouth, he blows upwards five or fix times the’ 
fmdke which comes out of ix, then rubbing the end of Tobac-’ 
co between hhiy hands he {catters it inthe ait : Thereupon thé! 
Devil, whom “he hath invocated by thefe apifhy Ceremonies, 
haking very violently the roof of the houfe, or making fome’ 
other;dreadfulnoife prefently appears, and anfivers ‘di(tibeay 
tora the queftions put to him by the Bayé.  * 

I the Devil affares him) ‘that ‘his’ difeate 5 whom he is. 


. ,cconfulted; 1s not mortal; ‘the Boyé, and the Apparition which: 


accompanies him, come neer the fick perfon to’ aflure him’ that: 
hefhall ‘foon recover his former health 5 and'to confirm him 


Y sh that hope, they gently ‘touch thofe parts of his body, where’ 


he feels moft pain, and having prefs'd them a little, they pre- 
tendithat there’ come out ‘of! them Thorns, pieces of Bones, 
fplinters of Wood and Stone,’ which’ were, as thefe damnable’ 
Phyfitians affirm, ‘the caufe Of his ficknefs: Sometimes alfo’ 
they moiften the part affected with their breath, and having 
ines di it feveral times, they perfwade the Patient ‘that by that 
means . 
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means they have got out all the venome which lay in his bo- 
dy, and caufed him tolanguifh: Infine, to puta period to this 
abominable Myftery, they rub the fick perfon all over with 
the juice of the Jumipa-fruit, which dies his body of a very 
dark brown, which is as it were the mark and feal of his cure. 

He who is perfwaded that he hath recovered his health by this 
damnable means, is wont by way of acknowledgment to 
makeagreat feaft, at which the Boyé hath the chiefeft place 
among thofe who are invited : He is by no means to forget the 
Anakri for the Devil, who fails not to be there: But ifthe 
Boye finds by the communication he hath had with his fami- 
liar, that the ficknefs 1s to death, he comes and comforts the 
fick perfon, telling him that his God, or to fay better his fami- 
liar Devil, having compaffion upon him, will take him into 
his company, and carry him along with him to be delivered. 
out of all his infirmities. 

Certain people of old finding themfelves unable toendure = 39 == 
the trouble and inconveniences of decrepit age, were wont “lian, /. 3. 
to difpatch their wearied fouls out of their infirm bodies with a °*3°- 
glafs of Hemlock: And fome others, as Plizy affirms, being Lib, 4.c.12; 
weary of their lives, caft themfelves into the Sea: But in other 
Countries the Children thought it too long to ftay till their PEL A eeke 
Parents were come to fo great age, and fo became their Exe- 
cutioners, and this they were authorized to do by a publick 
Law. And evenat this day the Sunfhines upon fome Provinces’ 
of Florida, where there are people fo curfed, asupona certain 
motive of Religion and Piety, to put their Parents todeath 
when they are old, as perfons ufelefs in this world,and charge- 
abletothem. ape : 

But how old foever they may be among the Carzbbians, the 
Children are never troubled to fee their Fathers and Mothers 
inthat condition: Trueit is, that fome Carzbbiazs heretofore 
have haftened the death of their Parents, and have killed their’ 

Fathers and Mothers out of a perfwafion that they did a good 
work, and rendred them a charitable office,by deltveringthem ©)". 
out of many inconveniences and troubles which attend old age. - - 
An old Captain among them,whom the Frezch called Le Pélote; 
made it hisboaft that he had done that deteftable fervice to |. | 
many of his Anceftors: But itis tobe obferved that the Carib- pe 
biaws did not pratife that inhumanity, but only towards thofe 
who defired to be delivered in that manner out of the miferies 
of this life; “and foit was a certaincompliance with their éar-. 
neft entreaties who were Weary of their lives : Moreover that 
piece of barbarifm was never univerfally received among them, 
and the more prudent fort doat the prefent deteft it, and main= 
tain their Fathers and Mothers to the laft gafp) with all. the 
care, and all the expreflions of love, honour, and refpect that 
can be expected froma Nation which hath no other light’ for 

+ ja ¥ ye its 
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its direction, than that ofa corrupt Nature: They patiently 
bear with their imperfections, and the frowardnefs of their. 
old age, are never weary of miniftring unto them, andas much 
as they can, keep neer them, to divert them, as the French have 
obferv’d in fome of their Iflands; which demeanour of theirs 
isthe more commendable, in that it is done amongft Barbari- 
ans: So that if any among them donot honour their Fathers and. 
Mothers, they have degenerated from the vertue of their An- 
ceftors. | : ! ma ay: 
.. But when after all their care and pains they chance to lofe 
any one of their Friends or Relations, they make great cries 
and lamentations upon his death: Wherein they differ much 
fromthe ancient Thracians, and the Inhabitants of the Fortu- 


Herod. I. 5. 


ann nate. Ilands,,.who buried their dead with rejoicing, dancing, 


Apollonius, 294 linging, as,perfons delivered out of the miferies of humane 
lg.c.t. life. After the Carzbbians have wept over their dead, they 
= wath. them, paint the bodies with a red colour, rub their 

\ oo heads with Oil, comb their hair, thruft up; the legs to.the, 
thighs, and the elbows between the legs, and.bend down the 

face upon the hands, fo that the whole body fomewhat refem- 

~ bles the pofture of the child inthe mothers wombs and then 

to. \ithey wrap itup in anew bed, till all things be ready to difpofe 


aa 


itintothe ground. | Kaya GF 91 9m0 ooy6d 

. There have been fome,Nations whe caft the. bodies of the 

"Drake's xy. Sead into Rivers, as fome Athiopians, did : Others caft them 
ages, part 2, tO Birds and Dogs, asthe Parthians, the Hircanzans, and fuch 
others, who were fomewhat of thefame humour with Dioge- 

wes the Cynick ;, Some,others, covered them. ,with heaps of 

{tones. It is reported of fome Inhabitants of Afrzck, that they 

difpofed their dead in. earthen Veflels; and that others put 

them into glafs : Heraclitws, who maintained that fire was the, 

principle of all things, would; haye the bodies of the dead. 

burnt, that they might return to their firft origine: And this) 

Cuftom, obferved for {everal ages) among the Romans, is.at 
Xenoph,Cy- this day prattifed among diyers oriental Nations + But cyrws 
roped, /.8. at,his death affirmed,that:there was nothing happier than to be. 
difpeled into the bofom of the.carth, ;the common Mother of 

Plin./,7.¢. all mankind: The firftRozeazs were of the fame opinion, for 
54. they interr’d their dead :, And of the feveral ways of difpofing 
of the dead, interring is that which 1s,in ule among the Carib-, 
rans: They;do, not make their Graves according to our. far 

fhion, butlike thole of the Turks, Brafilians, and Canadians,that, 

~  Isabout four or five foot-deep, and.round like a Tun: and at. 
the bottom.ef it, they fet a little ftool,.on which the Relati- 

Ons ane Friends of the deceafed place the body fitting, leaving 

it iq the fame pofture as they put it, in immediately after the; 
deathof the party.) Hic ge 
They commonly make: the grave. within, the houfe of the 
» i deceafed, 
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deceafed ; or ifthey bury him elfewhere, they alwaiys make: 


covering over the place where the body isto be laid, and after 
they have let ic down intothe grave, and wrap'd itin an Amac, 
they.make a great fire aboutit, and all the more ancient both 
men and womenkneel down: The wmen'place themfelves be- 
hind. the women,and ever and anon they ftroke them with their 
hands over their arms, to incite them to lament and weep: 
Then finging and,weeping they all fay. with a pitiful and. Ja- 
menting voice: “Alas, why didft thou dye ? Thou hadft-fo 
** much good Manioc, good Potatoes, good Baxanas, good Ana- 
“izas; Thou, wert belov’d in thy Family, and they had fo 
“great. care of thy perfon: Why therefore wouldft thou dye? 
‘* Why wouldft thou dye? If the party were a man, they add, 
“* Thou were fo valiant and fo generous ; thou: haft overthrown 
“fo many Eneniies 3 thou haft behav d thy felf gallantly in:fo 
“many fights; thou haft made us eat fo many Aronaguess 
“Alas! who fhall now defend us againftthe Arouagues > Why. 
“therefore wouldft thou dye ? And they repeat thefe expo- 
ftalations feveral timés over. eat manteny 3 

ihe Topzzambows make ina manner the fame lamentations 
over the graves of their dead : ‘* He is dead, fay they, that brave 
* Huntiman; thatexcellent Fifhermansthat valiant Warriour ; 
“chat gallant! eater of Prifoners; that great Deftroyer: of Por= 
““tugnemand Margajats 5 that generous. Defender of our Coun- 
““enyi, he is departed this: world: And they often repeat the 
fame expreffions: The Inhabitants. of Guinny do alfo.ask their 
deceafed what obliged them to dye, and they rub their Faces 
witha wifp. oftftraw, to try if that will awake. them: And 
Busbequins, inthe Relation of his Embaflies into Turkey relates, 
that pafling. through a, Down of Servia, named Yagodena,ihe 


heard the womenand young maids lamenting oveiia deceafed - 
perfon, and faying to him in their Funeral fongs, as if he had») », 
been able tohear them - ‘*.What have we deferved, and wheres 2" 
‘in have we been deficient, in doing thee fervice, andcom-: “ ' oe 


_ forting thee 2. What caufe,of difcontent have we ever given 
“thee that fhould oblige. thee to leave us? Which fomewhat 
relates to the complaintsof our Cartbbians, Stars 

The howlings and expoftulations of the Topiambous and the 
_ Virginians upon the like occafions laft ordinarily a month: The 
people of Agypé continu’d their lamentations feventy dayes 
And: fome Floridians employ old womento bewail the deceas 
fed:for.the {pace of fix months: But Lycurgus limited mourn 
ing forthe dead.to eleven dayss and that is much about the 


time that our Carébbians took to do the fame office, before they .< 


put the dead body into the ground: Forduring the fpace‘of 
ten dayes or thereabouts, twice every day the Relations, and 


the moft intimate friends:came to vifit the deceafed party:at _ 


De Lery,¢.§:; 
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his grave; and they always brought him fomewhatto eat and — : 


a i (oo drink 


drink, {aying to him every time: “ Alas! why wouldft thou 
“dye > why wilt thou not return to life again? fay not at 
** Jeaft that we refufed thee wherewithall to liveupon; for we 
“have brought thee fomewhat to eat and drink: And after 
they have made this pleafant exhortation to him, as if he fhould 
have heard them,they left the meat and drink they had brought 
with them at the brink of the grave till the next vifit, at which 
time they put it on his head,fincehe thought it much to ftretch 
forth his hand to take it. | . 
Acofta,De The Peruvians, the Brafilians, the Canadians, the Inhabitants 
Lery,P. Jue of Atadagafcar, the Canarians, the Tartars, the Chinefes, do al- 
oe nr,, £0 bring certain difhes of meat to the graves of their neereft 
Nich ee : aH Relations... And not to goto Countries at fo great a diftance,is 
Bergeron, there not fomething of this kind done among us? for during 
Carpin,@ certain dayes they ferve the Effigies of our Kings and Princes 
Trigaut. newly dead, and they are prefented with meat and drink, as 
if they were living, nay fo far as to tafte the meats and drinks 
before them. Up + 
The Caribbians of fome Mflands do ftill fet meat at the graves 
of the deceafed, but they leave them not fo Jong as they did 
..¢ heretofore, ere they covered them with earth: For after the 
Funeral lamentation is ended, and that the women have wept 
as much as they can, fome friend of the deceafed laies a plank 
over his head, and thereftputthe earth together with their 
hands till they have filled the grave; that done, they burn 
“~allthat belonged to the deceafed. | 
~~’ They alfo fometimes kill Slaves to attend the Ghofts of the 
deceafed, and to:wait on them in the other world: But thefe 
poor wretches get out of the way when their Mafters dye, in- 
to fome other Ifland: We may juftly conceive a horrour at-the 
Acofta’s Hit, telation of thefe inhumane and barbarous Funerals, which are. 
of China, De drench’d with the blood of Slaves, and divers other perfons, 
Laet,Garcil. and) among others women, who have. their throats cut, are 
Pirard, Lin- burnt and buried alive; to go and accompany their Husbands 
fcot,* into the other world, whereof frequent examples may be found 
in divers Nations : But our Carzbbians think it enough upon 
thefe occafions to put to.death only the Slaves of the deceafed, 
if they cancatch'\them. — uted x } 
_ ‘It was forbidden the Lacedeémouians to bury any thing with 
the deceafed perfon ; but the contrary hath beenand is ftill 
ecais ae practifed in divers Nations :\ For not tomention the many pre- 
an Todt cious things ‘which were confumed:with the Bodies that were’ 
: “burnt among the ancient Romans, Adacedonians, Germans and 
Lib.7.c.12. other people, we read in the Hiftory of Fofephus, that King’ 
Carpin. Solomon put-up great wealth: with the: body of David his Fa- 
De Lery, ther: Thusthe Tartars put into the grave with the dead per- 
siege, fon all his Gold and Silver: And the Brafilians; Virginians, Ca- 
pare Junius, wadians and feveral other Savages inter with the bodies, the ~ 
. cloths and whatever elfe belonged to the deceafed. The | 


Car. XXIV. The Caribby-Iflands. 


_ The fame thing was alfo pradifed among the Caribbians in 
their Funerals, betore they converfed with the Chriftians: For 
~ at the laft vifit they made to the deceafed, they brought along 
with them all rhethings he had ufed or worn about him in his 
life time, to wit, his Bow and arrows, the Botox, or Club, the 
Crowns of Feathers, Pendants, Chains, Rings, Bracelets, Baf- 
kets, Veflels, and other things, and buried all with him, or 
burnt them over the grave: But now they are grown better 
Husbands ; for the Relations of thedeceafed referve all thofe 
things for their own ufe, or elfe they beftow them as prefents 
onthofe who come to the Interment, who keep them in re- 
membrance of the deceafed. 

After the body is covered with earth, the neareft Relations 
cut off their hair, and faft very rigoroufly, out of a perfwafion 
that by that means they fhall live longer and more happily - 
Others forfake the houfes and the place where they have bu- 
ried any of their kinred, and go and live elfewhere: When 
the body is neer rotted, they make another affembly, and after 
they have vifited, and fighing trampled on the Sepulchre, they 
have amerry meeting, at which they drown all their grief in 
Ouicon. Thus the Ceremony is concluded, andthe poor Car- 
cafs is no further tormented. 
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CARIBBIAN VOCABULARY, 


ADVERTISEMENT... 


We faid. elfewhere, that the Men and Women amon 
the Caribbians ufe feveral words to expre{s the fame 
thing, fo that the Men have aterm peculiar to themfelves, 
and the Women another to them... Thofe. words. therefore 
of this Vocabulary, after which the letter M. is fet, are 
— fuch as are properly ufed bythe Men : And thofe which 

have a W after them, are the proper * “terms of the 


Women. 
nounced long. 


The accent. denotes the fyllable to be pro- 
Note alfo that .ch is every where to 


ees. the thin the Caribbian words. ii 


I. The PARTS of MAN’S 
Bodie. 


r Body, Nokobou. 

iN Fat, Takellé. 

Wy skin, “Nora. This fignifies 

. generally whatfoever ees 
for a covering. 

My bones, Nabo. This fi fi gnifies 
alfo a griftle, and the Fe 
Jprig of a Plant. 3 

The Caribbians.ake no df itt: 

> Eion between the Veins and 
the Nerves, and they expres 
both by the word.Nillagra, 
which figuifies my Nerves or 
my Veins, as Lillagra, his 
Nerves or his Veins. By the 
fame name they alfo call. the 
roots of trees. 


| My My. blond, Nitta. M4. Nimesna : 


dou. W. The bair of myhead 
or Body, Nilibouri. 


My head, vecheucie. 
My Eyes, Nakou. .. 


The ball of my oe, Nakou. 


euke, that is properly , te 


kernel of my Eye. 


My eye-lid, Nakou-ora,, thee 


is, the skin of my. eyes 
My Eye-brow,Nichicouchispro- 


perly a: piece of my Eye. 


The hair of the Eyelids, Nakou- 
ee properly the hair f the 

Wy verted. Nepéhe,. ed 

My face, Nichibou., «°°, ox 


Ady Nofe,Nichiti, ~  ,....° 
4 ohh ! Pee ' an A 
balls ad] ead oT 


My mouth, Niouma. . 
My lip, Nioumarou: 
My tooth, Nari....., 
My cheek: teeth, npekcuke WA. 
My jaws, Nari- aregrick, pte: 
perly, that which 3s next.ta 
my teeth. 
ez 


~ 


= ae 


—— 


eA (aribbian Vocabulary. 


My ear, Narikae. 


My Temples, Nouboyoubou. 


My cheeks, Nitigné. 

My chin, Nariona. 

My breaft, Nouri. 

My bofome, Narokou. 

My fhoulder, Néché. 

My arm, Narreuna; zt figni- 
fies alfo a wing. 

My elbow, Neugueumeuké..: 

My hands, Noucabo. 

My fingers, Noucabo-raiin’s as 

be ‘you faid the little ones.or 
Children of my hand. 


zs athing added ; which word 
they apply alfo to a piece Lay 
ona garment. 

My ankle, Noumourgouti.. ‘ 


| Wy foot, Nougouti. 


My heel, Nogouti-ona. 

My toes, Nougouti-raim, that 
as properly, the little ones of 
the foot. 


The fole of my foot, Nougouti-, 


rokou, that és properly the in- 


| fide of the foot. 
Whereas they very feldome 


exprefs themfelves by the inde- 


iy thumb ,Noucabo-iteignum, finite names, efpecially when they 


that is properly, what is oppo- 
fete to the fingers. 


- The pulfe, Noucabo-anichi, that 


as properly, the dee f the 
band. 

My ‘nail, Noubara. 

My fromack,, Nanichirokou. 

My heart, Nioiianni, M.; Na- 
nichi, W. this word fignifies 
alfo my foul. 

My lungs, Noara. 

My Liver, Noubana. ! 

My Entrails, Noulakae, that 
‘fianifies alfo the belly. 

My Reins, Nanagané, 

Wy fide, Nauba. 

The Spleen; Couémata. 

The Bladder, Ichicolou-akae. 

My Navil, Natioma.\> >) 

Ti be nutnral parts of the’ ‘Man, 
‘Yaloukouli,: ~ Nehetera, 


OW. 

The natural ae of the Wowian, 
Touloukow. : 

_, Saas =parts , Narioma-ro- 


ealeme pilibek’ Niatta. 


My Thigh, Nebouik. 

My knee, Nagagirik. 

My Ham,’ ‘Nichaowa-chaoua. 
My Leg, Nourna. 

My foin, Nourna-aboulougou. 
4 joint, Napataragoune, that 


(peak of the parts of the body, 
but refirain them to one of the 


three perfous, we have here fet. 


then down under the firft : Who- 
ever therefore would put then 
under any of the other two, 


needs only change the firft letter | 
of every word, as may be feen in 


the ehapter of their Language. 


i. KINDRED 
and 


ALL Td WOE 


T Kinfisan, Nioumou- 
likou, M. Nitoucke, W. 
My marriage, Youclletelt. 
My Husband, Niraiti..~. 
My Father, fpeaking to tim, 
Baba, M. azd W. 
My Father, Speaking of. bike; 
Youmaan, M. Noukonehili, 
W. 


My Eiiiefarben) ‘Ttainoutou, 
M. Nargouti, W. 

My Unkle by the Fathers fede, 
they call him Father, Baba. 
And to fienifie the true and 
proper Father ,° 
would exprefly diftingusfh 
‘hin, they Or eis 

tris: 


when they 
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this addition , Baba tin- 
. naka. 
Nee Uncle by the Mother fide, 
Yao, M. Akatobou, W. 
My Son, Imakou, Imoulou, 
Yamoinri, M. Niraheu, W. 
My Grand-child, Hibali,. when 
there is but oue: But when 
there are more, Nibagnem. 
My Elder-Brother, Hanhin, M. 
Niboukayem, W. ( 
My younger-Brother, Diiaaoit 
and Ibiri,M. that is properly, 
my half: Namouleem, W. 
My Brother-in-law, and my 


Coufin-german ay the Mother- 


fee, Ibamouy, M - Nikeliri, 

Bt Couft 2 not married to the 
Coufin- German , TES ae 
num. « 

My ‘Nephew, Hanshagenel 


My Son-in-law, Hibali mou- | 


kou, that is properly, idee 
“\ makes little ones... 

My Wife,Yenenery, M. the wo- 
men fay, Liani, bis Wife. 


My Mother, freaking to her both 


men and womer fay; Bibi, 
which word és alfo an exttla- 
_ mation. 

A mother, peaking of her, Tcha- 
num, M M. ‘Noukouchourou, 

My mother-in-law by a fecond 
marriage, “Noukouchorou- 
teni. 

ly mother-in-law,whofe déugh- 
ter I have married, Imenou- 
ti. 

a Grand-mother, Innouti, M. 
“Naguette, W. 

My Aunt by the mothers: fide is 
called mother, Bibi. 


Naheupouli. 
My oe Niaaiti, M: Ni- 
Taheu, W 


My Sifter, Nitou. 
ry lca: Ss iter, Bibi-Ouanou- 


The - younger fifter, Tamoule- 
louan, 

Step-daughter, Daughter-in-law 

_. and Neece, Nibaché. 

My fhe-Confin- german, ¥ ouelle- 
ri,M. that is to fay, mp fe- 
male, or fhewhois promifed 
mesbecaufe naturally they are 
tobe wives to ‘their Coujins. 
The women fay, Youellou. 

The. Children. of two Brothers 
are called brothers and fifterss 
the Pie "23 oA “ee ube | 
dikes qr 


Mi s ~ 
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ENG \and= 
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“ava LITLES. 


eats or amale, Ouckélli, 

“M.té2 the plural number, 
= Ouablienh Eyeri, W. az: tbe 
pluralsEyertum. 

A Woman, or a Feutale Ouelle, 
M. inthe plaral: number, Ow 
liem: Inarou, W-: eam: the 
: plural, Innouyum. \ ONT AN 

A Child, Niankeili. | ; 

A Boy, Mouléke. ° Gtnd ons oh 

A Girl, Niaibelyoss ‘ 

Alittle boy, Ouckelli-raeu,pro- 

‘perly alittle male. ? 

Alittle girl, Quelle-raeu, pro- 
\perly, a little female. >> 

Anold man, Ouaiali. 

A Father of a Family, Tiow- 
boutouli authe. 


| 4 Widdow and peadowes e, 
The Aunt by the Fathers- “fe ide, 


Moincha. 
A Comrade, Banaré. et 
A Friead, Ibaouanale, M. Ni- 
_tignon, Wes. 


Zz 2 iy 


EN: oe 


a ce sr ere 


An Enemy, Etoutou,M. Akani, 
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An Enemy who goes clad in 
oppofitzon to thofe who 
go naked, Etouteu noubi. 

Savage, Maron: The. Caribbi- 
ans attribute that. 2ame only 
to animalsvand wild fruits. 

An Inhabitant, ‘Bonon. |.’ 

Aa. Iflander;\or Inhabitant of 
the Iftandss Qubao-bonon. 

Au Inhabitant of the oi Haale 
Baloué-bonon. 

A man come. thither: ly. Sea, 
Balanaglé.t\Thas’ they" call 
the Chriftians , becaufe they 
come to their Country by Sea. 

An Admiral, or General of a 
naval Aro, Nhaléné. 

A Captain of a Veffel, Tioubou- 
touli Canaoua. 


A Commander in. chief, or Ge- | 


neral, Ouboutou; ix the 
plural numb. Ouboutounum. 

A Lieutenant, Tiouboutouma- 
li arici; . that. is properly, the 
track, of the Captain, or that 
\ which appears after bim:\ 

A Souldier or Wartionn’) Ne- 
toukouiti. S 

A Sentinelyse or. nets Arikonti 

= \‘Nabmea: / 

My Prifonerof 7 war ‘Niovitou- 
li, Niouemakalici / Wisdd 
He who hath thé charge of en en- 
tertaining: eafin i Doli 

okaitie: | oo 


My hired firvant fick as he, 
» Chriftians have, Nabouyou. 
A fervant mho is an oasig 


Slave, Tamom) »:°% sivs 
4A Hunt/man; Ekerouti.. 
Fat, Tibouleli.: ore 
Lean, Touleelis, als 
Great, Mouchipecli.’ 
Big, Ouboutonti. 
Little, Nianti,racu. 9° 
Pretty little one, Pikenine, i in 


TP. 


nA 


the baftard Language. 

High, \nouti. 

Low, Onabouti. 

Deep, Ouliliti, Anianliti. 

Broad, Taboubéreti. 

Long, Mouchinagouti. 

Round, Chiririti. 

Square, Patagouti. 

Fair, Bouitouti. . 

Deformed, Nianti ichibou. 

Soft, Nioulouti. 

Hard, Téleti. 

Dry, Ouadrrou, Ouarrouti. 

Moift, Kouchakouali. 

Heat and cold are exprefs'd in 

\ the ix. Se#ion. 

White, Alouti. 

Black, Ouliti. ee 

Yellow, Houereti. 

Red, Ponati. 

Ti hey have no names but only for 
a four colours, and they 

efer all the reft to then. 

A r zef, Youalouti. ‘ 

An inceftnous perfor, ‘Kaleo 
“syoukouatiti.. . — 

An Adulterer, Oulimateti.. 


‘| 4 Fornicator, Huereti.. 


Quarrelfome ,. Qulibimekoali, 
-Koauaiti. 

A treacherous perf, Nirobou- 
tdith.. s.5 

Evil, Oulibatt,; ‘NigNbuande 

Good » lroponti. ; 

Wife, iKamehieneie ont 

Cunning, Manigat.. 

A fool, Leuleuti ao, or Tal alow- 
aliiaos that is.properly, h 
who hath nolight. 

Valiant, Ballinumpti. 

Cowardly, Abaouati.: 

Joyful, Aouerekoua, Liouani. 

Sad,;Imouemeti gh 

Drak. Nitimainti. ; 

Rich; Katakobaiti. 


_| Poor, Matakobaiti. a 


Picquant, Chowchouti. — 
Dead, Neketali. 
VI. 
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WV. ACTIONS 
and 
PASSIONS. 


E puts his truft iw him, 
Moingatteti loné. 
Stay for me, Jacaba, Noubara. 

Hope, expe, Aljiré. 

Hope in bim, Emenichiraba. 
ope, Ementchira. 

_ My bope, Nemenichiraeu. 

My fear, Ninonnouboull. 

My joy, Naoucregon,M.Niou- 

anni, W: 

My fadnefs, Nitikaboué. 

He is born, Emeignouali. 

You are welcomes Halea tibou. 

I am hungry, Lamanatina. 

Tam thirfty, Nacrabatina. 

Give metoeat, or give me fome 
bread Yerebali um boman,M. 
Nouboute um boman,; W. 

Give me fome drink, Natoni 

boman 

Eat, in the Imperative, Baika. 

Toecat, ix the Infinitive, which 

is feldome ufed, Aika. 

I eat, Naikiem. % 

Drink thou, Kouraba. ™ 

I drink, Natiem, Natakayem. 

Lam warm with drinking, or 

have drunk plentifully, Na- 
charoijatina. 

Come hither, Hac-yeté. 

Go thy wayes, Bayouboukaa. 

Speak, Ariangaba. | 

Ifpeak, Nanangayem. . » 

Hold thy peace,Maniba. 

Sit down, Niourouba. 

Lie down on the ground, Raoig- 

-maba. 

Rife up, Aganekaba. 

Stand up, Raramaba. 

Look, Arikaba. 

Hear, Akambabaé. 

Blow, [rimichaba. 

Ta it, Aochabaé. 

Touch it, Kourouabaé. 


Go, Bayoubaka. 

T 40, Nayoubakayem. 

Walk, Babachiaka. 

Run, Hehemba. 

Dance, Babenaka. a 

I dance, Nabinakayem. °° | 

Leap, Choubakouaba. 

I aw going, or about to leap, 

Choubakoua niabou. 
Laugh, Béérraka: ° 
I laugh or am glad, Naouéte 
koyem. | 

Weep, Ayakouaba. 

Sleep, Baronka. © | 

Awake, Akakotouaba. 

Watch, Aromankaba.. >| 

Labour or pains-taking, Youa- 
tegmali,M. Notmaniklé; vie 

Refi, Nemervoni. » 

A Fight, Tibonilenoumstia 

War » Nainchoa;: M. Niteetouk 
kouli, W. 

Peace, Nivémboulouli: ‘sah 

He is defeated, Niouellemainti. 

He és overcome, Enepali.'\ 

Breathe, Aouraba banichi; that 
is properly, refrefo hy sah etag 

Blow, Phoubaé.» -  - 

Spit, Chouéba. > vader 

Cough, Hymbas). 

Wipe thy nofe, Nainraba. 

To eafe ones felf, Homouta.' 

Wajfh thy felf, Chibabas: © > 

Moiften, 'Touba Kouba. sie 

Go to wah thy felf, Akao bouika 

I fwim, Napouloukayem.*’ 

I {wine well, Capoitloukatiti,”” 

He was drown’ d, Chalalaali. 

He was choakd, ‘Niarakouali. 
Open, Talaba. ~ "© 

Shut it,Taba. 8° Ss 699 

Seek, Aloukaba. ne SAN 

Find, \bikouabaé. ae 

Fly, Hamamba. 

Thou falleft, Batikeroyen. * 


LR 


| Loofe it, Aboulekouabaé... 


Sell it, Kebeciketabaé: 
Buy; Amouliakaba. > 
He trades, Haowanemeti. 

Go 
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Go a hunting, Ekrekabouca. 

That which I have taken in 
bunting, Nekeren. 

He fhoots well with the Bow, Ka- 
chienratiti, Boukatiti. 

He fhoots well with a gins Ka- 
touratiti. 

Goa fifhing, Tikabouke authe, 

I fib, Natiakayem.. 


What I have got a fipings Na- | 


tiakani. 

He is come into the Port, Abotir- 
ricaali. 

I fieg in the Church, Nallala- 
kayem. 


I ft ng a ‘feng, parodia se: | 


He isin love with her, or wakes 


much of ber, Ichoatoati tao. 

Kifs me, Chou nieupsclge 
gou. 

I, would be awed, name: we 
Yetikleé yatek. 

He loves hin, Kinchinti font 
‘Tibouinati. : 

He bates bins Yerekati loné.:3 

A quarrel, Liouelébouli. \. 

Druekeanefs, Linetimali.... 

Strike, beat, Baikoaba.. . 

A whip or wand Abaichaglé. . 

Beat hive, Apparabaé. 9; 

Scratch, Kiomba. ....\; 

Kill hin, Chiouibae.. 

He és well, Atouattienly, | 

He is fc ick, Nanegactl Nan- 
netelti.. 3.4) | 

Sicknefs, Aneck.. 

He hath bewitched me, Nara- 
liatina. : 

Z will be revenged,. Nibane 
bouibatina. 

Revenge, Nayouibanabouli. 

He bath bitten him, Kerrelialo. 

He is wounded, Niboukabou- 

ali. 

He is yet: living, Noulangaili 
M. Kakekeili, We i. 5 

Life, Lakakechoni. | ik 

He is dead, aris. Pilgta: 


ee OX 6 


ee 4 e 


mainali, M. Hilaali, W. 

Bury him, or it 5 which is nop 
Jaid only of a man, but gene- 
rally of whatfoever i is put in- 
to the ground, as of a Plant, 
Bonambaé. 

Buriall, Tonamouli. 


vere ete = 


el 


V. Things relating to 
HOUSE-KEEPING 
and TRADE: 


tetare 


Village, Authes sii) 
A Publick- Honfe,Karbet. 


A 


| 42 ordinary bhoufe, Toubana, 


M. Touhonoko, Wi. 
A Penthoufe, Covering, or Hut 
vyfaddenly ercéted, a , 

4 Garden, Maina. 
My Garden, imainalt M. Ni 
chali, W.. 


A Trench for the plating of 


Manioc, Tomonack. «: .\.. 

The Roof, Toubana ora;.pro- 
perly, the covering ae the 
Houfe or Hut. 

AWallor Pallifado, Kourara.. 
Floor of boards fae have sad 
any. Nome 

A Plank, Thobe died 
A door, Béna. .:; 
A Window » Toullepea; proper 


os aHole. ‘ 
A Bed, Amac: and. Akat, M. 
Nekera, W. 1. Aes 


A Table, Won dead : 

A Seat, ‘Halaheu. ug 

A Cage, Tonoulou-bannas)» +. 

A Veffel, Takae, whichis gene- 
rally applyed to all Veffels.. 


| 4 Vefel made of a Gourd, Coui. 


Half the Coui, which forves for 
a dif, Tauba ; 3 this orm fig 
nifies properly.a fidee 

A Dagens ae Rittae 

| 


Sy 
KB. ‘ 


3 


eA (aribbian A Caribbian Vocabulary. 


A Glafs, Flagon, A Gla{t, Flagon,bottle, Boutel- |" flrengers) Boutel- 
la, from the Spanith. 

The wooden frame which ferves 
for a Gridirox, and. is by o- 
ther Savages called Boucan, 
Youla. 

Au Iron Pot or Kettle, Touraé. 

An Earthen Pot, Taumaliakaé, 
and Canary. 


A Candleftick, or any thing 


that holds athing, Taketakleé. 


“A Candle, Lamp, Torch, Youli, 


which is a Sakdabwobd 
which yields a Gum. 
A pair of. Suuffers, Tachackou- 
“ otaglé., 33 


_ A Hook, fica’ 


A needle, ‘Akoucha. 


A pin, Alopholer. Yh. : 4 
A Coffer, Arka. 


A bafket, ATaouata, Catoli? 


The hair-cloth to fift the meal 
of the Manioc, and to ftrain 
the Ouicou, Mouchactie 


Filefh that may be eaten; Te- 


keric. 


ee aReesF-meat, Atibeler,, Ache- 


(tn 
“Sunde Taomali, or Taumali. 

A difh of hafh'd meat, Natara. 

A Feajt, Natoni, Laupali, Ele- 
toak. 

Poifon, Tiboukoulou, M.» Ti- 
baukoura, W. — 

Merchandife, E Eberitina. 

A Merchaxt, Baouanemoukou. 

A Piraga, or great she of the 
Savages, Canaoiia.* 

A little veffel of the Savages, 
which we call Canow, Cou- 
lala. 

4 Ship, Kanabire 3 this pro- 
bably is derived from the 
French word Navire. 

A Cord, \bitarrou. 


a Cable, Kaboya; “t#s a word 


xo donbt fran'd by them fince 


their acquaintance — with 


2 


— firangers; as are aljfo fome 
of the enfuing. 

An Anchor, Tichibani, and 
Ankouroute. 

A Knife, Couchique. 

Sciffers, Chirachi. 

Mach, Mouche,a word of the 
corrupt Language. 

Tez, Chonnoucabo raim, that 
is, all the fingers of both 


Ragaes 


Twenty, Chonnougouci raim, | 
that is, allthe fingers of both 


hands, and all. the toes of 
both feet; they cannot uum- 
ber any farther. 
Behold thy bed, Bouekra. | 
Behold thy wear; En yerebaili. 
Behold thy drink, En batoni. 
Gramercy, or well, Tao. 
Tes, Anhan. 
Nay, Oua. 
To morrow, Alouka. 
Good morrow, Maboué. 
Raregte Huican: 


Ard Be “ORNAMENTS 
and . 
AR M: ‘ES. 


* l Soyes and) trifles in aha 


rall, Cacones. 
A Crown, "Tiamataboni. © 
A-Ring, Toukabouri. 
A Chain or Necklace, Eneka. 
My Chain, Yenekali. 
A Bracelet, Nournari. 
Pendants for the ears, Narikae- 


la. 
A Girdle, jecdnri, Niranvary. 
Spani(h Leather, Tichepoulou. 
A Comb brought out of Europe, 
‘Baina. 
A Comb of Reeds, Boulera. 
A Handkercher, Nainraglé. 
A Looking-glajs, Chibouchi. : 


a37= 


. (aribbian Vocabulary. 


Sword, Echoubara: A Scorpion, Akourou. 
An “Arguebus or. Musket, Ra- |4 Fifh, Authe; avd inthe cor- 
«kabouchou. -rupt L anguage, Pisket. 
A Piftol, Bakabouchou raeu, ‘The fhell. of a Fifh 5 they wame 
properly, alittle Musket. the fib, and then’ add ora, 
Great Guns, Kaloon: as much as to fay, the fhell or 
A Pike, Halberd, Ranicha. covering of tbe fh: Thus — 
‘The point of it, af chbani M. | ° Ouataboui-ora\, is) that 
\Laboulougou, Wo x which we have  Yfewbere 
The middle, kitana. called aLambis... 
The end, Tiona. : A daeiqueto; a kind of flye, Aé- 
A bow , Oullaba; M. Chimala, ytera.dywl 
JW. ‘thefe +o words fi gnifie Another hea of. final fives. com- 
is alo atrebs, monly called Matingoins,and 
The ftring of the bow, Ibitarrou. |, Aeown under that name, Ma- 
Arrows, Alouani, Bouleoua, lu Kalabala: Zt feems their 
oo . Hippé. . feet are white. : 
The Club. which the Savages ufe A Flye, Hueré-hueré.. 
-anflead of @ a: sword, Bouttou. The, glittering fe, Cogouyou, 
: Reliffering much from the 
| Se Te Cocuyos ofthe other Ta- 
Vil. LIV IN G || abit te 
ird, Tonoulou. 
CREA TU R E ct | 4 Turke ey-cock, Ouckelli-pika- 
“ka. 


Dog, Anly... 
A Bitch, Ouelle ‘anly, A Turke ey-hen, op 
properly the female ofthe dog. | An ordinary ben, K gee 


A i fwine, Bouirokou, fometimes | A Duck, Kanarou. 
they alfo call that creature, | A Goofe, Iriria.:. 
Concoin.' > A Parrat, Koulehinesar 
An Ape or Monkey, Alouata. _|.4 Pigeon, Opakoukoua. 
ee or Turtle, Catallou, | A Turtle, Oulleou. Oil 
and in.the.corrapt. FRPBMEEE. | | 4.Partridge, Ouallami. 
Tortillésy:yo0 Ao | AF eather. > 1 oubanna,thés ff fi ge 
The great Lémand,  Quayamaka ; 3 | fies allo a leaf. | 
the fame,, mbich other... Wadi | A wing or arm, Tarreuna. 


ans calllganasy: «. ©... | Abeak, or month, Tiouma.. 
The little Lizard, or catch. ie | 4 foot or claw. , Tougouti. 
/ Oulleouma.,, | was odt Yo |: 


A moufe, Karadied 
A Cat,Mechou.  - | 
The Soldier, a kind of Snail beh | 

, called, Makeré. Stee 


VIL TREES 
Cu singe” a 


4 Pifmire, Hagué. 


A Spider, Koulaélé. : 


. A Serpent, Héhué. » | 
A Snake, Couloubera, ee | 


ak 


the Spanith. > \si 


| 4 Flower, lehné,. 


ena ey 


THe, Huehoe. . va 
wr Plant, Ninanteli.. 


Frait 


eA (aribbian Vocabulary. 


Fruit, or feed, Tun. 
A leaf, Toubanna, this figni- 
fies alo a feather. 

4 Branch, Touribourt. 

A Thorn, a Cyon, Huéhuéeyou, 
properly, the hair of the tree; 
or Huéhuéakou, as if one 
would fay the eies of the 
gree. 

A Forrest, Arabou.- ler vi bre 

Figs, Bakoukou. Orenges, and. 
Lemons, or Citrons they call 

“ as we do, becaufe thefe. fruits 
were brought thither out of 
Euro 

The Sales tds Malimali. 

Cotton, Manoulou. 

The: Cotton-tree . Manoulou- 
akecha. 

The wild-vine, Quliem. 

Raquette, a fruit fo named oy 
the French, Batta. 

A great kind of Thiftle, Akou- 
lerou. 

Tobacco, Youli. 

A Melon, Battia. 

~ Peaje or Beans,. Manconti. | 

A Cane, or Reed in general, Ma- 
‘boulou, Tikasket. 

‘The Sugar-caue, Kaniche. 

The juice of the Canes, \or the 

otmine thereof, Kanichira. | 

Sugar, Choucre, 4 baa it 
word. 

Apberb, Kalao. 

A rat. that may i eaten, To. 

Waralés so: A oes 


YS 
EGC 


“i 
MAS 


X: THINGS ELE- 
MENTARY. -and 
INANIMATE. 
He Heavens, Oubekou. | 
A white cloud, Al 
A black cloud, Oudallion. 
Mifty weather, Kemerel. 
A Star, Oudloukouma. | 


ons 


[A 
ou. _ Ka bye 


The Sun, Huyeyou, M. Kachi, 
W 


The Moon, Nonum, M. which 
word fi ignifies ale the carth, 
Kati, W. 

A day, Libuy coult, 

Light, Lalloukoné. 

Lightfome, Laguenani. 

Night, Ariabou. | 

Darknefs, Bourreli. 

It is day, Haloukaali. 

It is night, Boureokaali. 

The air, Naouaraglé. 

The wind »Bebeité, zt fometines 
alfo fignifies the air. 


| Fire, Ouattou. 


Afbes, Balliffi.. - 
Rain, Konoboui. 

Hail, Ice, Suove, are things 
they are not ‘acquainted withall: 
Winter is alfo unknown, to then. 
Summer, Liromouli. 
Cold, Lamoyenli- 
Heat, Loubacha.. _ 
Fair ‘weather , leromonmééli. 

They call it “alfo by fy name 

of. Sumueer. 

It é fair weather, jee 
It is, foul weather, Yehumeti., 
Thuader,, Qualou ouyoulou.. 
The noife of Thunder, Trtrgue- 


tenni. 
A tempeft, Youalloa, Bointara, bis Whaeee Comey 
May CAM. 


X Qurogan, which # the nb 
Common nate. yee 
The. Rain-bow, _Alamoulc Bg 
Xoulonca,.4 AS, if they. tS 
faGod' s plume of feathe "FES 
A Mountain, Ouéebo. 
A Valley, Taralironne. 
Ax afcent, Tagreguin. 
A plain, Liromonobou. — 
Water, a River, Tona. 
Tiana 
or Fountain, Tabou- 


Te 


ms eet 


likani. 
A Weill, Chiekati. 
A Brook, Tipouliri. 
Aaa 


bY spp ed 


4g. 


The 


— poe > 


eA ( aribbian Vocabulary. | 


The Sea, Balanna,M. Balaoua, Caribbians account fuch , and 
W. ' | allow the place of Gods. 

The earth, Nonum, M. that fig- A Good Spirit, which they 

nifies alfo the Moon, Mona,W. | hold to be aDivinity,and where- 


Excrement, Itika. © | of every one of then hath one 
Sand, Saccao. | peculiar to himfelf for his God, 
A way, Ema. # alfo called \cheiri, which is 
A Stone, Tebou. the term of the men, and Che- 
A Rock, Emetalt. mun, which zs that of the wo- 
A Ifland, Oubao. | men, atd whereof the plural is- 
The Continent, Balou€. Chemignum: So that thofe 
Wood, Huéhue, it fignifies alfo | words are anfwerable to God 
atree. | and Gods. pa 

Iron, Crabou. My good Spirit, or my God, 
Gold and filver, Boulata. — _ | Icheirikou, M. Nechemera- 
Brafs, Tialapirou. © © .| kou, W. | py OW 


Latten, Kaovanam. * The evil Spirit , or Devil, 

A bole, Toullepen, it fignifies both men and women call hin 
' alfo awindow. =| =‘ Maboya, as all the French pro- 
‘A Haven, Beya,not much diffe- nounce the word. but the Ca- 
‘ying from the word Bay. | ribbians prozonnce it as of it 
“| were written with a p,Mapoya. 

a They alfo attribute the name 

X. Things’ relating to | of Maboya to certain Mufh- 
“RELIGION... | reoms, axd fome other Plants of. 
said Raa a Uyftent. 9 in NOD 
He Soul is expreffed by The Devil, or evil Spirit # 

WD the fame word which ‘fig- | here, let us get away from him, 
nifies the heart : ‘See before iz | Maboya kayeu’eu,kaima Loa- 
at Section of the Parts of Max's | ri: They are wont to» fay fo 

ody. MRAT Yo slac 


at 


when they ficell any ill feent,: ae 
_ A Spirit,Akamboué,M. O- | — The Offerings they makexto 
poyem, W. Thefe names are + the falfe Gods or Devils, Ana» 
neral: thence it comes that | kri. See 

they are fometimes applyed to Invocations, Prayers, Cete> 
the Spirit of Man. But they-are monies, Adorations, are things 
particularly attributed t0 good | they have no knowledge atall 

0; ; : : 


\ 
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